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The February Meeting

The February meeting of the Okanogan County 
Amateur Radio Club was held at the Omak Library 
on February 19th at 6:30 pm. The meeting was our 

annual election of officers. The results are as 
follows:

President Mike W7MCM
Vice President Dick KK7MF

Sec/Treas  Terrie KK7VB
2 year Director Terry N7IHM

It should be noted that the officers are only able to 
hold office for two terms. This is the last term for 
all the officers, so next year we will need a new 

crew, at the head of the table.
The meeting didn't have a formal presentation as 
the elections and chatter about the coming year 

usually eat up most of the time. This year was no 
exception, with the planning for the year taking the 
front burner. It was noted that Al kk7uf and Mike 
W7MCM would not be available for FD. Terry 

N7IHM suggested that a FD in the Park with some 
posters around town and a couple of people out 
there with handy talkies, might bring in some 

younger folks with an interest in radio. It was not 
decided if she would head up the committee, but Al 
said she could count on as much participation from 

the club as last year. 
Mike w7mcm said the club is running out of 

business cards and Al kk7uf was appointed head of 
the committee and given the authority to go ahead 
with a design. During the same discussion it was 
decided to wait on qsl cards and see if the club is 

planning any activity that will require them. We can 
order some from cheap qsl and have them in 7 to 

10 days. The requests for cards and certificates has 
stopped from the special event, so we expect a very 
few more.  There was some discussion on an event 
of some sort to celebrate our clubs 1st anniversary 

of ARRL affiliation. This being the ARRL 100 year 
anniversary, we could have a party in the park this 

summer. 
It was decided to check into some sort of virtual 

meeting. Considering we are supposed to be on the 
leading edge of technology and be experimenting, 

it seemed like a good idea to bring our meeting into 
the virtual world. Al kk7uf was appointed head of 

the committee and is hoping to be ready with a beta 
test for the March meeting.

 

 QST QST QST
The March meeting  of  OCARC will  be  a 
virtual meeting. The Library meeting room 
is  closed  for  remodeling,  so  this  is  the 
perfect  chance  to  try  out  the  Electronic 
meetings.  Everyone  will  receive  an  email 
with a link. You will need to follow the link 
to the meeting. You will be able to see and 
hear  anyone  with  a  web  cam  and 
microphone. You will be prompted to start 
your cam and turn on the sound. If you do 
not have a camera or wish not to be seen, 
you can run under audio only. The website 
allows  for  sharing  of  files  and  real  time 
information.  The  only  problems  we  have 
found at this time is the lag, there is a lag 
between  when  you  speak  and  the  sound 
comes out at the other end. So with a little 
care and practice we should be able to work 
around that easily.
The  meeting  of  course  will  be  the  3rd 

Wednesday of the month the 19th at 6:30 pm
on your computer!

Dick KK7MF reports that the IRLP node in Omak 
is busy almost every morning! That is quite a 
change from while it was in the Okanogan County
Emergency Operations Center, where it had 
minimal usage. Maybe being owned and operated 
by Amateurs does make a difference. 
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Pile-up rudeness

   While touring the bands recently, I came upon a 
very rare W1AW/#. To say the least I was delighted 
to get the opportunity to work another state that 
was using the ARRL headquarters call. I realized 
almost immediately that he was running split, as he 
was instructing up 3, at the end of each 
identification. It would have been hard to not know 
he was split anyway as only occasional callers were 
heard on his frequency, and the response was quick 
and harsh from other operators in the fry! Many say 
up up up and others call into question the 
intelligence level of the offending operator. I was 
amazed to hear the number of Non-North American 
stations that wanted a piece of the action, 
interesting the terms used around the world to 
imply ignorance or less than perfect operating. 

I was hearing the W1AW/# at an S-9 signal 
and very clean band conditions, so I felt confident I 
would be able to make contact quickly, as he was 
trying to run contest style and when he could get 
full callsigns was going at a good pace. As I was 
setting up the split on my radio, the on frequency 
callers suddenly was huge, he must have been 
spotted to the cluster. I sat listening to the brief 
mess on his frequency and going back and forth 
from his frequency to his listening frequency. It 
became apparent that some operators think it is OK 
to call over the top of a station the DX or in this 
case the W1AW/# is trying to work! The more I 
listened the more offensive this behavior became!  
What has happened to the “Courteous Operator”  or 
the “Gentleman Dxer”, I have met some of the 
nicest people through Ham Radio, and this new 
style is very disturbing to me. Don't get me wrong, 
I know that a DX-pileup is no place for the timid 
and calls do get bunched together. There is bound 
to be people calling at the same time. The 
deliberate action of finding who is being worked in 
the split and then calling over the top is just plain 
RUDE. I believe this Poor operating has become an 
epidemic in our hobby and it is the very nature of 
our hobby that is causing it. Let me be clear here, 
by nature I mean a voice that is coming our of a 
speaker or dits and dahs or some text on a screen, 

not a person sitting across the table talking with 
you. It seems many hams have forgotten there is a 
human on the other end and in competition with 
you for the attention of the station you are trying to 
contact. 

The action of calling over the top, to me is 
the equivalent of ; waiting until I am ready to tell a 
waitress I want a cheese burger and then everyone 
yelling their order. Or trying to get in front of you 
at the checkout in a convenience store by, tossing 
their stuff on the counter, while the clerk is tallying 
your purchase.  I don't believe most hams are 
uncaring or rude people, so the ones doing this are 
just forgetting that we are all humans and yes there 
are others hearing the way you act!  After all when 
you are being so rude, you are shouting your name 
over and over! 
The Happy Homer  kk7uf

Contest Corner

A busy month for the contesting folks. We have 
many CW and Digital contests. 

The Idaho qso party is the weekend of the 8th, it 
also is the week that Idaho has the W1AW/7 call. 

Wisconsin QSO party is the weekend of the 8th

Virginia QSO party is the 15th  and 16th  along with 
the
North American Sprint SSB on the 16th

The Louisiana, Oklahoma and QCWA qso parties 
will be on the 22nd and 23rd.
The CQ WW WPX Contest SSB is the 29th and 30th 

Good luck to all who operate!

The recent tower accident in Spokane, brings to 
mind....Safety!.... Always look at what you are 
doing with YOUR SAFETY IN MIND, when near 
your tower.

This newsletter needs you. We need help! To keep 
this fresh we need your writing skills! Get your 
material to Mike W7MCM. 


