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When William Butler Yeats first 
wrote these words he was of 
course referring to the huge 
influence on public opinion of the 
events of Easter 1916. And Yeats 
was right. The ‘terrible beauty’ as 
he called it would eventually lead 
to the establishment of an 
independent Irish State.  
It is easy to imagine that if Yeats 
was present during Her Majesty’s 
recent visit here, the first by a 
British Monarch for nearly 100 
years, he would be forced to a 
similar conclusion but much more 
sanguine as to its beauty. 

I will not rehearse all these events 
but for me the sea change really 
began on day 2 when HM Queen 
Elizabeth II laid a wreath of laurels 
at the Garden of Remembrance. 
The ‘moment’ was the bow of her 
head and reverential pause in 

acknowledgement of “all those 

who gave their lives in the cause of 
Irish Freedom”. The effect on the 
Irish psyche was electric and for 
days later the internet hummed 
with Irish people commenting on 
how healing this was. Hearts were 
being won, history made. 
Something deep had changed. 

 

A word from the Editor... 
My mothers home is a virtual 
temple of family pride. Arrayed 
along the walls and furniture are 
the many photographs recording 
the milestones and achievements 
of her children and their children. 
Every image chosen and framed 
by her in an unashamed parade 
of pride in her family. 
I have my place there, gazing out 
often young and always proud. In 
many I am abundantly swaddled 
in academic robes of various hues 
by which she sets so much store. 
But there has always been one 
part of my life that was 
conspicuous by its absence – that 
is my service in the British Army. 
This was not something mother 
objected to, rather, she just 
didn’t know how visitors would 
view it and in her uncertainty she 
would not broadcast it. Perhaps 
she was right and I imagine there 
are many Irish mothers like her. 
But since the Queen came this 
changed. A young British 
Subaltern has been resurrected 
from the dusty shadows into the 
fulsome daylight of a Dublin 
mother’s dresser. I said this 
would be a special year... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BRANCH NEWSLETTER 

  The Queen’s Visit 
 
All changed... 
       Changed 
          utterly. 

Garden of 
Remembrance 
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However, the opening salvo of this 

historic Royal Visit began much 
earlier in February with the 
appointment of HRH Prince 
William as Regimental Colonel of 
the Irish Guards. His decision to 
wear that Shamrock adorned 
uniform on his wedding day was 
an enormous compliment to this 
country and a clear prelude to the 
imminent State Visit of his 
grandmother. It was an obvious 
Royal Salute both to Ireland and to 
the Irish Guards Regiment in 
which many Irish men are serving 
or are veterans. 
So began a delicate and effective 
crusade of courtesy by the UK to 
Ireland with every appearance by 
HM and her Household filled with 
symbols each intended to honour 
Ireland as State Hosts. Some 
symbols were almost subliminal, 
like the 2091 lace shamrocks 
adorning HM Queens dress at the 
occasion of the State Banquet in 
Dublin Castle (photo below), or even 
the colours of her wardrobe. 

 
At first, some Irish commentators 
made a slow start in noticing all 
this but then it has been almost 
100 years since the last Royal 
Visit. They got the hang of it quite 
quickly and soon began enjoying 
interpreting it all for us. One 
expects it will all be so very much 
easier the next time. 

The visit was a juggernaut of 
Anglo-Irish diplomacy devised to 
surmount every traditional 
impediment to relations between 
Ireland and UK. The Garden of 
Remembrance and the GAA were 
taken at a stride but a single pint 
of Guinness did occasion some 
hesitation by HRH Prince Philip. 
This all took place amid very high 
security and all along Royal routes 
the streets of Dublin were sadly 
devoid of ordinary public. While 
security concerns were great, and 
largely justifiable, it did mean this 
historic visit became an entirely 
TV event for almost everyone.  
As the days passed it was 
becoming increasingly clear that 
many Irish people wanted to see 
the Queen. By the time the Royal 
Entourage reached Cork City on 
their last day the people would 
not be denied. A large crowd from 
all parts of the province gathered 
near the English Market to greet 
her. In any part of the UK or 
Commonwealth this scene would 
be just normal but in Ireland it was 
novel and most heartening. 
 

 

Union Jacks, which thus far had 
been seen only as normal protocol 
for State Visits on Government 
buildings, also appeared in the 
crowd and for the first time the 
popular success of the Royal Visit 
could be seen. The Cork visit also 
produced what is my favourite 
photograph of HM enjoying a bit 
of ‘craic’ with an English Market 
butcher.  

For me this single image summed 
up the mood of the nation at the 
end of four historic days. We 
seemed an altered nation – one 
genuinely relaxed with itself and 
able as any to relate on equal 
terms to our nearest and most 
important neighbour. The truth 
may just be that this was no 
Damascus conversion. Many may 
have felt this way for a long time 
but never felt able to express it 
lest we lack consensus with our 
fellow countrymen. Can the visit 
of Queen Elizabeth II have been a 
catalyst that simply allowed us to 
know that others also feel as we 
do? To discover that our views are 
more widely held than previously 
thought while others views are 

not? Whatever the 
reasons, Ireland seems a 
better, more secure 
place after the visit than 
before.  
The occasion was also an 
opportunity for Ireland 
to show itself as an 
independent and mature 
Republic and it was not 
found wanting. Ed 

Harps and Shamrocks 

Hearts and Minds 
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The Queen at The Irish National War Memorial 

Islandbridge 
 

Irish members of The Royal British 
Legion were honoured by an invitation 
to witness the official laying of wreaths 
by HM Queen Elizabeth II and the 
President of Ireland Mrs Mary McAleese 
at the Irish National War Memorial at 
Islandbridge. This took place on the 
second day of the visit and the occasion 
was an almost perfect counterpoint to 
the wreaths laid at the Irish Garden of 
Remembrance the day before. 
Seven members of the Limerick Branch 
Committee were included on a guest list 
that truly reflected the National nature 
of this special and now much better 
known monument to the Irish fallen of 
the two World Wars. British and Irish ex-
servicemen were well represented as 
were the regimental associations. 
Our own RBL ROI National President Maj 
Gen The O’Morchoe CB CBE had a key 
role in proceedings as escort to the 
Heads of State on an inspection of the 
Ginchy Cross and the Rolls of the Fallen 
in the Book Rooms. 
Being only 1 of 4 major engagements 
that day the ceremony was short but 
capably arranged and executed by the 
Irish Defence Forces. The Union Jack and 
flags of the 10th & 16th Irish and 36th 
Ulster Divisions were paraded on the 
Cenotaph. The monument itself had 
been beautifully cleaned by the Office of 
Public Works and despite the overcast 
day the white Wicklow granite gleamed 
as Edwin Lutyens must have intended. 
Her Majesty could not fail to be 
impressed by Ireland’s War Memorial as 
she mounted the steps to the arena. 
 

 

Lady in Waiting: 

Social Secretary Bridie 
Fahy awaits the Queen 

The Heads of State on the Island of 

Ireland joined together to honour the 

memory of all Irish men and women 

who gave their lives in two World Wars. 
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The 2011 Royal British Legion 

Republic of Ireland held its Annual 
Ecumenical Service and Wreath 
Laying at Islandbridge on the 9th July. 
There was a gratifying turnout of 
Limerick members again this year all 
of whom were Stewards or assisting 
with organisation in some capacity. 
Several members elected to remain in 
Limerick to represent the branch at 
the new Irish National Day of 
Commemoration ceremony which 
was being held in all Irish cities for 
the first time. 

This felt like a very different 
Islandbridge, not least for the 
almost perfect weather – dry and 
not too hot. That’s a first for me! 
More importantly, this is also the 
90th Anniversary year of the Royal 
British Legion and senior Legion 
officers travelled from London. We 
were delighted to welcome back 
the RBL National President Lt Gen 
Sir John Kinzley KCB MC who was 
returning to us for a second year. 
Sir John was most complimentary 
about by our Irish event in 2010. He 
was accompanied by Col Bob Gamble 
OBE, the RBL Head of Membership. 
The Irish Government was 
represented by Minister for 
Education and Skills, Ruairí Quinn TD. 
As always friends and comrades from 
Northern Ireland came in admirable 
numbers and the massed standards 

of the Island provided a colourful and 
stirring display. 
This wreath laying came quickly on 
the heel of the Queen’s visit and the 
OPW must be congratulated on their 
renovation of the monumental 
stonework and gardens which looked 
immaculate. 
But this wasn’t the only dividend of 
the Royal Visit – there also seemed to 

Islandbridge    2011 
 

Mick Shanahan & Martin Kiely 

President Paschal Sage laid the 
wreath on behalf of the Branch 

Limerick’s own Pat Mulcahy reprised 
his role as Aide to Major Sean Murphy 
throughout the proceedings. 
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be greater public awareness of the 
event and the existence of the Legion 
here in the Republic. Caroline Duffy 
reports sitting next to an extended 
family of 8 adults from Drogheda with 
no Legion connections. They had 
travelled down because they had 
relatives who fought and died in the 
Great War and only discovered the 
National Memorial after seeing the 
Queen come to Islandbridge.  If only 
they lived near Limerick... 

 
Limerick members played a notable 
role again in 2011 and Chairman 
Paddy Lowe said that our 
commitment and active contribution 
at Islandbridge is something we can 
be justly proud of as a branch.  
At the behest of District Chairman 
Major Sean Murphy the Order of 
Service booklet this year was 
handsomely produced as a souvenir 
90th Anniversary edition.  This work 

was done by our Branch Vice-
President and Editor Brian Duffy. 

On the day Brian was also escort to 
the Kenyan Ambassador while Branch 
Treasurer Eamon Doyle looked after 
the Slovenian Ambassador. Branch 
President Paschal Sage oversaw the 
reception of dignitaries at the main 
gate. Pat Mulcahy reprised his 2010 
role as aide to Major Sean Murphy 
throughout the ceremony and Denis 
Carroll bore our Standard.  
Once again our social secretary Bridie 
Fahy and Mary Costello reinforced 
the Irish Army caterers in the tea tent 
and dispensed tea with 2 spoons of 
craic. Lovely work by the ladies here 
and greatly appreciated. 

Paddy Lowe had almost all Limerick 
hands on deck both for the setting up 
and dismantling and other essential 

logistics. County manager 
Pam Roche was very 

thankful for 

all our help and Michael Maguire 
alone got a mention in despatches for 
staying to the very end.  

 
It was great day and a marvellous 
performance by all involved. The 
Standard Bearers deserve special 
mention for an excellent turnout 
and discipline of drill during a 
quite lengthy wreath-laying. Our 
own Denis Carroll represented us 
to the highest standard.   
After the ceremony we bussed to 
the D4 where our accommodation 
was arranged. After rest and a 
drink we ate a not so Gala Dinner 
where it was announced that the 
promised bus to the traditional 
social evening at the Dublin 
Central Branch was cancelled. This 
was a singular disappointment to 
many members who had been 
looking forward very much to the 
social - a most regrettable end to 
an otherwise truly excellent day. 

 
 
 

Caroline & Charlotte Duffy laid a 

wreath for a fallen grandfather. 

Armed but not dangerous 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
Mary Costello & Bridie Fahy 

Maj Brian Duffy with The O’Morchoe  

Branch Treasurer Eamon Doyle 
watches the Standards march off.  

It was a wonderful display by all on parade. 

Denis Carroll bearing the 
light blue Limerick Standard 

Press Control + 
click image to see 

full event album 
Photo: BSC Duffy 

Photo: BSC Duffy 
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Members of the branch attended 

the President’s wreath laying for 
The Irish National Day of 
Commemoration which takes 
place at The Royal Hospital 
Kilmainham on the day after 
Islandbridge. The President Mrs 
McAleese laid a wreath on behalf 
of the people of Ireland “In 
Honour of All Those Irishmen and 
Irishwomen Who Died in Past 
Wars or on Service With the 
United Nations”.  
For the first time Mayoral 
ceremonies were simultaneously 
being held in cities across the 
country. Several of our members 
attended the ceremony in 
Limerick at which Sean Kelly was 
the official representative of the 
branch. Joe O’Mahony attended in 
his role as the O.N.E. Secretary 
and was interviewed for RTE. For 
those who didn’t see it, Joe did an 
impressive job of welcoming the 
expansion of Ireland’s official 
commemoration of its war dead 
beyond Dublin. This new initiative 
of including local communities is 
to be very warmly welcomed. 

  

The National day  

Of commemoration 
 

The Royal Hospital 
Kilmainham 

Sunday, 10 July 2011 

It is sad to note that this was the final Commemoration at Kilmainham for 
our President Mary McAleese who stands down in November. Having 
served for two distinguished terms there seems little doubt that hers will 
be regarded as a ‘Landmark Presidency’ for her unique abilities and 
resolute dedication to “Building Bridges” – the chosen theme of her 
tenure. While ideas like ‘greater inclusivity’ and ‘respect for all traditions’ 
in Ireland were explored earlier in terms of the Queen’s Visit, President 
McAleese has to be acknowledged here as the chief architect of so many 
of the positive changes in relationships on and between these islands.  
The Royal British Legion in Ireland has benefited in a host of ways from 
the improved understanding, respect and trust between the Republican 
and Loyalist communities. And as we turn to face a coming decade of 
centenary commemorations for both communities we must surely feel 
sad for our loss of this very great friend at the helm of State. 
.   

      President Mary McAleese 

(photo: PH Lynch) 

L-R Paddy Lowe (Chairman), Mick Shanahan, Mary Fitzgerald, Pat 

Mulcahy, Brigid Maguire, Paschal Sage (President), Michael Maguire 

Brian &  

Caroline Duffy 

      (photos: PH Lynch) 



ROYAL BRITISH LEGION                                                                            Limerick Branch Newsletter                                                                               Issue: Sept-Oct 2011 

Contact: rbl.limerick@gmail.com Autumn 2011 Page 7 
 

Chairman’s Notes: 
Annual General Meeting 
The A.G.M. will be held at the CIE 
Club on Friday 21st October 2011, 
20.30 hrs.  All officers of the branch 
are up for re-election and at close 
two nominations were received; Mr 
Denis Carroll for Vice Chairman 
(nom. by myself); and Major Brian 
Duffy for Secretary (nom. by Denis 
Carroll). This is the most important 
meeting of the year and utmost 
attendance is requested or apologies 
to Secretary. 
 

NEW VENUE & Meetings 
Sadly, the CIE Club bar has been 
closed midweek for economical 
reasons and this makes it unsuitable 
for us. The AGM will therefore be the 
last time the branch meets at Carey 
Road. We are very sorry to depart 
and offer sincere thanks to the CIE 
Club Committee for allowing us the 
use of their premises to date. We 
offer a special thanks you to Manager 
John Somers for looking after us so 
well during our time there. 
Our new venue will be ‘Jerry O’Dea’s, 
in Musgrave St, Limerick. Branch 
meetings will also be reduced to only 
one per month - on every 2nd 
Wednesday. Our 1st meeting after the 
AGM will be on Nov 9th. The next is 
on Dec 7th due to Christmas.  
 

Annual Dinner Dance 
Our Annual Dinner Dance is now 
booked for the 4th February 2012 at 
the Hi-Way in Dooradoyle. I hope for 
a good turnout for a great night with 
comrades and friends - details later.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Remembrancetide 
6th Nov - KINGS ISLAND 

Our annual Poppy Crosses Ceremony 
in the Kings Island Military Cemetery 
will take place on Sunday 6th Nov 
starting at 10.30 am.  
This will be followed by the beautiful 
Remembrance Service at the historic 
St Mary’s Cathedral at 11.15 am 
where the branch will lay a wreath.  

13th Nov – THE WAR MEMORIAL 
It is important to remind ourselves 
that we are only one of two RBL 
Branches in the Republic of Ireland 
that host a public commemoration 
ceremony on Remembrance Sunday. 
We must be very proud of our own 
small efforts and share the 
responsibility for nurturing it with our 
attendance on this special Sunday.  

This year The Northampton Saints 
play Munster in Thomond Park on the 
12th Nov and every effort has be 
made to make them aware of our 
ceremony. Win or lose, they will be 
most welcome.  
Poppies will be available as will 
Poppy Crosses for any who wish to 
dedicate one.  This will be followed 
by a Church Parade at nearby St 
Joseph’s. The ‘afters’ will be catered 
at the Other Ranks Mess of Sarsfield 
Barracks in Limerick. We have 
arranged for a 54-seat bus from the 
Church Parade to Sarsfield Barracks. 

POPPY APPEAL 
We will be on the streets of Tipperary 
and Limerick selling Poppies, Crosses 
and Pins, including the new Irish 
Poppy Badge. Help is needed - so 

please contact me.                 Paddy 

Limerick Branch Presentation  

                                to  Bennet House  

Being a recent beneficiary of a most 
recuperative week at Bennet House 
the RBL Poppy Break Centre in 
Portrush,   I can testify to, and am 
most grateful for all the great work 
they do with veterans.  
We decided to acknowledge their 
vocation by presenting them with a 
print of “We will remember them” 
by local Limerick artist Una Heaton.  
Thank you all at Bennet House. Melanie Truss, Manager of Bennet House accepting our gift.   

Photo: BSC Duffy 
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A new badge is 
being struck by the 
Limerick Branch on 
behalf of the Royal 
British Legion in 
Ireland. This high 
quality enamel lapel 
pin honours and 
commemorates the 
memory of all those 
Irish men and 
women from across 

the Island of Ireland who gave their lives in service 
with British or Allied Forces.  
 

AIMS 
We want to offer an attractive and evocative 
emblem of Irish Remembrance that draws 
particular attention to Ireland’s sacrifice in both 
World Wars. We also seek to promote public 
awareness of the legitimacy of the Remembrance 
Poppy in an Irish context, particularly during this 
prelude to the centenary events for the Great War.  
Finally, to allow people to demonstrate their Irish 
identity or origins wherever they may be in the 
world.  
 

DESIGN 

The Poppy-Shamrock motif was originally adopted 
by Limerick Branch early in 2010, specifically for our 
internet use. Chosen for its simple yet attractive 
and distinctively Irish iconography it soon attracted 
many requests to purchase it as a lapel badge. We 
quickly realised it was a potent motif for all of 
Ireland not only for Limerick. This is what has 
encouraged us to produce it as a badge for all.   
 
HOW TO GET IT 
The badge will be available in early November and 
will be offered in exchange for a minimum donation 
in aid of the Irish Poppy Appeal.  
 
COST: RBL Members, friends and supporters:  
Donation of £2 or €2.50 each.  

RBL BRANCHES: £1.00 or €1.50 per badge on proviso 
that all profits are credited to local Poppy Appeal.   

P&P:  £1.50/€2.00 for 1-50 badges (£3/€3.50 over 50) 

For further information call:  
Brian Duffy: +353 (0) 87 9397371 – or Email (see footer).  

DOWNLOAD AN ORDER FORM FROM HERE (ctl + click) 

The Lonesome Boatman 
Earlier this year, Derek 
Mountjoy of The War 
Graves Photographic 
Project (TWGPP), asked 
if the branch could 
supply a photograph of 
an Irish Commonwealth 
War Grave (CWGC) that 
had been requested by a 
member of the family. 
The grave was that of 
Leading Boatman 

Edward Huxford who died in February 1919 while 
posted to “HMS President IV”, the HM Coastguard 
Station at Cleggan, Co Galway. It turned out that 
Cleggan is a rather remote Atlantic inlet and much 
more than a day trip from fair Limerick. 
A less resourceful branch may have declined but we 

enlisted local guesthouse owners Josephine & Greg 
White-Yule who run Cleggan Farm Cottages. 
Englishman Greg took up the challenge which 
proved far from easy as this grave is one of many 
forsaken by the CWGC in lieu of an inscription on 
the Grangegorman Memorial. Nevertheless, with 
the help of other locals, Greg finally managed to 
locate the overgrown site and got the photo of this 
lost CWGC headstone along with a GPS. Derek 
reports the relative is very happy - as are we to 
assist. Cheers to Greg and the other Cleggans. 

-o-o- 

 
Sean Kelly presents the LIR plaque to Chairman Paddy Lowe 

Members Mick Shanahan & Sean Kelly returned 
from The Trooping the Colour in London bearing a 
regimental plaque presented to the Limerick Branch 
by the London Irish Rifles Association at the evening 
social. We are very much honoured by the courtesy. 

http://rbl-limerick.webs.com/apps/documents/

