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IntroductionIntroductionIntroductionIntroduction    

    

Ever since I was introduced to Jack Upperton’s 

Gibbet site I have had a great interest in this      

fascinating location Over the few years I have 

been  visiting the Gibbet marker, along with 

Charles Walker (local paranormal investigator), 

searching for information and carrying out        
research to form this factual true to life image of 

the demise of Jack  Upperton the Highwayman. 

The location of this site was perhaps the most    

difficult task for me, as I did not actually find it, 

my dog did that and promptly marked it out as his 

territory. The facts used in this report are as true 

as we know and in some cases we have improvised 

to an accurate point of view what was likely to 

have happened to Jack Upperton. Charles and  

Myself have been to the site on many occasions 

and have found some astonishing results during 

our investigations. 

 

 Paul Figg. 

Worthing, Sussex . 

November 2007 
 



 

 
 

 
 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Jack Upperton's Gibbet        

A full occult and paranormal report on this very 
haunted site. 

 

   This is to me a fascinating chapter in the past history 

of an English Highwayman  by the name of JACK 

UPPERTON, who made his final stand against a mail 

delivery coach with his accomplice (believed to be his 

brother by some) and robbed the coach of its contents. 

The villain was quite quickly captured and taken to 

East Grinstead Assizes (a notorious courthouse where 

many felons were sentenced to the ultimate end. 

Which was to be DEATH...).   

    Having been found guilty as charged Jack Upperton 

was transported then to the infamous  Horsham Gaol 

where he was to be hanged by the neck, and duly 

was.                              

      It was customary then to take the body to the place 

of the said crime after the local blacksmith had fabri-

cated an iron cage to fit snuggly around the corpse, 

and a substantial eye on top to hang the hardware up 

from, and hung on the side of the road to show all 

passers by what happens to people who rob on the 

Kings highways. The body would have been dipped in 

hot tar to preserve the corpse a bit longer. So was it 

done and the body of Jack Upperton was transported 

back to the scene of the crime and suspended from a 

heavy wooden frame which was known to be the gib-

bet.  

    He was known to been there for around 2 years be-

fore taken down and the bones buried around gibbet 



wood. The gibbet post remained in the ground until it 

rotted away and apparently was still just about visible 

till the 1920,s. 
 

  THE KINGS MAIL DELIVERY ROUTE 

 

      King George III was new to the throne at the time 

of Jack Uppertons time in 1770 the year     before Up-

per ton's fate. The mail delivery man at this time was 

a man called WILLIAM BOLDRE and his regular 

route was to be from Steyning in Sussex to Ports-

mouth, from Steyning calling at Findon Post House 

which  today would be identified as The Gun Inn pub-

lic house, here more mail would be picked up. Then 

from Findon past the grand mansion of Michel-

grove he would then pass through what today would 

be Angmering Park Estate woods which incredibly 

would have been part of the Kings main route along 

south and much of Gibbet Woods would not have 

been around and corn with other crops would be 

grown in fields around. The mail coach would then 

carry on to Arundel and then eventually onto Ports-

mouth. The stage coach was believed to have been of 

simple design and pulled by 2 horses. It was not to 

long after when the design was replaced more sub-

stantial  model and would have a team of 4 horses. 

     Michelgrove mansion would have been owned by 

the Shelley family in them days as would be verified 

by the Demonic Connection (by Toyne  Newton, 

Charles Walker and Alan Brown - published 1987)and 

indeed is mentioned on many occasions in the book.  



The mansion would have had  something in excess of 

50 rooms and was indeed a grand place, this place 

would have been a major landmark on the journey to 

Arundel.       

     
    

There was a folly a little way from the house and the 

remains are very visible today and this little piece of 

decorative feature had a fairly large clock installed. As 

a point of interest when the folly was grown tired of 

and decided that its presence was no longer desired. 

The clock was sold from it and that clock can still be 

seen today in  Steyning High Street. (Not mentioned 

in the Dem con). Today the building  (Michelgrove) is 

no longer standing, only a  section of the west wall 

still remains in place. 

      William Boldre was thought to have used Michel-

grove as a stop off point for a lunchtime refreshment 
with the staff of the manor  kitchens where some bread 

and cheese would have been a typical choice of food 

with a flagon of ale to wash it down with.  It also may 

have been used as a horses change over point and the 

horses would also have been given a feed  during the 

rest period. Once refreshed  sufficiently he would then 

be on his way and  Arundel would be his next stop off 

point and of course past the point where one day he 



would be robbed. It has not been said if Mr. Bol-

dre ever continued to ride past Jack Uppertons Gib-

bet after it was erected. 
    

THE VIOLENT PAST TIMES OF HORSHAM TOWN. 
 

     Horsham town was a barrack town in those days of 

the 1700's. The gaol, the site of which has since been 

built on top of, was full to the brim with felons and 

criminals awaiting the death penalty. The town square 

(the Carfax) in them days it was called SKAR-

FOLKES, and was a notorious spot of the county of 

Sussex as this was punishment square.  It had the gal-

lows, stocks and pillories, whipping posts, and a press-

ing slab. Although pressings often used to take place at 

any part of the town. (A wooden slab placed over a per-

son and large heavy rocks piled on top until death oc-

curred). These were often carried out after illegal Kan-

garoo court style hearings took place. Possibly a bit of 

sport for the military looking for a person to take their 

frustrations out on. 

     Once every year the town used to hold the ASSIZES 

WEEK  where all the top judges, lawyers and witch 

finder generals in the country 

would descend on Horsham and 

mass trials would take place fol-

lowed by multiple hangings and 

tortures etc. Once again the Gaols 

would be overflowing with candidates facing the Gal-

lows and whatever else they could think of to make the 

week a success  for them. Professional  executioners 

offering their services. Court hearings carried out by 



the scores and unfair and incorrect verdicts being handed 

out. Must have been like an early and primitive political 

party conference. This would attract huge crowds and 

people paying money for front seats, taverns staked out 

with beer and spirits. The money generated must have 

been excellent for the local traders who I am sure would 

use this grizzly part of history to there full advantage. 

This would have been on a similar par with the Tyburn 

Tree spectacles in London. The unbelievable thing was 

after the executions take place the body would or may 

have been put up for auction to the highest bidder 

(normally a surgeon or similar) 

and used for scientific research 

and dissection in surgeon training 

leaving the grieving relatives in 

total despair being unable to bury 

their loved ones as they want. Of-

ten fighting over the bodies were 

common because of this and the military guards would 

favor the buyers of the corpse's. This was the normal 

code of practice at Tyburn and would not be surprised if 

this was to be the case in Horsham. The victims may 

have been allowed to employ helpers to pull down the 

hanging bodies to induce a quicker death. This was also 

a recognized practice in an execution scene. (Tyburn was 

held at Marble Arch in London and was a monstrous gal-

lows arrangement where three large bows protruding out 

from a central pivot allowed six people or more to be 

hung at one time.) 

     Today in Horsham town square a sign showing that 

the Skarfolkes was what that particular place was called 

had been changed to Carfax. This can be located on a 



building on the north side of the square next to the Car-

fax shopping centre, that particular building was around 

at the time of Jack Upperton's demise but I cannot find 

out what its purpose actually was. Towards the centre of 

the square is a  replica of the stocks and whipping posts 

erected by a local museum body group and should be the 

exact place where it would have been in the 1700's. The 

bandstand erected in the square is known by most locals 

to be on top of the site where the Gallows would have 

stood. Having stood there looking at this with that infor-

mation in mind actually made my blood run cold. Hor-

sham was not the place to be for to long a period and in 

fact best not be there at all in the days of old. 

  
SEPTEMBER 1770, JACKS NIGHTMARE BEGINS. 

 
One morning of an unknown date during September of 

1770, William Boldre (some reports use the name Baldly 

but I'll stick with Boldre) set of for his routine job of 

Driving the stage postal wagon from the important town 

of Steyning and continuing through various points of 

pick up and I suppose drop off's. Of course he would of 

had no idea that on this particular day he was going to be 

Shanghi'ed for his contents of the stage coach. 

     Findon village was to be the major drop off point be-

fore he went on from there onto Michelgrove mansion, 

by which time the time was approaching lunch. I imag-

ine that he was a welcome sight at the house and the 

staff took him into the kitchen where friendly banter and 

food was exchanged. A fill of bread and cheese may 

have been put in front of him with a croft of fine ale. The 

post will have been given to the man of the house in 



charge. The horses would of been fed and watered. It 

was beloved that at that time a 2 horse stage would have 

been favored but later replaced by the 4 horse version as 

post demand increased. So Mr. Boldre would then be on 

his way and all his friends waving goodbye to him. Of 

out the Michelgrove grounds and of up the hill which 

took him onto the road into what would be known as to-

day as Angmering park estate. The A27 would have not 

yet even be drawn up so that was the Kings Highway. 

About 2 miles down the road as the woodland section 

was ending and the Castle of Arundel would have been 

in sight he was met by two figures blocking the High-

way I would imagine with at least one flintlock pistol. A 

villainous character and his accomplice Jack Upperton. 

They then demanded the contents of the coach mainly 

the postal collection. I would have thought that Jack Up-

perton may of been the one who collected the sacks from 

the coach while William Boldre was at gunpoint. So the 

robbery was complete and William would have been off 

to report the crime to the powers to be at Arundel. Wil-

liam Boldre will now have no further part to play in this 

story as his work was done.  

     It was always thought that Jack Upperton was not the 

main culprit of the robbery but his accomplice who some 

say was Jacks brother got clean away with this. It was 

not known how long it took to establish that Jack was 

the one who committed his crime as such but he was ar-

rested and taken to Horsham Gaol to await trial at East 

Grinstead assizes. Jack  was never to protest his inno-

cence nor did he turn informer on his accomplice which 

was the main part of his downfall. King George III was 

at the throne at the time and was to carry on the tradition 



of the death penalty and gibbeting at the convenient spot 

of the scene of the crime as a reminder for people not to 

rob on the Kings highways. So Jack Upperton was in it 

up to his neck and his neck was the part that the law re-

quired of him to pay for his crimes according to the law. 

     Some time had passed since September 1770 and it 

was now March 1771 before Jack Upperton appeared at 

East Grinstead Assizes. A place where so many felons 

were handed out over harsh penalties in the past. He 

would be lead to the dock before the Judge Barron Per-

ret. There would have been a brief silence before the 

charges were read out and a buzz of disapproval after 

what they heard. The hearing would have been short as 

Jack appeared to offer no defense as he would not turn 

informer against his accomplice. ( A local clergyman 

was said to have visited his cell and asked Jack for his 

reasons, all jack would say is ''it was a scrambling sort of 

affair''). So it was not long before Judge Perret came to 

an easy verdict of guilty and passed sentence. To be 

taken to a place of execution and hanged by the neck till 

dead. Then have his body taken to a convenient place on 

the south downs and displayed on the gibbet near the 

scene of the crime. So once again Horsham Gaol would 

be beckoning him back to its solid walls where the gal-

lows would await. Probably the following day or the 

next. 

     On the day of the execution in Skarfolkes square in 

Horsham. The crowds were awaiting the arrival of Jack 

Upperton the local county Highwayman. He would have 

been led out from the Gaol almost opposite the gallow 

site to make the final short walk to the gallow. (Today 



that gaol house building is the actual main town post of-

fice also in the carfax square). The accused arrives, the 

crowd are jeering and pelting him with rotten vegetable 

matter and insults. The local taverns are doing a roaring 

trade. House holders would charge top dollar for ring-

side seats at their windows. Jack would have been led to 

the gallows itself no doubt by military men. and up the 

steps to the scaffold. (You could not or would not want 

to experience the feeling he must of had going to such a 

daunting end). The rope was placed around the neck, 

Last rights were probably read. Any bartering for the 

dead corpse would have been useless as he was destined 

for the gibbet. Then Jack Upperton was suspended from 

the hangman's knot..... A cheer goes up.  

     Notes taken from The Tyburn Executions read that 

the body would die from slow strangulation style effect. 

This could take as long as 20 minutes for death to be 

completed. The body would certainly go into uncon-

sciousness quite soon. The crowd would remain totally 

silent during this period with watchers monitoring the 

body. When the trickles of urine flow down the leg and 

off the end of the shoe then the execution was completed 

and the victim had expired, the sign would have been 

given and the crowd once again give out a cheer of ap-

proval. It is also mentioned at Tyburn the accused would 

have been given a cheer for any mockery towards the 

hangman....Jacks body would have been taken down 

with military escort and taken to be prepared for gibbet-

ing by the town Blacksmith. He would have been dipped 

in tar and then had the gibbet cage made for him.    Then 

suspended from a more than substantial gallows style 

construction at the place of the crime and so was this 



done and the body was suspended there for 2 years be-

fore being buried in the woods. 

             .   
Gibbet Wood - Jack's remains are said to be buried somewhere in 

this wood. 

 
 The gibbet post remained in the ground until it finally 

rotted away in the 1920's but the hole remained there un-

til a Huntsman's horse stepped in it and broke its leg and 

was finally filled in completely. 

     His reign was over and was quickly forgotten about 

but they would not have reckoned on him becoming a 

legend in the years 2000. Today Uppertons gibbet is a 

place of great interest for Historians and has many ghost 

stories attached to it. In the paranormal world we know 

better than that don't we. 

   

40 years on. 

     40 years after the Jack Upperton chapter had closed 

and the Shelley's mansion of Michelgrove was sold to a 

certain Mr. Walker who was a travel company owner. 



Walkers aim was to make a road joining the Portsmouth 

route to the main London road making a fast travel route 

to the England Capital. This was to be a toll road charg-

ing travelers a small fee to pass through and the toll 

houses are easily visible today. Construction of the road 

was brought to a standstill through the discovery of a fe-

male body/skeleton who was undoubtedly murdered due 

to a severe head injury. A surgeon was called from Stor-

rington to verify the findings but no further action was 

taken as complete lack of evidence was around. The 

body was indeed one of the staff of the Michelgrove 

house who had gone missing some years back. 

     After the discovery many years onwards at a Work-

house at East Preston in Sussex a stage coach arrives and 

an inmate by the Name of Upperton was admitted hav-

ing become to ill to work after making a reasonable liv-

ing for himself in Kent in his life. Soon the man became 

bed ridden and was to die soon. A local vicar visited Mr. 

Upperton regularly. It came to the day when Upperton 

made a Confession to the clergyman telling of the Girl 

who was murdered at the site of the road construction, 

was in fact his handywork. She met him one night after 

he decided to make his life elsewhere and latched onto 

him against his wishes and became a complete pest in 

the bargin. He hit her with a shovel in a fit of temper 

killing her. He then buried her on the spot and she lay 

there for many years. He told the vicar that never a day 

went by where he didn't think of her and how the guilt 

lived with him always. He asked for forgiveness for his 

sins and that he may die without unrest on the subject. 

On his death the vicar had provided a place in East Pre-

ston church in an unmarked grave it was said.  Was this 



the accomplice of Jack Upperton do we wonder. The 

dates just about match.....       
 
 

 

It seems that the road past Uppertons gibbet was used by a lot of 

famous people over the centuries. A Fleeing Charles the 2nd 

was known to have used the route so it would appear. 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Flowers left at the Gibbet post.  This is a regular thing - he is still 

remembered by someone. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

A cross placed on the post and an orb above it. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Above : orb and unexplained mist 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

A member of the OAP investigation team, Wayne, 

filming the Gibbet post.  There are a number of what 

appear to be orbs above the post and tree. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Is this a large orb to the left of the post? 

 

Orbs are frequently caught on photographs and video 

recorded at haunted sites.  Although at the moment no 

one can truly explain them it is generally believed that 

they are the souls of the departed. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This booklet was produced by Occult and Paranormal, a small 

group formed for those with an interest in all aspects of the 

paranormal.  Jack Upperton’s Gibbet is just one of the loca-

tions we have an interest in.  Others include Clapham Wood, 

Chanctonbury Ring and Kingley Vale, Sussex. 

 

More information about our investigations and research, in-

cluding that latest information about the gibbet, can be found 

on our website : .http://www.occultandparanormal.webs.com/ 

 

 

 

If you think your property is haunted or you are worried 

about occult or paranormal activity in your area and want 

help or just want someone to talk to about it email us - 

charles_walker2@hotmail.com  or call me on 07788626330 

(24 hours) - If we can help you we will.   
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