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The June meeting of the 

Okanogan County Amateur 

Radio Club was held at Home 

Town Pizza in Omak on the 19th. 

We had 9 members and 5 guests. 

With only one official committee 

report coming from Al  KK7UF, 

his report on the T-Hunt at the 

Pateros potluck sponsored by 

the Lake Chelan Radio Club. Al's 

report stated that the hunt 

started right on time and lasted a 

little under an hour, not bad for a 

foot hunt, with the limitations of 

being inside the city limits. The 

town of Pateros had plans for the 

same day, it was trying to cater 

to the motorcycle riders in the 

Run for the Border event, so Al 

used a traffic cone to hide the 

transmitter as the town was full 

of traffic barricades, it fit right in 

with the perfect camouflage! Al 

KK7UF the hunt-master 

presented Mike W7MCM with a 

club certificate of Achievement 

for his First Place finish!              

In some new business the club 

decided to purchase some new 

mid-sized banners for our events 

and a multi-color sign for our VE 

testing teams use, Mike W7MCM 

had them with him (see pictures 

below) and it was noted that the 

banners would need 

more/better grommets, Al 

KK7UF said he had a tool set for 

putting in brass grommets and 

would be happy to put some in 

the banners. The banners are the 

same heavy vinyl material as our 

4' X 8’ banners but will fit some 

events better. Very very NICE.. 

Mike W7MCM announced that 

we had received our ARRL 

affiliation! He made a short 

statement of the importance of 

being affiliated. Roger W7CH 

from the Lake Chelan Radio Club 

gave his support of the ARRL and 

of our clubs affiliation. Al KK7UF 

said that if it weren't for the 

ARRL, amateur radio as we know 

it would not exist, and they are 

our only lobbyist in DC. 

Hopefully we can do a ceremony 

or maybe a full blown Charter 

Party /picnic in honor of the 

event., inviting the Division 

Director, Section Manager (SM), 

and Affiliated Club Coordinator 

(ACC) . The club has tried to 

become affiliated for many years 

off and on and never could get it 

done. It was one of Mikes 

pledges to do during his 

Presidency and he full filled that 

one. There are more pledges he 

made and is trying to get them 

done as well…stay tuned for 

updates..                                        

The news was somewhat 

overshadowed by the pressing 

business of the VE testing 

session we had planned for the 

20th and then Field Day setup on 

the 21st .We had 3 VE's at the 

club meeting and all were 

available to help so even with 

one of our team being absent at 

the meeting we had plenty of 

VE's for the testing session 

confirmed. This is why we as a 

club have decided to move the 

Liaison duties around the group 

of VE's we have, so as to make 

everyone better at the process of 

running a VE Testing session.  

The field day plans were 

finalized and with no committee 

chair we were just sharing the 

duties. The team at the time of 

the meeting amounted to Bob 

KK7UJ, Dena KK7WD, Dick 

KK7MF, Terrie KK7VB, Mike 

W7MCM and Al KK7UF, with no 

other members confirming an 

interest in participating in the 

club's Field Day. The plan was to 

set up 2 stations and run both 

for 24 hours with one being a 

digital station. The group 

decided we had plenty of 

antennas with everyone bringing 

something to the table. Bob 

KK7UJ had a 3 element tri band 

beam and some wire already at 

the site so coax and wire and gas 

were the needed items. See the 

Field Day summery in this 

newsletter below.                   

Donna w7lpz and Gil kd7nmx 

have planned a BBQ at their 

home in Omak on July 13th, they 

will serve hamburgers and hot 

dogs with potato salad and jello 

salad and beans, if you want 

anything else bring it. This is an 

open invitation to both the 

Okanogan Club and the Methow 

Club. It might be wise to bring 

lawn chairs and Donna said 

there would be games to play, 

can anyone say croquet? Check 

the club website calendar and 

also  the Clubs Facebook page for 

details and please RSVP to 

Donna 509 557-2192 or email  

donna.dahlquist@hotmail.com  

The meeting broke up with the 

usual chat and laughter. More 

plans for signage of the FD site 

and the VE session being 

planned on the fly by Al kk7uf 

and Mike w7mcm. 

The July 17th meeting will be at 

the Home Town Pizza 6:30 with 

a SPECIAL Guest Speaker from 
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Chelan KA7L that you do not 

want to miss. He was one of the 

first in the Okanogan area to 

help put up a repeater and has 

stories and pictures he is willing 

to share with the Club.. 

Ham Radio, when all else fails; 

Ham Radio? Isn't that like 

telegraph?  Ham Radio! That is a 

fading hobby isn't it?  Just how 

do you get Kids interested, they 

are the future of your hobby?  

Do these comments sound 

familiar to you? They do to me 

and I even hear them from other 

hams! Well I strongly disagree 

with those comments! First off if 

you live in a large metropolitan 

area you may have a large club 

with plenty of opportunity to 

recruit children, but a rural club 

will do well to have the children 

of young families that are club 

members. The other comment 

about children being the future 

of ham radio, I didn't get a 

license until I was an adult! I am 

pretty sure that I am not the only 

one. I have some issues with 

very young licensees anyway as I 

am not sure they have the 

maturity to be on the air. I feel if 

you have to be present with the 

child while they are on the air, 

they need a control operator not 

a license. Of course that is only 

my opinion and not that of the 

parents or the FCC, which is after 

all the ones who matter.  

Ham radio is not a fading 

hobby! I hear activity on all the 

bands I listen to every day! That 

to me does not indicate a 

degrading hobby. On most days 

if I am after a dx station there are 

a lot more available hams 

around than I want. My opinion 

may not impress upon you like 

others. Take for instance Maria 

Somma KB1FM the manager of 

the ARRL VEC, This from the 

ARRL website. 

"Broken down by license class, at 

the end of March there were 

14,352 Novices, 343,597 

Technicians, 161,220 Generals, 

57,393 Advanced and 127,674 

Amateur Extra licensees. It’s an 

all-time high for Technician, 

General and Extra class 

licensees, as well. Additionally, 

our total number of licensees 

across all three classes has 

grown each year.” 

How about the outgoing QSL: 

They report a 14 % increase in 

usage. Now with the LOTW and 

other electronic qsl services out 

there, to have the good ole buro 

still growing says a lot to me. 

That says there are new hams 

coming to the service and they 

are active, you don't need a qsl if 

you are not on the air. Oh yes the 

one thing it doesn't say is a 

failing or even ailing service I am 

involved with.  

On a more local note, the 

Washington Amateur Radio 

Traffic System or the WARTS net 

as it is known. It is a major traffic 

net in the state. I was speaking 

with one of the net control 

stations at the Pateros picnic Ken 

K7YR and he stated that the 

membership is up from even a 

decade ago.   

Ham radio like telegraph, well 

yes it is a bit like telegraph if you 

go in to CW portion of the bands, 

except no connected wires! It 

also is voice and pictures in slow 

scan TV and fast scan TV. Then 

there are the digital modes that 

send text and of course packet 

and the newer versions of text 

sending winmail. Hams use 

sound cards in computers to 

interface with radio and send 

text to other radios connected to 

computers. So yes ham radio is 

like telegraph and so much, 

much more."                                

Ham Radio, When all else fails" 

This opinion by Al Maden 

KK7UF 

W7ORC Field Day Summary 

The club sponsored FD 

consisting of Mike W7ORC, Dick 

KK7MF, Bob KK7UJ, Dena 

KK7WD, Terrie KK7VB and Al 

KK7UF. The setup was done 

early and everything looked to 

be ready for FD with only minor 

problems. We had 10-15-20 

meter 3 element beam at about 

25 feet and 40 and 80 wires on 

the SSB station and wires on all 

bands on the digital station. We 

had computer logging at both 

stations and even n1mm 

software as the logger on both in 

case the digital station wanted to 

go to ssb for some reason. It 

turned out to be a good thing we 

had the compatibility on the 

loggers as the digital station did 

wind up on 40 meter ssb. We 

endured several interesting 

difficulties and managed as well 

as one could under the 

circumstances. We did have a 
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great time and “A LOT “was 

learned. The team deserves 

several pats on the back, Dick 

KK7MF for his diligence at the 

digital station, the rest of the 

team for it's 24 hour vigil 

without even a nap! With near 

500 contacts and gremlins galore 

we had a great time. Here it is 

5:00 PM on the Thurs. following 

FD and we have already 

submitted our entry. 

The W7ORC FD TEAM  

 

W7ORC Field Day Report; 

The rest of the story! 

The club talked about FD for 

several meetings and never 

really picked a chairman or 

committees for the event, just 

the site picking and such. It was 

planned to build some antennas 

but as it turned out the site came 

with some wire antennas and we 

just had to tune and put them up. 

The site had been used as a Field 

day site in previous years and 

had proven to be a very good 

radio site with it's Eastern 

exposure and 3500' of elevation. 

The last meeting of the club 

before FD was to prove no 

chairman was needed. It may 

have been better to have had one 

person to answer too, but with a 

team of focused operators, it 

came off, err well with some 

hitches.  hi hi   

Set up went really well with 

Mike W7MCM being a 

marksman with that air powered 

tennis ball launcher! We had a 3 

element tri-band beam to use, 

and it tuned very easily, it went 

up without a glitch and operated 

well throughout the contest after 

the emergency coax repair on 

Saturday morning. The SSB 

station also had an 80 Meter and 

40 Meter antenna. The digital 

station had wire antennas on all 

bands 10 through 160 by the end 

of set up. The antenna analyzers 

were giving good readings and 

all was set for the start! 

1800 Saturday morning, that is 

when the trouble started! The 

kick off had high hopes and 

incredibly cheery CQ's even on 

the digital station, if that is even 

possible. The calling was 

systematic and the little cabin 

echoed with the sounds of FD. It 

was a glorious feeling to be back 

for another year at Field Day! 

Then Dick KK7MF at the digital 

station says " hey these guys are 

plenty strong to work, why are 

they not answering me?"  At the 

same time the SSB station is 

"Hey we have 3 elements, why 

no takers?"  Then I remembered 

FD gremlins! Dang we hadn't 

done the weenie/roast baked 

bean cleansing ritual. With all 

these new diet plans and bottled 

water and all it just slipped my 

mind, I knew we were in for the 

a time of it! As the unofficial 

radio officer at the site it fell to 

me to do something, so I quickly 

appointed Bob KK7UJ to the 

digital station problem and I 

took on the Phone station.  That 

very rapidly turned into my plan 

B, " hey everybody help with the 

ssb station and lets get at least 

one on the air" The problem 

turned out to be a connection 

and it was after much diagnosis 

and Al silently cursing the 

Gremlins, the simple to fix ( as 

gremlin problems always are) 

was taken care of and we were 

making contacts. The digital 

station caused much more grief, 

as the gremlins kept jumping 

from area to area making it near 

impossible to track them down. 

After many hours of testing and 

trying and making just enough 

contacts to keep Dick KK7MF 

from leaving in frustration, I 

realized the Gremlins would 

never be satisfied until I gutted 

both stations abilities. That is 

when we brought out the back 

up radio and Stole the 40 meter 

antenna from the ssb station and 

YES we started making contacts. 

We continued until the wee 

hours of the morning, 

somewhere near 2:00 AM when 

the lights went out and the 

radios went quiet and the 

generators continued to roar! 

GREMLINS I screamed but 

nobody seemed to notice. At first 

I thought I had just dozed off but 

then I realized it wasn't lights 

but Bob wearing a headlight and 

cursing not just the gremlins. It 

took some work but after some 

testing we decided the main 

power cable had shorted out. We 

quickly broke out the backup 

generator from Mike W7MCM's 

truck and supplied power back 

to the ssb station. It seemed like 

the team was realizing the 
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Gremlins would not be happy 

with just a replacement power 

cord. I silently smiled there in 

the dark as my team effectively 

dealt with the FD   GREMLINS.. 

For more on Field Day and lots of 

pictures visit www.w7orc.com 

Can’t wait till next year!!! 

 

Med size banner 

 

Lawn Poster for the Testing 

sessions 

 

Fox Hunt 

 

From ARRL: June 25,2013  TO: 

Okanogan County Amateur 

Radio 

 ClubAttn: Michael C. Mauk, 

W7MCM   Dear Michael: 

 It gives me great pleasure to 

advise you that the ARRL 

Executive Committee has 

approved your club’s application 

for affiliation with the ARRL.  

The Okanogan County Amateur 

Radio Club is hereby declared a 

duly affiliated society.   

 We are sending you a handsome 

charter to honor this important 

event.  We hope you will 

coordinate a “Charter Party,” and 

invite your Division Director, 

Section Manager (SM), or 

Affiliated Club Coordinator 

(ACC).  Addresses of Directors 

and SMs are on pages 15 and 16 

of QST. 

We ask that you keep these 

officials and us posted on your 

club’s activities.  Please send 

copies of any club news to your 

SM, ACC, Director and us.  Please 

feel free to contact us with any 

questions or concerns; we are all 

vitally interested in your 

progress. 

Your club is now eligible for the 

benefits of ARRL affiliation; we 

hope you will make full use of 

our services.  One of those 

services is our online booklet full 

of helpful information for clubs – 

the Active Club Online Primer at 

< http://www.arrl.org/active-

club-primer  > 

Want to get your club more 

involved in public service?  Want 

to present programs that make 

meetings lively?  This online 

book permits quick access to 

hundreds of pages that can 

enhance the club and help it gain 

new members. 

Again, congratulations and 

welcome.  We look forward to a 

long and fruitful relationship 

with your club. 

73,                                                   

Norm Fusaro, W3IZ               

Assistant Manager,           

Membership & Volunteer 

Programs Department 

cc:  Division Director, Section 

Manager, Affiliated Club 

Coordinator    

Here are the regional 

dignitaries:  

Section Manager:                       

Mark J. Tharp KB7HDX 

Assistant Section Manager:   

Wilse G. Morgan WX7P- sk - June 

2013, you really need to check 

out his page on QRZ, this guy 

was a real Amateur and will be 

missed 

http://www.qrz.com/db/WX7P 

Official Observer Coordinator: 

Nathan M K Zane KH6IHB 

 Section Emergency 

Coordinator, 

Assistant Section Manager: 

 Gordon J. Grove WA7LNC 

 Section Traffic Manager: 

 Donald L. Felgenhauer K7BFL 

 Technical Coordinator: 

John W. Tiley AD7FO 

Affiliated Club Coordinator: 

Harold R. Hepner AD7QJ 

http://www.w7orc.com/
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