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1. What is Amateur Radio? ... A Brief History 

a. Wireless communication began in 1887, about 15 years prior to the 

sinking of the RMS Titanic. Many of the wireless operators came 

from two sources; A) Western Union Telegraph (commercial) 

operators and B) Non Western Union operators which later became 

known as Amateur Radio Operators, aka HAM‟s. The messages were 

sent using Morse code consisting of sounds of dits and dashes, which 

were also used when sending, telegraph messages. The radio 

frequency that was used many times was in the range 500,000 hertz 

(kHz) to the low million hertz (MHz) range.  Generally this frequency 

range was commonly referred to as “Shortwave”.  

b. In 1897 the wireless communication made a big break-through by  

inventor  Guglielmo Marconi,  it was his equipment and operators 

that were employed onboard the RMS Titanic‟s‟ radio room, with a 

radio callsign of “MGY”.  

c. In 1905 the Morse code “SOS” (Save Our Ship) distress call was 

adopted by German ships as a distress call. However, the British 

marine with Marconi operators wanted to maintain the “CQD” 

(General Call Disaster), As a result, many times this caused confusion 

in an emergency as to what to send out. This appears to be the case 

during the Titanic tragedy.  Eventually, both distress formats were 

sent to help alleviate any future problems related to the old and new 

formats. 

d. During the 20th century Amateur Radio has been used to 

communicate throughout the world between individuals and ships, 

aircraft, the space station, commuters, trains and different countries. 

This trend continues now into the 21
st
 century, the technology has 

changed in addition to the quality of the information that is 

exchanged between operators. 

2. What is the Relationship of HAM‟s (Amateur Radio Operators)   

and the Titanic Disaster 

a. During the maiden voyage of the RMS Titanic, the radio room was 

busier than normal due to the high amount of message traffic that was 
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being sent from passengers to their friends, families and business 

contacts, notifying them of their arrivals. At one point during the 

transit, the radio traffic was so heavy that other vessels in the area 

were unable to file their position reports to their companies. Titanic‟s 

radio operators sent and received approximately 250 passenger 

telegrams in the course of its maiden voyage. Of note, Titanic had one 

of the most powerful ship‟s radio transmitter on board at the time and 

often during its maiden voyage relayed messages from other ships that 

had a much limited range than that of Titanic.    

b. Some of the ship‟s messages were being monitored by individuals 

listening on their “home brew” individually built wireless radio 

receiver equipment. The high power transmitter of the Titanic could 

be heard for hundreds of miles by communication stations and 

HAMs, however, the Amateur Radio equipment was normally only 

operated at low power and unable to communicate with far away 

stations unless the weather condition were ideal. HAMs normally 

spent their evening hours listening the “shortwave” frequencies. In 

many cases these HAMs were the news source for many remote 

communities.  Later in the century many news journalist, including 

Walter Cronkite, filed their stories via their HAM equipment. 

c. Various news stories that made the print resulting from the Titanic 

tragedy was from  information gathered by Amateur Radio operators 

and their “shortwave” receivers and forwarded to these news outlets.  

 

The only known photograph of Titanic's Marconi room. Taken by passenger Fr. Browne, who 

disembarked in Queenstown. 
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Operator is probably Harold Bride. Photograph from the Fr. Browne collection.  

3. Why Should the Amateur Radio Community Share a Partial 

Stage with the Mystic Aquarium in the 100
th

 Anniversary of the 

Titanic Disaster 

a. The involvement that Mystic Aquarium has regarding the 

RMS Titanic is obvious to the public; however, the current 

generation of youth is naïve of what ”CW” transmissions, 

“shortwave” bands and “sparker” transmitters are and how 

important they were at the time, not to mention the hazards 

that accompanied them. Also often overlooked is the 

incredible benefits Amateur radio and it‟s operators 

provide to their communities, in times of crises and 

catastrophes, as they provide the only communication to the 

outside world. 

b. Today‟s youth need to better understand the role that 

Amateur Radio played during the Titanic tragedy and all 

the other natural and man-made emergencies then, up to 

and including the current century, i.e. HAM‟s were the first 

to restore communications during the Katrina disaster 

when the communication infra-structure was destroyed 

during the storm. 

c. It is possible the Titanic tragedy and other disasters or 

emergencies may have been much worse had it not been for 

the dedication of the early Marconi and HAM radio 

operators. 

4. What the Amateur Radio Theme would Focus on  

a. The local Southeastern Connecticut Radio Amateur Mobile System, 

SCRAMS, club has identified April 15
th

, 2012 as a special event day 

and has procured a Special Event wireless radio callsign, “W1S” (for 
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the “White Star” line) from the FCC in order to help commemorate 

this event with fellow HAMs throughout the world by using this 

Special Callsign along with a uniquely designed “QSL” card  (a 

postcard styled validation card which HAMs use to verify a 

conversation between two Amateur Radio Stations, (QSO)). If the 

Aquarium would like, we could add the Mystic Aquarium‟s logo or 

slogan to commemorate this special affair. 

b. We plan to educate and show the public how the early 20
th

 century 

wireless communications worked and demonstrate what the distress 

signals sounded like and what the “CW” messages looked like using 

current computer technology for those more familiar with todays 

technology styles and formats. 

c. Also, we will have two or more “CW” radio operators doing live 

connections with other stations, domestic or with foreign countries 

using modern technology equipment, demonstrating the changes that 

have occurred since the days of the Titanic. 

d. We hope to have a few Titanic artifacts that„s related to 

communications for viewing. 

e. Mystic Aquarium would not be obligated for any cash outlay for 

SCRAMS participation, only to provide a space for our booth and 

equipment. 

f. We will also have the help and support of the American Radio Relay 

League (ARRL), with its 700,000 + strong membership headquartered 

in Newington, Connecticut. They are planning for their 100
th

 

anniversary in 2014. They, along with three of the local Ham clubs, 

will provide additional PR information and material to the local 

media print and TV stations to promote this special event. 

 


