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November 11: “Law
Enforcement and Aviation”
At the November 11, 2011, meeting Rich
Walenda, U.S. Marshal l , and John J.
Piccione, AOPA Attorney, will tell about “Law
Enforcement and Aviation.” Learn how you
can protect yourself against legal action and
the long arm of the law. This is a program
you won’t want to miss.

Chapter 153 meetings are held at 7:30 pm
on the second Friday of each month at
Schaumburg Airport (06C), Wright Boulevard
at Irving Park Road in Schaumburg, - see
map on the last page.

Gene Schwimmer

Gene Schwimer, A&P with Northwest Flyers
At the October 14, 2011, Chapter 153 meet-
ing Gene Schwimmer, A&P Mechanic for
Northwest Flyers with many years of experi-
ence led a question-and-answer session.
Much of Northwest Flyers’ work focuses on
charter airplanes, such as the new Cessna
jets. They do about 50 annuals per year,
mostly on Cessna, Piper, and Beechcraft sin-
gles and twins. Only a few home-builts and
vintage airplanes are part of the mix. Thanks
to Brian Norquist for his assistance in writ-
ing this article.

People used to fly 100-200 hours per year,
now it’s more like 5-10 hours.  Overhauls
used to be done every 5-10 years, now it’s 20
to 25 years.  In annuals we find lots of dead
animals and birds in the planes.  Rubber suf-
fers from planes sitting unused and should be
changed every five years.   That used to hap-
pen during overhauls.  Oil should be changed
more frequently, probably 25 hours since it’s
sitting around more.  Don’t use the oil heat-
ers.  They create problems by releasing
moisture which condenses on cold engine
parts causing corrosion.

Continued on page 2
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Experimental Aircraft Association Chapter 153 exists to assist and support growth and innovation in general
aviation, promotion of aviation safety, individual participation in amateur aviation, and transference of knowledge
and skills of aircraft construction. Annual dues are $20, payable at the beginning of each calendar year. All
Chapter 153 members must be members of EAA.
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Partially filled fuel tanks beg for problems.
 People used to always fill up their tanks.
 Now, to save money they don’t.  A fuel tank
that is not full allows moisture to condense in
it.   Battery boxes for lead acid batteries
become rotten.  Today’s fuel has a slightly
different composition than the fuel of several
years ago. This can affect rubber and plastic
parts in the fuel system. It is the reason for
an AD to replace plastic carburettor floats
with metal ones.

Continental crankshafts are harder than
Lycoming so they tend to crack rather than
bend.  Therefore, an indicator reading may
not be out of specifications after a prop
strike.  Cranks should be Magnafluxed after a
prop strike and during all overhauls to dis-
close hidden cracks.

Everything gets Magnafluxed in an Overhaul.

Factory overhauls are more likely to put in
new cylinders because that only cost about
$50 at the factory versus $1000 for a repair
shop.

Most ADs that come out apply to accessories
such as carburettors, magnetos, etc.  Each
generation of engineers seems to make the
same mistakes as the previous generations.

Older engines might not have the 2000-hour
TBO’s.  They might be only 1200 or 1400
hours.  You and your A&P mechanic will
have to check.  After the 2nd, 3rd, overhaul it

might be better to get a new engine so that all
the parts are new.
Ethanol will tear everything apart.  The guy
from Eagle Fuel Cell has scarry stories about
the effects of ethanol!  The effects of ethanol
and other additives have not been tested with
most parts, but you should assume that it is
not good. Isopropyl (Heet) is another story.
 Continental says you can use up to 3% in
your fuel.
Air quality improvement has made aircraft last
longer.  It used to be that planes based at
Midway had twice as much corrosion as
planes of similar age based at other non-
industrial locations.
There are many opinions on what will work
for Experimental aircraft.  Listen to them and
go with what works for you.  There are many
different factors at play, what works for some-
one might not work for someone else.

Gene Schwimmer, A&P, (continued)

Door Prize
At the October 14 meeting Bob Malocha won
second prize and chose a set of clamps.
Becky Malek won first prize and chose a tee-
shirt..

Show and Tell
Lynn Cole showed the the fiberglass tips for
the horizontal stabilizer of her Murphy Rebel
Elite. She had sought assistance from Bill
Schertz to fill some holes that had been
drilled in the wrong places.
\
Dave Rawlings showed a failed Concorde
RG battery that he had cut apart. The battery
tested OK, but it wouldn’t start an engine.



Bob Meyers uses his Sonex to assist the Scouts with the “Pre-
Flight an Aircraft” portion of their Aviation Merit Badge (photo by
Greg Karris)

Bob Meyers teaches Ground School for the Aviation Badge Knowl-
edge portion (photo by Greg Karris)
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Young Eagle Report
Sunday, October 23, 2011, marked a truly
great Young Eagle event at Schaumburg Air-
port (06C) and hosted by
Chapter 153. In one day
we were able to help 14
scouts from Troop 34
and 2 from Troop 457
with their entire Aviation
Merit Badge activities.

The Troops broke into
three groups - one group
toured Bob Meyers ’s
Sonex, another group
got to launch styrofoam
flyers and a tour of a cor-
porate jet, and the third
group began flying air-
planes. YES, once the
pilots lifted the aircraft off
the tarmac, most of the
Scouts got to f ly ai r-
planes on a Hyde Park-Elgin-Schaumburg
triangle! Then everyone switched and we did
it all over again.

The grandfather of one of the kids (a former
pilot) had the following comment:
 

“Thanks for getting me the invite to flight

school event. I would have liked to have
been on the plane with you & Sam to see
his face when he took the controls. Howev-
er, it was memorable to have had the

opportunity to fly on the Staggerwing.
Never in my wildest dreams could I have

env is ioned th is ever
happening to me. It was
a rare treat and I salute
all of those who made
this possible. The pilots
& plane owners are to
be commended for their
generous support in time
& expense
of doing this.”

Pilots for the event were
Arn ie Z immerman
(Piper Aztec) , Cissy
Rawl ings (Be l a n ca
Su p e r D e ca th a l o n ) ,
Dave Wate rmann
(Lancair), Scott Taylor
(P iper Warr io r ) , and
Mark Morrison (1938
B e e c h c r a f t
Staggerwing). Here is
the final tally of Young
Eagles flown: Zimmer-
man: Andrew Kim and

Sam Svienty; Rawlngs: Billy Wade, Joey
Bor re l l i , Lucas Scha t te r , Mat t
Goodmanson, Edward Bac (Troop 457),
and Joe Bac (Troop 457); Watermann: Erich
Mart in , Nick Vanderkelen , and Kyle
Stenzel; Taylor: Mason Grabowski, Peter



Cissy Rawlings, Jim Fall, and Scott Taylor get the next group of
Scouts ready (photo by Greg Karris)

Scouts in the hangar perform the “make a foam glider and configure
the control surfaces” portion of their merit badge (photo by Mike
Grenz)
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McElmeel, and Scott
Pogatetz ; Mor r ison:
Max Weiss a n d
Montgomery Stevens.

Scott Taylor also flew a
parent from Troop 34
and Cissy Rawlings
flew Mike Grenz (Troop
Leader of Troop 34).

A big “Thank You!” goes
out to all who helped
make this event a suc-
cess: The pi lo ts and
ground crew, the scout
leaders and parents,
Northwest Flyers who
supplied their corporate
jet for tours, Aviation
Wor l d who supp l i ed
charts, booklets, model
airplanes, and gift certifi-
cates. Thanks, also to
the two pilots who are not members of Chap-
ter 153: Arnie Zimmerman flew his Piper
Aztec while his Breezy was down for repairs
and Mark Morrison (Max Weiss’ uncle) who
flew his beautiful 1938 Beech Staggerwing.
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Dave Watermann
shows his Lancair to
a Scout and a par-
ent (photo by Greg
Karris)

Mike Morrison takes a
scout up in his beauti-
ful Beech Staggerwing
(photo by Mike Grenz)

A Sco u t ' s h u g e
sm i l e t a ke n b y
Cissy a n d Dave
R a w l i n g s ' s
“ W o n d e r p l a n e ”
(p h o to b y Mike
Grenz)
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October 9 Pig Roast Fly-Out to Mt. Morris

Mt. Mor r is rea l l y
knows how to bar-
becue for a crowd.
(p h o to b y Greg
Karris).

Here is Bob Brandt
w i th h i s p r i ze -
winning 1956 Cess-
na 180. (photo by
Greg Karris).

Chapter 153 Elections
It is time to start thinking about our annual
elections, which will take place at the Novem-
ber 11 meeting. At stake are the offices of
President, Vice President, and six Directors,
although our constitution allows us to elect
more than six Directors if enough people are
interested. The incumbents are:
President: John Tatro
Vice President: Bob Brandt
Directors: Al Dubiak

Cissy Rawlings
Dave Watermann
Joe Lienau
Bob Meyers
open

The open Director position occurred when
Vice President Gerhard Schubert was trans-
ferred to Ohio. Bob Brandt resigned as a
Director and was elected to fill the remainder
of Gerhard’s term as Vice President. At the
October meeting Jim Fall was nominated for

the open director position. If elected he will
serve a 1-year term. We are trying to equal-
ize the number of Directors elected in the odd
and even years by electing new Directors to a
1-year term in the odd years. Nominations
for officers will be open at the November
meeting and will be accepted until the voting
begins.
Builders’ Progress
Scott Taylor had Northwest Flyers do the
annual on his Piper Warrior.

Brian Norquist is modifying the landing gear
of his Sonerai for a nose wheel.

Lynn Cole is continuing to work on the hori-
zontal stabilizer of her Murphy Rebel Elite.
She flew 4 Young Eagles in her 1946 Cessna
140 on October 9. Polishing the 140 contin-
ues at a slow pace.

Bill Schertz flew Phil White to Oshkosh on
Continued on page 7
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Gone West

We have heard that Gene Littlefield passed
away on October 1, 2011. Services for him
were held on Saturday, October 15, 2011, at
Aurora (IL) Airport (ARR). He was 81 years
old.

September 17. He has also flown with his
wife, Paula. He now has 68 hours total time
on his KIS Cruiser.
Ed Thomas is working on the landing gear of
his Steen’s Skybolt. He reports that the cor-
rect geometry for the Skybolt is 3° chamber
and 0-1° toe-in.
Bob Meyers now has 99.5 hours on his
Sonex. He recently flew to Crossville TN for
a Sonex convention, 400 sm in 8 hours. He
is still troubleshooting his RDAC which failed
on the way back.
Bob Brandt flew to the Mt. Morris IL pig roast
with Greg Karris. They used an iPad for
navigation.
Ed Godfrey is working on the brake pedals
of his RV-10. He has ordered the finishing kit
for the airplane.
Steve Weinstock is working on the wiring of
his RV-10.
Bill Meyer is finishing the aft tail of his plans-
built Sonex. He has checked that he can get
it out of the basement.

Larry Makowiak provided the sound system
for Gene Littlefield’s funeral.

Builders’ Progress (continued)

Airport Homes for Sale
Casa De Aero Airpark Home with hangar,
$419,900. Meticulous 2 story with beautiful
family room addition. Many luxury features.
Great large hangar at a great Airpark in
Hampshire. Listed by Bob Brandt EAA 153
 Re/Max Suburban,  847-230-7303.
 
Naper Aero Aero Estates Airpark Home with
Hangar, $499,000. Huge 5 bedroom 4 bath
mid level with 4 car garage and huge hangar
for your toys. Great Naperville location. List-
ed by Bob Brandt EAA 153 Re/Max Suburban
847-230-7303.

Hangar for Sale
Large end hangar for sale at the Landings.
New low price in low $70K’s. Contact Cissy
Rawlings at 847-361-6666.

Annual Christmas
Party December 9
Chapter 153's annual Christmas party will be
Friday, December 9, at 6:30 pm (setup
begins at 6:00 pm) in the lower level of the
terminal building at Schaumburg Airport
(06C). That date and location should sound
familiar, since it is the date of our usual
monthly meeting. Note that the time is an
hour earlier than usual because we will have
an informal pot-luck dinner. There will also
be a grab bag of gifts for attendees.

People whose last names begin with A-D are
requested to bring appetizers; E-H, side sal-
ad; I-K, fruit; M-N, vegetables; O-S, meat;
and T-Z, dessert.. No need to bring a large
amount of food. Bring enough for 6-8 people.
Chapter 153 will provide a platter of shrimp
and cocktail sauce, a main dish of ravioli, soft
drinks, coffee, cups, paper plates, and plastic
ware.

We always have fun at the party, but we usu-
ally eat too much. It is a great opportunity to
relax and enjoy conversation with friends.

Volunteers Needed
We always need volunteers to help run Chap-
ter 153 and make it a success. Here are
some positions where we need help:
*Programs and Special Events: party coordi-

nation, Chapter 153 promotion, review safe-
ty and liability issues at events, coordinate
with other chapters and airport groups.

*Communications: Newsletter contributor.
*Pancake Breakfast: assist with organization.
*Membership: welcome new members, pro-

duce and maintain welcome packets.
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153 Calendar
2011----------2011----------2011----------2011----------2011----------2011----------2011
Nov 11 Chapter 153 Membership Meeting, 7:30 pm at Schaumburg Airport (06C). Chap-

ter Elections. Program: Rich Walenda, U.S. Marshal, and John J. Piccione,
AOPA Attorney, - “Law Enforcement and Aviation”

Nov 23 Chapter 153 Board of Directors meeting, 7:15 pm at Schaumburg Airport (06C).
Dec 9 Chapter 153 Membership Meeting, 7:30 pm at Schaumburg Airport (06C). Pro-

gram: Annual Christmas Party.
2012----------2012----------2012----------2012----------2012----------2012----------2012
Jan 13 Chapter 153 Membership Meeting, 6:30 pm at Schaumburg Airport (06C). Chili

Cookoff. 7:30 pm Tentative Program: Ed Thomas, “Experimental but Definitely
Not Homebuilt!”.

Jan 26 Chapter 153 Board of Directors meeting, 7:15 pm at Schaumburg Airport (06C).

Feb 10 Chapter 153 Annual Valentine’s Day Party. Time and location TBD
Feb 23 Chapter 153 Board of Directors meeting, 7:15 pm at Schaumburg Airport (06C).
Mar 9 Chapter 153 Membership Meeting, 7:30 pm at Schaumburg Airport (06C). Tenta-

tive Program: “EFIS and Aircraft Data Measurement.”
Mar 22 Chapter 153 Board of Directors meeting, 7:15 pm at Schaumburg Airport (06C).
Apr 13 Chapter 153 Membership Meeting, 7:30 pm at Schaumburg Airport (06C). Tenta-

tive Program: “Aircraft Flutter”.
Apr 26 Chapter 153 Board of Directors meeting, 7:15 pm at Schaumburg Airport (06C).
May 11 Chapter 153 Membership Meeting, 7:30 pm at Schaumburg Airport (06C). Pro-

gram: TBD.
May 24 Chapter 153 Board of Directors meeting, 7:15 pm at Schaumburg Airport (06C).
Jun 8 Chapter 153 Membership Meeting,7:30 pm at Schaumburg Airport (06C). Pro-

gram: TBD
Jun 28 Chapter 153 Board of Directors meeting, 7:15 pm at Schaumburg Airport (06C).
Jul 13 Chapter 153 Membership Meeting, 7:30 pm at Schaumburg Airport (06C). Pro-

gram TBD.
Jul 19 Chapter 153 Board of Directors meeting, 7:15 pm at Schaumburg Airport (06C).
Aug 10 Chapter 153 Membership Meeting, 7:30 pm at Schaumburg Airport (06C). Pro-

gram TBD.



EAA Chapter 153
Lynn Cole
2612 Cessna Circle
Poplar Grove, IL 61065

Dues Notice
This is the time of year when, once again, we
ask Chapter 153 members to pay their annu-
al dues. Dues are still a bargain at only $20.
The best way to pay is to come to any meet-
ing and pay Treasurer Scott Taylor. Howev-
er, you can also send him a check made out
to “EAA Chapter 153" with the address: 318
N. Garfield, Lombard, IL 60148.


