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          Let me start this months newsletter with a simple question; have you ever heard someone 

say, "you just can't have too much fun?     Well that was a question that many people were asking 

themselves at the Sun & Fun Airshow in Lakeland, this last month.      Everyone has heard or 

seen the media's stories and film on the very nasty weather at the airshow, the images where sent 

all around the globe.      Anyone who had a passion for flying and saw the destruction that a 

Tornado can cause, was sick inside to see so many works of art in the form of aircraft, picked up 

and destroyed in a matter of minutes. 

  

          It was fun until the weather turned bad and showed us who was in charge, but out of 

the devastation came the helping hands of friends, visitors, others who had lost everything they 

came to Lakeland with, but there they were, just regular visitors, plus EAA members helping 

out others who lost so much. 

         Most were just in shock, others not knowing what to do next or where to turn, confusion 

reined supreme, but the help was there.     The "Spirit of EAA", came shining through, lending a 

hand and making sure everyone was OK, asking what they could do to help others out.    With 

the current EAA President, Rod Hightower, attending the Sun & Fun event, he offered the 

services of EAA National to help get the fly-in back up and running so the airshow could 

continue.     With many volunteers, plus city crews working tirelessly through the long night, the 

show reopened the next day to large crowds and finished with rave reviews!      It is so amazing 

how just a few acts' of kindness can make a very large difference in a persons life, I guess it is 

very true, "you reap what you sow", and everywhere hands were offered to help!  Anyone who 

was there could tell you more, but by now all of us have seen and heard about this weather event. 

  

          One of the items talked about many times, anchoring your aircraft with tie-downs gives 

you a margin of safety in windy conditions, plus possibly saving your plane from having damage 

from high wind gusts!     This was one of the biggest contributing factors which aided in some of 

the aircraft becoming a complete and total loss.       

                                                                                                        New Friends 

  

         A few new people have stopped by at our airport and introduced themselves, one couple is 

looking for a place to build a home-built aircraft for a family project, another is building a CH-

701kit, and we have a family living here that fly Flex Wing Trikes.     So by the look of things 

our small corner of the world is slowly growing, so if you get a chance to meet all of the new 

folks please welcome to our group and extend a hand of friendship.   A few months ago you were 

intoduced to Larry Moody who has a Fisher 303 waiting for the clam weather to show up for his 

first flights, so this year should bring out new aircraft. 

  

  

                                                                                               May 07th EAA meeting program 

  

       Next Saturday, the program will from EAA member, Warner Owens and the construction he 

is undertaking with his Glastar high wing aircraft.    So if you ever wanted to build this type of 

kit, now is your chance to hear from a first time builder.  



  

  

                                                                                                             In Retrospect 

  

       Last month was our chapters yearly Pancake Breakfast, in fact I learned that it was very 

successful, plus all who came to this event had a great time, some of us could not be at this 

breakfast due to being chased all over Lakeland, Florida by tornado's.    Personally I think that 

day would have been just a little safer if we were sitting, eating pancakes and hot coffee at the 

hanger.     Thank you, one and all for participating in our event. 

  

  

                                                                                                       What's next in aircraft ? 

  

        From all of the new and wonderful changes that will be taking place very 

soon, Manufactures of new Technology had their newest products on display for those attending 

the air show, one advancement stood out for me.     The change in electronics was very evident 

with some new engines coming out with, "no magnetos", they had replaced the mags with two 

EIS, "Electronic Ignition Systems", this would seem to cut down on weight and would bring a 

more reliable way to control output to the spark plugs.      Then other manufactures used the 

magnetos for half of the plugs and the EIS for the last half, so you would always be covered 

encase your on-board power failed. 

        I could go on forever, but you get it, there was vast amounts of newer technologies that will 

help the builders choose items that will align with projects they are working on, plus an added 

margin of safety.     I did not get a chance to talk with manufactures about changing mags to EIS 

on GA aircraft, but I am sure that will be addressed very soon.    There were so many products to 

look at, it was more then we could see in the days we were there. 

       So we are all looking forward to airshows for the rest of this year, come join us and discover 

what's new in Aviation!   

                                                                                                          Who's who in our chapter? 

  

      To keep current on members and friends I will try to get my old tired rear end in High Gear 

and put together a new name and address list.     You can help with this by dropping me an email 

or seeing me at the meetings and give me mailing addresses and phone contacts for this chapter 

list thereby insuring that all will receive the correct info and all newsletters and special events 

will not be missed by you.    Thanks for the help. 

  

  

       Our next EAA chapter meeting will take place at Dennis Paulsen's hanger, it is located on 

the East end of Sky Place, please plan to arrive early so we might start the meeting on time.     If 

you know of someone who would enjoy coming and meeting others in our aircraft community 

ask them to join us.    Once again the meeting starts promptly at 10:00am. 

  

  

                                                                                                          Bob Cameron/Newsletter 

Editor   
 


