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Introduction 

•  About Me 
– My Dad is a photographer by trade 
–  Passion for photography since I was little 
–  Self taught: Flickr groups and message boards  
– Gear 

•  Nikon: d40x, d80, current camera d700 
•  Various lenses, some old ones from Dad, some newer 

ones 
•  Mostly use my iPhone5 

•  Scope of today’s presentation 



3 Things to Remember 

•  Purpose 
– Why are you taking this photo? 

•  Light 
–   Train yourself to always see the light. 

•  Composition 
– Draw attention to the important parts of the 

photo. 



Purpose 
•  Why are you taking this photo? 
–  To post on social media? 
–  To email your mom showing what you’re currently 

working on? 
–  To record for a blog, photo album or photobook? 
–  To submit to a quilt show? 
–  To submit for publication? 
–  To showcase your work to sell online? 

•  Taking time to ask ‘why?’ will help with the 
technical execution of taking the photo. 



Informal Photos 

•  aka – snapshots 
–  Emails/text messages to mom 
–  Photos for albums or photobooks 

•  Social Media 
–  Instagram, Flickr, Facebook 

•  Community 
•  Find (and contribute) inspiration, ask questions on 

layout or composition or fabric choices via #hastags 
–  #quilt, #quilting, #sewing, #frmqg 

 



Formal Photos 

•  Submitting for publication 

•  Submitting for a quilt show 

•  Portfolio building  



Light 

•  You are taking a photo of the light 
reflected from the surfaces in front of 
the lens 

•  Train your eye to see the light and then 
to move the subject or camera to better 
capture the photo 
– Where’s the source? 
– Where does it fall on the subject? 



Bright sunlight creates harsh 
shadows in this photo. 

By turning the quilt towards the 
sun, we eliminated the shadows. 

When shooting outdoors, keep the sun to 
your back. 



Light (cont) 

•  Use available light, but don’t hesitate to 
bring in additional light sources. 
–  Floor lamps 
–  Flashes 
–  Windows 
–  Open shade  

•  In low light, use a tripod or set the camera 
on a steady surface 
–  Use the timer to avoid camera shake 



This photo was taken 
in the late evening, 
and I didn’t want to 
use my camera flash. 

 
There’s a floor lamp 
to camera right. You 
can see where the 
shadows fall off on 
the left side of the 

quilt. 
 



Light: Color Temperature 

•  Color Temperature 
–  Or “Why do my whites look blue? (or 

orange)” 

•  Use your camera’s White Balance 
function 
–  Adjust for the appropriate lighting 

conditions 
•  Sunny, shade, tungsten, fluorescent, auto  
 



Photo is too ‘orange’, and 
throws off the colors in 

the quilt. 

This photo is color 
corrected using the white 

door as reference. 

Play around with the white balance settings on your 
camera or in the editing app on your phone. 



Composition 

•  Arrange elements in the photo that draw 
your attention to the most important part 
of the photo. 

•  Goal is to show your quilt in the most 
flattering, aesthetically pleasing way. 

•  There are a few rules in composition that 
can make your photos more interesting. 



Fill your Frame 

Show the details. 



Rule of Thirds 

Place points of interest at an intersection or 
along a line. 



Frame your Shots 

Use the environment to  
help compose the shot. 



Watch the Background 

Remove distracting elements from the photo. 



Tips/Tools/Random Thoughts 

•  Read your camera manual 
– Learn how to adjust white balance 
– Find the macro setting to get the detail shots 
 

•  Take your quilt to interesting places for 
photos 
– Parks, museums, town centers, hiking trails 



Tips/Tools/Random Thoughts 

•  Document the process 
– Work in progress photos are interesting 
 

•  Highlight the details 
–  Interesting block design 
– Quilting you’re especially proud of 
– Favorite fabric in the quilt 



Hang your Quilt 

You’ll get a straighter photo. And no feet sticking 
out from the bottom. 



Hang Your Quilt 

And maybe a funny shot in there too. 



Tips/Tools/Random Thoughts  

•  Picasa 
–  Free photo editing software; great alternative to 

Photoshop  

•  Camera Apps I Like 
– Camera+ (99¢) 
–  SnapSeed (free) 
– VSCOCam (free) 
–  PicStitch (free) 

 



Camera+ 

Color Temperature 
adjustments in 

Camera+ 



Camera+ 

It also has some fun 
filters. 

 



Conclusion 

•  Get out there and take photos with 
whatever camera you have. 

  
•  Practice. And then practice some more. 

•  Remember: 
– Purpose, Light, Composition 



Resources 

•  12 Weeks to Better Photos 
– 12 PDFs that take you from DSLR auto to 

manual mode  
•  Digital Photography School 
– Tons of articles and tips 

•  Lynda.com 
– Online courses in almost everything: 

photography, full Adobe suite,  
– Free month trial; $25/month after that. 



Contact Info 

•  Email: fivebahtelephant@gmail.com 

•  Blog: www.fivebahelephant.com 

•  Instagram @fivebaht 

•  Flickr: five baht elephant 



Questions? 


