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Pablo Neruda  ( July 12, 1904 – September 23, 1973) was the pen name and, later, 
legal name of the Chilean poet and politician  Neftalí Ricardo Reyes Basoalto. He 
chose his pen name after Czech poet Jan Neruda. Neruda wrote in a variety of styles 
such  as  erotically  charged love  poems  as  in  his 
collection  Twenty  Poems  of  Love  and  a  Song  of  
Despair,  surrealist  poems, historical  epics,  and 
overtly  political  manifestos. In  1971  Neruda  won 
the  Nobel  Prize  for Literature.  Colombian 
novelist  Gabriel  García Márquez  once  called 
him "the greatest poet of the 20th  century  in  any 
language."[1] Neruda always wrote in green ink as it 
was  his  personal  colour  of hope. On July 15, 1945, 
at Pacaembu Stadium in São Paulo, Brazil, he read to 
100,000 people in honour of Communist revolutionary leader Luís Carlos Prestes.[2] 
During his lifetime, Neruda occupied many diplomatic positions and served a stint as 
a senator for the Chilean Communist Party. When Conservative Chilean President 
González Videla outlawed communism in Chile in 1948, a warrant was issued for 
Neruda's arrest. Friends hid him for months in a house basement in the Chilean port 
of Valparaíso. Later, Neruda escaped into exile through a mountain pass near Maihue 
Lake into Argentina. Years later, Neruda was a close collaborator to socialist President 
Salvador Allende. When Neruda returned to Chile after his Nobel Prize acceptance 
speech, Allende invited him to read at the Estadio Nacional before 70,000 people. 
Neruda was hospitalized with cancer at the time of the Chilean coup d'état led by 
Augusto Pinochet. Three days after being hospitalized, Neruda died of heart failure. 
Already a legend in life, Neruda's death reverberated around the world. Pinochet had 
denied  permission  to  transform  Neruda's  funeral  into  a  public  event. However, 
thousands of grieving Chileans disobeyed the curfew and crowded the streets.
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Pablo Neruda
Biography
Pablo Neruda (1904-1973), whose real name is Neftalí Ricardo Reyes Basoalto, was born 
on 12 July, 1904, in the town of Parral in Chile. His father was a railway employee 
and his mother, who died
shortly after his birth, a teacher. Some years later his father, who had then moved to 
the town of Temuco, remarried doña Trinidad Candia Malverde. The poet spent his 
childhood and youth in Temuco, where he also got to know Gabriela Mistral, head of 
the girls' secondary school, who took a liking to him. At the early age of thirteen he 
began to contribute some articles to the daily "La Mañana", among them, Entusiasmo  
y  Perseverancia  - his  first  publication - and his  first  poem. In 1920, he became a 
contributor  to  the  literary  journal  "Selva  Austral"  under  the  pen  name  of  Pablo 
Neruda, which he adopted in memory of the Czechoslovak poet Jan Neruda (1834-
1891). Some of the poems Neruda wrote at that time are to be found in his first  
published  book:  Crepusculario  (1923). The  following  year  saw  the  publication  of 
Veinte  poemas  de  amor  y  una  cancion  desesperada, one  of  his  best-known and  most 
translated  works.  Alongside  his  literary  activities,  Neruda  studied  French  and 
pedagogy  at  the  University  of  Chile  in  Santiago. Between  1927  and  1935, the 
government put him in charge of a number of honorary consulships, which took him 
to Burma, Ceylon, Java, Singapore, Buenos Aires, Barcelona, and Madrid. His poetic 
production during that difficult period included, among other works, the collection of 
esoteric surrealistic poems, Residencia en la tierra  (1933), which marked his literary 
breakthrough. The Spanish Civil War and the murder of García Lorca, whom Neruda 
knew, affected him strongly and made him join the Republican movement, first in 
Spain, and later  in  France, where  he  started  working  on his  collection  of  poems 
España en el  Corazón  (1937). The same year he returned to his native country, to 
which  he  had  been  recalled,  and  his  poetry  during  the  following  period  was 
characterised  by  an  orientation  towards  political  and  social  matters.  España  en  el  
Corazón had a great impact by virtue of its being printed in the middle of the front 
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during  the  civil  war.  In  1939,  Neruda  was  appointed  consul  for  the  Spanish 
emigration, residing  in  Paris, and, shortly  afterwards, Consul  General  in  Mexico, 
where he rewrote his Canto General de Chile, transforming it into an epic poem about 
the whole South American continent, its nature, its people and its historical destiny. 
This  work,  entitled  Canto  General,  was  published  in  Mexico  1950,  and  also 
underground in Chile. It consists of approximately 250 poems brought together into 
fifteen literary cycles and constitutes the central part of Neruda's production. Shortly 
after its publication, Canto General was translated into some ten languages. Nearly all 
these poems were created in a difficult situation, when Neruda was living abroad. In 
1943, Neruda returned to Chile, and in 1945 he was elected senator of the Republic, 
also joining the Communist Party of Chile. Due to his  protests against President 
González Videla's repressive policy against striking miners in 1947, he had to live 
underground in his own country for two years until he managed to leave in 1949. 
After living in different European countries he returned home in 1952. A great deal 
of what he published during that period bears the stamp of his political activities; one 
example is Las Uvas y el Viento (1954), which can be regarded as the diary of Neruda's 
exile. In Odas elementales (1954- 1959) his message is expanded into a more extensive 
description of the world, where the objects of the hymns - things, events and relations 
-  are  duly  presented  in  alphabetic  form.  Neruda's  production  is  exceptionally 
extensive. For example, his  Obras Completas, constantly republished, comprised 459 
pages in 1951; in 1962 the number of pages was 1,925, and in 1968 it amounted to 
3,237, in two volumes. Among his works of the last few years can be mentioned Cien  
sonetos de amor (1959), which includes poems dedicated to his wife Matilde Urrutia, 
Memorial de Isla Negra, a poetic work of an autobiographic character in five volumes, 
published on the occasion of his sixtieth birthday, Arte de pajáros (1966), La Barcarola  
(1967), the play Fulgor y muerte de Joaquín Murieta (1967), Las manos del día (1968), 
Fin del mundo (1969), Las piedras del cielo (1970), and La espada encendida.
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Too Many Names
by Pablo Neruda (1904 - 1973)

English version by Anthony Kerrigan
Original Language: Spanish

Mondays are meshed with Tuesdays
and the week with the whole year.
Time cannot be cut
with your weary scissors,
and all the names of the day
are washed out by the waters of night.
No one can claim the name of Pedro,
nobody is Rosa or Maria,
all of us are dust or sand,
all of us are rain under rain.
They have spoken to me of Venezuelas,
of Chiles and of Paraguays;
I have no idea what they are saying.
I know only the skin of the earth
and I know it is without a name.
When I lived amongst the roots
they pleased me more than flowers did,
and when I spoke to a stone
it rang like a bell.
It is so long, the spring
which goes on all winter.
Time lost its shoes.

A year is four centuries.
When I sleep every night,
what am I called or not called?
And when I wake, who am I
if I was not while I slept?
This means to say that scarcely
have we landed into life
than we come as if new-born;
let us not fill our mouths
with so many faltering names,
with so many sad formalities,
with so many pompous letters,
with so much of yours and mine,
with so much of signing of papers.
I have a mind to confuse things,
unite them, bring them to birth,
mix them up, undress them,
until the light of the world
has the oneness of the ocean,
a generous, vast wholeness,
a crepitant fragrance.


