
The Case of the Samuel Guthrie of Giles County, Tennessee 
 
There is a document of unknown origin that purports to be court records from Giles County, 
Tennessee. The first reference I find to the document was from Larry Guthrie 
yrralguthrie@yahoo.com writing on a Rootsweb list.   
 

From Giles County Tennessee 
 
Giles County Court File Box XXXV 
File Box XXV, Filed November 20, 1866 
Zopher S. Compton and Wife vs. Jane C. Guthrie and others.  
 
Complainants Zopher Compton and wife Cynthia represented to the court that 
Robert Guthrie, Sr., died at his residence in Giles County about the year 1859 
leaving surviving his widow Jane who died about 1866. Robert Guthrie, Sr., 
children: Cynthia Compton and Jane C. Guthrie and children of six deceased son. 
To wit: John who resided in Mayfield, Kentucky, Robert Guthrie Jr., resided in 
Wayne County, Tennessee. Francis who died in Giles County, Tennessee. Thomas 
lived somewhere on the Mississippi River near Memphis, Tennessee. Theopholis 
lived in Henderson County Tennessee. Andrew lived in Madison County, Tennessee. 
Samuel Guthrie lived in the State of Mississippi. All of the sons died before 
their father. Robert Guthrie, Sr. died owning a tract of 80 acres of land 
situated in the 16th District of Giles County adjoining the lands of Z. S. 
Compton and John Knox on the North. Thomas M. Martin on the South. West by 
Adolphus West. East by ???. The widow Jane and daughter 
Jane C. lived in the residence and on the land and no administration was taken 
out on the estate until after the widow's death. Very few debts were owed, if 
any, against the estate. The only heirs of Robert and Jane Kirk Guthrie living 
in Giles County were two daughters Jane C. Guthrie and Cynthia Compton, 
granddaughter Amanda Guthrie Franklin, who was a daughter of Robert Guthrie, 
Jr. (1) Francis Guthrie died intestate in Giles County before his father 
leaving widow Mary D. who later married ??? Corder and two daughters Mary Ann 
and Sarah. (1) Mary Ann married Jeptha Ham and moved to Alabama. She died 
leaving three children Thomas Ham, Mary Helen who married Willis Harrison and 
lived near Florence, Alabama and Frank Ham who lived near Florence, Alabama. 
(2) Sarah Guthrie first married ???? Degraffenried by who she had one son who 
was killed in the Civil War. Mr. Degraffenfied died and Sarah then married 
Larkin Cardin by whom she had three children: John K. And 
Wiliam L. Cardin and Sarah Jane who Married Zack T. Dyer and lived near 
Hillsboro, Alabama. (2) Robert Guthrie, Jr., had six children: Amanka Franklin 
who in 1874 was residing in Navarro County, Texas, Lydia M. (Liddie) wife of 
Bolling G. Hamlett lived in Shelby County, Tennessee, Jane Hamilton resided in 
Arkansas, Thomas Smith Guthrie resided in Missouri, never married, Grandeson 
Guthrie resided in Izzard County, Arkansas died leaving son Samuel Lafayette 
Guthrie and Robert L. Guthrie lived in Izzard County, Arkansas. (3) Jane 
Caroline Guthrie lived in Giles County never married. (4) Cynthia wife of 
Zopher Compton lived in Giles County, Tennessee. (5) John Guthrie left Giles 
County about the year 1818, it is said he moved to Madison County, Tennessee, 
then to Mayfield, Kentucky. Not much known about this family. Two sons known as 
Green and James. (6) Samuel Guthrie married Adeline Cashion was residing in 
Giles County, Tennessee in 1850. He was 52 years of age.  
(7) Andrew Guthrie died in February 1856 leaving two children; Fannie M. who 
married A. D. Hurt and William who died soon after his father sometime in the 
year 1857. (8) Theophlus Guthrie lived in Madison County, Tennessee. He had six 
children. Nothing else is known. The land was sold and Jane Caroline Guthrie 
purchased 30 acres and Zopher Compton purchased about 46 acres. In the year 
1850 census Robert Guthrie Sr., was 77 years of age and Jane was 71 years of 
age. 

 



This document appears to have been the origin of several genealogy site trees giving the parents 
of Samuel Guthrie who married Adeline Cashion as Robert and Jane (Norwood) Guthrie of Giles 
County. 
 
I believe this is incorrect. The problem appears to be that the court case was separated from the 
annotations in such a way as to make the annotations appear to be part of the case. One of these 
annotations has to do with the locations of the children and their families, including Samuel. 
 
A prima facia case could be made that the Samuel Guthrie mentioned was deceased by 1859, as 
he is one of the sons listed. However, there are seven sons named. Was the �“six�” a scribner 
error? Or, did one of the deceased sons leave no heirs. Or, was the original transcriber in error. 
 
The author/transcriber of the document, in what now appears to be annotations negates the 
paragraph stating that the sons were all deceased with: 
 
(6) Samuel Guthrie married Adeline Cashion was residing in Giles County, Tennessee in 1850. 
He was 52 years of age.  
 
It is now clear that this information, and much of the information in the document was not 
contemporary with the court case. In this instance, the 1850 census would not have been 
available at that time.  
 
Hypotheses: 

(1) The Samuel Guthrie who was son of Robert Guthrie, Sr. and wife Jane, married someone 
other than Adeline Cashion, probably in Mississippi.. 

a. Null Hypothesis is that the Samuel Guthrie, son of Robert Guthrie, Sr., and wife 
Jane, married Adeline Cashion. 

 
(2) The Samuel Guthrie who married Adeline Cashion was the son of James Guthrie and 

Jane Carnes of SC, Garrard and Mercer Counties, Kentucky, previously married to 
Elizabeth Hope. 

a. Null hypothesis is that the Samuel Guthrie who married Adeline Cashion is not 
the son of James Guthrie and Jane Carnes. 

 
 
Hypothesis 1 - The Samuel Guthrie who was son of Robert Guthrie, Sr. and wife Jane, married 
someone other than Adeline Cashion, probably in Mississippi.. 
a. Null Hypothesis is that the Samuel Guthrie, son of Robert Guthrie, Sr., and wife Jane, 
married Adeline Cashion. 
 
Litigant Zopher Compton and Wife vs Jane C Guthrie and others. �“represented to the court that 
Robert Guthrie, Sr., died at his residence in Giles County about 1859.  (date: 20 Nov 1866) 
Litigant Zopher Comption and others, further represented that �“widow Jane. . .died about 1866.�” 
(date: 20 Nov 1866)   
Giles County Court File Box XXXV 



File Box XXV, Filed November 20, 1866 
Fortunately, a photocopy of the document is owned by Betty McCollum, a descendant of the 
brother Robert. Here is a transcription of the actual document, transcribed by Betty McCollum 
and also by Pat Dunford, 9 Mar 2013: 
 
Deposition of Zopher (or Zoper?) S Compton, examined before the clerk 
Deponent says that Robert Guthrie sen  late of Giles 
County died in said county about ten years ago 
The precise date not [reckened] ^but about the year 1856 he thinks ^ I was acquainted 
with the family for many years - the said Robert 
Guthrie sen  had eight children 6 sons & two  
daughters viz John, Francis, Robert, Theophilis, Andrew 
& Samuel and Cynthia and Jane Caroline, all of 
whom are dead except the two daughters __ all of 
his sons died before he did, except perhaps Samuel ^Andrew^ 
who died about the time his father did, or a day  
after ^or before^ as I have been informed __ John Guthrie left 
children but I do not know their names nor where they live  
__Francis Guthrie left children, one of his 
daughters Mary Ann married a man named [Hamm?] 
and moved to the state of Alabama, and is reported 
to be dead -- I d  [don�’t] know the names of the others, nor 
where they live if living -- Robert  Guthrie left children 
his son Robert ^ Granderson I have heard ^ married & died having one child ^[ named ____ ]^ which  
from information was living in the State of Arkansas  
some nine years ago, I had no personal acquaintance  
with him -- the defendant Amanda Franklin is one 
of his children, and Lydia Hamlet wife of Bodin[?] G Hamlet  
is another daughter, they lived when last heard from  
[----]Shelby County Tennessee, as I have recently heard 
from her sister -- I do not know whether she is living  
or not -- ^besides^ these two daughters [-----Robert] ^ the said Roberts children ^ 
[----another child] there was a son named 
Robert as I have heard that was living 8 or 9 years 
ago but whether living or not at present ^ or where ^ I do not know 
 
p 2 
Theophilus Guthrie left children but I do not know their names  or nor where they 
live, Andrew Guthrie ^ died about the time his father did but whether a day or two after or before I do not 
know ^ he left children, I do not know their names nor where they live __ Samuel Guthrie is reported to 
have died in Yazoo County 
State of Mississippi and to have left children but  
I do not know their names nor where they  
reside if any are living  __the foregoing statements are made from my acquaintance 
with the family and from family information 
through letters & acquaintances  __[some of the 
information has been obtained since the Bill 
was filed, __ 
                The tract of land contains about 80 acres ^lying on the waters of Blue Creek^ 
about ^ 50 acres^ of which are cleared __ there are two  



Settlements on the plan & two springs, the tract 
is scarce of timber has no rail timber on it 
and the fencing is bad __ the tract has beech timber on it sufficient for firewood__ the 
tract may be divided into two lots, but can 
not be divided into more than two lots  
without damage to the value of it 
                                                                /ss/Z . P. Compton 
Swor[ ] H[------] 
Before me [7] Jan 
1867 
                E[ ] Rose 
                Clerk 
 
 
�“Robert Guthrie, Sr., children: Cynthia Compton and Jane C Guthrie and children of six 
deceased sons.�” There is no seventh son, Thomas. 
 
It is clear that as of 1867, the date of the above deposition, Zopher P Compton believed that all 
of his brothers-in-law were deceased PRIOR to, or about the time of, his father�’s death. 
 
Apparently some unknown researcher unintentionally �“redirected�” the genealogy by assuming 
that the presence of another Samuel Guthrie in Giles county in 1850 was the son of Robert.  
 
The census. In 1850, there were the following Guthrie families in Giles County. 
Robert Gutherie, b North Carolina, age 77 (b ca 1773) 
Jane, b South Carolina, age 71 
Jane C, b Tennessee, age 33 
Source Citation: Year: 1850; Census Place: District 16, Giles, Tennessee; Roll: M432_879; 
Page: 417A; Image: 224. 
 
Samuel Guthery, b Kentucky, age 52 
Adaline, b Virginia, age 42 
Samuel W, b Tennessee, age 9 
Elizabeth Jane, b Tennessee, age 6 
Source Citation: Year: 1850; Census Place: District 18, Giles, Tennessee; Roll: M432_879; 
Page: 391B; Image: 173. 
 
This Samuel could have been the son, had he died before Robert, but since he didn�’t die until 
after the 1880 census, this cannot be the case. 
 
In Mississippi, where Samuel was said to have died (Zopher) we do not find his name, but in 
Yazoo County do find the following children: 
Andrew, b Mississippi, age 7 
Eliza, b Mississippi, age 3 
Both children were living in the household of Hugh Broocks, b Virginia, age 26, a planter and 
his wife, Mary, b Mississippi, age 30. 



Source Citation: Year: 1850; Census Place: , Yazoo, Mississippi; Roll: M432_382; Page: 500A; 
Image: 1012. 
Further, there is a marriage record for one B. H. Broocks to Mrs. Mary E. Guthrie, 10 Feb 1848, 
Yazoo County.  
Hunting For Bears, comp.. Mississippi Marriages, 1776-1935 [database on-line]. Provo, UT, 
USA: Ancestry.com Operations Inc, 2004. 
 
Additionally, and importantly, perhaps, is that in the 1880 census, Sam�’l (with Adeline) lists his 
birthplace as Kentucky and the birthplaces of his parents as South Carolina. 
 
For these reasons, I state that the Samuel Guthrie who was married to Adeline Cashion was 
NOT the son of Robert Guthrie of Giles County. Further research may show that the Yazoo 
County Mississippi children, Andrew and Eliza, were the children of Samuel, but not to date. 
_______________ 
Hypothesis 2  
The Samuel Guthrie who married Adeline Cashion was the son of James Guthrie and Jane 
Carnes of SC, Garrard and Mercer Counties, Kentucky, previously married to Elizabeth Hope. 

a. Null hypothesis is that the Samuel Guthrie who married Adeline Cashion is not 
the son of James Guthrie and Jane Carnes. 

 
Donald McKenzie Guthrie, grandson of Samuel and Betsy (Hope) Guthrie, was born in 1902, 
and as an adult was a traveling school textbook salesman. His territory included much of the 
Midwest. In 1971 he wrote the following to his son, and it was copied to Richard G Guthrie, his 
nephew: 
“Sometime after 1835 husband Samuel tired of domestic life, abandoned his family, and moved to 
Tennessee. There, near Pulaski, in Giles County, I think he married again. I have never learned 
what happened to him.  

Back in 1935 when I was in Perryville, Danville, and Harrodsburg, I called on an old lady who 
was the daughter of Richard Hope Guthrie, brother of William Thomas Guthrie, who was your 
great-great grandfather. This lady was all bent over with arthritis but she remembered an occasion 
when she was a small girl when two visitors came to her father’s home for a reunion. One was 
Uncle Billy from Missouri (your great-great grandfather William Guthrie), and the other was 
"Grandfather” Samuel Guthrie, from Tennessee, who was your great-great-great Grandfather. 
She remembered how the two visitors and her father had to shout at each other, because each had 
a hearing difficulty1. This re-union was 1870 -- 1880.“2 

Lawrence Guthrie, author of American Guthries and allied families” notes that: 
�“Samuel Guthrie, (p. 211) son of James Guthrie and Jane Carnes, married Mrs. Betsy (Hope) 
Harberson, widow of ___ Harberson, who was killed by Indians at a fort near Perryville, Ohio. 

                                                 
1 Severe adult onset deafness runs in this family, to this day. 
 
2 If this was Rachel Leah Guthrie Carpenter, the term �“small girl�” implies the reunion was nearer 
1870 than 1880, as she was born 1861-1862.  
 



Her father ___ Hope was an emigrant from Scotland. For some years after their marriage they 
lived in Boyle County, Ky., near the town of Perryville. Prior to 1851 he removed to Tennessee 
and died in Giles County of that state. He was buried in Boyle County, Ky. His wife died prior to 
1862.�”3 
The copyright on the book is 1933. Unfortunately, there is no way to tell if Uncle Don had gotten 
this information from the book, or if Lawrence Guthrie got the information from Uncle Don, or 
they each got the information independently. 
The book indicates that Samuel was born 3 Jun 1793.  That is incorrect, being the birthdate for 
Samuel Taylor Guthrie, his cousin.  Additionally, his brother, James Guthrie was born 1 Aug 
1793, making the birthdate almost medically impossible. According to History of Nodaway 
County, Missouri [St Joseph, Mo, 1882]: 
 
JUDGE SAMUEL F. GUTHRIE,.  
 
farmer, section 17, is the fifth of a family of ten children, sons and daughters of James and 
Margeret (Phelps) Guthrie. The former was a native of Kentucky, and was born August 1, 
1793, and died in Nodaway County, Missouri, March 30, 1873. Mrs. Margeret Guthrie was a 
native of Ohio, and was born September 2, 1793. She also died in Nodaway County, Missouri, 
January 15, 1876. The subject of this sketch was born in Boone County, Missouri, March 12, 
1822. In October, 1832, his parents moved to Moniteau County, Missouri, and February 26, 
1840, Samuel went to Platte County, Missouri. In 1842, he settled in Buchanan County, 
Missouri, from which location he came to Nodaway  
County, in the spring of 1854. Judge G. has since resided on the same farm. His occupation 
during life has been that of a farmer. His landed estate embraces 359 acres of land, all of which 
is well improved, his house and barn buildings being of great credit to the township. In 1880, he 
was elected for four years as one of the County Judges, and has continued to fill that position 
with great credit, always deciding cases in a most impartial manner. He is a member of 
Burlington Junction Lodge, No. 442, A. F. and A. M. May 26,. 185 1, Judge Guthrie was married 
to Miss Allie A. McCoy. She was born in Moniteau County, Missouri, January 4, 1832. They 
have had nine children, of whom six: are living : Cordelia C, Virgil A., Laura C, Madora A., 
Amanda M. and Charley V. Mr. and Mrs. G. are members of the old school Baptist Church. 
Additional confusion is that the wife of James, Polly Phillips/Phelps was a sister to the wife of 
Samuel T, who was Sally.4 

The 1870 census of Nodaway County supports this date, giving James and Margaret Gutherie�’s 
ages as 76. The census was taken on 23 July 1870, and the two would turn 77 in August and 
September. In the 1850 census, taken in Bloomington Township, Buchanan County, Missouri on 
17 September 1850, the two are listed as age 57. 

The record on Findagrave.com gives his birth as 22 Aug 1793 in Kentucky.  I believe that was 
entered by Ann Guthrie, but do not know her source.  

For Samuel Guthrie (husband of Adeline Cashion) all the censuses of Giles County, Tennessee, 
from 1850 to 1880, give a date closer to 1798.  
                                                 
3 I have searched the cemetery in Perryville and have not found Samuel Guthrie.  
4 accessed from Archive.org 5 Mar 2013 
 



The 1830 census of Shaker, Mercer County, Kentucky, gives an age that equates to born between 
1790 and 1799, thus is not helpful. 
 
Finally, �“are there any other candidates?�”   
 
In 1850 there are several Guth* males in Tennessee born between 1790 and 1800. They are 
Richard, b NC, Samuel (in Giles, b Kentucky), Walker, b VA, Thomas, b NV, Robert, b NC, 
Thomas, b VA, and Robert, b TN.  
 
In 1860 there are: Andrew, b TN, AH, b TN, Samuel, b KY (in Giles), Thomas, b VA, and 
Robert W, b Tennessee.  
 
In 1870 there are three, Thomas, Robert, and Samuel (in Giles County). They are Samuel, b ca 
1799 in Kentucky and Thomas, b ca 1797 in Virginia. 
 
Thus, given that  
(a) two sources, independently relying on family history and memory, indicate that Samuel 
Guthrie left Kentucky before 1840 and went to Tennessee, two indicating Giles County;  
(b) there is a Samuel Guthrie in Giles County from 1850 to 1880 who born in Kentucky (parents 
born in South Carolina) whose age is congruent with the calculated age of Samuel Guthrie, son 
of James and Jane (Carnes) who were both born in South Carolina;  
(c) there is no other male Guthrie of similar age living in Tennessee, meeting that criteria, the 
evidence points  to this Samuel Guthrie being the same as the Samuel Guthrie who married 
Adeline Cashion. 
 
 
Patricia L Dunford 
Tucson, Arizona  
10 March 2013 
 
Contact at PLDunford@cox.net 
  
 
 


