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PHILOSOPHY, EDUCATION AND THEIR INTERDEPENDENCE 

The inter-dependence of philosophy and education is clearly seen from the 

fact that the great philosphers of all times have also been great educators and 

their philosophy is reflected in their educational systems. This inter-dependence 

can be better understood by analyzing the implications of philosophical principles 

in the field of education. Before analysing the educational implications of general 

philosophy, we should know the concept of "Philosophy" and "Education". Each 

one of us has a personal philosophy which we apply consciously and 

unconsciously in our daily life. Each philosophy reflects a unique view of what is 

good and what is important. In this sense, philosophy is the system of beliefs 

about life. The literal meaning of philosophy is the love of wisdom which is 

derived from the Greek word "Philos" (Love) and Sophia (Wisdom). Wisdom 

does not merely mean knowledge. It is a continuous seeking of insight into basic 

realities - the physical world, life, mind, society, knowledge and values. 

Education does not mean mere schooling. To become educated is to learn 

to become a person. Etymologically, 'educahon' is derived from "educare" which 

means 'to lead out' or "to draw out'. In a broad sense, education refers to an act or 

experience that has a formative effect on the ming, character or physical ability of 

an individual in this sense never ends, we truly learn from experience throughout 

our lives. Education and philosophy are inseparable because the ends of 

education are the ends of philosophy i.e., wisdom; and the means of philosophy is 

the means of education i.e. inquiry, which alone can lead to wisdom. Any 

separation of philosophy and education inhibits inquiry and frustrates wisdom. 

Education involves both the world of ideas and the world af practical 

activity; good ideas can lead to good practice and good practices reinforce good 

ideas. In order ro behave intelligently in the educational process; education needs 

direction and guidance which philosophy can provide. Hence philosophy is not 

only a professional tool for the educator but also a way of improving the quality 

of life because it helps us to gain a wider and deeper perspective on human 

existence and the world around us. 

The chief task of philosophy is to determine what constitutes good life 

whereas the main task of education is how to make life worth living. So 

philosophy and education are mutually re-constructive. They give and take from 

each other. Philosophy deals with the goals and essentials of good life while 

education provides the means to achieve those goals of good life. In this sense 

philosophy of education is a distinct but not a separate discipline. 

It takes its contents from education and its methods from philosophy. The 

process of philosophizing about education requires an understanding of education 

and its problems. Hence, we can say that philosophy of education is the 

application of philosophical ideas to educational problems. It is not only a way of 

looking at ideas but also of how to use them in the best way. Therefore, it can be 

said that philosophy is the theory while education is the practice. Practice 
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unguided by theory is aimless, inconsistent and inefficient just as theory which is 

not ultimately translatable into practice is useless and confusing. In the words of 

Ross "philosophy is the contemplative side while education is the active side". 

Philosophy deals with the ends while education deals with the means and 

techniques of achieving those means. Educational philosophy depends on formal 

philosophy because most of the major problems of education are in fact 

philosophical problems. Like general philosophy, educational philosophy is 

speculative, prescriptive critical or analytic. 

 

IDEALISM AND EDUCATION 

Idealism is the oldest system of philosophy known to man. Its origin goes 

back to ancient India in the East and to Plato in the West. Generally, idealists 

believe that ideas are the true reality. According to them, the human spirit is the 

most important element in life. All of reality is reducible to one fundamental 

substance-spirit. The universe is viewed as essentially non-material in its 

ultimate nature. Matter is not real; rather it is a notion, an abstraction of the mind. 

It is only the mind that is real. Therefore, all material things that seems to be real 

are reducible to mind or spirit. 

For idealists, all knowledge is independent of sense experience. The act of 

knowing takes place within the mind. The mind is active and contains innate 

capabilities for organizing and synthesizing the data derived through sensations. 

They advocate the use of intuition for knowing the ultimate. Man can know 

intuitively, that is to say, he can apprehend immediately some truth without 

utilizing any of his senses. Man can also know truth through the acts of reason by 

which an individual examines the logical consistency of his ideas. Idealist like 

Plato believes that the spirit of man is eternal. Whatever he knows is already 

contained within his spirit. 

In idealist axiology, or value theory, values are more than mere human 

preferences; they really exist and are inherent intrinsically in the structure of the 

universe. Value experience is essentially an imitation of the Good, which is 

present in the absolute universal realm of ideas. According to them values are 

eternal. They believe in three spiritual values. They are: 'The Truth', 'The Beauty', 

and 'The Goodness'. The Truth is an intellectual value, The Beauty an aesthetic 

value and the Good a moral value. 

The purpose of education according to idealism is the development of the 

mind and self of the pupil. They like to educate the child for mainly two reasons. 

Firstly, education is a spiritual necessity and secondly education is also a social 

necessity. So the school should emphasize intellectual activities, moral 

judgement, aesthetic judgement, self-realization, individgal freedom, individual 

responsibility and self-control in order to achieve this development. 

In essence, idealists advocate that: 
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- Educatioll is a process of unfolding and developing that which is a potential in 

the human pcrson. It is unfolding of what is already enfolded.  

- Learning is a discovery process in which the learner is stimulated to recall the 

truth present within mind. 

- The teacher should, be a moral and cultural exemplar or model of values that 

represent the highest and best expression of personal and humane development.\ 

 

Idealism and Curriculum 

 

Idealism emphasizes the spiritual side of man. So, for the idealists 

curriculum is based upon the idea or assumption of the sp~ritual nature of man. 

They are of the view that the cu~riculum is a body of intellectual or learned 

disciplines that are basically ideational or conceptual. They arrange their 

curriculum in the form of a hierarchy in which the general discipline occuples the 

top most position and gradually it comes down to particular subjects in their 

relationship to general discipline. 

Plato, a great exponent of idealism, conceives of the curriculum from the 

point of ideas. He believes that the highest idea of life is the attainment of the 

highest good or God; hence curriculum ought to impart inherent values in order 

to enable the educand to attain his highest good. The spiritual values, according 

to him are truth, beauty and goodness. These three values which determine three 

types of activites intellectual, aesthetic and moral. Each type of activity is 

represented by different subjects and should form a part of the curriculum! 

Intellectual activities are represented by subjects such as language, literature, 

science, mathenlatics, history and geography; aesthetic activities will be possible 

through the study of art and poetry and moral activities through the study of 

religion, ethics and metaphysics. 

Ross talks of two types of activities i.e. physical activities and spiritual 

activities to be included in an idealistic curriculum. Physical activities include 

subjects such as health and 42  hygiene which foster bodily skills viz. gymnastics 

and atheletics that lead to good health and fitness and thus make the pursuit of 

spiritual values possible. Spiritual pursuits imply the intellectual, aesthetic, moral 

and religious studies. Hence such subjects as history, geography, language, fine 

arts, morality, ethics, religion, science, mathematics and others should be 

included in the curriculum. 

Sri Aurobindo also in his Integral Philosophy of Education gives 

importance to moral, religious and physical education. By moral education he 

means the training of moral faculty, i.e. the ability to distinguish between what is 

right and what is wrong. Another important thing in moral education is the value 

of suggestion. The suggestion by the teacher has to be exercised by personal 

example, daily talks and svadhyaya i.e. reading good books. Narration of the 

deeds of great men in interesting style always carries much impression upon the 

young minds. In addition Aurobindo advocates that religious education should 
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also be imparted not only through religious books or religious sermons but by the 

practice of religious life and spiritual self-training. Theoretical teaching of 

religion must be complemented with actual practice. Along with moral and 

religious education he has given importance to physical education, With regard to 

physical education he says, "If our seeking is for a total perfection of the being, 

the physical part of it cannot be left aside; for the body is the material basis.the 

body is the instrument which we have to use". 

Another Indian idealist Dr. Radhakrishnan, wants to make moral education 

a compulsory part of education at primary and secondary levels. Without it, he 

considers,' the educational institutions cannot fulfill their objectives of educating 

the youth of the country. According to him the greatness of a country cannot be 

measured by its physical civilization but by its moral and spiritual advancement. 

He also supports religious education. But religious education for him is not the 

instruction of a particular religion. It is a means for developing spiritual intuition 

because "the aim of religion is spiritual and not merely a change in metaphysical 

ideas". Further he suggested inclusion of physical education in the curriculum. In 

his words, "The body is the means of the expression of the human soul, physical 

education therefore must be properly given". 

 

Role of the Teacher 

 

Idealism believes in the maxim that pupils catch fire from a teacher who is 

himslf a flame. Idealists have high expectations of the teacher. To them the 

teacher must be ideal in order to serve as an example for the student both 

intellectually and morally. They believe that the teacher is an important 

ingredient in the education of the child. The teacher should not only understand 

the stages of learning but also maintain constant concern about the ultimate 

purpose of learning. Some idealists emphasize the importance of emulation in 

learning for which they feel the teacher should be the kind of person we want our 

children to become. 

Socrates has been used by idealists not only as prototype of learning but 

also as a model for emulation. In this connection, Dr. Radhakrishnan opines "The 

type of education which we may give to our youth, depends on the fact that what 

type'of teachers we get!" According to him the teachers have a special place in 

the formation of the mind and heart of the youth. Besides knowledge and 

scholarships, the teacher should have devotion to teaching. ' 
It is the teacher who has to provide the right environment in the school. He 

must be himself an ideal person in order to exercise wholesome influences on the 

young ones. It is the teacher's forceful personality, his effective methods, his 

sense of dedication to the work which encourages the child to perceive him as 

exemplary. The teacher must also exercise great creative skill in providing 

opportunities for the pupils' mind to discover, analyse, unify, synthesize and 

create applications of knowledge to life and behaviour. The teacher should 



 

www.nplucknow.webs.com Page 5 

 

respect the learner and assist the learner to realize the fullness of his or her own 

personality. 

To the idealist "the school is a garden, the educand is a tender plant, 'and 

the educator the careful gardener". In the words of Ross, "the educator constitutes 

the special environmental factor whose function is to lead the child nearer to 

reality, to guide him towards his utmost possible perfection". 

J. Donald Butler has identified some of the desired qualities of the good 

teacher. According to him the teacher should: 

1. personify culture and reality for the student 

2. be a specialist in the knowledge of the pupils 

3. be a kind of person who commands the respect of the pupil by virtue of what 

he himself is 

4. be a personal friend of the individual student 

5.awaken students' desires to learn 

6. be a master of art of living 

7. be one who capably communicates his subject 

8. appreciate the subject he teaches, and 

9. aid in the cultural rebirth of generations. 

 

Iidealism, Interest and Discipline 

 

Interest And discipline are interconnected devices of education. The 

concept of interest and discipline can be better understood with the help of 

another concept called effort. By interest we mean the totally positive attraction 

of the child for the work in his hand, without any conscious or voluntary exertion 

and also very minimum persistence on the part of the teacher. Effort is the 

conscious and voluntary exertion by the student for doing the work without my 

self-interest. By discipline we mean some extraneous action by the teacher to 

stimulate the pupil to complete the task in hand. 

According to Home, interest and effort cannot be sharply separated. 

Because interest evokes effort and effort may give rise to interest. Effort is not a 

substitute to interest, but it supplements interest. It acts as a faithful friend. He 

says, "Effort is the will to do one's duty". Idealist educators such as Fredrick 

Froebel, the founder of the kindergarten emphasizes the principle of learner's own 

self-activity. The leaner's own self-activity is related to the learner's interests and 

willingness to a effort. Students have their own intuitive self-interest, which 

attracts them to certain acts, events and objects for which they readily put in 

effort. 

As for the discipline, Gentile finds sheer discipline which is separated from 

the constructive teaching process as undesirable. According to him, discipline 

should be considered as an end product instead of an input and at the same time is 

a part of the teaching process and should b& in the personality of the teacher. 
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One should achieve discipline through freedom not conversely. But today 

education has by-passed this concept by beginning with discipline and moving 

toward freedom. Idealists do not favour rigid discipline. In fact, their theory of 

discipline is based on their concept of freedom. Freedom does not mean 

waywardness, it implies responsibility. It should be regulated, guided and 

restrained freedom. Gandhiji also believes that real freedom comes through self-

discipline-discipline that arises spontaneously from the inner spring of life rather 

than that which is imposed from without. 

His concept of discipline is a synthesis of both freedom and external 

control. Idealists believe that human behaviour should have internal control 

rather than external control. For them authority begins by being external, but 

should end in becoming internal through habit formation and self-control. 

 


