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CHARLTON.
Charlton is first mentioned in a pre-Conquest charter as “Ceorla tun” and was a Saxon
tithing of Pagham. It probably had about 300 acres in the 13th century, but only 84 by
1608. The sea swallowed up the hamlet in the 16th century, but in the absence of
documentary material, it is difficult to be precise about when it was overcome. It
certainly was lost by the 18th century.

There is a road in Pagham (Sea Lane), which goes in a south-easterly direction and a road
called Barrack Lane in Aldwick, which goes in a south-westerly direction and both lead
to Charlton. These lanes converge at about 800 yards from the present shoreline.

A piece of land in Charlton called “Churchcroft” may have been the site of a church or
chapel in Medieval times, but there is no suggestion that Charlton ever possessed a
church. If there was a church or chapel, then it also fell victim to the encroaching sea. It
is possible that the church was lost before inroads of the sea and only its site lies beneath
the waves. There are no visible remains of Charlton or its church visible at low tides.

WYTHERING.
The lost borough of Wythering was south of Pagham village and the town was amerced
for a concealment in 1248 and courts were held in 1382 of an early borough. The peak
activity in the port occurred in the 13th and 14th centuries, but it started to decline in the
15th century. It was partly destroyed by coastal erosion, but still referred to as a borough
in 1546. Wythering has a complicated history.

The only section of Wythering that can be possibly located today is south of Church
Farm, Pagham on the left by the path to Pagham Lagoon. This was once a millpond and
there is now a caravan park here. There are vague bumps in the area, which may
represent the site of former houses of Wythering.
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PYECOMBE.
The village of Pyecombe had suffered from the plague several times and declined at the
end of the Medieval period. The plague was so bad in 1603 that people moved out and
resettled on a site a quarter of mile from the church. There are no visible remains to be
seen of the original village today as the site has been ploughed over the years.

The church dedicated to The Transfiguration of our Lord dates from the 12th century and
consists of a tower, pyramidal roof, nave and chancel. Part of a 13th century tombstone
has been built into the lower part of the buttress. Inside the church is a leaden font, which
is one of only three in Sussex. The others are in Edburton and Parham.

In the churchyard are a number of 18th century gravestones and a lamp, which is from an
old railway station. This was originally oil-lit. The centrally pivoted churchyard gate
with a shepherd’s crook is called a Tapsel Gate. This kind of gate is one of a type only
found in Sussex. The name Tapsel may be the name of a local family of craftsmen.

The London to Brighton Roman road ran through Pyecombe, but its route south of the
village is unknown and could run along or near the main A23. This road was built for the
corn growing area of the South Downs and the iron workings in the Weald. The Roman
road either ended in Brighton where there may be a Roman settlement at Preston Circus
or went further south to a site now under the sea.

PANGDEAN.
The village of Pangdean was mentioned in the Domesday Book as “Pinhedene” and the
charters of c.1140 and c. ll47 refer to the church at Pingeden. The village was probably
deserted by the plague of 1603 and the church may have been in ruins by this time.
There is no sign of Pangdean village or its church remaining today and Pangdean Farm
occupies the site.

It is said that this plague, which destroyed nearby Pyecombe in 1603 made a farmer of
Pangdean live in a cave at Waydown near the village to escape the it. After returning
some weeks later, when it was clear, he was the last to die from the disease. The fields
around Pangdean farm have been ploughed, but there are some field systems in the
vicinity.
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The deserted Medieval village of Islesham or Illsham and its chapel was once thought to
have been lost to the sea by coastal erosion. It is now thought to be further inland some
three quarters of a mile south of Climping church centred at TQ 008018 in the area of
Kent’s Farm. On John Speed’s map of 1610 and John Blaeu’s map of 1645, Islesham is
north-east of Bailiffscourt. There are slight humps in fields around Kent’s Farm, which
may represent the site of former houses. A barn nearby is said to have been made from
stones from the village and possibly the chapel.

The site of Islesham chapel is uncertain and there are three possible sites for it. One of
them is where Climping St Mary School now stands, another being east of Kent’s Farm
and the third site south of the farm. The author believes its site could be north of Kent’s
Farm as there is a rectangular hump facing east to west in a field. Excavations on either
of these sites by future archaeologists may reveal foundations one day.

A lane called “Bread Lane” went southwards to Atherington (a village and church now in
the sea) from the school, and there is a field south of it called “Holybreadths” which gave
it its name. Holybreadths is probably land, which was charged with the payment of Holy
bread, and is referred to in the rubics at the end of the Communion service of the 1549
prayer book. Was this field adjacent to the chapel? The chapel was probably abandoned
in the 16th or 17th century.

A tunnel is said to exist from the Black Horse Pub in Climping Street to a church in the
smuggling days, which would have been used by smugglers. This church was thought to
have been the one at Climping, but it is more likely to have been the one at Islesham as
this would have been much nearer.
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The 13th century port and harbour of Pende in Lancing was mentioned in 1250 and was a
recognised port with port officials from then until 1420. The name Pende is from the Old
English “Pynd”, which means enclosure. It describes the partially enclosed harbour. It is
thought that the mouth of the Arun was here in the 13th century, but storms late in the
same century and a rise in sea level opened a new mouth for the river between Rustington
and Littlehampton.

There is mention of sea walls at “La Pende” in 1351, which were possibly defences and
in 1359 a commission was set up to repair some of them. Victuals were loaded in a ship
at Pende in 1382 and in 1399 a vessel was being built, but was seized before construction
because wood was taken without obtaining the King’s licence. Other boats were
probably loaded and unloaded at Pende.

The last reference so far found of Pende was in 1420 when a ship sailed from Pende to
Rouen, carrying provisions such as wheat with English forces then stationed in France.
By the end of the mid 15th century the sea overwhelmed the port of Pende. Also
documentary evidence shows that the Ferring and Teville streams could not keep the port
open and so it must have silted up.

The name Pende still exists today in Penhill Road (B2222), which was to the north of the
site. The area of Penhill Road was once known as “Pende Hill” and was the hill
overlooking the port. It is now built over by modern housing. The area south of Penhill
Road is called “Beach Green” which is a greensward.

A lagoon behind the beach was marked on the Armada map of 1587 as “Penhowse”,
which is now the Shopsdam Road area and possibly the site of Pende. The name
Shopsdam derived from “Lancing Shoppsdam” or “The Damm”, which was a dam that
led across the water to the shopps in the 17th and 18th centuries. The shopps were
fisherman’s huts. This and the old port of Pende are now in the sea.
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Sea Place in the parish of Goring was once a Medieval manor built in 1321 and is tucked
away between Smugglers Walk and Moat Way. It was probably the home of Phillip atte
See (dweller by the sea) in 1327. In 1440 it is recorded that “John Grene of Seplace in
Gorying parish held Knight service of Sir Edward Story, bishop of Chichester”. Sea
Place was recorded as “Seeplace” in 1535 and was in use as a farm.

In the 16th century, Sea Place Farm, which contained 122 acres was acquired by Robert
Sherburn {bishop of Chichester) and given by him to the Dean and Chapter. Sea Place
still belonged to the Cathedral Dean and Chapter in a survey of the manor of Goring in
1682. It comprised of two houses, one cottage, four barns and three gardens. Today the
manor is called Smugglers Farm, which acquired this name at the beginning of the 20th
century.

Smuggling has been a problem over the centuries and in the 1740s the notorious
Hawkhurst Gang had conducted many of their operations in the Worthing area. A fierce
battle took place at Sea Place in 1742 as they brought contraband ashore, in which a
Royal Dragoon was killed. The road “Smugglers Walk’ is named from them as is
Smugglers Farm. Moat Way was named after Claude Moat who lived at Smugglers Farm
between the wars and not after a moat surrounding the manor.

The southern end of Sea Place has an old wall on the east side, which is only about 120
years old and marked the eastern boundary of the Medieval Sea Place Manor. It is
possible that the existing wall replaced a Medieval one and there could be foundations of
it below ground level. There could be re-used Medieval walling imbedded in the existing
one. The eastern boundary may have only been represented by an earthen ditch. If so
then Medieval artifacts such as pottery, brick and tile may have been thrown in it.

The part timber-framed building (once a cafe, now a restaurant) was built in 1905. There
were other houses on this site at one time. There are humps and bumps in the vicinity,
which may represent the site of former houses. It is possible that Sea Place was also a
small hamlet in Medieval times perhaps with its own chapel. Some of which may now be
in the sea.

The area around Sea Place was developed from the 1920s and the church dedicated to St
Laurence, Sea Place was built in 1936. St Laurence is an obscure saint who was a Martyr
of Rome. He had an association with Goring parish going back to the 13th century when
a local landowner held a fair in his memory. The church contains a carved wooden panel
of the scene at Calvary, depicting the Crucifixion, which is 15th century in date. It came
from Slaugham church and is believed to be Spanish work.
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Pollarded tree, Roman cemetery and possible Roman road.
Alex Vincent.

Poulter’s Corner at the Thomas A Beckett pub north of West Tarring was mentioned in
1418 as “le Pollet trew” (Polltree), which means the polled or pollarded tree. It was
called Polletre in 1518 and refers to a tree that had been cut back or its top cut off. The
fields to the south were often called “Poultry Fields” and probably related to the
pollarded tree rather than to chickens.

The Thomas A Beckett crossroads (A2031 and A2032 main roads) were once country
lanes and go back some 600 years. They were known as Polltree Cross-roads in 1418.
The name Poulter’s Corner exists today in Poulters Lane, which was known as Poltree
Lane in 1875. It was also known as Lovers’ Walk and Shady Lane. This area was once
Offington Park. Offington was mentioned in the Domesday Book of 1086 as “Ofintune”.

In May 2006, archaeologists discovered a Roman cemetery on a building site north of the
crossroads to the west of Offington Lane. A total of 18 cremation urns were found on the
site dating to about 200AD in fine condition. These urns are thought to contain the
cremated remains of a family group of five people along with food and wine to the gods.
Sherds of Iron Age pottery were also found on the site suggesting that there was once an
Iron Age settlement here and traces of an iron and copper alloy, which may have been a
Roman brooch.

The pottery vessels found were in five groups and each of between three and six vessels,
which total 18 altogether. They were pretty much intact in a cluster and it is rare to find
vessels well preserved. It is possible that the family had a settlement or a farm in the
vicinity, which is waiting to be discovered. Future building work in the area may well
discover it one day.

Poulters Lane and Littlehampton Road (A2032) is said to be on the line of a possible
Roman road or trackway. This seems to go in an east-west direction, probably going to
the Roman villa and bath house site at Northbrook Collage, Goring and beyond. A
section of this Roman road may be evident at the western end of Broadwater Green
where there appears to be what looks like a possible agger with side ditches opposite
Poulters Lane.
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Cissbury Ring is an Iron Age hillfort, which is three miles north of Worthing. It is 602
feet above sea level and good views are visible from it like Selsey Bill and the Isle of
Wight to the west, Seven Sisters cliffs at Seaford to the east, the coast to the south and
Chanctonbury Ring to the north. Cissbury Ring is owned by the National Trust and is a
scheduled ancient monument.

There are Neolithic flint mines on Cissbury, which were dug between 4350 and 3450 BC.
The New Stone Age people found that flint under the surface was of better quality than
that on the ground. They mined the flint and used shoulder blades of deer, pigs and oxen
for shovels and deer antlers for picks to mine the flint. The flint mines consist of a
number of shafts with interconnecting galleries. They appear as depressions on the hill.

The Iron Age hillfort was constructed between 400 and 250 BC and is the second largest
in Britain. That at Maiden Castle in Dorset being the largest. These hillforts were
fortified defences. The ramparts at Cissbury enclose 65 acres and some 60,000 tons of
chalk were dug to build them. A strong tribal society was developed in Britain in the Iron
Age and the hillforts were probably a stronghold.

On the southern side of the hillfort are some Roman-British huts and the Romans
cultivated a lot of land within it. Sections of the ramparts were re-fortified in the Roman
period. There are no known major Roman buildings or occupation on Cissbury Ring.
Excavations have been carried out in the past at Cissbury.

A mint existed at Cissbury in Saxon times where coins were minted. This occurred
between 1009 and 1035 during the reigns of Aethelred II (1009 to 1016) and Canut (1016
to 1035). The site of the mint is not known. The name Cissbury is associated with Cissa
who was the son of Aella (the first King of the South Saxons). The county of Sussex is
derived from the South Saxons.
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The village of Ecclesden east of Angmering was probably deserted by the Black Death in
the mid 14th century. There were only a couple of farms by the 18th century. The village
was situated round a green near Ecclesden Farm in the Middle Ages. There are
earthworks in a field south of Ecclesden manor and bumps to the west of it. There are
also vague bumps in a field west of Cow Lane and a few bricks in the lane may have
come from a building on the site.

The name Ecclesden means Eccel’s Hill (a hill owned by Eccel), but it is also possible
that the name could mean a church (from the Latin Ecclesia). This suggests a link
between the Saxon settlement on Highdown and an earlier Romano-British church in the
vicinity. This would identify Ecclesden as “The hill with the British church”. There are
sites of Roman occupation in this area and so an early Christian church was possible.

Ecclesden manor is a Tudor house with a Horsham stone roof. It was in the possession of
the Abbey of Fecamp and then to the Abbey of Syon in the 15th century. It is reputed to
have once been a monastery until Henry VIII dissolved it in the 16th century. He gave it
to one Percival who drove out the monks. John Fletcher built the existing building in
1634.

Upper Ecclesden Farm to the north of the manor dates to 1637 and additions were made
in the 18th century. A shilling dated 1725 was found under the floor. Nearby are the
ruins of Lower Ecclesden Farm. The former was the principal farmhouse. Upper depicts
the more important of the two places.

Cow Lane, which goes to the A259 from Ecclesden manor, was the main Worthing to
Angmering road until the 18th century as is shown on Budgen’s map of 1724. After this
it became a farm track for cows and sheep, which gave it its name. Today Cow Lane is
overgrown and used as a footpath. It was once thought that Cow Lane might be a Roman
road, but fieldwork found that it was not.

To the west is the Spotted Cow Inn, which was once cottages dating to c. 1540 and it
became a pub in the 1850s. Cow Lane probably influenced its name. West of the pub are
two buildings called “Littleworth” and ”Littleworth Cottage”, which once belonged to the
manor. There is a 13th century window, which monks are said to have handed out food.

In Angmering village is the site of a church dedicated to St Nicholas and known as East
Angmering. It was the church for Ecclesden and dates to the Saxon period. It was
altered in the 12th to 15th centuries. The church was demolished in the 16th century and
on the site today is a pile of rubble from it in St Nicholas Garden. Although Ecclesden
manor lies within the area of East Angmering, it probably was a detached part of West
Angmering.
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Lost village, church and windmill.
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The village of West Blatchington was deserted sometime around 1428 and the church,
which was first mentioned in 1147, was neglected before 1499. It was in ruins by 1686
and is shown on the Ordnance Survey map of 1876. The site of the lost village was built
over by the development of neighbouring Hove and the church dedicated to St Peter was
rebuilt in 1890.

The church consists of a nave, chancel, vestry, south porch and bell turret. The church
originally had a nave and chancel of the 12th century and the ruins of the north, south and
west walls were incorporated into the new building. On the west wall of the nave are two
Norman windows. West of the nave are the foundations of a curious annex to it. This
suggests that the nave was once longer or was a tower.

A brass plate was found in the ruins of the church of the Scrase family who died in 1499,
1519 and 1579, which is now in Portslade church. The Scrase family was buried in
Preston church, but the brass plate was never erected in it. In 1724 the steeple had five
bells, which was excessive for a small church and the larger church at Portslade only had
three.

West Blatchington windmill was built about 1820 on top of the roof of farm buildings.
This is a smock mill, which thrashed and winnowed corn as well as grinding it. It last
worked in 1897 and in 1938 Hove Borough Council acquired it for preservation. It exists
today with its sails and is open to the public during the summer months.

There was once a Roman villa at West Blatchington, which was an agricultural
establishment. The evidence for this being eleven ovens for corn drying nearby. This
villa was an aisled house and discovered in 1818. A spear, pottery and an urn containing
the cremated bones of a child were found. These date from the 1st century AD. Roman
roads from Chichester and London pass close by.
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The village of Pagham was larger in Medieval times and probably declined in size during
the Black Death. There are only slight irregularities in the area around the church where
the village once stood. Several old houses still exist in Pagham and the one opposite the
church is a cottage dating to the 12th or 13th century. Becket’s Barn south of the church
was once a tithe barn of the late 13th or early 14th century. It is now used as a reception
for the holiday and caravan park nearby.

The church dedicated to St Thomas a Becket was built in the 12th century on the site of a
Saxon one, which is mentioned in the Domesday Book. It consists of a tower, spire, nave,
chancel, aisles, transepts and north porch. A side chapel dedicated to St Andrew was
built in 1996. During the construction of the latter, three Bronze Age cremation burials
dating to c. 1500 BC were found. In the church are a Norman font, a Saxon burial urn
and fragments of a Saxon stone cross. Foundations of the Saxon church were found in
1996 when the floor was being re-laid.

In the grounds of Little Welbourne west of the church are the remains of St Andrew’s
chapel. This chapel, which is mentioned in Caedualla’s Saxon charter as “The church of
St Andrew as on the east bank of the harbour” was called “Uedring Mutha”. It may have
been once the parish church of nearby Wythering, which was once a borough port and
township in the vicinity of Pagham. Wythering declined in the 15th century and there is
no sign of it to be seen today.

The reaming part of the chapel consists of a wall between nave and chancel built of
rubble. The site of the chancel is now in use as a garage. The chancel arch of the 13th
century and other windows are blocked up and there are no visible remains to show the
original extent of nave and chancel of the chapel. It may have once had a tower, which
probably fell into the adjacent harbour to the west.
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Saddlescombe is a small hamlet consisting of a manor house (now a farmhouse), farm
and cottages surrounding a green. The name means a valley by a saddle of land.
Saddlescombe is mentioned in the Domesday Book as “Salescome” where a manor and
church are recorded. This church does not exist today and probably became a chapel in
Medieval times and abandoned later. Its site may have been near the manor house.

In Medieval times there was a Knights Templars at Saddlescombe, which was built in the
13th century. This was a small establishment, which was dissolved at the Dissolution in
the 16th century. There are no remains of this building visible today. There is an old well
in the village, which was probably dug at the time of the Knights Templars. It was 160
feet deep and had an oxen wheel to haul up buckets of water.

The London to Brighton Roman road sometimes known as the London to Portslade Way
was built to serve the iron workings in the Weald and the corn growing area of the South
Downs. It branched off Stane Street at Kennington Park and went through Streatham
(named from the Roman road), Croydon, Selsfield, Haywards Heath, Burgess Hill and
Pyecombe. No sign of the Roman road is visible south of here, but it may have continued
along or near the A23 to Brighton via Patcham and Preston.

Alternatively it may have gone to the south-west of Pyecombe and went over West Hill,
Newtimber, ascending and descending the hill on terrace ways and a possible agger on
the summit. It may run along a footpath to Saddlescombe in a hollow way and then
through the deep combe of the Devil’s dyke and then to Hangleton where there is a
possible Roman site in the vicinity of the church. It is also possible that it went further
south to Portslade to a Roman port at Copperas Gap on the coast.
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Present day Bognor was the result of Sir Richard Hotham, who came here in 1787 and
erected a new town. He renamed it Hothampton, but this went out of fashion after he
died in 1790. A house and chapel was built in what is known as “Hotham Park”. Since
then Bognor became a seaside resort town. The name Regis was added in 1929 after
George V convalesced at nearby Aldwick. Regis is Latin for “of the King”.

The name Bognor is Saxon, which goes back to 680 AD when it was known as “Bucgan-
Ora”. It means a strip of shelving beach used as a landing place, owned by Bucge.
Bucge is one of a few Saxon woman commemorated into Sussex place names. Bognor
became a fishing hamlet in Medieval times and was known as “Buggenore” in 1275 and
“Bogenor” in 1405.

The original settlement of Bognor and its Medieval chapel was lost to the sea by coastal
erosion in the early part of the 17th century. There is very little information about the
chapel, which was probably built in the 13th century. It was dedicated to St Bartholomew
and was merged with the vicarage at South Bersted in 1465. Before this date, the chapel
was in the parish of Pagham.

The site of the chapel is unknown and at low tides a large group of rocks known as
“Bognor Rock” are visible. These are, according to legend said to be the remains of the
old settlement of Bognor and its Medieval chapel. These rocks are a reef of the Eocene
deposits. They have been used for building material in the town. It is said that the site of
the chapel is out at sea opposite Gloucester Road. Very little evidence can be seen of its
former existence.

Violent storms in January 1998 had exposed numerous scattered tree trunks, branches
and the course of an ancient channel. In the same year Wessex Archaeology conducted a
programme on the foreshore of Bognor in connection with improvements to the sea
defences. The area of sea defence renewal ran from Gloucester Road, Bognor and
Outram Road, Felpham. Remains of prehistoric finds and waterlogged trees have been
found here since the 19th century.

These tree trunks and branches have been dated to the early Bronze Age period.
Dendrochronological and pollen analysis suggest that there was a forest in the area.
Bronze Age pottery, worked flints and a fence line were found along the western end of
the ancient channel. The demise of the forest was due to rising sea levels. Sea levels
rose by about 65 metres over the last 10,000 years. These tree trunks and branches can
be seen at low tides.
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Lyminster is an ancient place situated between Arundel and Littlehampton about a mile
east of the River Arun. It was thought by Mr P Johnston that it was the “Portus de
Arundel” until Littlehampton displaced it after the Norman period. It is more likely that
the port was at Ford to the south on the west bank of the river. Lyminster comprises of a
church and a number of houses. It was spelt as Lullyngmynster in c. 880, Lolinminstre in
1086, Liminstere in 1244 and Lymyster in 1511.

Lyminster was mentioned in the Domesday Book of 1086 as “Lolinminstre” where a
church is recorded. Also mentioned in the Domesday Book was Nonnenminstre with a
church. They occur under two separate entries and the latter was thought to have been an
alternative name for Lyminster. Nonnenminstre is now thought to be at West Preston.
Lolinminstre was Lulla’s church and Nonnenminstre was Nunna’s church. A Minster
church was a church built of stone.

The parish church dedicated to St Mary Magdalene dates from the Saxon period. It
consists of a tower, nave, chancel, north aisle, north porch and a modern vestry on the site
of the old Lady Chapel. The chancel arch is tall and narrow. The original south doorway
(now blocked) may have been the original entrance to the Saxon church and the nunnery.
Only the head is visible today on both the exterior and interior of the wall. This was
replaced by a Norman doorway, which is also blocked.

Lyminster was once a property of Alfred the Great who left the “twune of
Lullyngaminster” to “my cosyn Osferthe”. In 930 AD King Athelstan and his Great
Council met here. This King may have founded the nunnery said to have been built here
in the mid 10th century. Roger de Montgomery (Earl of Arundel) re-founded the nunnery
as an alien priory after the Conquest.

The church of St Mary possibly was its church where the nuns used the chancel and the
parishioners the nave. The site of the nuns doorway was on the south-west wall of the
chancel, now occupied by a window. On the south wall of the nave is a skull shaped flint
which looks like a nun wearing a hood. Could this have something to do with the nuns?
The site of this Benedictine nunnery is said to be south of the church in the vicinity of the
farmyard.

The old trackway (now a footpath) is known as “The Lost Road”. It ran from Lyminster
to Angmering and could well be on the line of a Roman road, which may have gone
towards Worthing via Chichester and Highdown. It was also a drove road where cattle
were taken to the market at Chichester in Medieval times. This Roman road would not
have been paved and due to the soil being well drained in the area, a paved road would
not have been necessary.
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There are only ten known Neolithic flint mines in Britain, six of these are in Sussex and
four of which are on the South Downs north of Worthing. These are at Cissbury, Church
Hill, Blackpatch and Harrow Hill. There are several possible flint mines and a number,
which are discredited either due to lack of evidence or of more recent origin such as chalk
quarrying. John Pull excavated some of these flint mines in the 20trh century and
Channel 4’s Time Team excavated those at Blackpatch in 2005.

There are possible flint mines at Tolmare Pond near Findon and discredited ones on
Highdown Hill. Curwen and his son excavated the former in the 20th century. The
author believes that there may be more Neolithic flint mines waiting to be discovered and
three such sites are near Worthing on Highdown Hill, Roger’s Clump in High Salvington
and at Patching Hill.

It is possible that there may be a possible Neolithic flint mine complex on Patching Hill.
There are depressions similar to those on Cissbury situated on the hill about three
quarters of a mile north of patching church centred at c. TQ 086074. They stretch in a
south-east to north-west direction for about 200 yards.

The largest depression is at the north-western end of the site centred at c. TQ 086074 and
there is a smaller one at the south-eastern end centred at c. TQ 087073. There are also
depressions on the northern line along a path, which are tree covered (mainly Hawthorn)
and on the southern line, groups of trees may be on the site of mine shafts. Slight
depressions and bumps along the line may also be flint mine shafts. The author has
found flint flakes on the site around the depressions.

Excavations by future archaeologists are needed to confirm if the site at Patching Hill as
well as those at Highdown and Roger’s Clump are Neolithic flint mine complexes. It is
also possible that these three sites could only be Neolithic flint quarries other than actual
mines. The author has researched all these sites and all finds were donated to Worthing
Museum plus a write up and photographs for future research.
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Goring was named from an Anglo-Saxon leader “Gara”. People who followed him made
their home here in the 8th century and built a small church, possibly of wood with a thatch
roof. Goring is mentioned in the Domesday Book as “Garinges”. Ingas being a tribe of
people in Saxon times who built settlements along the coastal plain as in Poling,
Angmering, Patching, Ferring, West Tarring, Worthing, Sompting and Lancing.

Widespread evidence of Roman occupation has been found in Goring and one site being
the Roman villa and bath-house at Northbrook Collage. The various artifacts found
suggest that a Roman road came through Goring. This route ran along Richmond Road
and Mill Road in Worthing and across a field south of the Ilex Way in Goring where
there is a possible agger (embankment). Sherds of Roman pottery were found in the
vicinity of Goring Library and near the Goring Methodist church in Bury Drive.

Bury Drive is an ancient footpath and probably existed in pre-Roman times. It goes from
the parish church as a twitten (a Sussex word for alley way), along Bury Drive, Fernhurst
Drive and through twittens parallel to Midhurst Drive into Ferring. The route follows the
first patch of firm ground next to the marshes by the sea. It runs along the line of the
inter-glacial 7.5 metre shingle beach.

The flint wall of the Bury footpath (known as “Le Bury” in 1302) exists today near the
parish church and in front of the Methodist church. At the latter is a stone bearing a
rough inscription of the names of three workmen and the date 1709. The area west of the
parish church has been developed on and the Methodist church was built in 1956.

In 1963 when an extension on the north side of the Methodist church was made, rescue
excavations were carried out. A house, huts (one with a central hearth), pits and pottery
were found of the Medieval period. Surprisingly there was a lack of oyster shells on the
site. The finds seem to date either to the 13th or 14th centuries. It is possible that this site
represents part of the Medieval village of Goring.

The parish church dedicated to St Mary dates from the 12th century on or near the site of
the Saxon church. There were alterations in the 14th century. It was rebuilt in 1837 and
consists of a tower, spire, nave, chancel and aisles. The pillars between the latter are the
only visible part of the Norman church. There is a brass inside the church of a man and
his wife of the Cook or Coke family c. 1490.

In 1974 there were repairs to Victorian drains on the south side of the church and
substantial remains of masonry were found a few yards from the church wall and a Saxon
grave next to it. The site was excavated and supervised by Con Ainsworth. This may
suggest that the original south wall of the Norman church was to the south of the
Victorian rebuild, but it is more likely to have been the south wall of the original south
aisle.
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The village of Portslade was mentioned in the Domesday Book of 1086 as “Porteslage”,
but no church recorded. The name could mean Port and Lade signifying a way or
passage of waters. These names probably mean “The way to the port” or “Crossing place
of the harbour”. Portus Adurni, which was once thought to be at Portslade, is now
believed to be at Portchester in Hampshire. Eliot Curwen and his son interpreted
Portslade as “Ports Lad” (Ports Road), which is a Roman road in the area. A Portus may
have existed here at one time.

The church dedicated to St Nicolas dates from the Norman period and consists of a tower,
nave, chancel, north and south aisles and south porch. There is a decorated chapel at the
west end of the north aisle dedicated to the Brackenbury family, which was built in 1869.
Inside the church are a triple sedilia and a piscina under moulded arches. There is a brass
plate in the south aisle to the Scrase family who died in 1499, 1519 and 1579. This came
from the ruins of the old West Blatchington church.

The manor house north of the church dates from the 12th century but its western part was
added in the early 17th century. It was in use as a manor until 1807 when the new manor
house was built. It was then in use as an almshouse for the poor for a while. The reason
for its destruction is uncertain, but rumour has it that it was due to family disputes. The
building was built of rubble and stone dressings and the ruins, which stand in the grounds
of the present manor house, are open to the public by appointment.

There was Stone Age activity in Portslade and remains such as arrowheads and flints
were found in old gavel pits, which are now under Vale Road. Bones and teeth were
found of earlier residents such as Mammoth and Wholly Rhinoceros, dating to the Ice
Age. Roman remains were discovered in Portslade such as coins and pottery. A Roman
burial ground was found in the brick pits in 1875. This site is now a recreation ground in
Victoria Road.

There are several old cottages in the village and one called “Kemps” is the oldest
surviving dwelling, which was built in c. 1580. It was possibly built on the site of St
Nicolas churchyard as there is a 13th century tomb slab forming part of the kitchen floor.
The forge was built in the mid 18th century and the adjoining cottage has a smuggler’s
secret cellar. The Portslade brewery was founded by John Dudney in the 19th century. It
closed in the 1930s and is now in use as a factory. The chimney is dated 1881.

The London to Brighton Roman road or London to Portslade way as it is sometimes
called, was built to serve the iron workings in the Weald and the corn growing regions of
the South Downs. This route either went to Brighton from Pyecombe or to Portslade via
a possible terraceway on West Hill, Newtimber. The section from Devil’s Dyke to
Portslade via Round Hill, Hangleton is called “The Ports Road”, which is how Portslade
may have got its name. The Roman road runs along the High Street through the village
and joined the Chichester to Brighton Roman road in Southwick.
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The village of Yapton was a much larger place in Medieval times and was reduced in size
due to the Black Death of the mid 14th century. There are earthworks and depressions,
which represent the remains of the Medieval village. Fields north of the church have
been ploughed. There was once a manor in Elizabethan times and Yapton Place was
reconstructed in 1800, but demolished by 1829. There is no trace of Yapton Place today
and only the dovecote and outbuildings still exist. There are several old cottages in the
village and two are called “Twelfth of Never” and “Thatlldo”.

The parish church dedicated to St Mary dates from the 12th century on the site of a Saxon
one. It consists of a tower, pyramidal spire, nave, chancel, aisles, dormer windows and a
timber-framed west porch. The lower part of the north wall of the tower was originally
the south wall of the Saxon church. The nave and aisles are under one roof instead of
separate ones as is the case with most churches. Traces of wall paintings exist in the
church and in the chancel is a candelabrum, which holds three candles. This has the rim
of a 14th century bell.

There are carvings on the pillars of the north aisle and there are incomplete carvings on
one pillar of the south aisle, but not on the others. This is because the people who were
undergoing the carving had to abandon the work to carry out repairs to Chichester
cathedral and to finish the work in Yapton afterwards. They never returned and so the
carvings were left unfinished.

The tower and south aisle slipped and are leaning at an angle of about eleven degrees.
This can be seen by the tower window and east window of the south aisle. The tower
was buttressed in the 14th and 16th centuries to support it. On the south wall outside, are
traces of ten scratch or mass dials.

In the village is a pub called “The Shoulder of Mutton and Cucumbers Inn and achieved
this name by specializing in mutton with cucumber sauce. It is one of the longest pub
names Britain with 31 letters. That of “The Thirteenth Mounted Cheshire Rifleman Inn”
at Stalybridge, Greater Manchester with 39 letters is the longest in Britain. Although
“The Green Man and Black’s Head Royal Hotel” at Ashbourne in Derbyshire has more
words, the longest is determined by the number of letters it has. The shortest pub name
is the “X” at Westcott in Cullompton, Devon.

The Portsmouth and Arundel canal was authorised by an Act of Parliament in 1817 and
opened on May 26 1823 and closed in 1855. Coal was the principal cargo. The old canal
is now a footpath and runs through Yapton where there is the only complete bridge,
which carried farm traffic over it. At this point houses have been built along part of it.
The route of the canal is being restored in parts where some swing bridges have been
renovated in the Barnham area. It is hoped that one day one can travel by water from
Portsmouth to the East Yorkshire coast without going via the sea.
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There are only ten known Neolithic flint mines in Britain, six of these are in Sussex and
four of which are on the South Downs north of Worthing at Cissbury, Church Hill,
Blackpatch and Harrow Hill. There are several possible flint mines and a number, which
are discredited either due to lack of evidence or of more recent origin such as chalk
quarrying. There are possible Neolithic flint mines at Tolmare pond, Roger’s Farm (both
on Church Hill) and discredited ones on Highdown Hill. The author believes that there
are other flint mines waiting to be discovered and one is on Lychpole Hill in Sompting.

It is possible that there could be a Neolithic flint mine complex on Lychpole Hill,
Sompting centred at c. TQ 158064. There are depressions on this hill similar to those on
Cissbury and Nore Down, West Marden, which could be flint mine shafts. They go in a
line north to south for about 200 yards and cross a footpath. Other shafts, which may
have existed, are probably filled in. The site is situated to the north of Lambleys Barn
and west of Coombe Barn.

The author has found flint flakes in and around some of the depressions north and south
of the footpath. The latter is overgrown with nettles in the summer and some of the
depressions are tree covered. There is also a depression in a field east of the footpath just
south of Coombe Barn and other slight depressions, which could represent mine shafts.
The author has also found flint flakes in this area.

In the adjacent field west of the depressions, a concentration of flints were found by John
Pull in the south-west corner and a flint implement bearing area was also found. Could
this field represent the site of a Neolithic village or settlement associated with the flint
mines where people lived and worked? Excavations by future archaeologists are needed
to confirm if these depressions are Neolithic flint mines. They may only be Neolithic
flint quarries other than flint mines.
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Today Hurstpierpoint is a main village, which has grown considerably. It grew along the
B2116 road and also to the north of it. The village was mentioned in the Domesday Book
as Herst where a church is recorded. The village is sometimes known locally as Hurst.
The name Hurstpierpoint is named from a wooded hill associated with the Pierpoint
family. Robert de Petroponte or de Pierpoint originated from Normandy and held the
manor after the Norman Conquest as a tenant of William de Warenne. The Pierpoint
family owned this estate until 1431.

There are many buildings of interest in the village and James Hannington lived in one of
them in the 19th century. He went to Africa to teach the natives Christianity, but they
martyred him. Some people say that they cooked him in a pot and ate him. There is a
memorial to him in the church. The church at Bishop Hannington in West Blatchington
was built in his memory in 1938.

The present church dedicated to the Holy Trinity was built in 1843 to 1845 on the site of
the original Medieval church dedicated to St Lawrence. The first church in
Hurstpierpoint could date back to pre-Conquest times. The present church consists of a
tower, spire, nave, chancel, north and south aisles, side chapels and porch. There are
some items from the old church in this church and one of them is an effigy to Simon de
Pierpoint. The new church was built around him and his figure is represented on the
village sign.

In the north aisle is a mutilated effigy of a Medieval Knight (c. 1340) and there was also
an effigy in stone of a warrior with his head resting on his helmet and a dog at his feet.
The old font is believed to be 13th century and there are 12th and 13th century coffin lids
outside the west door. One of these shows faint traces of a raised cross. There are some
old tombstones in the churchyard.

Hurstpierpoint is listed as a shrunken Medieval village by the Medieval Settlement
Research Group (MSRG) on the author’s evidence. It was a larger place in Medieval
times and declined in size due to the Black Death of the mid 14th century. There are
earthworks of former houses to the south of the church on either side of the B2117 road.
There are more than 3000 known deserted villages in England. Most of which were lost
due to the plague.

The Tower House Folly in West Furlong Lane is a round tower of the 19th century. It is
not certain if it was erected to see Napoleon coming or for smugglers to get the all clear
to get past the revenue. The former is more likely, with the adjoining crenellated flint
wall, it was part of an illusion to make the village appear to be fortified.
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East Chiltington was mentioned in the Domesday Book as “Childeltvne”, but no church
was recorded. The village probably declined in size in the Middle Ages, leaving several
houses and a church. There are earthworks in the form of house platforms north of the
church and some east and west of it. Slight earthworks also exist along the lane east of
Chapel Cottages.

The footpath, which runs westwards to the north of the church, may have been once a
street in the village. Some two miles to the east is Chapel Farm, which was named from
a modern chapel. It is said that victims of the Black Death were buried in the fields
around it. The modern chapel no longer exits.

The church, which dates from the 12th century, was a chapel of ease to nearby
Westmeston from 1291 until 1909 when it became a parish church. It probably started
life as a church when first built. The church has no dedication, but it probably did before
it became a chapel.

It consists of a battlemented tower with pyramidal cap, nave, chancel and south porch.
There is a blocked doorway on the north wall of the nave. There are no windows on the
north wall of the church. It was rebuilt in the 19th century. The only remains of the
original Norman church are the blocked north door and the south door.

Inside the church are several charity boards, the oldest is dated 1611. The pulpit is dated
1719. Pulpits from the 18th century are rare and there are probably only a few in the
county. The central of the three tie beams is dated 1669. The ancient yew tree is 1200
years old and is probably the reason why the church was built on the knoll in the first
place. It has seen the whole history of the church.

The walls of the church were built of local sandstone rubble, which a churchwarden said
is known locally as winklestone. Looking at close range, you can see that the stones
consist of a mass of consolidated winkles or small snail shells. These were probably laid
down about 100 million years ago when the Weald was in a submarine phase.

A Roman road goes through part of the village, which is the Barcombe Mills to Hardham
route (Margary’s No. 140). This is known as the Sussex Greensand Way or the east-west
route and it was built along the greensand ridge north of the South Downs. It appears as
an agger (embankment) across a field at Wootton Farm east of the village and runs along
the lane through East Chiltington by the Jolly Sportsman pub. It then traverses across
fields north of the church. The village of Streat to the west is named from the Roman
road.
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Balmer near Falmer means a stronghold pool, a pool near a stronghold. The pool is now
a grassy pit and traces of the stronghold remain on the top of Balmer Down. Roman
treasure has been found there. The other mers nearby at Falmer and Stanmer also mean
pools. That of Falmer means pleasant pool and Stanmer means stony pool. The pool of
the latter now lies in the grounds of the Sussex University.

Balmer was mentioned in the Domesday Book as “Bergemere” where a small church is
recorded. This was probably a wooden building with a thatch roof as most small
churches were in those days. Balmer was known as Burwemere in 1279 and Bormer in
1541. It was marked as “Hamlet of Boromar” on an 1838 tithe map of Falmer.

The village or hamlet of Balmer was probably a small place in Medieval times, which
had a chapel. The date of the desertion of the village is uncertain, but probably occurred
during the Black Death of the mid 14th century. A number of earthworks can be seen
today of the former village as house platforms. These are situated in a field north and
west of Balmer Farm.

There are remains of buildings near the modern farm, which may have been built on the
site of Medieval ones. Traces of other buildings can be seen on Upper Green Field, but
these are not shown on an estate map of 1819 or the Falmer tithe map of 1838. The track
going westwards was probably an old road into the village as was the north – south track.
The farm and cottages remain standing today.

Balmer chapel was lost a long time ago and its site is uncertain, but it would have been
where the main village once stood. This Medieval chapel probably stood on the site of
the small church mentioned in the Domesday Book. There is a Church Laine Field by the
pond, which is the field going southwards towards the A27 Brighton to Lewes road. It
therefore seems likely that the chapel stood adjacent to the mere like those at Falmer and
Stanmer.

The chapel was held by Lewes priory in 1535. It was not mentioned in the records of the
state of the Diocese of Chichester of 1563 and probably in ruins before this date. It was
probably in a bad state of repair by the middle of the 14th century when the village was
deserted. The remaining inhabitants may not have been able to afford to restore it.
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Dell Quay on Chichester Harbour near Apuldram was known as la Dell in 1280 and Dell
Key in 1671. The name means a deep hollow or depression, which probably refers to the
eastern arm of the Chichester channel. Dell Quay was the smallest and oldest port in
Sussex and possibly the quaintest. It was the official landing stage for all goods coming
into Chichester Harbour. The original port stood about ½ mile west of Apuldram church
and then moved to its present site in the 17th century.

The village of Apuldram was deserted in the Middle Ages leaving a church and Ryman’s
House. The village clustered around four streets and one called “Ystrete” may be the
present Birdham Road. In 1954 a great number of skeletons were found in the Dell Quay
mud, which could be victims of the Black Death.

Dell Quay was the port for Chichester in Roman times and it is possible that the Roman
road “Stane Street” which entered the Roman town of Noviomagus at the east gate went
southwards to the Manhood Peninsula via Dell Quay. The name Ystrete suggests a
Roman road, which came through to Bracklesham.

Dell Quay was at one time the seventh most important port in Medieval times. It was the
wool port of Chichester. Wool being big business before coal and iron took its place.
Some of Dell Quay’s foreign imports were Spanish wine, Spanish wool and Irish
provisions such as timber, barley and coal. Building stone from the Isle of Wight
quarries was another import and the 15th century tower of Ryman’s House at Apuldram
was built of it.

During the Reign of Elizabeth I, it held an important place in the world of commerce and
one of the leading on the South Coast. It was at Dell Quay that three vessels, which were
equipped by the merchants of Chichester who sailed to fight the Spanish Armada in 1587.
Chichester seamen mainly manned it. Elizabeth I only took more than a passing interest
in the port.

When smuggling was rife, Dell Quay had a full share of the cargo running. It had a direct
route, which took smuggling gangs to London. The resourcefulness of the smugglers in
the quay occurred in the beginning of the 19th century. The best known tale is of a
vicious fight between smugglers and revenue men in the cellars of the Inn, where several
lawmen were murdered. The Inn called “The Crown and Anchor” is said to be 400 or
500 years old.

Dell Quay served as Chichester’s port until 1824 when the Chichester canal was built
from Birdham to a basin in the city. This canal also went to the River Arun at Ford via
Yapton. This gave a direct route from Portsmouth to the Yorkshire coast without going
via the sea. There is no commercial trade at Dell Quay today and the warehouses at the
old quay are the headquarters of the Dell Quay Sailing Club. It is a pleasant place for
small boat sailing, racing, walking and bird watching.
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Upper Beeding is mentioned in the Domesday Book as “Beddinges” where two churches
are recorded. The second one could be the one at nearby Edburton. It was known as
Beadingum in c. 880, Bedinges in 1073 and Beden in 1797. The name is believed to
derive from the people of the Beada or Bieda. Recorded in the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle as
a son of Port who came here in 501 AD.

The original village of Upper Beeding stood around the church and was probably
deserted by the Black Death of the mid 14th century. It was re-sited to the south along the
present High Street, where there are a number of old buildings including pubs. At the
west end of the High Street, the road crosses the River Adur on a bridge. This replaced
the original Bramber Bridge, which had a 14th century chapel on it.

The names Upper and Lower in place names seems to be an illogical usage due to the fact
that Lower Beeding is further north than Upper Beeding and the same applies to Upper
and Lower Barpham where the latter is further north. Lower Beeding is also higher
above sea level than Upper Beeding. The name Upper in these cases depicts the more
important of the two places, like the High Street is the most important street in a town or
village. Upper Beeding is a more important place than Lower Beeding.

The original village street probably went along Church Lane towards the church, where
there are modern houses. Slight bumps exist along this lane, which may represent former
houses and there are possible house platforms at the west end. All houses in the vicinity
of the church are modern.

The church dedicated to St Peter dates from the 14th century on the site of a Saxon one.
The Saxon church had a tower, nave and apsidal chancel. The 14th one consisted of a
tower, nave, rectangular chancel, and south porch. The church was restored in the 19th
century and a south aisle was added together with a south porch. The site of the original
south porch is in the south aisle. There is a blocked up doorway in the south wall of the
chancel.

Upper Beeding church was once a priory church to Sele priory, which was just to the
north. Sele being an alternative name for Beeding. William de Braose built this
Benedictine priory in 1075 and the monks used the chancel of the church. It came under
the control of the Benedictine monastery of St Florent at Saumur. It is thought to have
been a small building, comprising no more than six monks and a prior, together with their
servants.

Sele priory was dissolved in 1535 and a Georgian house now occupies the site called
“The Priory”. It is believed that the graves of the monks lie under the lawn of the house.
Masonry from the priory can be seen imbedded in the churchyard wall. Stonework from
the priory can also be seen imbedded on the north and south walls of the chancel of
Buncton chapel.
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Alex Vincent.

Throughout England there are over 3000 deserted villages and many shrunken ones.
Most were lost during the Black Death or Bubonic Plague of the mid 14th century. Many
people died and others moved into neighbouring villages. Besides the Black Death, there
were also other plagues, which caused desertion such as in the 17th century. Some
villages were deserted and then moved to another site like Findon and that is why the
village is a long way from the church.

During plagues a number of pesthouses or isolation hospitals were built throughout the
country to quarantine or imprison victims. The name pesthouse is defined as a hospital
for plague victims. They were in absolute isolation until they died or in rare cases
recovered. People who caught the disease and those suspected of it were imprisoned
therein.

For centuries, any group of cottages on the outskirts of a town or village with an
adjoining chapel would suggest a local pesthouse to the traveller. Samuel Pepys refers to
pesthouses (also the pestcoaches) in his diaries for 1660 to 1669, which is the time of the
last great plague in London, which raged in the summer of 1665.

Lee Farm owned by the Angmering Park Estate near Michelgrove was once a Leper
settlement. A path called “The Lepers Path” took the Lepers to Clapham church, but had
to stay outside. It is said that the small window on the south wall of the nave was a Leper
window, where the vicar gave a service to the Lepers. There is no sign of the original
isolation hospital at Lee Farm today.

The Pest House in Findon is situated some 1½ miles north of the village. It was at one
time known as “Pestilence House”, a name referring to the Bubonic Plague of the 14th
century. This building was an isolation hospital for plague victims and the late Nancy
Price stated, “In all my walking all over England, I have never come across another
pesthouse”. She wrote about it in her book “The Heart of a Vagabond”. She stated in
this book “it may have been here in the fourteenth century, when nearly half of the
population of the country died from plague”.

Hugh Wyatt recorded in his book Fragments of Findon “our pesthouse was the last
dwelling house in Findon to lose its straw-thatched roof”. The building is now a farm
and was modernised and painted. The Pest House may have been a larger building at one
time and it is likely that it stands on the site of a dwelling, which was used in Saxon times.
It was probably used for other plagues as well over the centuries.

The name on the gate and the old flint walls being all that remained to remind passers-by
of a grim and tragic past. It is believed that there are many hundreds of bodies from the
plague, buried in the fields around the Pest House. Plague victims were either buried or
cremated before being laid to rest here. This has yet to be proved archaeologically.
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There are some 10,000 miles of Roman roads in Britain, 7500 miles are known and some
2500 yet to proven and possibly many more yet to be discovered. Some are major routes
such as Watling Street and Stane Street while some are secondary routes and others
purely local routes. The latter were not necessarily straight and if the terrain was too
hilly then a straight road would not have been possible.

The Chichester to Brighton Roman road is a secondary route, which left Stane Street at
Westhampnett near Chichester and went in an easterly direction to Brighton via
Aldingbourne, Arundel, Worthing, Lancing, Shoreham, and Portslade and then to
Brighton. This Roman road had to cross the Rivers Arun and Adur on ferries, as these
were wide estuaries in Roman times.

In Worthing, the route clips the southern end of Hill Barn Golf Course and ran across the
northern end of Hill Barn Recreation Ground where there is a slight agger (embankment)
and through the waterworks. It then passes through Longlands where there is a good
agger in First Avenue. After this, the Roman road ran along the footpath by Sompting
church and then across a field to the south-east towards Lancing.

In the Hill Barn Recreation Ground, Roman-British pottery was found dating from the 1st
to the 3rd centuries AD. These artifacts have been found on the eastern side of the
recreation ground south of the waterworks and also by the disused gravel pit where there
are now trees. This suggests that there could be a Roman site here such as a village, farm
or just a few huts.

During the early part of 1950, a group of boys aged between 11 and 17 from Varndean
School, Brighton helped to excavate the site to find signs of Romano-British occupation
by the marl pit. The boys worked under the supervision of Mr Frank S Wright and Dr A
E Wilson. They found sherds of Roman pottery and a human inhumation on the site.

According to Dr Wilson who was the president of the Worthing Archaeological Society
at the time, there were signs of a rubbish dump and that huts may have stood nearby.
Burnt clay, which is believed to have been part of one of the huts, was found at a depth of
2 feet 9 inches. Dr Wilson suggested that the site was once a Romano-British village.
People would have lived in wattle and daub huts. The village today lies under the turf
and soil.

The Norwich Union building on the west side of Hill Barn Lane is going to be
demolished and flats built on the site. It is possible that Romano-British occupation may
well exist here as well either under the building or in the grounds slightly to the south.
Perhaps it may have been a farm, which was worked by the people who lived in the
village, which existed in the recreation ground. Hopefully archaeologists will take a
look-see on the site before development takes place in the hope that something may be
found there.
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Sussex is not well known for standing stones and none are listed in Aubrey Burl’s books.
There are no chambered tombs and only a few long barrows. However there are a
number of sarsen stones in Sussex as well as on the downland in Wiltshire. Some of
these were used in ancient times and there is no proof that megaliths did not once exist.
Some were probably small stones, which may have been taken away for building material
elsewhere or destroyed due to farming.

Sarsen stones are a form of sandstone, which were formed mainly in the Eocene period.
Many of the stones in Sussex have a reddish tinge as they have iron impurities. They are
mainly found on the tertiary beds above the chalk and occur only on the chalk downland
and coastal plain. There are several modern stones in Sussex, which have also attracted
folklore as well as ancient ones.

The sarsen stone at Rest And Be Thankful just south of Southwick Hill is a block, which
measures 3 feet square and 2 feet in height. This stone was apparently built to the wall of
Southwick church, which suggests that it was present there before the church. The latter
dates from Saxon times. This means that the site was probably a place of religious
worship going back many centuries. Was it a standing stone before the church was built?
There could have been others forming a circle on the site. Some churchyards may have
been the site of standing stones and St Nicholas church in Brighton being one case.

The stone was moved from the church to its present site in the 19th century when the wall
of the church was widened. According to Holden, the stone was used as a boundary
stone along the trackway, which goes to Thundersbarrow Hill and beyond. There is a
hollow on top of the stone, which is thought to have been a flint polishing surface.

The stone makes a good seat and that is where the name Rest And Be Thankful may have
came about. It is also possible that the name may have derived from the fact that the
people who lugged the stone up to this spot rested on it and were thankful that the task
was over. There are other Rest And Be Thankfuls in Britain and one of which also has a
pub.
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Edburton is Edburga’s farmstead, which was named after Princess Edburga who was
born c. 900 AD. She was the daughter of King Edward the Elder. Princess Edburga
became a nun. She is believed to have founded the church here in the 10th century.
Edburton was known as Eadburgeton in 1246 and Edburton by 1584. Edburton and its
church are not mentioned in the Domesday Book, whereas nearby Upper Beeding is
where two churches are recorded. It is possible that one of them is the one at Edburton.

The church dedicated to St Andrew was built in c. 1180 on the site of a Saxon one.
Stones from the old church were incorporated into the present building. It consists of a
west tower, long nave, chancel, south porch and north chapel. The tower was added by
about 1375. It is possible that there was an industry such as iron some 1000 years ago,
judging by the length of the church.

There are many things of interest to see in the church and one is the Norman leaden font,
which is one of three in Sussex. The others are at Parham and Pyecombe. There is a
chained stone, which is said to be the ground piscina of the stone altar of the Saxon
church and is about 1000 years old. There is a grave slab to William Hippisley who died
in 1657.

The main point of interest are the four mass clocks, which are vertical sundials and are of
Saxon date about 1000 years old. Three of them are on the south wall with holes where
the gnomons were fixed, but one of them is on the north wall of the chancel where the
sun can never get at it. This mass clock is upside down and only half of it is left (the
other half having been cut away). This shows that it is re-used stone from the Saxon
church.

The village, which it served probably declined in size during the Black Death of the mid
14th century. There are no visible earthworks to show the original village apart from
vague bumps in fields around the church. There are a few houses in the village still
standing today.

On Edburton Hill are the earthworks of a motte and bailey castle. This is known as
“Castle Rings” and is near Iron Age and Romano-British settlements. This motte and
bailey castle was probably in use for only a few years and possibly had a timber structure.
It is some 300 feet above the village and must have been a task to reach, but it probably
served Perching nearby. The latter is a deserted Medieval village, which once had a
chapel.
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The village of Streat near Ditchling is named from a Roman road, which passes through.
It is recorded in the Domesday Book of 1086 as Estrat, and Stret and Strete in the 14th
century. Further west to the south-west of Henfield is Stretham along the same Roman
road and this is named from a ham on the Roman road. Streatham in London has the
same meaning.

The church of unknown dedication dates from the 11th or 12th century. Two small
churches are recorded in the Domesday Book for Streat and we think that the second one
may have been at Wivelsfield. Neither Wivelsfield or its church are mentioned in the
Domesday Book. Streat church consists of a nave, chancel, bell cote, south aisle, north
porch and north vestry. The latter dates from 1882, which replaced a brick burial chapel.
The chancel was probably rebuilt in the 13th century.

The church was heavily restored in the 19th century when the south aisle was added.
Little of the Saxon or Norman building remains today. The original Norman doorways
on the south and north walls of the nave are lost and would have been placed opposite
each other. Inside the church are two 18th century iron grave slabs set into the floor. One
of which is thought to be the largest in Britain. Above the chancel arch is the Royal Coat
of Arms of Charles II, which is dated 1660.

Streat Place just north of the church is a house of two stories with attics and cellars. It
faces east and is of knapped flint. The main part of the building was probably built in the
early part of the 17th century. It consists of wings, porch, a hall fireplace and bay
windows. Portions of a mid 16th century house are visible in outbuildings to the west.
There was probably an earlier building on the site and the manor house at the time of the
Norman Conquest is called Norman Hall House. This was a single great hall, possibly
with a central fire on the stone floor.

The Roman road of which Streat is named is the Barcombe Mills to Hardham Roman
road (the east-west route) and left the London to Lewes route at Barcombe Mills and
joined Stane Street at the posting station at Hardham. It was built along the Greensand
ridge to the north of the South Downs and is also known as the “Sussex Greensand Way”.

It crosses the London to Brighton route some 70 yards north of the Hassocks Crossroads
and there is a large Roman cemetery to the south-west. Traces of the route are visible in
places such as an agger across a field at Wootton Farm near East Chiltington. In Streat, a
treeline marks its course.

The Middleton track is another route (possibly pre-Roman, which the Romans used). This
went from the Weald through Wivelsfield Green and crossed the east-west route north of
Hayleigh Farm. From here, it went past Middleton Manor and Westmeston and then
ascended the South Downs on a remarkable Romanised terraceway to join with other
ancient trackways.
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Alex Vincent.

The village of Loxwood in the parish of Wisborough Green is named from Locc’s wood.
It is Locceswudu in Old English and was Lokeswode in 1288 and Lowkswode in 1520.
It is from a personal name, which also occurs in Locksash, (which once had a Medieval
chapel), Loxfield and Luxford. The name derived from a Celtic or Saxon God called
“Lokka” or “Lokwa”. Loxwood is not mentioned in the Domesday Book.

The new church at Loxwood dedicated to St John the Baptist, was designed by Roland
Plumbe and built in 1900 by Henry Spooner. It consists of a battlemented tower, spire,
nave, chancel and north aisle. It was built of red brick and replaced a 15th century chapel,
which was to the north. In the church are Medieval oak pews, which probably came from
the original chapel.

The original 15th century chapel was built around 1406. It consisted of a nave, chancel,
porch and bellcote. The front part of the chapel had fallen into great disrepair by 1820.
The chapel was pulled down by the late 19th century. The site is to the west of Church
Cottage, which is now a garden. The cottage is a timber framed building. The stone on
the green by the road is probably from the old chapel. In the village are some old houses.

The modern chapel in Spy Lane, which is now the Emmanuel Fellowship was built in
1869 as a Dependant chapel for the Cokelers. The Cokelers is a nickname applied locally
to a peculiar Christian sect based in Loxwood. They were founded by John Sirgood (a
London shoemaker), who settled in the village in 1850. The Cokelers were also
established at North Chapel, Warnham, Kirdford, Chichester, Shamley Green, Hove and
Upper Norwood before the founder died in 1885.

The Cokelers were called the Society of Dependants or Body of Dependants. The
alternative form was Coglers as some 19th century sources preferred to call them. There
are several explanations of the origin of the name Cokelers and for their own part, the
Dependants favoured the theory that it derived from cocoa, which they were noted to
drink instead of alcohol.

The Wey and Arun Junction Canal, which goes through Loxwood was opened in 1816
and was abandoned in 1871. It improved the posterity of the area and the wharf was
situated to the north of the canal and west of the road. Barges brought all kinds of
merchandise to the area such as coal, lime and gravel. It also took away farm produce
and timber to markets. The trade averaged about 18,000 tons a year.

The Onslow Arms (named after a major landowner) was built for the canal builders and
bargemen and was one of the few by the waterside. Many pints would have been pulled
here. It was used as a horse changing station and the old stables are still here. The canal
is being restored and a short tunnel was constructed under the B2133, which replaced the
original hump bridge. A new lock was built west of the bridge. The B2133 through the
village is an 18th century turnpike road.
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West Firle is a long straggling village with many old cottages. The name means oak
covered land. It was known as Fierol in Old English and is mentioned in the Domesday
Book of 1086 as Ferle. It was called Firle in 1271 and Westfurle in 1591. It is called
West Firle to distinguish it from East Firle, which is a lost village to the east. Today the
village is sometimes known as Firle. There were four pubs in the village and one “The
Woolpack” closed in 1854.

The church dedicated to St Peter dates from the late 12th and early 13th century, but most
of what is seen today is of the 14th and 15th centuries. It consists of a tower, nave,
chancel, north and south aisles, north-east chapel and south porch. It is not known when
the first church was built on the site and the north door is Norman in date. There are two
mass dials on the north wall.

Inside the church are 14th century nave arches, memorial brasses one of which is to
Bartholomew Bolney and his wife of 1476 and a number of brasses and monuments to
the Gage family who owned Firle Place. In the 16th century north chapel are three tomb
chests, two of which are brass effigies. In the north-east chapel is a 20th century Tree of
Life window.

Firle Place is a Tudor building and was built for Sir John Gage who died in 1557. It is a
large house with a great hall and is open to the public. The symmetrical east front is of
1745. It has a drawing room, library and a staircase hall. The stables date from about
1800. It is surrounded by a large park.

The deserted village of Heighton St Clare is in Firle Park east of the house. Its alternative
name was East Firle. There are several irregular mounds on the site, which represent the
site of houses and a silted pond. The village was deserted sometime between 1450 and
1600, possibly due to emparkment. The nearest settlement to Heighton St Clare is
Heighton Street named from the Roman road, which passes through.

This Roman road exists as a lane through the settlement and descends the hill on a
remarkable terraceway known as “The Rabbit Walk”. This Roman road is the Seaford to
Ripe Roman road and connected with others in the area where there are some curious
Roman land units still surviving, known as “The Ripe Land Settlement”. They cover
some 2 X 1 ½ miles and are irregular in shape at multitudes of 10 actus. One actus is 120
Roman feet or 116.05 English feet. They also go at 5, 15, 21 and 31 actus. These land
units are clearly seen in Italy and North Africa.
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Binsted near Arundel was mentioned in the Domesday Book as “Benestede”. It was
known as Bynstede in 1296, Biensted in 1332 Byenstede in 1342 and Binstead in 1668.
The place is Bean stede, meaning a place where beans were cultivated. In fact beans
were the only crop, which farmers were able to grow in the area.

There is an Iron Age ditch in Binsted, which was excavated over a number of years. Vast
quantities of Iron Age pottery was found in the ditch. The ditch lies in a field to the north
of the road and goes under the Black Horse pub. This pub is partly timber framed and
houses a tourist information point.

In the summer of 1964, digging was carried out to make a garden and various sherds of
Medieval pottery, tile and a Medieval kiln were found. It was a pottery kiln, which had
been in operation between 1215 and 1315. Excavations were carried out on the site from
May 1965 and vast quantities of pottery, green glazed tableware and cooking pots were
found. The Binsted kiln was sited on the old highway between Arundel and Chichester.
This trackway, which is now an overgrown path is called “Old Scotland Lane”.

The Chichester to Brighton Roman road (Margary’s No. 153) ran through Binsted and the
treelined footpath to the north of the village marks its course. This Roman road had to
cross the rivers Adur and Arun on ferries and also the Binsted Brook, which would have
been wider in Roman times.

The flint church dedicated to St Mary dates from the 12th century and was a simple
building of nave and chancel with no division. It was built by the monks of Tortington
priory. Today it consists of a Nave, chancel, south porch and bellcote. It contains a fine
Norman font and there are two small Norman windows in the chancel. The church was
restored in 1867.

By the north window is a 12th century wall painting of St Margaret of Scotland,
immediately after her canonization. On the other splay is what appears to be a triple
branched tree, which may either represent the Tree of Life or the Blessed Trinity. These
are only remains of a series of paintings, which originally covered the walls.

Binsted is a shrunken Medieval village, which was a once larger place. The declining of
the village is uncertain, but could have been due to the Black Death of the mid 14th
century. There are house platforms and earthworks in a fields on either side of the road
from the church to the Black Horse. The main site being north of the church. The field
south of the church has been ploughed. There are several houses of interest in the village.
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The history of Middleton goes back to Anglo-Saxon times and was a flourishing
community and important fishing centre. It is mentioned in the Domesday Book as
“Middeltone” where a church is recorded. The name means middle farmstead and was
known as Mildetun in 1212, Mildelton in 1274 and Medelton in 1514. The place may
have been so called because it is sited between the settlements of Felpham and Flansham.

The parish church of Middleton dedicated to St Nicholas was lost to the sea by coastal
erosion in the 19th century. It consisted of a tower, nave, chancel, south aisle and north
porch. It was a 13th century building, built on the site of an earlier Saxon church, which
existed before 1066. It stood on the west side of Sea Lane, which was formally Church
Lane.

In 1724, the south aisle of the church was only 60 feet from high tide mark and by the
end of the 18th century the tower and most of the chancel had fallen. In 1795, the church
stood dangerously on the edge of a low cliff and by 1837 it fell victim to the encroaching
sea and was no more. There was a disastrous gale in 1830. Also cottages and five Inns
fell into the sea by this time, meaning that the village of Middleton was completely lost
apart from a few cottages in Sea Lane.

It is said that the ruins of the church can still be seen at low tides and that the bells can
still be heard chiming in the tower on stormy nights. The latter is a typical legend
attached to churches lost to the sea. At low tides, just a few rocks are visible and one of
which looks like a pillar, which may have come from the church.

Further inland, a new church also dedicated to St Nicholas was built in Middleton in 1847
and dedicated in 1849. It consists of a nave, apsidal chancel and small spire. There are
two items from the old church in the new church, which are a register dating from 1560
and an Elizabethan chalice and cup dated 1576. In the churchyard are some 18th century
tombstones, which were washed up on the beach from the old church. One of them is
dated 1775.
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Chantry Hill south of Storrington was named from The Chantry situated in Chantry Lane.
And Chantry Post is named from a post marking places. Chantry Barn at Warnham near
Horsham was recorded as Chauntrye in 1566 and Chantry Barn in Durrington was
recorded as Chaunt’ylond in 1492. These names must once have been land belonging to
chapels at these places.

The Chantry here in Storrington is not quite the customary use of the term to provide
prayers and worship to be said or sung for the dead. It is named from a little building on
the lawn of the old stone built farm house. From the fact that the owner who had escaped
a disaster by hearing a church bell on a foggy night in the Weald to the north, had this
place consecrated and had endowed the ringing of a bell here on stormy nights. The bell
was still there at the turn of the 20th century..

On Chantry Hill is a Roman terraceway, which descends the hill towards Storrington. It
curves round the slopes of Chantry Hill to a point above Greyfriars to the north-west
where the direct road (possibly Roman) to Storrington, past the church begins. This
terraceway probably joined the Barcombe Mills to Hardham Roman road or east-west
route (Margary’s No. 140) at West Chiltington Common.

The terraceway would have joined with other ancient trackways on the South Downs.
The South downs Way is a very ancient trackway, which goes back to Neolithic or even
Palaeolithc times. It is possible that the terraceway may have been part of the Codmore
Hill to Wiggonholt Roman road (Margary’s No. 152), which either joins the east-west
route or crosses it at Lickfold.

The borstal descending from Chantry Post towards The Chantry was probably once a
terraceway as well, but has become a hollow way due to the constant use of wheeled
traffic over the centuries. Borstal is a pure Sussex dialect word for the steep paths
running up the slopes of the Downs.

Greyfriars was formerly Coldharbour, which suggests a Roman road. Coldharbour
means shelter from the cold. Coldharbours are found all over the country and are a hut or
some construction built by the roadside to protect travellers in bad weather whilst waiting
for their transport. Likewise a modern harbour protects shipping.

At Chantry Bottom is a deserted settlement, which was occupied by Iron Age, Roman
and Medieval people. A number of ancient settlements existed in the area and to the
south at Cock Hill is the site of a late Bronze Age settlement. The southern escarpment
of the South Downs between the River Arun and the Findon Windgap is interrupted by
three valleys, which enter the coastal plain together by Patching Pond. The middle of
these three valleys runs southwards from Chantry Hill.



HANGLETON.HANGLETON.HANGLETON.

HANGLETON.

LOSTLOSTLOST

LOST

VILLAGEVILLAGEVILLAGE

VILLAGE

ANDANDAND

AND

THETHETHE

THE

PORTSPORTSPORTS

PORTS

ROAD.ROAD.ROAD.

ROAD.

Alex Vincent.

Hangleton near Hove was mentioned in the Domesday Book as “Hangetone”, but no
church was recorded. The name means a farmstead by a hanger or sloping wood and was
known as Hangletone in 1091, Hengelton in 1248 and Angleton in 1675. Hangleton in
Ferring has the same meaning.

The village of Hangleton is deserted and was due to the Black death of the mid 14th
century and was situated on an ancient trackway north-east of the church. The trackway
is believed to date from the early Iron Age and was still a highway in 1635. It no longer
exists north of the church.

Excavations on the site of the lost village were carried out in the 1950s before the site
was built over by the growth of Brighton and Hove. Long houses dating to the 13th
century were revealed. Mounds and hollows were also excavated. The long houses were
found to have two living rooms and a cross passage, which separated a third room, which
was used for some farming purpose. One of them was reconstructed and is in the Open
Air Museum at Singleton. Many other things were found on the site such as pottery.

The church dedicated to St Helen dates from c. 1090 and consists of a tower, nave and
chancel. The nave has herring bone masonry and the tower was added in the 13th century.
There is a blocked up doorway on the north wall. The manor house is 15th century, which
is now a hotel. The green to the south of the church is said to be a burial place for plague
victims.

The Roman road known as the Clayton Wickham to Portslade Roman road (Margary’s
No. 154) went from Clayton Wickham Farm, Hassocks to Portslade via the Devil’s Dyke.
It went along a treeline at the foot of Wolstonbury Hill, through the villages of
Newtimber and Poynings and then along the combe of the Devil’s Dyke.

About a mile south of the Devil’s Dyke, the Roman road branched into two parallel
routes at Skeleton Hovel, at a golf course. One route went westward and is marked as an
agger (embankment) for ½ mile. It then changed direction southward where it is marked
by a hedgerow along the Benfield Valley, then as a terraceway on Benfield Hill to
Hangleton Manor Farm. It probably joined the Chichester to Brighton Roman road
(Margary’s No. 153) in Portslade.

The other route known as “The Ports Road” ran southwards along a footpath just east of
the route of the disused Dyke railway, over Round Hill, where there it is marked by a
double lynchet road. A section of this having been destroyed by the A27 Brighton bypass.
South of this, the route went to Hangleton village, where it curved to the south-west and
crossed the other road at Hangleton Manor Farm. From here, it went through Portslade
village and joined the Chichester to Brighton Roman road.
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Alex Vincent.

Tolmare Farm in Findon is situated north of the Longfurlong (A280) road and was at one
time to the west of the present farm. Tolmare is also spelt as Tolmere. The original farm
was deserted like many villages by the Black Death or bubonic plague of the mid 14th
century. On the site today are earthworks, which represent the site of former buildings
such as barns, outhouses and possibly a farmhouse. This area is never ploughed. There
are lines going up to the earthworks, which would have represented tracks to the farm.

The footpath, which goes past Tolmare Farm is known as the Monarch’s Way. This long
distance path (610 miles in length) is where Charles II made his escape to France after the
Battle of Worcester in 1651. The Monarch’s Way goes along and closely follows the
route he took, using footpaths and bridleways. He travelled through the Cotswolds, the
Mendips, and then to the South Coast along the South Downs via The Trundle, Houghton,
South Stoke, Bramber and Upper Beeding to Shoreham, where he made his escape to
France.

It is said that on his way, he stayed at a house next to Racton church north of Chichester
and also stopped at the George and Dragon pub in Houghton for a drink. The latter
occurred on October 14 1651 and there is a plaque on the wall of the pub. There are
many pubs called “The Royal Oak” and are so called because it is alleged that he hid in
an oak tree during his escape.

On the hill at Muntham Court is the site of Iron Age and Romano-British settlements.
The has been excavated in the past where pottery and other artifacts were found. The
Roman well to the south was found by a farmer. His back wheel of his tractor sank into
the ground and he got archaeologists to investigate. They found a lot of rubbish in it and
was 267 feet deep. Where cattle are grazing, one needs a good supply of water and due
to the chalk, it is difficult to get. Even at 267 feet down, very little water was available.
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Clapham is mentioned in the Domesday Book as “Clopeha”, but no church was recorded.
The name means a hillock settlement, which is a settlement near a hillock. It was known
as Clopeham in 1073, Cloppam in 1235 and Clopham in about 1635. Clapham in
Litlington, East Sussex has the same meaning and was known as Clopham in 1224.

Clapham was an important village in the Middle Ages, but today it only consists of a
single street and the church is reached by a footpath. There are earthworks and a hollow
way to the south of the church and farm, which represent the site of former houses and a
street. There were probably houses in and around the church and nearby woods.

The footpath going north of the church through the wood may have once been a street
and this goes to the left into a field. To the right of this in the wood is a good hollow way,
which may have been part of this street. There are vague bumps and a hollow way in a
field east of the church.

Clapham has a number of old buildings in The Street, some of which are timber framed.
Today Clapham has several modern houses. Clapham House is believed to have been the
manor house. Clapham church is thought to have served another village (La Holt), which
is now deserted. The latter being north of Holt Farm to the east.

The church dedicated to St Mary was built in 1257 on the site of a Norman one. It
consists of a tower, nave, chancel, north and south aisles. It once had a shingled spire
and south porch. Fragments of wall of the Norman church with blocked up remains of
arch and round headed window above arches are visible on the north wall of the nave.
There is a 13th century grave slab in the north aisle.

On the hill to the north of the village are earthworks of a Celtic field system. This was a
period of the great corn growing era, which existed for about 1000 years. This was
between the years 500 BC and 500 AD. This being from the Iron age to the late Roman
and/or early Saxon period. The earthworks consists of hollow ways, lynchets and other
humps and bumps on the slope of the hill.
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There are only ten known Neolithic flint mines in Britain and six of which are in Sussex.
Four of these are on the South Downs near Worthing, which are at Cissbury, Church Hill,
Blackpatch Hill and Harrow Hill. There are also some possible flint mines and a number,
which are discredited either due to lack of evidence or have been found to be of more
recent origin such as chalk quarrying.

There is a possible Neolithic flint mine complex at Hill Barn Covert, which is situated on
the western slope of Cissbury Ring centred at c. TQ 133078. There are slight depressions
(mainly filled in and tree covered) on this hill similar to those on Cissbury, which could
represent the site of possible flint mine shafts. Other shafts may have existed, but are
probably totally filled in.

The author has found flint flakes on the site in and around the depressions. It is also
possible that this site may have been a flint knapping site rather than a flint extracting one.
There is a hollow way running east to west, which could have been a Neolithic trackway
to bring flint from the mines at Cissbury to be worked into tools at Hill Barn Covert.
Investigation by future archaeologists is required to confirm if this is a Neolithic
settlement.
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Broadwater near Worthing was mentioned in the Domesday Book as “Bradewatre” where
a church was recorded. It was known as Badan waetere way back in 946 AD, and
Bradwater in 1404. The village is named from a broad expanse of water, which existed
to the east. This was a wide tongue of the sea, which stretched inland between Worthing
and Lancing. The area today being where East Worthing Trading Estate now stands and
the land is alluvial.

The present church dedicated to St Mary dates from the 12th century on the site of an
earlier Saxon building. It consists of a central tower, nave, chancel, aisles, transepts, a
14th century north porch and a west porch. It once had a short spire. The only remains of
the original Saxon church are the remains of an ancient doorway on the south side of the
chancel. There is a small filled in Norman window in the gable of the north transept.

Inside the church are the two interesting Norman tower arches. The eastern arch is
rounded and that of the western one, pointed. The latter was later altered to a pointed
arch when the nave was provided with aisles. There are six side chapels in the church,
three of which are on the east wall of the north transept and three on the east wall of the
south transept. Only the central chapel of the latter still exists today. Only remains of the
others are still showing.

The manor at Broadwater has an interesting history going back to William the Conqueror
and the Domesday Book. One of the estates known as Broadwater Manor stretching
from Cissbury Ring to the sea and bounded by Heene and Lancing was given to Robert le
Savage. It is said that a convent or monastery formerly stood on the site of the manor
house. There are a number of old houses in the village near the church.
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There could be a possible Neolithic settlement at Kingswood in the parish of Findon.
The site is situated in a field centred at c. TQ 116092, west of Findon, north of the Long
Furlong road (A280), and south of Muntham Court. A footpath goes diagonally across it
from Findon to Muntham Court.

The author has investigated the site and found a vast quantity of flint implements, flakes
and fire crack flint there, after the field had been ploughed between winter 2008 and
spring 2009. Most of the implements and flakes are patinated white. It could have been
a settlement where flint was worked into tools in Neolithic times, to use in the vicinity,
and to trade with other sites throughout Britain and the Continent. All the implements and
flakes are marked KF meaning Kingswood Findon.

There are circular depressions along the field, which could be possible hut sites, and the
footpath, which bisects them, may have once been a street through the settlement. These
huts would have been constructed of perishable materials such as timbers and hides, and
would have vanished long ago. However post holes may still exist, which may have
flints in them for stability of any post in the ground.

This settlement was probably associated with the Neolithic flint mines in the area such as
Blackpatch, Church Hill, and the possible ones at Tolmare Pond. Other activities may
have taken place on the site such as farming, carpentry and domestication. Further
archaeological investigation is required to confirm if the site was once a Neolithic
settlement.
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Lancing is mentioned in the Domesday Book of 1086 as “Lancinges”, but no church is
recorded. The Norman church stands on the site of a Saxon one. It is named from
Wlencing who was one of three sons of Aella. Aella was the first king of the South
Saxons. The Ingas tribe are a group of people who built settlements along the coastal
plain as in Poling, Angmering, Patching, Ferring, Goring, West Tarring, Worthing,
Sompting and Lancing.

Lancing has been inhabited for many centuries and many Neolithic flint flakes have been
found in the vicinity, showing where they shaped their tools. A flint axe head found near
Lancing College dates from the old Stone Age. The footpath, which goes towards the
Sussex Pad Inn and Cissbury was an old Neolithic trackway.

On Lancing Hill near the clump a sacred place dating to the Bronze Age was found. An
incense cup and fragments of pottery found here are now in the British Museum. A
cauldron containing 15 bronze axes was found at Halewick to the west in 1946. There
are cultivation terraces still to be seen on Lancing Hill.

A small Roman temple existed on Lancing Hill together with an Iron Age Shrine. It was
discovered in 1828 and the owner of the land charged people to come and look at it. The
temple was 40 feet square with a central shrine, which had a mosaic floor. Excavations
in 1980 found a small square timber building, which revealed further evidence of late
Iron Age religious practice on the site.

Coins were found in the area, which date from Claudius (41 to 54 AD) to Gallienius 260
to 268 AD). This means that the Romans were here for quite a long time. Other Roman
remains found were pottery, cremations and shells. The cremations were Iron Age and
early Roman in date and existed south and west of the temple. A tile works and a
Romano-British farm also existed in the vicinity.

A Roman road known as the Chichester to Brighton route ran through Lancing. This left
Stane Street at Westhampnett near Chichester and went to Brighton via Arundel,
Worthing and Shoreham. This Roman road was built for the numerous Roman
settlements along the coastal plain. It crossed the rivers Arun and Adur by means of a
ferry as these were wide tidal estuaries in Roman times. At Lancing, the Roman road ran
along or near The Street. The latter mainly records the line of a Roman road.
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The Roman villa and bath house at Angmering is situated in a field about a mile or so
west of the village. It is bisected by an east-west footpath where the villa is south of it
and the bath house north of it. It was built in about the 1st century AD. In Dallaway’s
“Rape of Arundel” he refers to an excavation of the site in February 1819. There are few
records existing today of this excavation.

Extensive excavations were carried out in 1937 after R C Sheriff (the well known
playwright) became interested in the site. With the assistance of Dr E Mortimer Wheeler
(a foremost archaeologist at the time) and members of Littlehampton Archaeological
Society, excavations begun. They worked with a team of archaeologists under the
direction of Miss L Scott. A seven year lease was granted by the Duke of Norfolk to the
Excavation Committee, but due to the outbreak of WW2 in 1939, work was interrupted.

Only the bath house site was excavated and according to the Sussex historian J
Armstrong, the excavations indicated a luxurious and magnificent site, which surpasses
that of the Bignor Roman villa. The bath house comprised of eight rooms, which were
heated by a hypocaust system. Flue tiles, ridge tiles, brick and pottery were found. Other
finds such as bone knives, brooches and bronze forceps mean that there was domestic life
here.

The wooden bridge that spans the Black Dyke or Ditch may be on the site of a Roman
bridge. In 1965, six piles (possibly oak) were found on either side of the then existing
footbridge when the stream was dredged. There was also another pile on the downside
on each bank. This bank showed a line of flint brick and tile metalling. This shows that
the bridge was also a horse and/or cattle bridge at one time. Dallaway called the
trackway a drift way, which took cattle to Chichester Market. The Black Dyke or Ditch
probably refers to the rich, dark alluvial soil through which the stream flows. This area
was once an estuary and the stream had been dug out and straightened over the centuries.

The footpath which bisects the villa and bath house could be on the line of a Roman road,
which ran through Lyminster, Poling, Angmering, over Highdown and then to Worthing
running along Mill Road and Richmond Road. It was probably just a trackway in Roman
times and never been paved. As the soil is well drained in the area then a paved road
would not have been necessary. The site at Angmering was once thought to be a mansio
or posting station like that at Hardham.

There are no known early Roman towns east of Chichester until you get to Lympne
(Portus Lemanis) in Kent. The Roman fort at Pevensey (Anderida) only dates from the
4th century AD. Perhaps Worthing stands on a small Roman town in the vicinity of the
museum and town hall. Roman remains have been found there. Other Roman towns
maybe discovered in time, possibly at Brighton in the vicinity of Preston Circus. This
east-west Roman road probably joined the London to Brighton route there.
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On Edburton Hill are the remains of a motte and bailey castle. It was a castle dating from
Norman times and probably in use for only a few years. It desertion may have occurred
at an early date because in the latter part of the Medieval period, it would not have been
considered important. It had a timber structure, but no stonework, flint or brick is known
to have been used in its construction. The bailey once had a substantial rampart.

It only exists as an earthwork today known as “Castle Rings”. It consists of a mound and
a rectangular bailey. It is some 600 feet above sea level and looked down towards the
villages of Edburton and Fulking some 300 feet below. It must have been a task to get to
from the village. It is not known why it was built here or what its purpose was. It could
have been used as a signalling system, overlooking the South Downs and the Weald.

Perching castle was a Medieval manor house, where Henry III issued a licence for it to be
fortified in 1260, 1264 and 1268. Another licence was granted to Sir Robert de Ardelme
by Edward II in 1329. This manor was passed to Robert Poynings in 1412. Perching
castle was just a fortified manor house. It is unlikely that both castles were in use at he
same time.

Perching castle stood about 300 yards or so west of Perching Manor Farm, which has a
Georgian farmhouse. The site of Perching castle is now marked by a large square mound
with traces of a moat. The latter is now dry and only faintly visible. Nothing of the castle
is visible above ground today and its site is in a large field. Some masonry was still
standing in the 19th century.

The motte and bailey castle is close to Iron Age and Romano-British settlements and
Roman urns have been found in the area. Neolithic flint implements have also been
found here, suggesting a Neolithic site. There is a Bronze Age round barrow west of the
motte and bailey. The South Downs Way is a very ancient trackway, which has been
used for many centuries and probably goes back to Neolithic or even Palaeolithic times.

On the South Downs to the east of the motte and bailey is the site of the deserted
Medieval village of Perching. The site consist of small house platforms where medieval
pottery was found. Ploughing has obliterated other earthworks and Manor farm is the
only building on the site. The village of Perching once had a chapel, which no longer
exists above ground. The desertion of the village is uncertain, but could have been due to
the plague.
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The village of Westmeston is mentioned in the Domesday Book as “Westmestun”, but no
church was recorded. It means the westernmost farmstead and was known as
Westmaeston in c. 765 and Westmeston in 1291. That of nearby Middleton being the
middle farmstead, which was known as Midelton in about 1093 and Middleton in 1327.
Middleton being placed between Streat and Westmeston.

The church dedicated to St Martin dates from the early part of the 12th century and
consists of nave, chancel, bell turret with pyramidal cap, south aisle, south chapel, and
north porch. The latter contains heavy 14th century timbering with trefoil bargeboard, but
the brick base dates from the 16th or early 17th century.

The church is built of flint and part plastered and has sandstone dressings. The nave is
Norman and additions were made in the 13th and 14th centuries. It was heavily rebuilt in
the 19th century. The south side of the roof has some Horsham slab and goes almost
down to ground level.

Inside the church is a trefoil headed piscina and a Norman font, which is only one of two
chalk fonts in Britain. In 1862, Medieval wall paintings were discovered, but they did
not survive. However copies of them were made. Other paintings may be discovered in
the future. On the north wall of the nave is a 14th century trefoil-headed window. The
north doorway is Norman.

The hamlet of Westmeston has several old cottages dating from the early 17th century and
may have been a larger place in Medieval times. One of the houses is timber-framed and
tile-hung. In the village is the site of the village well. This provided the village with its
water supply for a long time.

Westmeston Place just to the north of the church is a two-storeyed gabled house with
attics. The walls are mainly flint. Its plan is L shaped. It mainly dates from the early
16th century with alterations later on. It has a three-light mullioned window and a two-
light window of c. 1500. It is uncertain where these windows came from.

At nearby Middleton is a manor, which probably dates from the 17th century and has a
brick front, which was added in the late 18th century. The manor of Middleton was first
mentioned in the late 11th century and so a house has stood on this site for a very long
time. There was probably a small hamlet or village near it, but no church or chapel is
known to have existed here.

The footpath, which goes through Middleton is known as the “Middleton Track”, which
is an ancient trackway and used in Roman times. This went from the Weald, through
Wivelsfield Green then crossed the Barcombe Mills to Hardham Roman road (the east-
west route) north of Hayleigh Farm near Streat and then ascended the South Downs on a
remarkable Romanised terraceway to join other trackways.
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Rumboldswyke on the outskirts of Chichester was mentioned in the Domesday Book as
“Wiche”, but no church was recorded. It was known as Rumbaldeswic in 1225, Wyke
Rumbald in 1242, Rumbaldyswyke in 1487 and Weeke alias Rumboldswyke in 1633.
The place now stands in a built up area and is a suburb of Chichester and locally called
Wyke. The name Rumbald was added to the village name in 1225.

The place is associated with St Rumbald after the building of the 11th century church,
which was dedicated to him. St Rumbald was the son of an 8th century king of
Northumbria. There is a legend that St Rumbald died when he was only three days old,
when he declared he was a Christian and demanded baptism and delivered a lengthy
sermon to his parents. It is believed that he was born at King’s Sutton in
Northamptonshire and St Rumbald’s Well is still there today.

The church (according to Lower) was originally dedicated to St Rumbald and it is now St
Mary. It consists of a nave, chancel, north aisle, organ chamber and a bell turret. The
latter was a bellcote in the 18th century. The round arch between the nave and chancel is
made of sandstone. The north aisle was added in 1866 and the organ chamber in c. 1890.
At the north-west end of the north aisle are re-used 11th century quoin stones. There was
once a west door, which is now blocked up and traces of it can still be seen today.

The walls of the church are made with knapped flint and some herringbone masonry of
Roman brick. The latter probably came from a nearby Roman building. In the east wall
of the chancel is a 13th century single lancet window. The church underwent restoration
in the 19th century and a north aisle was added. The interior was plastered white. The
church became out of use as a place of worship in the 1980s and is now offices.

The village is quite small and was probably a larger place in Medieval times. It has
several old cottages including the Crown Inn. A mill is mentioned at Rumboldswyke in
1228 and when dower assigned it to the widow of Roger de Wyke, it included land in
“The Buttes of the mill”. And 10s and 10½d from the windmill. It occurred again in
1300 and 1340 when the vicar had the tithes of the mill valued at 2s.
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Clayton is a small village, which was mentioned in the Domesday Book as “Claitune”
where a church is recorded. The place means a clay farmstead on clayey land. It was
called Claetona in 1121 and Claytone in 1284. Most of the parish lies on gault, which is
a series of beds of clay and marl.

The church dedicated to St John the Baptist consists of a nave, chancel, bellcote and
north porch and a modern south vestry. It dates from the 11th century and the north
doorway is Norman in date. At one time there were Medieval north and south chapels at
the east end of the nave, which were excavated in 1918. There are two 15th century bells
in the bellcote. To the west of the north porch is a stone, said to have been a font.

The most interesting feature in the church are the ancient wall paintings, which are
almost as old as the church. They were discovered in the 19th century and depict biblical
scenes such as the Last Judgement, Christ in Glory, the Fall of Satan, and the New
Jerusalem. In those days most people were not able to read or write and so these wall
paintings like in other churches such as at Coombes and Hardham were a picture bible.

There are a few old houses in the village and was probably a larger place in Medieval
times. On the hill above the village are the Jack and Jill windmills. Jill is a white post
mill built in about 1821 and Jack is a brick tower mill built in 1866. They worked until
about 1907. Jill is open to the public to view, but Jack is empty and in private ownership.

The London to Brighton Railway was built in the 1840s and opened in 1841. The line
goes through a long tunnel at Clayton, which is 2259 yards long. The northern portal is
castellated and there is a cottage behind the parapet. In August 1861, an horrific accident
occurred in the tunnel. It involved three trains and the first one ran out of steam, the
second stopped behind it and backed out and smashed into a third train. A total of 23
people were killed. For this reason the tunnel is said to be haunted.

The London to Brighton Roman road (Margary’s No. 150) ran through Clayton and is
marked by a tree-lined agger (embankment) to the west of the A273 main road and
behind the Jack and Jill pub. It then went over the South Downs to Pyecombe and then to
Brighton and/or Portslade via the Ports Road over Round Hill, Hangleton. It is said that
there could be a Roman settlement just north of Hangleton church. Roman tiled
pavements have been discovered in the parish of Clayton, meaning that this Roman road
may have been paved.

Another route, the Clayton Wickham to Portslade Roman road (Margary’s No. 154) went
further west through Coldharbour Farm and then along the foot of Wolstonbury Hill to
Poynings and the Devil’s Dyke to Hangleton and Portslade. A connecting spur may have
existed to connect it with route 150 in Clayton, running along New Way Lane. This
Roman road was only a local route. Both Roman roads were built for the iron workings in
the Weald and the corn growing region of the South Downs.
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The Chichester entrenchments are linear earthworks, which are either late Iron Age or
early Roman in date. They consist of banks and ditches. They were built as defences to
the territory from rival tribes. The Broyle is a Medieval term for an enclosed park or
woodland and during the reign of Henry III, it was an hunting ground known as Brullius
Regis, the King’s Broyle. Some of the old entrenchments at East Broyle may have been
re-used in Medieval times as parkland and woodland banks.

In the 18th century gravel digging occurred in the area, which was probably used for road
building. These gravel pits caught the attention of smugglers later in the 18th century
where they would have hidden and stashed away contraband such as brandy, wine and
tobacco. In the area to the south of Brandy Hole Lane are smugglers caves, the first of
which was discovered in a gravel pit in 1841.

During the construction of the Chichester to Midhurst railway in 1881, a barrel full of
brandy was found in a cave under Brandy Hole Lane near the over bridge. This is one of
a number found in the caves as well as fragments of bottles. One of these brandy barrels
once hung in the window of Benham’s dining room and beershop at 75 North Street,
Chichester. A smuggler’s sword was also found in the Old Broyle. Roman caves exist in
the area and are marked on an 1896 map.

The name Brandy Hole seems to have got its name from smugglers because they had a
hiding place in the area. The name infact comes from Dolines, which are depressions or
basins. They are funnel shaped and the ground may be drilled with vertical cavities.
They are also known as sink holes and swallow holes. The area of Brandy Hole Copse is
a well preserved nature reserve. Brandy Hole Pond, which has been restored is at least
18th century and probably used by the smugglers.

These smugglers were a notorious group known as the ”Hawkhurst Gang” (a village in
Kent) who terrorised the south coast from Kent to Hampshire. It is said that they could
raise 500 men in an hour and were prepared to murder in order to protect their trade. In
1747, contraband and other smugglers from Chichester were seized by customs officials.
The vicar of Sidlesham “Rev. Goddard” defended parishioners accused of smuggling.

On October 5 1747, a group of 30 smugglers from Chichester and seven of the
Hawkhurst gang rode to Poole in Dorset to re-claim some of the goods. Two ringleaders
who killed the customs officer were gibbeted on Selsey Bill. Chichester Harbour and the
coast would have been invaluable for smugglers arriving by sea.

The Smugglers Stone on the main A286 Chichester to Midhurst road marks the site
where three of the seven smugglers were hung and was erected in 1749. The original text
on the stone is no longer legible, but records that William Jackson (a prescribed smuggler)
was buried near this spot. The others were hung and put on a gibbet on a site now
occupied by the Barracks. The stone was erected as a warning to others.
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Wiggonholt is a very small place situated on higher ground at the edge of the Pulborough
Brooks. It means Wicga’s thicket. It was called Wilkeolte in 1195, Wykenholt in 1279,
Wygenholt in 1316 and Wickenholt in 1675. In the Norman period, it was administered
by the Abbey of Fecamp in Normandy.

The little church, which has no dedication was built after the Conquest. Tradition has it
that it was built for the use of yeoman, tenant farmers, herdsmen and shepherds. It
consists of a nave and chancel under one roof, bell cote and south porch. There is a
blocked up north doorway. The original walls are either 12th or 13th century in date and
most of the windows are Perpendicular (1360 – 1485). The stained glass window was
made by Powell and Sons in 1859 and depicts Christ walking on the sea.

The font is late Norman in date and is made of Purbeck marble. The remaining parts of
the Jacobean chancel rails are now in the nave. On the outside wall of the church on the
south-west corner there is an old sundial. Records of rectors and curates are known from
1422 and the parish records for baptisms from 1510. Deaths are noted from 1670. The
Elizabethan Cup and Paten is 1662 and Flagon is 1675.

Although the church was built for a farming community, it is possible that a village or
hamlet once existed at Wiggonholt. There are slight earthworks in and around the church,
which could represent the site of former cottages. There are a few houses to the east of
the church. Wiggonholt Farm is a plain building, built of brick and flint in 1811. The old
rectory was early 19th century with 20th century renovations.

About half a mile north of the church at Lickfold, is the site of a Roman villa just west of
the A283 main road. This villa was excavated in 1827 and consisted of five rooms. It
was probably a Roman farmhouse. Graves, urns, Samian ware and coins were found on
the site. Of these coins was a Commodus (180 – 192 AD). The remains were recorded
as found in the parish. A hoard of 1800 late Roman coins were found at Lickfold.

The Barcombe Mills to Hardham roman road, the east-west route, (Margary’s No. 140)
ran to the north of the parish. Another route, the Codmore Hill to Wiggonholt Roman
road (Margary’s No. 152) left Stane Street at Codmore Hill and ran southwards via
Broomershill and then along the A283 at Lickfold. Here, it either joined the east-west
route at near the villa or crossed it. It may also have gone further south towards Arundel
where it possibly joined the Chichester to Brighton Roman road (Margary’s No. 153)
somewhere in the Ford area.
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Buncton was mentioned in the Domesday Book as “Bongetune”, but no church was
recorded. The place means the farmstead of the Buna’s people. It was known as
Bungeton in 1242 and Bonketon in 1323. The village is situated on the Greensand ridge
just north of the South Downs. Here was one of the earliest Saxon settlements. In 791
AD, the hill where the little church stands is mentioned in a deed as the spot on which
Adewulf (King of the South Saxons), gave a wood to Ferring church.

The church dedicated to All Saints dates from the late 11th or early 12th century and
consists of a nave, chancel and bell turret. It was built of flint rubble and Roman tile.
The latter coming from a Roman building to the south. The church probably originated
as a chapel served by the monks of Sele priory at Upper Beeding. It is now known as
Buncton chapel and the chancel was shortened in the 14th century, probably after the
desertion of the village.

Inside the church are blocked north and south doorways. The Norman nave windows are
high up. The church has a plain Norman arch with crude carving. One of these is a
human figure, which is now lost. On the east wall of the chancel is a two-light Decorated
window, which was inserted when the chancel was shortened. The piscina dates from the
14th century.

On the outside north and south walls of the chancel are blocks of masonry, which are
carved with Norman decoration. These are re-used decoration and are said to have come
from Sele priory at Upper Beeding after the Reformation. There are no visible remains to
be seen of this priory on the site, but there are bits of masonry from it imbedded in the
churchyard wall of Upper Beeding church.

There was once a village at Buncton, which declined by 1622. There are earthworks of
house sites north-west of the chapel and disturbances west of the road to Ashington.
There are no earthworks of the former village visible on the hill around the isolated
chapel. A few buildings still exist some way north of the chapel. A straggling hamlet
known as Wiston is to the north of Buncton and one building is well known for its home
made cakes and teas. South of the church is the 15th/16th century Manor Farm, which
originally had a moat.

South of the village of Buncton, on the south side of the A283 main road is the site of a
Roman building. This was found in 1848 and had a hypocaust built entirely of Roman
tiles. The four outside walls were 12 ½ by 12 ft and was probably an isolated bath house.
Other Roman buildings such as a temple or villa may have once existed nearby.

In the vicinity is Tile Kiln Farm, which got its name from a Roman tile kiln, which was
discovered there. The Barcombe Mills to Hardham Roman road (Margary’s No. 140)
crossed the southern half of the parish and the Roman sites would have been associated
with it. This Roman road was built along the Greensand ridge.
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