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 OCARC meeting news
The December meeting was on the 18th at the Omak 
Library at 6:30 PM. Under old business Al kk7uf 
gave a report on the Grand Coulee Dam special 
event. We had near 1300 contacts in the 48 hrs and 
had over 200 e certificates personalized with call 
signs and still more emails coming in, although 
they had slowed. There were 38 letters in the club 
mailbox and dick kk7mf had received one at his 
mail, we are guessing that an old data base still 
shows him as the trustee of the call.  The $5.00 fee 
for the printed certificates seems to be very close to 
the actual cost between the printing and the 
mailing, so that was a lucky guess. We had several 
that after receiving the E-certificate chose to send 
for a printed one as well! We also had one fellow 
that sent extra money to encourage us to continue 
having special events as we were doing a great job 
of activating! The statistics are pretty impressive! 
487 counties all 50 states, 12 dx entities and band 
totals on dx was 35.  We received many comments 
on the quality of the certificate, website and the 
operators on the air.
Mike gave  a report on the IRLP node that he and 
Al picked up from the sheriff's office. He placed it 
and Dick's kk7mf, with assistance from Jan VE7QE 
and Roy VE7IS.
Mike K7EHT gave a presentation on the IRLP 
system and how it works. He used our local node 
connected to a node in Spokane and checked into a 
net and sent our club regards to net control. It was 
very interesting talk and he is very active in the 
system and has a node at his home. He uses the 
node here on a weekly basis as he visits for work. 
We had a raffle for the NEW baofeng dual band 
handy talkie, with Dick KK7MF being the 
WINNER! 

From the not quite oval office of the President
W7MCM

Happy New Year to Everyone

Well it has been a very nice and eventful year and 
the club has endured well I think. We had some 
very nice guest speakers and great presentations. 

Here is a little recap of what we did…

In Jan we had KC7PWQ Walt give a talk and show 
and tell of the repeaters. Very informative and 
brought visitors from the Methow and Pateros area.

In Feb KK7UF Al gave us a talk on Emergency 
preparedness with hand-outs with information to 
help us find the places that will help us.

March Dick KK7MF gave us a talk on his 40 years 
as an Amateur Radio Operator. With lots of familiar 
names popping up.

April brought Al KK7UF back for a presentation 
on Fox Hunting and he brought with him an 
arduino made fox for show and tell. April also was 
the Clubs first VE testing session of the year with a 
nice turn out of testers.  It went off without a hitch.

May we discussed the Pateros Picnic and our club 
sponsoring the Fox hunt there. Roger W7CH came 
to the meeting and gave a short talk about the 
picnic as well.

June we had Field Day planning on our plate and 
was the main topic as well. We also got official 
notice of our club getting affiliated with ARRL!!!!! 
Way to go to all the ARRL Club Members.

July we were privileged to have Don KA7L come 
over from Chelan and give a nice presentation with 
pictures and all of the beginning of repeaters on 
Omak Mountain.

August meeting we moved the meetings to the 
Omak Library. We also had another VE testing 
session. The DAM Special event was decided to be 
a go and Al KK7UF had some facts about the dam 
and also had a  a certificate made up that we will 
send to those that want one as an e certificate, and 
will send out printed ones if requested for a fee.

Sept Al KK7UF gave us a demonstration on the 
new Fox Transmitter the club bought. It will be fun 
in the summer months.
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Oct we encouraged Bryon WA7GWM from 
Bridgeport to give us a show and tell on his other 
hobby, ROCKETS.. it was great and he brought a 
rocket to show us. No, we didn’t get him to blast it 
off for us, something about being to many trees and 
it being dark and oh yeah being downtown Omak 
too. Anyway I know I will try to make it next time 
they have a rocket launching event in Mansfield.. 
Fun stuff!!

November we were on the DAM SPECIAL 
EVENT preparations, making sure the operators 
knew what was expected of them and the final 
touches on the logging and facts we were going to 
say, bands we were going to try to be on  etc.

Dec we pulled off the Special Event with an 
amazing almost 1,300 contacts, with the 4 
operators working most of the time with pile-ups 
and open bands. Also we had a very nice talk from 
K7EHT from Spokane on the working of IRLP. 
Our club did rescue the IRLP from the Sheriff’s 
KK7EC group and have it up and running at 
KK7MF’s home in Omak. We changed the Freq to 
146.460 and thanks to Roy and Jan VE7IS, VE7QE 
for their BIG help in getting the node re installed. 
The node is 3257

Al KK7UF gave an update at the meeting and over 
200 folks requested e certificates and the mail box 
was full of requests for qsl cards and certificates.  
Mike W7MCM sent in an article to the local 
newspapers of the event and it was published by a 
couple of them that we know of. It was a ton of fun, 
and a ton of work for Al and Terrie KK7VB 
sending out the certificates.

Well we did a lot for a small club, we did start out 
with Mike W7MCM setting up a Saturday coffee 
klatch.. get together and we tried the Caribou Inn in 

Okanogan a few times, then the coffee shop across 
the street,  with nice turn-outs in the beginning, 
then we found Mickeys café in Omak that was very 

nice and we had it there a few week-ends, but 
summer came and with that the interest of getting 
together waned and we stopped meeting, maybe we 
can start again in the spring who knows.
So 2014 is here and the club has rewritten the by-
laws and and one of the things is that every officer 
is limited to 2 consecutive terms. Excluding the 
trustee of course. Also the dues are due by the Jan 
meeting in order to vote in February. The annual 
meeting moved from Jan to Feb.

We moved the Club meetings from the Home Town 
Pizza parlor in Omak to the Omak library in August 
for the remainder of the meetings, mostly due to the 
more meeting friendly of the library. One drawback 
is the library closes at 8 pm but a plus is, it is free, 
no food fights and no tipping and no interruptions 
of waitresses or outside noise. Attendance may 
have dropped a little but not noticeably. One good 
thing is we have free internet and also access to a 
printer.
 So we do hope for a great NEW YEAR, we do 
have a new fox transmitter that we are going to be 
putting to use for fox hunts and antenna building 
for that. We also are the only ones it seems in the 
area offering testing sessions. Contact us when you 
are ready to test or upgrade we will set up a 
session. We also have some very experienced Hams 
that are willing to answer questions and help raise 
antennas, I myself have 2 tennis ball antenna 
launchers (Spud Guns) that I will be willing to loan 
or come help you shoot wires over trees. We also 
want to encourage all members to become ARRL 
members so we can hold on to our ARRL 
affiliation.

Jan meeting is Jan 15. 6:30 at the Omak 
Library

Our first chance at a local swap meet is the Pateros 
camp out, May 16-18, 2014, Pateros 15th Annual 
Ham Radio, Campout/Potluck. Pateros WA.  Free 
"dry" camping along the Methow River at Pateros.  
http://lakechelanradioclub.com/    Always the 
weekend prior to Memorial Day Weekend.   
Contact Roger W7CH  w7ch@arrl.net (509)687-
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3919. Stay tuned for updates on that.

Remember when all else fails amateur radio!!

2014  Hamfest information

February 15, 2014. Salem Hamfair & 
Computer/Electronics Swapmeet.  Rickreall, 
Oregon at the Polk County Fairgrounds.  This is an 
ARRL sanctioned event.  http://www.w7sra.com .  

March 8, 2014.  Mike & Key Swap 
Meet. Puyallup fairgrounds exhibition hall, 
Puyallup, WA.  This is an ARRL sanctioned 
event.  For information, 
contact dmdink@clearwire.net  orn7wa@arrl.net  
.  http://www.mikeandkey.org/flea.htm    Flyer in 
PDF.  (194K)

March 22-23, 2014. Communications 
Academy. Seattle, WA.    This is an ARRL 
sanctioned event. http://www.commacademy.org 

March 29, 2014.  MicroHAMS Digital 
Conference.  Redmond, 
WA.   http://www.microhams.com

April 2014 Yakima Hamfest. Yakima, 
Washington.   Selah Civic Center, 216 South 1st 
Street, Selah, WA.   For information, contact 
Lindsay Kooser (509)965-6612 n7rhw@arrl.net . 

June 2014.  45th Annual Wenatchee Hamfest.  
Apple City ARC. Dryden Gun Club.  Dryden, 
WA.   http://www.qsl.net/w7td/ 

Here are the Qsl Cards we have used as a club this 
year. 
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