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The Yvonne Heninger Memorial Award for  
Literacy Students Overcoming Challenges 

About Yvonne: 

Yvonne began her involvement in literacy as a volunteer tutor at the Literacy Council of 

K-W in 1990. She joined the staff in 1994 as the Student-Tutor Coordinator and went on 

to work as the Education Skills Assessor for Project READ Literacy Network.  She took 

on many projects, and innovations as well as developing several resources during her 

career to contribute significantly to the development of adult literacy in Ontario and 

beyond. These various initiatives included: Literacy Skills Assessment Project (1995), 

The Qualitative Tracking Report (2001), Taking the First Step (2001), *Sharing the Path: 

Developing a Common Understanding of Assessment (2001), *Way To Go Bulletins 

(2001), Seeing the Need, Meeting the Need (2002), *Reaching Out: Supporting Ontario 

works Clients in LBS Programs (2002), and Trading Up: Getting Ready for a Hairstyling 

or Electrical Apprenticeship Program (2003) In the 4 years before her passing, Yvonne 

was the Literacy & Basic Skills Program Coordinator at St. Louis Adult Learning 

Centres of the Waterloo Catholic District School Board. As well, Yvonne continued to 

support Project READ as the Vice-Chair on their Board of Directors.  

Her passion and tireless dedication to learners was evident throughout her literacy 

career. Yvonne always had time for learners, to listen, to support and encourage. She 

personally understood and appreciated the courage it took each learner to return to 

school and to choose change through education rather than following the existing path. 

Yvonne had a gift for genuine empathy and compassion no matter a learner’s demeanor 

or life situation.  

Yvonne had her own learning challenges and barriers to overcome when she decided to 

pursue her BA in Social Development Studies through the University of Waterloo.  This 

is why the award is focused on learners who have overcome challenges and barriers to 

be successful in their learning goals. 
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