WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE A WITNESS
You have been asked to come to court to be a witness.
If you are the victim you are called the complaining
witness. You are going to testify about some information you have about a criminal case. Your honest and
complete statement in court may determine whether justice is served.
As a complaining witness you are the most important
person in the criminal court process. Your testimony
can playa major part in the outcome of the case. Trials
are impossible without witnesses. The success of the
American Justice System depends on the active and
willing participation

of citizens.

It is your responsibility to testify. It won't always be
easy. You will have to be away from your home or job
to appear in court. You may have to come to court more
than one day. We know that this is often a confusing
experience for people, so we have compiled some of the
most often asked questions. We hope our answers will
help you.

WHEN YOU COME TO COURT
Q. What should I do if I have questions about the case
in which I am involved, or when and where I should
go?
A. If you have questions about the case you may call
the Assistant District Attorney handling your case. If
you do not know who the Assistant District Attorney is
handling your case you may call the Crime Victims
Assistance Unit, 590-2115. It is important that you
know the defendant's name (or the docket number)
when you call. The Bronx County Criminal Court and
the Bronx County Grand Jury are located at 215 East
161 Street, Bronx, New York 10451.

Q. What should I do if I can't appear on the day I'm
scheduled to testify?
A. Immediately call the Assistant District Attorney or
the Crime Victims Assistance Unit (590-2115). The
Assistant District Attorney will tell you if your appearance can be postponed. Please be aware though, if you
are just trying to avoid testifying that once you have
received a subpoena you can be held in "contempt of
court" if you do not appear.

Q. How many times will I have to testify?
A. In Bronx County most felony cases will require that
you testify once before the Grand Jury and, if the case
goes to trial, once during the trial.In misdemeanor cases,
you will usually only testify once, at the trial.

Q. How long will my testimony take?
A. Testimony before the Grand Jury usually lasts from
just a few minutes to an hour. During a trial the amount
of time will depend on the length of direct examination
and cross examination by the Assistant District Attorney
and the Defense Attorney.
Q. Whom am I required to talk to about my case?
A. You may be contacted by the Defense Attorney or
an investigator who works for the defense. You may
talk with them if you wish but you are not required to
do so. If you tell anyone you do not want to
case, and they continue to bother you, please
District Attorney's Office immediately. You
right not to be threatened or harassed in any
because you are a witness.
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Q. What should I tell my employer?
A. Explain that you have received a subpoena to testify
for the prosecution in a criminal case. Most employers
are understanding and supportive. It is a crime for an
employer to penalize an employee because he or she is a
witness in a criminal case. If there are questions, your
employer may call the Crime Victims Assistance Unit.
IMPORTANT POINTS TO REMEMBER
The following

are some rules and suggestions

that

should be helpful to you when you appear as a witness.

ON THE DAY OF TESTIMONY
If you received a subpoena, bring it with you when you
come to court. It has information and directions that
may be useful to you.
Arrive on time and make your presence known. Show
your subpoena to the police officer at the reception desk
of the District Attorney's Office.

Dress neatly.
You will meet with an Assistant District Attorney and
receive information about the case you're involved in.
The Assistant District Attorney will review your testimony with you. Do not discuss the case or your testimony with other witnesses or attorneys. Avoid talking
about the case in the presence of the jury or anywhere in
the courthouse where you may be observed.

FOUR RULES TO FOLLOW
1. Tell the truth! You are sworn to do so.

2. Answer only the questions asked. Do not volunteer
information
3.

not actually asked for.

Do not guess at an answer. There is no harm, if
truthful, in admitting that you do not know the
answer to a question or do not remember the answer
to a question.

4.

Speak up loud and clear. A void distracting

manner-

isms such as chewing gum or slumping down in the
chair.

DURING YOUR TESTIMONY
Pay attention

when you take the oath, and answer clear-

ly when asked to do so.
Try not to be nervous. There is no need to be nervous if
you are telling the truth.
Do not answer a question you have not heard. Ask to
have the question repeated or rephrased if necessary.
Sometimes you may give a wrong answer because of
nervousness or a lapse of memory. If you recognize an
incorrect answer, clarify and correct it immediately.
Do not generalize or exaggerate.
an estimate, say so.

If your answer is only

Do not give your opinion unless specifically
so.

asked to do

Listen carefully to all instructions given to you by the
Assistant District Attorney or court.
Don't be afraid of the jury. Look the jury in the eye and
tell your story.
Always be courteous: Don't lose your temper. Don't
make jokes or wise cracks. If the defense attorney can
make you angry or can make you seem to joke about.

