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I attended the 77th Annual General Convention of the M.O.S. & B. in Charleston South Carolina and if I described
it in one word it would be; Wow! I think it was a phenomenal success and I am so glad I made time to attend. Our 

convention was from July 10-12, 2014 and what great events they had planned 
for us all including gifts such as the convention Medallion patterned after the 
1899 U.C.V. Charleston convention medal. 

Thursday after registration, we had a reception at the H.L. Hunley laboratory
and museum from 5pm to 7:30pm which included an open bar, heavy hors 
d’oeuvres, and yes, tours of the actual Hunley submarine. Actually, before the 
convention I had gotten in touch with Cain Griffi n of the Gen. P.G.T. Beauregard 
chapter by e-mail to let him know of my interest in the naval aspect of the war and 
my collections and he put me in touch with others regarding the Hunley including 
Keith Purdy. Keith dressed in a period military naval uniform and he was so 
kind to set up a display table with artifacts including cannon balls to show and 
describe to us. Dr. Lee Wilson gave us an excellent tour of the Hunley submarine 
and museum. After this day’s event was winding down, I think I purchased half 
of the museum store to bring back to Macon, but I stayed behind since I drove up 
in my car to help Keith and Cain load up Keith’s car with all his display items. I 

learned a lot of interesting facts then from Keith and the museum staff. In talks with Dr. Lee Wilson; I did not get the 
confi rmation that I desired on the Hunley rudder system but did fi nd out a past story about the Hunley having electric 
batteries turned out to be false as it was just a coil of copper wire, but they seemed to believe they were in the process 
of attempting to invent an electrical fi ring system and that was why the wire may have been there. Who knows for sure? 
Do any of you remember seeing the Turner movie; The Hunley? Well, it seems Keith was in the movie and was one of 
the Union sailors on the Housatonic fi ring down at the Hunley. Do you remember the scene in the bombed out church 
where they sang the Bonnie Blue Flag? I learned that was fi lmed in the museum where they made a set. As I stood 
there looking it was diffi cult to imagine them building that set in so close a space but they did. After loading up, we 
left to go our separate ways and me back to the hotel. What a great start for a War Between the States naval enthusiast 
as myself. 

Martin Nelson Bell at the “Carolina Yacht Club”, 
attending the “Military Order of Stars & Bars” 2014 
Convention, Commander General’s Banquet. At the 
left of the picture is Castle Pinckney and in the 
center over Mr. Bell’s shoulder is Fort Sumter in the 
distance.
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Friday morning was offi cial convention business followed by a great awards luncheon. Our own Georgia State 
Commander O. David Denard and Adjutant David L. Floyd each received the prestigious “Honorary Commander 
General” award. This award recognizes members who have given continuous dedicated leadership and meritorious 
acts for the furtherance of the Military Order of the Stars and Bars. Congratulations to these two Southern Gentlemen 
who have served our cause so well and are so deserving of this honor! 

After the awards luncheon, our friend Cain Griffi n generously offered to take a group of us on a tour of museums and 
places of interest in the old Charleston district while others chose their own paths of interest until the next event that 
evening. Of particular interest was the U.D.C. Confederate Museum that is a must see in Charleston. There you will 
fi nd so many items of interest and of priceless historical value I could not begin to list them here. The tour given by Mrs. 
June Wells was a treasure by itself and she is a fi xture in Charleston and not afraid to stand up to protecting Southern 
Values and traditions even if it includes letting the current mayor know her feelings in that regard. She has held every 
post in the UDC all the way to President General. Two of us had to have pictures taken with this wonderful Southern 
lady who does so much for the cause in Charleston. At the end of the tour, she asked us what stood out to each of us 
at the museum so it could help them in future tours. There were so many artifacts to choose from including the giant 
oil painting of General Beauregard that the mayor had removed from city hall to be politically correct. But, I chose an 
item that others may have passed by which was a large metal commemorative bowl made by the men that served on the 
CSS iron clad Palmetto State I believe, using the metal from the boiler. As one who had studied what these men went 
through and who had only fi nished the model of this ship within the last few years it really had an emotional effect on 
me. Now, on to the main event of Friday’s convention, a tour of Ft. Sumter, the harbor and the Commander General’s 
reception on our own chartered ship. 

Well, if you are any type of student of the history of the War Between the States and especially if you are an enthusiast 
of the naval aspect of that war as I am, then it is a dream of yours and mine to visit Fort Sumter! After parking we 
entered the National Park Service building on shore and then boarded “The Spirit of Carolina” complete with two air 
conditioned decks and a wonderful spread of heavy hors d’oeuvres with cash bars. The food was great and the M.O.S & 
B. fellowship was even better with new friends being made and old acquaintances being renewed. Heading out we got 
a good close up view of Castle Pinckney that was fl ying the “Stars & Bars” just for our group. I also enjoyed seeing and 
taking pictures of the USS Yorktown that was docked in the distance. We landed and departed at Fort Sumter and began 
touring the grounds just as a thunder storm reared up in the distance and drizzled rain on us a little. We all enjoyed 
seeing the fort, its cannons, the museum and you could see deep thoughts on the faces of many as they pondered what 
it was like for our men way back then and how it may have been to be under constant assault as they were most of 
the time. Before we left, the national park service gave us the honor of helping to take down all the fl ags fl ying on the 
grounds. I made mention to several people that maybe we should not be at the base of all these huge metal fl ag poles 
with a thunder storm nearby, but we were all spared the bolt and successfully removed all the fl ags in a reverend and 
respectful manner. We boarded our boat again and departed ashore thus ending Fridays offi cial M.O.S. & B. schedule 
and many then went on to other interest including many of Charleston excellent restaurants and shops.

Saturday, July 12, began with a prayer breakfast followed by our offi cial business meeting which I found very 
interesting with stimulating discussions. I actually made two proposals myself; (1) that all members buying items at 
the HQ store could use a check instead of using their credit card online due to all the computer hacking that has been 
witnessed worldwide and (2) for the purposes of  winning the award for bringing in new members to the M.O.S. & B., 
a member would receive credit for bringing in a member that has been off the rolls for years due to the fact that just 
as much work is sometimes required to bring back a member as it is to bring in someone who has never joined before. 
Both ideas seemed to bring unanimous “unoffi cial” approval and we were told we could use a check to buy from the 
HQ store now if we wished. My other proposal will have to be offi cially introduced later. The big news of this meeting 
was of course the elections with former Commander General Toni Turk; (now Chief of Staff), passing on the torch 
to our new Commander General Howard Jones. Our own “Army of the Tennessee” will now be commanded by Bert 
Daniel Blackmon III of Bay Minette, Alabama with Georgians O. David Denard and David Lafayette Floyd serving as 
A.O.T. councilors. Congratulations to these and all the other offi cers of the 2014-2015 M.O.S. & B. staff as it will be a 
great pleasure to serve under these gentlemen with all their dedication, knowledge and experience to guide us. 



Dr. d’Alvigny, Daring Doctor in Dixie
Few men in history have the incredible fate to save many lives with the aid of God and skill for both comrade 
and foe as Dr. Peter Paul Noel d ’Alvigny in two revolutions.  Saving lives started early for young Noel 
d’Alvigny, who was born in Paris, France in 1800.  In 1815, during the battle of Waterloo, Noel d’Alvigny 
received a medal for saving a French soldier’s life in Napoleon’s Army.  The young fi fteen-year-old quickly 
learned to be an apprentice to a French Army surgeon. After his apprenticeship, he became a surgeon and 
remained in the French Army.

During the French Revolution of 1830, d’Alvigny was acquainted with Marquis 
de Lafayette as evidenced by the French dagger from 1830 still in the possession 
of d’Alvigny descendants.  In 1832, he treated the wounded at the barricade 
in the center of Paris similar to the one described in Victor Hugo’s classic, 
Les Miserables.  That same year, d’Alvigny was exiled from France when the 
public falsely suspected that French doctors caused a Cholera epidemic.

Dr. d’Alvigny settled in Charleston, South Carolina some time in the 1830s.  In 
1837, he married the daughter of a captain in Napoleon’s Army named, Emeline de la Foy, in Woodbridge, 
New Jersey.  Dr. d’Alvigny continued to practice medicine as a dentist and surgeon in Charleston.  In 1848, 
he performed an operation on the disfi gured nose of a Charleston woman, and was featured in the April 
15, 1848 issue of Scientifi c American for his successful procedure.  In 1840s, he advertised in the Southern 
Patriot for his patients to come to his dentist offi ce near the intersection of King and George Streets.  Dr. 
d’Alvigny was a generous person who offered reduced rates for African Americans and gratis service on the 
Sabbath morning for patients who could not afford his fees.

After the business meeting, Cain Griffi n, (our new Treasurer General), took a number of us to a restaurant in the 
historic district and he even paid for lunch for all of us. If Cain Griffi n does not fi t the very defi nition of a Southern 
Gentleman with their traits of hospitality then I don’t know who does. Referring back to my fi rst statements in the 
Thursday afternoon agenda I had mentioned that Cain and I had talked about my wanting to see the naval historical 
sites in Charleston, he then offered to take me on a tour which included the old cemetery including the graves of the 
crews of the H.L. Hunley submarine as well as other Confederate offi cers and Southern gentlemen; a tour of the Citadel 
University including a cannon of either the CSS iron clad Palmetto State or the Chicora, which we found to be un-kept 
and over grown with shrubs which upset both of us and a few other historical sites in town. Again I cannot begin to 
express my gratitude to Cain for this tour and I will always treasure the photos I made of those sites, especially the 
graves of the H.L. Hunley crews, always. 

The highlight of the day and the fi nal event of the convention is the “Commander General’s Banquet at the “Carolina 
Yacht Club” and what a banquet it was. The cocktail hour before the banquet made for great fellowship amongst our 
members once again and a number of us made our way to the balcony for pictures and conversation while viewing Fort 
Sumter and Castle Pinckney out in the ocean beyond. Personally I was impressed by so many members wearing such 
beautiful Confederate offi cer’s uniforms. I remember at the table I asked all where they got their fi ne uniforms from 
and in unison they said; “Blockade Runner”, so I know where to order mine now.  Bon Appetit, General Beauregard 
would have told us as the food and service were superb and the business part of the banquet included the swearing in 
of new offi cers. Our own Georgia Commander O. David Denard and Georgia Adjutant David L. Floyd were part of the 
color guard in full Confederate Offi cers uniform. As a bright full moon shined through the glass doors over looking the 
ocean into the room, we were rewarded with an excellent speech about our Southern heritage and Charleston history 
from Doug Bostick, Director of the Battleground Preservation Trust in Charleston. Thus was concluded our 2014 
M.O.S. & B. convention; my fi rst, certainly not my last and an unforgettable experience in Charleston that I will never 
forget. Many thanks to all that made this such a great experience for us all present. 

Martin N. Bell, Editor, MOS&B life member, Macon, GA.

Families’s 1830 French Dagger



                         

In 1849, Dr. d’Alvigny’s wife died of tuberculosis.  She was laid to rest beneath the Saint Patrick’s Church 
in Charleston.  The following year, d’Alvigny left Charleston to make his home in the young city of Atlanta, 
Georgia.  Four years later, he became one of the first physicians to staff the Atlanta Medical College which 
was established in 1854 on the site of Grady Memorial Hospital.  The 
Atlanta Medical College eventually became Emory Medical College.  Dr. 
d’Alvigny’s medical instruments were purchased by the College in 1858 
and displayed at the Calhoun Library. When the revolution for Southern 
Independence broke out, Dr. d’Alvigny suggested that a hospital be 
established in Atlanta to help the Southern cause with nursing staff 
provided by members of his family, gratis.  His daughter, Pauline 
Campbell, was in charge of several Confederate hospitals after the Battle 
of Jonesboro in September, 1864.   
 
Dr. d’Alvigny did not wait for the war to come to him.  He was one of the early organizers of Company A 
of the Ninth Georgia Artillery Battalion, also known as “Leyden Artillery”. Dr. d’Alvigny led his unit in 
support of his commanders to protect salt mines in the mountains near Tazwell, Virginia in 1862.  In a 
letter written by his Lieutenant W.R. McEntire at the Atlanta History Center Archives, McEntire wrote 
about Dr. d’Alvigny.  “He marched in front with the Commanding Officers, and was often consulted as to 
the movements and camping of same.  He was thoroughly drilled in Artillery tactics, zealous in the cause 
of the South and I do not think a braver or better soldier ever lived.” In March of the following year, he 
resigned his position for health reasons and returned to the Atlanta Medical College.  Dr. d’Alvigny’s son-in-
law, Robert Campbell remained with the Leyden Artillery and was one of nineteen men who survived until 
General Lee surrendered at Appomattox.  

During the war, the Leyden Artillery saw action at Chickamauga in September 1863 under General James 
Longstreet, and was later involved with the siege of Petersburg.  Back at the Atlanta Medical College, Dr. 
d’Alvigny worked many hours tending to the wounded from the battle of Chickamauga.

In the summer of 1864,   Sherman’s army moved closer to Atlanta.  After the Union forces crossed the 
Chattahoochee River, Union cannons were aimed toward the city from a position near the present day site 
of the Fox Theater at Peachtree and Ponce De Leon Avenue.  In August, a free African American barber 
named Solomon Luckie was wounded by an artillery shell that hit the lamp post at Whitehall and Alabama 
Street.  Luckie was rushed to Dr. d’Alvigny where his leg was amputated in a failed attempt to save his life.  
The lamp post still stands today in Underground Atlanta near the entrance to the Five Points Transit station. 
This same lamp post was lighted at the premiere of the movie, Gone With the Wind.  

During the bombardment of Atlanta, a mother and her baby were killed when a shell exploded in a house 
next to the Atlanta Medical College.  Dr. d’Alvigny’s daughter, Pauline risked her life to look for a letter from 
her dear husband/soldier, Robert Campbell.  No letter has been received in months.  As she walked towards 
the center of town, a shell fragment tore through her dress and knocked down a Confederate soldier on 
horseback.  Her efforts were worth the risk because she located the letter and learned that her husband was 
safe.   The 1881 book, Our Brother in Black:  his freedom and his future by Atticus G. Haygood contains 
excerpts from a speech by Dr. d’Alvigny shortly before the surrender of Atlanta.   Atticus Haygood was a 
chaplain in the Confederate Army and later became President of Emory College at Oxford, Georgia, the 
forerunner of Emory University in Atlanta.  In the speech, Dr. d’Alvigny said, “My fellow citizens, I have 
been in two revolutions before this.  One time I was conquer-er, one time I was the conquer-ed.  I tell you 
there is one great difference in those two little letters.” The victors write their version of history.

Sara Huff gave a southern perspective of the fighting near Atlanta and recorded it in her diary, (which is 
now in archives at the Atlanta History Center), as follows: “Before the fiery July sun had set, thousands of 
as brave men as ever, joined battle, were numbered among the dead.  And I saw thousands more brought 
into the city in ominous black covered ambulances which made their slow, pain-laden way up Decatur 
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Street to several improvised hospitals where Dr. D’Alvigny and Dr. Logan as well as many of Atlanta’s 
most prominent ladies, waited to try to ease their suffering.  …Men were clinging to sides of the hospital 
vans trying to fan away the terrible swarms of flies which hovered over the wounded.”

As Sherman’s flanking maneuvers continued, the citizens of Atlanta were ordered to leave, according to 
Pauline Campbell.  She described an incident that took place during the evacuation. “After Atlanta was 
taken, a yankee drove up to the door and gave me my choice, to go south or north that no rebel could 
remain.  I told him I would go south where gentlemen were found.”  Pauline took a train south to Milner, 
Georgia. He carried us to the car shed at 9 o’clock in the morning.  At 2 my little children were crying for 
bread and I had none to give them.   A young soldier, camped in the park, hearing their cries, came to us and 
said “I might be a hated Yankee, but I still have heart enough to give a little child something to eat.  Will you 
accept it?” he said.  “What could I do but accept the food”, said Pauline.   At 4 o’clock the train started and 
we were stopped at East Point for half an hour, still surrounded by guards.”  The train reached Jonesboro 
in the night where the moon shined on the dead from the battle.  Pauline arrived in Milner, Georgia and 
looked after the Confederate wounded in her care.  She returned home to Atlanta with only the clothes she 
was wearing and seeds to start a new crop.  The gold coin she kept bought a milk cow.  

After the surrender of Atlanta, Dr. d’Alvigny was ordered 
to treat the wounded troops of Union General Jefferson 
C. Davis.  The good doctor was paid one hundred dollars 
a month in U.S. currency.  “The services of this doctor 
are indispensible” wrote Union Surgeon, George Cooper 
who signed the contract with Dr. d’Alvigny on September 
6, 1864.  The document is on file at the Atlanta History 
Center.  After the war, Dr. d’Alvigny worked for the 
Freedman’s Bureau and gave free vaccinations in Atlanta 
during the smallpox epidemic of 1866. 

Dr. d’Alvigny is credited with preventing the Atlanta Medical College from being burned by Sherman.  The 
account of how Dr. d’Alvigny saved the Atlanta Medical College is written in Franklin Garrett’s book, Atlanta 
and its Environs.  For his efforts, Dalvigny Street in northwest Atlanta is named in his honor.   On November 
15, 1864 Dr. d’Alvingy was present when the Yankees began to light the kindling around the Atlanta Medical 
College.  He exclaimed that he never seen where wounded men would be allowed to be burned in any of 
three armies he had served.  The Yankee officer said there was no wounded in the building.  Dr. d’Alvigny 
then opened the door to reveal members of his staff full of alcohol, moaning and groaning masquerading as 
wounded patients.  Descendants tell the story that the staff was given Ipecac or a drug to make them appear 
that they were sick and vomiting.  In his French accent Dr. d’Alvigny turned to the Yankee major and said 
“look, I cannot move them.  They are so sick!”. Dr. d’Alvigny was given until the next day to evacuate the 
wounded, but the building was saved when Sherman’s Army left Atlanta in a hurry on their “March to the 
Sea.”  

Dr. d’Alvigny’s closest friend in Atlanta was Catholic Priest O’Reilly.   Father O’Reilly rendered great service 
by helping to treat the wounded soldiers.  Most of the Atlanta churches were saved when Father O’Reilly, 
accompanied by Dr. d’Alvigny, threatened to ex-communicate any soldier caught setting fire to a church.  
This directive was supported by Union General Henry Slocum.  

Following the surrender of Confederate forces in 1865, emotions were high on both sides.  One day,     Dr. 
d’Alvigny was walking along an Atlanta street in a confederate gray uniform when a soldier in United States 
uniform began to sing the song “Hang Jeff Davis on a Sour Apple Tree”.  Dr. d’Alvigny took offense, and 
beat the soldier with a steel rod umbrella until the federal soldier stepped back.  The federal soldier then 
drew his bayonet and attempted to rush upon Dr. d’Alvigny, but was restrained by bystanders who wore their 

C.S.A. Pres. Jefferson Davis with Dr. d’Alvigny’s
granddaughter speaking from train.



uniforms of gray.  The Federal soldier was then turned over to a police captain and sent to Fort McPherson 
south of Atlanta.

Dr. Peter Paul Noel d’Alvigny was proud of his heritage and family.  His son, Charles served in Cobb’s 
Legion and served as part of the one hundred men escort that guarded Joseph E. Johnston before his fi nal 
surrender.  Charles d’Alvigny rebuilt the streets of Atlanta after the war.  Charles also served as city sexton 
for Oakland Cemetery where his father was buried in the Confederate dead section near the grave of General 
John B. Gordon.  Charles d’Alvigny’s grandson, James d’Alvigny McCullough was one of original founding 
members of M.O.S.&B. that met in Columbia, SC in 1938.

To ensure that this great man is not forgotten, the author held a d’Alvigny reunion in 2002 where plaques 
were provided to honor the “d’Alvigny family” at the family plot in Oakland Cemetery. The graves are 
included on the Civil War tour.  Atlanta historians believe and publications state that Dr. Noel d’Alvigny was 
the model for the character, “Dr. Meade” in the book, Gone With the Wind.

Submitted by Rick Clarke, member of M.O.S.&B., Lawrenceville, Georgia and direct descendant of 
Dr. d’Alvigny. 

The Confederate States Flag design hijacked by Russian separatist, 
(terrorists) in the Ukraine? It seems so!

Just when you thought the desecration of our beloved Confederate States Flag could not get any worse, it has. For some 
time, we have seen right wing extremist’s groups use and abuse our fl ag and now it is the turn of the extreme left wing 
Russian terrorists in the Ukraine to abuse it. In University; I majored in foreign relations and diplomacy under political 
science and to this day when I fi rst start my day I look up international news to keep current. I have been fascinated 
with the political situation in the Ukraine since their countries inception and even more so with the Ukrainian people’s 
ouster of President Viktor Yanukovych in February. When the pro Russian separatist’s began their campaign of terror 
and illegal activities and their pictures began appearing on some news sources; I thought I was seeing a Confederate 
fl ag by their side in the distance or unclearly. As time went by I saw it was not my imagination and the world press 
took notice and saw the connection also. Should the Confederate Flag design fl y next to the old Soviet red fl ag with a 
yellow hammer and sickle? It is now! You all know these Russian terrorists are responsible for the outright murder of 
the passengers on Malaysian Airline’s fi ght # MH-17 in the Ukraine. Imagine my horror at seeing what appeared to 
be a Confederate fl ag fl own by the same terrorist who shot down this plane in the fi eld amongst the dead bodies of the 
passengers.  The Moscow Times reports that similarities to the Confederate fl ag are apparently not intentional.
They located the Ukrainian insurgency supporter credited with introducing the design; he says he merely found it    in 
the Times’ words “online somewhere.”  And in such a manner is the course of history determined. 
Speaking for myself; I reject the use of the Confederate States Flag design by these terrorist and feel we need to 
support the current Ukrainian government of President Poroshenko who spoke to a joint meeting of our Congress 
recently. The best way to punish those who are desecrating our Confederate fl ag is to write your Senators and House of 
Representatives members and insist they provide the Ukrainian government of President Porshenko with real weapons 
to fi ght for their democratic survival. Tell your representatives and President Obama that M.R.E.’s, blankets and 
goggles are no match for Russian missiles, artillery batteries, tanks, or sophisticated weapons and you want them to 
introduce a bill to give the Ukraine real weapons. 

Martin N. Bell, author. This article is the opinion of the author and in no way represents the views of the MOS&B or 
any other organization and is the sole property of the author.
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