
 

 

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

                       
                 

 

 

 

From our Grand Knight  
 

Dear Brother Knights, 

 

 

 

     Merry Christmas to all and your families, I hope it 

was a safe and joyous occasion. December was a busy 

month with the baking, shopping and all of the hustle 

and bustle that goes along with the Holidays. But let's 

remember the importance of this day is to celebrate 

the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ our Savior. 

     What a great time had by all that attended our 

annual Christmas party. We had a really great turn 

out of members and their families. If you have never 

attended one of our gatherings, I urge you to put one 

in your calendar and make the time to attend. You 

won't be disappointed. 

     I am looking forward to 2013 and all the great 

things that are on the horizon for our Council. 

God Bless you all 

Scott Houghtaling 

Grand Knight 

 

“IN SERVICE TO 
ONE . . . . . IN 
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                                      District Deputy’s Report  
                                    BY: MICHAEL L. LEWIS, DISTRICT 49  

                                                                  
                                                    Council #13579 - December 2012 

• Thank you Worthy Grand Knight and Brother Knights. I bring you greetings from our 

Worthy State Deputy, Michael J. Malinowski. 

 

• Remarks and Upcoming Events: 

- I want to thank your Grand Knight, Scott Houghtaling, for attending a Special 

District Grand Knights Meeting last week at Sacred Heart. We were joined by our Diocesan 

Membership and Program Directors. At this meeting we were able to cover many pertinence 

subjects for our district’s council and I hope the information will be helpful to each GK in 

conducting the matters of their councils more efficiently. The next important meeting 

involving your council’s officers will be the Winter Tri-District Meeting at St. Michaels 

Brunswick. The date is Jan. 24th and the meeting will be starting at 7:00pm. I would like to 

see several council officers attend, as you did during our Summer Tri-District Meeting in 

Muskegon at St. Michael.    

- I had to cancel the 1st Degree last Monday night because our district councils did not 

have any candidates ready to join the Order. I hope your council will be planning a 

membership drive early in January. The next First Degree in our district will be held here at 

Sacred Heart on Mon. Jan. 17th, with registration at 6:30pm and starting time at 7:00pm. Try 

to have a good number of candidates for this Degree Ceremony.  Remember, this year's 

Membership Moto is "One New Member, Per Council, Per Month." Do your best in 

continuing talking to other Catholic men at your parish and bring them into the Order.  

- Our district councils have been very generous in donating toward the Baby Bottle 

Ultrasound Initiative this year. So far, we have collected about $538 toward this project. 

Thank you for your generosity and caring. I encourage this council to continue to use the Baby 

Bottle Program to donate to the Muskegon Pregnancy Services.  

- I would like to encourage any members from your council to be a part of our District 

Degree Staff. Our goal is to eventually have a 1st Degree Team in each council. Until then you 

will be a part of our District Staff and gain experience and confidence in your presentation. So 

far you have three members from this council on our District 1st Degree Team. Contact me or 

your GK if you are interested.   

 

• Reports Due this Quarter:  

- Due at this time is the MI-01 2
nd

 Quarter Activities Report. I will review it and 
then forward it on to the Diocesan Programs Director.  

- #1728 Annual Survey of Fraternal Activities is due Jan. 31.  
- The next Semi-Annual Audit will be due on Feb. 15

th
.  

 

• I want to thanks all you Brother Knights for the respect you have shown my office, 

also for your support of our Priests and Religious and for all the work you do to 
build the Catholic Church. I and our Worthy District Worden, Roman Winkler, would 
like to wish all of you and your families a Blessed and Holy Christmas Season.   
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                                                                                                The 12 Days of Christmas 

                                                
   In Western Society, Christmas conjures up many images in people's minds, most of them probably secular and having only a remote 

connection to the original feast. Modern society and much of modern Protestant Christianity have, to a large degree, taken Christmas outside 

of its place within the Catholic Church year, where it follows the expectant season of Advent. Liturgically (i.e. within the Church Year), 

Christmas does not even begin until December 25th, although in the secular world, the Christmas season practically starts before Halloween, 

at least according to major retailers.  

 

  Christmas is the feast of the Incarnation, a celebration of the birth of Jesus Christ, true God and true man, as a little baby in Bethlehem, 

within the realm of history. While many Christians recognize Christmas as a celebration of Jesus' birth, the solemnity is also a festival of his 

Incarnation. Outside of the Catholic and Orthodox Churches and a few others, the idea of Christmas as a season has nearly disappeared. 

Although secular traditions are fun and endearing, Christmas is primarily a Christian holy day. Even the term itself is an abbreviation of the 

phrase "Christ mass," which reflects the primary understanding of Christmas as a feast day within the Church year, connected to the 

Eucharist. Unfortunately, in recent times, celebrating Christmas with the Church has taken a backseat to food preparation, gift opening, and 

other festivities that, while good, are only secondary activities that should not replace the primary "reason for the season": celebrating the 

birth of Jesus Christ. While many mention the need to put Christ back in Christmas, the need is greater than that. As an Anglican priest once 

noted: we need to put the "mass" back in Christmas  too . 

 

   Christmastide is the name given for the time surrounding Christmas Day. In the current Catholic calendar, Christmastide lasts from 

Christmas Day until the Baptism of Christ, which is the Sunday following January 6th. This time includes many other important Christian 

Holy Days. The 12 days of Christmas, the time from December 25th until the Epiphany, have often been recognized as a time for special 

feasting. In fact, Christmastide used to refer to the 12 Days of Christmas, and some still use "Christmastide" to refer to this period. In the 

past, the season of Christmas lasted from Christmas until Candlemas, and superstitions developed, e.g. that there was bad luck ahead for 

those who left Christmas decorations up after Candlemas. The octave of  Christmas  lasts from December 25th until January 1st, the 

Solemnity of Mary, the Mother of God. Christmas falls exactly 9 months after the Feast of the Annunciation, the feast day commemorating 

Jesus' conception. 

 

    Even though the Bible does not record a specific celebration of a feast of Christ's birth, the Infancy narratives of St. Matthew and St. Luke 

form the basis of the Christmas celebration. The history of Christmas goes back to the miraculous virgin birth of Jesus Christ around 4 BC. 

At least by the time of St. Matthew and St. Luke's Gospels, Christians began to reflect on the birth of Jesus Christ, and its significance. A few 

of the early Church Fathers speculated about the birth of Jesus, but the actual liturgical celebration of Christmas cannot be fixed with 

certainty before the very early 4th century. Some scholars think that the celebration of Epiphany, which included the nativity and modern 

Christmastide themes, was celebrated much earlier. The celebration of Christmas uniquely as the nativity of Jesus Christ, however, originated 

in the West, probably in North Africa. While various 3rd century Church Fathers (including St. Hippolytus of Rome and Sextus Julius 

Africanus) believed Jesus was born on December 25, the earliest surviving reference to December 25th as the liturgical celebration of 

Christmas is in the Philocalian calendar, which shows the Roman practice in AD 336. The Apostolic Constitutions (c AD 380) mandate the 

celebration of Christ's birth on December 25th, and his Epiphany on January 6th. The celebration of Christmas spread throughout the whole 

of the East and the West in the 4th century. By the fifth century, almost all of the Church was observing December 25th as the Feast of the 

Nativity and Epiphany on January 6th, although some Christians still kept January 6th as a holy day which included the nativity. The West 

was slower to embrace Epiphany, but by the fifth century Rome included it as a feast. Today, in the Western Church, the season of 

Christmas, called Christmastide, includes the Epiphany (the manifestation of Christ to the wise men) and the baptism of Jesus. Also, in the 

Catholic Church we remember and celebrate the divine Motherhood of the Blessed Virgin Mary, with the Solemnity of Mary, the Mother of 

God, which falls on January 1st. 

 

   Christmas was universally celebrated until the Reformation, but many Protestant reformers rejected Christmas. The English Puritans were 

particularly hostile to Christmas and went to absurd lengths to suppress it. During the brief Calvinist reign in England, parliament forbade the 

celebration of Christmas, even going so far as to force shops to be open. This attitude carried over into the Americas where Christmas was 

outlawed or criminalized in Puritan states. For example, in Massachusetts, until the 1830s, anyone who missed school or work on December 

25th was subject to a fine. During the earliest days of the USA, with the exception of Catholics, Anglicans, and Lutherans, the religious and 

secular celebration of Christmas would have been quite rare. Even in the 21st century, many people, for a variety of reasons (all suspect from 

a Catholic viewpoint), reject the celebration of Christmas. The contemporary concern is not so much how to get people to celebrate 

Christmas, but rather to re-orient them to the original purpose of celebrating Christmas: Christ and the Mass. 
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Upcoming Events  

Please contact Mickey Lewis Jr. for more 

information 

January 1…………. New Years Day 

January 1st.…….. Annual Dues and 

Fraternal Survey   are due and should be 

sent to Financial Secretary 

January 6th  .………  Feast of the Epiphany 

January 9th  ….. Officer’s Meeting 7:00 PM 

January 16th …… Business Meeting 7:00 

PM Rosary at 6:00 PM and Potluck at 6:30 

PM 

January 21st  .….………..…....... Martin 

Luther King Day 

January 22nd....…………… 4th Degree 

Business Meeting . Frs. Rudy & Clem 

Council # 13035 to host 7:30 PM 

February 13th.....….....….. Ash Wednesday 

February 13th….. Officer’s Meeting 7:00 PM 

February 15th.…… Semi Annual Audit due 

February 20th... Business Meeting 7:00 PM 

Rosary at 6:00 PM and Potluck at 6:30 PM 

February 26th…  4th Degree Business 

Meeting Holy Rosary Council # 13579 to 

host 7:30 PM 

 

 

*Knights of Columbus Insurance and Investments* 
   The Knights of Columbus offers special benefits of membership. Among these are 

unique programs that exist exclusively for K of C families faced with needs that often 

fall outside traditional insurance plans. The Family Fraternal Benefits package, 

available to all our good-standing members and their families, adds value to 

membership in our organization. 

 Guaranteed Life Insurance Benefits for Uninsurable Children  

 Death Benefits Available for Stillborn / Miscarried Children  

 Orphan Benefits 

 Member/Spouse Accidental Death Benefits  

   When our organization began, in order to help each other, our members "passed the 

hat" to assist families of deceased members. Soon, however, this became impossible, 

as the number of our members grew. 

Out of this simple process, we've evolved into a modern, dynamic insurance 

organization, and offer a wide variety of products to suit virtually everyone's needs. 

 Permanent Plans - Policy lasts as long as you live, premium stays the same. 

 Term Plans - Policy ends at end of specified term: renewable or convertible. 

 Annuities - Provides an income that is guaranteed for life. 

 Long Term Care - Provides funds for long-term, out-of-hospital care. 

   Isn’t it about time you sit down with our Insurance Field Agent Joe Tackx to talk 

about what the Knights of Columbus insurance and investment programs might be 

right for you? 

  Joseph Tackx   Insurance Field Agent 
856-1230 

 

IS IT TIME FOR AN  

         INSURANCE REVIEW? 

 

Our Beginnings; A Sanctuary 
   In the late 19th century, North America was experiencing an influx of people from 

all over the world. Many were relegated to living in unsanitary conditions, and 

performing hazardous jobs for poor pay. Such was the life for Catholics, and the 

untimely death of the family breadwinner often devastated a family.  Since the very 

beginning of our organization, we have been there for our membership and even 

though the times have changed the loss of you would be devastating to your family. 
 

Ownership Benefits 
   Because we're a Fraternal Benefit Society, we have no stockholders. Our owners are 

our members. We return our good fortune in the form of dividends to our 

policyholders. 
 

Your Commitment to your family 
   Have you fulfilled you commitment to your family and made sure they will be 

provided for in your absence? And when was the last time you reviewed your policies 

to make sure the coverage  will meet their future needs? Isn’t it time to call Joe Tackx 

for a review? 

 

Joseph Tackx   Insurance Field Agent 

856-1230 
 

Degree Schedule  
 

 

1
st
 degree January 21, 2013 

@Sacred Heart #13579 

6:30pm registration 7:00pm start 

 

1
st
 & Major degree March 9, 2013 

@Spring lake St. Mary’s #2975 

9:00am registration (1
st
)  

9:30am start (1
st
) 

9:30am 2
nd

 and 3
rd

 registration 

10:30am to 1:00pm 2
nd

 and 3
rd
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                      Christmas Party 2012 
 

           
 

                    
 

           
 

           


