
HIGHDOWN HILL. 

 

 
 

 

Highdown Hill is situated between the Littlehampton and Arundel Roads near Worthing, 

Sussex.  The clump of trees which crown the hill were planted in the 1890's.  Like so 

many other sites of this sort the trees were ravaged by the violet winds which left a trail 

of destruction throughout Southern England in October 1987. 

 

Highdown is well known for two things.  One is the archaeological interest.  It has been 

excavated many times as it is the site of a Saxon cemetery, the first grave being 

discovered in 1867 by Colonel Lane Fox.  The cemetery itself was identified some 

twenty five years later when fifty graves were uncovered during tree planting within the 

hill fort. 

 

The hill is perhaps best known for the tomb of John Oliver, an eighteenth century miller 

and eccentric.  He was born in 1709 (at that time Highdown was known as Caesar's Hill) 

and died in 1793.  During his life time he built the tomb, which many believe was used to 

store contraband as he was probably involved in smuggling. 

 
 

There are two legends associated with the tomb.  One says that Oliver was buried there 

upside down at his request.  His reason for this being that at the last judgement the whole 

world would be turned upside down.  By being buried upside down he would, when this 

happened, be the only man facing the right way. 

 



The second is a familiar one for it is common with many ancient sites and monuments up 

and down the country.  It is said that should you run around the tomb seven times, some 

say anti-clockwise, the ghost of John Miller will rise out of his grave and chase you. 

 

There have been several reports over a number of years of a misty figure 'hovering' in the 

vicinity of the tomb.  It is assumed that this is probably Oliver, although no one seems to 

have stayed long enough to find out. 

 

On the top of the hill, amongst the remaining trees, 'strange misty images' have been 

reported and a lone female has been seen to walk in the direction of the tomb only to 

disappear before reaching it. 

 

From 1960 - 1970 Highdown was the favourite 'haunt' of local enthusiasts.  The hill was 

used for night watches because it afforded a good all round view, particularly of Clapham 

Wood.  The number of ufo's and other strange lights which have been seen from the hill 

is enormous. 

 

In September 1967 several independant witnesses reported seeing an object land on the 

hill.  Local investigators, after interviewing some of the witnesses and making numerous 

enquiries, concluded that it must have been a ufo.  An examination of the site however 

failed to provide any evidence of the reported landing. 

On March 5, 1978 at approximately 8.45 pm a series of lights, one white and five orange 

which were assumed to be all on one object, were observed over Highdown.  The object 

was moving at a steady speed towards Clapham Wood and was visable for about five 

minutes. 

 

This was one of a series of similar sightings that evening.  Almost identical objects were 

seen over Devil's Dyke at 10 pm, Cissbury Ring at 11.35 pm by five witnesses,and 

Horsham at 1.30 the following morning. 

 

Occasional sky watches still take place there today, although there does not seem to be so 

many sightings. 

 

 

 

 

 


