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The Okanogan County Amateur Radio Club 

held their April meeting at the Omak Library, 

and was well attended. The May21st meeting 

will also be at the Omak Library at 6:30 as well.  

We talked about having more virtual meetings, 

and it was voted on not to have them at this 

time, face to face got the vote. 

We did discuss having the Transmitter (FOX) 

hunt at the Annual Pateros camp-out.  

W7MCM recommended we hide the 

Transmitter and leave it on and folks who want 

to go find it can go for it, there will be a note 

pad with it and numbers, pick up the number, 

leave the transmitter and come to the camp 

grounds and give it to one of the club members. 

KK7MF or W7MCM will be there. We will have it 

transmitting on 146.565. 

We discussed having classes helping folks get 

their General and Extra class up grades, we did 

not decide on anything yet. 

We adjourned the meeting with W7MCM 

turning on the transmitter we will be using for 

the Fox Hunt and an impromptu hunt. 

This just in from Roger O:  

Antenna building class for the newer hams in 

our area who might need help 

Monday may 5th 

101 Gala Road, Chelan,WA 

5:30 to 8:30pm 

Driving directions: 

Going north out of Chelan turn right after Les 

Schwab tires toward Chelan falls 

Approximately a half mile there will be the old 

Naumus building on your left.  Sign over the 

door now reads “Techni-Systems” This is the 

place , see you there .Will try to monitor 

146.520 Please bring antenna building 

materialWire, coax fittings, Coax, old tape 

measure you can cut up, electrical tape, 

analyzer, and a few tools etc Thanks see you 

thereRogerO  w7ch  509-687-3919 

From the ARRL: 

For those of us playing in the ARRL WAS: 

The ARRL Centennial W1AW WAS operations 

taking place throughout 2014 from each of the 

50 states now are in Connecticut (W1AW/1) 

and Nevada (W1AW/7). The W1AW portable 

operations will relocate at 0000 UTC on 

Wednesday, May 7 (the evening of May 6 in US 

time zones), to Nebraska (W1AW/0). There will 

be no "second" state that week. The Utah 

(W1AW/7) operation initially scheduled now 

will take place starting July 2 (UTC). This will be 

the second and final opportunity to work 

W1AW from Nebraska for the ARRL Centennial 

QSO Party and for the "Worked All States 

W1AW Award 

During 2014 W1AW will be on the air from 

every state (at least twice) and most US 

territories, and it will be easy to work all states 

solely by contacting W1AW portable 

operations. 

Just in from the North County: 

Carlos KT7CA is teaching an Amateur Radio class 

at the North Valley Community School. The 

classes are May1, 8th, 15th and the 22nd at 7:00 

until 8:30. Contact the school for more 

information.  
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              Safety Thoughts 

 With the recent accident at the home of Don 

KS7C, in which Don a tree limb and a ladder 

became casualties.  Rumor has it Don and his 

Dr. were amazed that no bones were broken! 

The condition of the ladder is unknown at this 

time. Don claims to be “ on the mend, but not 

moving too fast with the walker”. 

    Most of us know the average age of the ham 

operator has been on the rise since the 60's.  In 

1960 the average age was 28, by 88' it was 38 

and today is over 50! Now you would think that 

with the age would come wisdom, and there 

would be less accidents. The reality of the 

situation is a bit different. We are still putting 

up antennas and towers and doing all the 

physical things that come with ham radio. I see 

no problem with that, but we as a different 

demographic may need to consider different 

approaches to some of the challenges. I know I 

am not as agile as I was at say 30 now that I am 

on the higher side of 50! I know Don has a 

boom truck out when he needs to work on his 

quad antenna having it placed on ladders 

instead of the tower. I like wire antennas that 

can be hung from trees and tilt-over towers so 

as not to climb anymore. Even using all our skills 

at adapting to circumstances we still have to be 

aware of the dangers at hand. I am not saying 

Don wasn't careful, I am saying we all need to 

be more diligent with safety concerns.  I 

recently had some workers at my home and 

they needed access to my roof. I watched as the 

one held the ladder while the other screwed a 

board to the eve and then screwed brackets to 

the board attaching the ladder. My eves are 

only 10 feet or so off the ground but company 

policy is to secure any ladder leading to a roof. 

That made me think how many times I have 

leaned a ladder and climbed onto the roof, 

without even thinking. 

    The last line should be the one of concern, 

doing without thinking! I am betting we are all 

guilty of that one. Even with the best laid plans 

accidents do happen, but we can all improve 

our safety habits..de KK7UF the Happy Homer   

Annual Pateros Camp-out /potluck    
is the week-end before Memorial Day, May16, 

17,18.  It is ½ mile up Hiway 153 on the right 

side on the Methow River. Free camping, 

potluck at 1:00 sharp, bring a dish and plate and 

eating utensils if you plan on eating. NO DOGS 

AT THE POTLUCK!!! Some folks get there 

Thursday morning and stay the whole week-

end. Others just stop by for the Pot-luck .Some 

will bring treasures to sell and trade- tailgating, 

usually on Saturday morning, which starts 

around 9 or 10. Friday night they will be having 

tube steaks. They will also have a Cowboy 

Hamlet poetry hour and maybe music after the 

pot-luck. Bring a lawn chair and your friends 

and come enjoy the fun. The Methow River is 

usually really high due to spring run-off and our 

spring weather is usually beautiful. It truly is an 

International event with British Columbia 

represented well!  You do not want to miss it. 

Oh the Okanagan County Amateur Radio Club 

will be sponsoring a Fox Hunt! Not sure what 

the 1st place prize will be but it should be 

GOOD! Last year it was a new HT radio.         

Just A Friendly Reminder: With every 

one getting one or more of these new Chinese 

Bao Feng radios, we need to be aware of the 

FCC rules on using FRS and GMRS that these 

radios have… This is straight off the FCC web 

site- read it and use your radio responsibly. 

After all, if you are a licensed Amateur radio 

operator, then you should know what, where 

and how to operate the radio you are using. 
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Don’t do anything illegal just because the other 

guy is. You never know who is listening!!!                                                    

The Family Radio Service (FRS) is in the 462 - 

467 MHz spectrum range. The most common 

use for FRS spectrum is short-distance, two-way 

communications using small, portable hand-

held devices that function similar to walkie-

talkies. Similar services include the General 

Mobile Radio Service (GMRS) and the Multi-Use 

Radio Service (MURS).                             

Background:  The Family Radio Service (FRS) 

dates back to 1996 when the FCC authorized 

the use of 14 channels within the General 

Mobile Radio Service (GMRS) for use by FRS.   

Licensing:  The Family Radio Service (FRS) is 

licensed by rule. This means an individual 

license is not required to operate an FRS device. 

You can operate an FRS device regardless of 

your age and for personal or business use so 

long as you are not a representative of a foreign 

government. The FCC service rules for the 

Family Radio Service (FRS) are located in 47 

C.F.R. Part 95. Channels:   There are 14 FRS 

channels and each channel is 12.5 kHz 

=462.5625, 462.5875, 462.6125, 462.6375, 

462.6625, 462.6875, 462.7125, 

467.5625,467.5875, 467.6125, 467.6375, 

467.6625467.6875, 467.7125 Operating a 

Family Radio Service (FRS) Unit: You can 

operate an FRS device in any place where the 

FCC regulates radio communications. An FRS 

device cannot be modified and must be 

certified by the FCC. A certified FRS device has 

an identifying label placed on it by the 

manufacturer. None of the FRS channels are 

assigned for the exclusive use of any system. 

You must cooperate in the selection and use of 

the channels in order to make the most 

effective use of them and to reduce the 

possibility of interference. The usual range of 

communications between FRS devices is less 

than one mile. You cannot make telephone calls 

with an FRS device.                                           

General Mobile Radio Service (GMRS) and 

Family Radio Service (FRS) Dual Devices     

Some manufacturers have received approval to 

market devices that are certified for use in both 

the General Mobile Radio Service (GMRS) and 

the Family Radio Service (FRS). Other 

manufacturers have received approval of their 

devices under the GMRS rules, but market them 

as FRS/GMRS devices on the basis that: Some 

channels are authorized to both services, or A 

user of the device may communicate with 

stations in the other service. Devices marketed 

as "FRS/GMRS" or "dual-service devices" are 

available from many manufacturers and many 

retail or discount stores. The manual that 

comes with the device, or the label placed on it 

by the manufacturer, should indicate the 

service the device is certified for. If you cannot 

determine what service the device may be used 

in, contact the manufacturer. If you operate a 

device that has been approved exclusively 

under the rules that apply to FRS, you are not 

required to have a license.  FRS devices have a 

maximum power of ½ watt (500 milliwatt) 

effective radiated power and integral (non-

detachable) antennas. If you operate a device 

under the rules that apply to GMRS, you must 

have a GMRS license. GMRS devices generally 

transmit at higher power levels (1 to 5 watts is 

typical) and may have detachable antennas. If 

you operate a radio that has been approved 

for both FRS and GMRS, and if you limit your 

operations to the FRS channels with a 

maximum power of ½ watt effective radiated 

power, you are not required to have a license. 

(Note that some dual-service radios transmit 

with higher power on FRS channels 1 through 

7; these radios can be used without a license 

only on FRS channels 8 through 14.)                               

“Just because your car may go 100 mph does 

not make it legal to do so!” 



                     Okanogan County Amateur Radio Club W7ORC Newsletter May 2014 
 

    

 

 

 

 


