
What are YOU Called to do?

[Find out which Ministry you could be]

This assessment was put together with the purpose of identifying the 
types of leadership callings, gifting, ministers, and ministry offices within 
the Body of Christ, whether they function universally and/or locally.

With this assessment you will know if you are possibly called to one of these 
leadership gifting and you will also learn how to identify one with the calling to 
be one of God’s leaders. And remember this: all of these leaders are 
SERVANTS FIRST!

Here are the different types of leadership callings within the Five Fold Ministry. 
The Five Fold Ministry is given to the Body of Christ universally or worldwide. 
That means that the can function anywhere in the world. They can as the 
Scriptures says move “from house to house” (Acts 2:46; 5:42), and this 
movement and travel can be all over the world. These ministers are listed in 
Ephesians 4:11 & 1st Corinthians 12:28 and are given in order of rank:

1. Apostle
2. Prophet
3. Teacher
4. Evangelist
5. Pastor (Shepherds)

Now the Scriptures also mention two more ministries. But these two, from the 
Scriptures, only operate on a local level “in every city” and “every church”
and they are always mentioned in the plural. They are …

1. Bishops (or Elders)
2. Deacons/Deaconess

In a sense, you can call this the SEVEN Fold Ministry!
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Oh and real quick before we get really heavy into this, I need to say this: both 
male AND FEMALE can hold these ministries! I’m not going to argue that here 
but you can ask me later for the teaching on women and their ministries in the 
church.

So let’s start with the foundation, which Christ laid or what God has set in the 
church FIRSTLY--the Apostle. 

Chapter 1 General Signs of Apostolic Calling

What are the signs of somebody who is called to be an apostle? I want to look 
at some general signs, then we will look at some specific signs.

General Sign of Apostolic Call #1: Jesus Calls

Firstly, they are called directly by Jesus Christ. In Luke 6:13 we read concerning 
the early apostles:

"And when it was day, He called [Gk: 'To sound towards, i.e. address, 
exclaim, summon:--call unto, speak to, speak unto'] unto Him His 
disciples [Gk: 'A learner, i.e. pupil: understander, disciple']: and of them 
[His disciples] He chose [Gk: 'To select:--make choice, choose (out), 
chosen'] twelve, whom also He named [Gk: 'To name, i.e. assign
(allocate, allot, give, dispense, disperse, dole out, cosign, hand over) an 
appellation (designation, term, tag, TITLE, label); by extension to utter, 
mention, profess:--call, name'] apostles." (Luke 6:13).

Jesus did not give an appeal and say, "I’m recruiting for apostles. Would all 
applicants please queue up at my house at 6:30 tomorrow morning, and I’ll 
interview you." No, He had thousands who wanted that job. He was not planning 
on interviewing thousands. As a matter of fact, He spent the whole night in 
prayer. Jesus, the Son of God, who was in tune with the Father, who knew things 
that nobody else knew, who walked in the anointing of God and who walked in 
spiritual revelation. Yet He spent the whole night in prayer waiting before the 
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Father, so that He would not make a wrong decision, but would choose the right 
ones. There were only twelve - a very specific number.

The next day He called all the disciples and they must have come running. And 
He looked at them. I do not know how He knew who to choose. Perhaps He had 
visions. Perhaps during the night as He had prayed, faces had come before Him. 
And He looked at them and said, "You. That guy over there with the big nose –
you, come on here." He called them out, twelve specific people, and He 
appointed them. He chose them, appointed them and called them apostles.

An apostle is always called directly by the Lord Jesus. An apostle is not called 
by an organization or sent by a church. He is not called by popular vote. An 
apostle is divinely called by the Lord Jesus Christ Himself. We will look at that 
further as we go on.

General Sign of Apostolic Call #2: Separated for the Work

Apostles are separated for the work. They are set apart specifically for their 
calling and for their work. Paul speaks about it in Romans 1:1 when he 
introduces his letter. He says:

"Paul, a servant [Gk: 'A slave (literal or figurative, involuntary or 
voluntary; frequently therefore in a qualified sense of subjection or 
subservience):--bond, bondman, servant'] of Jesus Christ, called [Gk: 
'invited (bidden, attracted), i.e. appointed, or (SPECIFICALLY) a SAINT:--
called (identified, termed, labeled)'] to be an apostle, separated [Gk: 'To 
set off by boundary, i.e. (figuratively) limit, exclude, appoint, etc:--divide, 
separate, sever'] unto the gospel [of the Kingdom] of God." (Romans 
1:1).

Paul was separated unto the gospel of God, and he was set apart for one 
specific purpose in life. It was not his choice. It was chosen for him. He was set 
apart uniquely for a specific work to do. If God has called you to be an apostle, 
you have been set apart for a very specific work. You have been taken out, 
pulled away, taken from the midst of the masses as it were, and brought in for a 
special and unique purpose that God is going to fulfill in your life.

A man goes up to the front of the church in response to an altar call. Standing 
before a group of prophets, the word comes..."I have called you to be an 
Apostle." Wow what a surprise! What a shock! I never thought of doing ministry 
before. So I am an apostle now. I wonder what that means? I guess it means 
that I should start a church or something.

This is NOT an example of how the Lord calls His apostles. Just like Moses, the 
call comes in the desert as you are going about your normal business. It comes 
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suddenly and it comes from the Lord directly. Perhaps you are like the Apostle 
Paul going along his merry way and suddenly struck to the ground! When you 
get such a clear word from the Lord, there is no denying that you are called. The 
Lord is gracious and does not leave it there. He will always confirm. For Moses, 
Aaron was sent to him and he got some signs and wonders. Paul had Ananias 
to help him out and give him that prophetic word.

And so the Lord WILL use others to confirm your calling, but it will come to you 
directly from the Lord first. It might be though that you do not even identify that 
you have an apostolic call. When the Lord Jesus called the Apostle Paul, he 
did not say, "Paul I call you to be an Apostle and a Herald [Evangelist] and a 
Teacher and you will have 3 years of training..." No the Lord said to him that He 
was ...

"... a chosen vessel unto Me, to bear My name [Gk: 'authority, 
character'] before the Gentiles [non-believers], and kings [world 
leaders], and the children of Israel [the church]: for I will show him 
how great things he must [it is MANDATORY that Paul] suffer [Gk: 'To 
experience a sensation or impression (usually painful):--feel, passion, 
suffer, vex'] for My name's sake."

How would Paul know that in years to come that he would write half of our New 
Testament? Yet one thing was sure, the Lord called him and he was given a 
mandate. How he would fulfill that only made sense years later.

So is it with you. Until you receive that direct call from the Lord, you do not have 
a starting point. In the life of Moses he had no idea what he was really going to 
do. He thought he was just going to set the Israelites free, little did he know that 
the Lord was going to give him the entire pattern for the tabernacle and the law!

This is why you must know for yourself when you were called and that the call 
came to you from the Lord Jesus. You will read in Ephesians 4 how it is the Lord 
Jesus Himself who calls the Fivefold Ministry.

General Sign of Apostolic Call #3: A Servant

An apostle is called to servant hood. He is called to serve. Oh dear, that is a 
disappointment! And here you thought that being called to be an apostle meant 
you were going to be the great name. You were going to be splashed on the 
billboards and people would know about you all over the world.

"The great apostle so and so is coming. We’ve got to get there!"

"Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ," then an apostle. That is how he announced 
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himself. 

Paul used Jesus as the ultimate example of servant leadership. After urging his 
audience to humble themselves and live selflessly, he reminds them of Christ's 
incarnation.

Here the Ultimate Leader made the ultimate sacrifice. He left the glories of 
heaven and the highest position in heaven, not only to join His creation, but to 
take on the lowest form of the creation.

"Let this [higher, heavenly, spiritual] mind be [Gk: 'to exercise the mind, 
i.e. entertain or have a sentiment or opinion; by implication to be 
(mentally) disposed (more or less earnestly in a certain direction); 
intensive to interest oneself in (with concern or obedience):—set the 
affection on, (be) care (-ful), (be like-, + be of one, + be of the same, + let 
this) mind (-ed), regard, savor, think'] in you, which was also in Christ 
Jesus: Who, being in the form [Gk: 'Shape; figuratively nature:--form']
of God, thought it not robbery to be equal [Gk: 'Similar (in amount or 
kind):--+ agree, as much, equal, like'] with God: but made Himself of no 
reputation [Gk: 'to make empty, i.e. (figurative) to abase, neutralize, 
falsify:—make (of none effect, of no reputation, void), be in vain'], and 
took upon Him the form [Gk: 'Shape; figuratively nature:--form'] of A 
SERVANT [Gk: 'A slave (literal or figurative, involuntary or voluntary; 
frequently therefore in a qualified sense of subjection or subservience):--
bond, bondman, servant'], and was made in the likeness [Gk: 'A form;
abstractly resemblance:--made like to, likeness, shape, similitude'] of 
men: and being found in fashion [Gk: 'A figure (as a mode or 
circumstance), i.e. (implication) external condition:--fashion'] as a man, 
He humbled [Gk: 'To depress; figuratively to humiliate (in condition or 
heart):--abase, bring low, humble (self)'] Himself, and became obedient 
[Gk: 'Attentively listening, i.e. (implication) submissive:--obedient'] unto 
death, even the death of the cross [Gk: 'A stake or post (as set upright), 
i.e. (specifically) a pole or cross (as an instrument of capital punishment); 
figuratively exposure to death, i.e. self-denial; implication the atonement
of Christ:--Cross']." (Philippians 2:5-8).

Jesus stepped through six levels as He moved downward toward us. In His 
leadership He practiced the Law of Sacrifice:

Level One: He gave up His divine form.
Level Two: He emptied Himself of any rights.
Level Three: He became a man.
Level Four: He became a servant.
Level Five: He was obedient to the point of death.
Level Six: He died a terrible kind of death.
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We face no temptation that Jesus did not face. He earned His right to be 
followed by enduring every temptation, without succumbing to any of them. He 
worked to identify with us, but didn't stop there. We can put our confidence in 
Him because He serves us with His sympathy and His salvation. 

A servant is from the Greek work ‘dulos’. It is a slave, not just a servant but a 
slave; one who belongs to his master. He is not just an ordinary slave, but a love 
slave, one who has willingly devoted himself for life to be at the disposal of his 
master, and to do whatever his master pleases.

The Old Testament uses several Hebrew terms that we translate as "servant,"
each one presenting a slightly different picture of the heart of a servant. What 
can a leader learn from these terms? Plenty! Remember, Jesus forever linked 
leadership with servant hood.  

"But Jesus called them unto Him, and said, Ye [all of you] know that 
the princes of the Gentiles [non-believers, heathens, uncircumcised, 
carnal-minded Christians] exercise dominion over them, and they that 
are great exercise authority upon them. BUT IT SHALL NOT BE SO
AMONG YOU [DISCIPLES]: but whosoever will be great among you, 
let him be your minister [Gk: 'servant, slave, prisoner, bondsmen or 
women']; And whosoever will be chief among you, let him be your 
servant [Gk: 'slave, minister, prisoner, bondsmen or women']: Even as 
the Son of man came not to be ministered [served] unto, but to 
minister [to serve], and to give His life a ransom for many." (Matthew 
20:25-28).

“The kings of the Gentiles [the leaders of the non-believers] exercise 
lordship over [Gk: 'To rule:--have dominion over, lord, be lord of, 
exercise lordship over'] them, and those who exercise authority over 
[Gk: 'To control:--exercise authority upon, bring under the (have) power 
of'] them are called ‘benefactors [Gk: 'A worker of good, i.e. 
(specifically) a philanthropist:--benefactor'].’ But not so among you; on 
the contrary, he who is greatest among you, let him be as the 
younger [Gk: '"New", i.e. (of persons) youthful, or (of things) fresh; 
figuratively regenerate:--new, young'], and he who governs [Gk: 'To 
lead, i.e. command (with official authority); figuratively to deem, i.e. 
consider:--account, (be) chief, count, esteem, governor, judge, have the 
rule over'] as he who serves [Gk: 'To be an attendant, i.e. wait upon
(menially or as a host, friend or {figuratively} teacher); technically to act 
as a Christian deacon:--minister (unto), administer, serve, use the office 
of a deacon']. For who is greater, he who sits at the table [Gk: 'To 
recline (as a corpse or at a meal):--guest, lean, lie, sit (down, at meat), at 
the table'], or he who serves [same definition as above]? Is it not he 
who sits at the table [Gk: 'To recline (as a corpse or at a meal):--guest, 
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lean, lie, sit (down, at meat), at the table' greater than he who serves]? 
Yet I am among you as the One who serves [same definition as 
above].” (Luke 22:25-27).

Let's take a moment to discover what we might learn about servant leadership 
from some one these ancient Hebrew words:

1. Ebed: a love-slave or servant. This term describes someone who is at the 
complete disposal of another.  Likewise, leaders must be at the disposal 
of the Lord and their people. BE THUS MINDED.

2. Abad: one who gives up personal rights in order to work in the fields or 
tabernacle. In a similar way, leaders must sacrifice their rights and stay 
surrendered to the cause. BE THUS MINDED.

3. Sakyir: a hired servant who works for pay, by day or by year.  A leader 
must avoid the perspective of a "paid professional." Remember the lesson 
of John 10:12-13? 

"But he that is a hireling [Gk: 'wage worker (good or bad):--hired 
servant, hireling, ISCARIOT (Judas)'], and not the Shepherd [Jesus], 
[the hireling] whose own the sheep are not, seeth the wolf coming [he 
can SEE the wolf, not the wolf in sheep's clothing. This hireling KNOWS 
THAT THE WOLVES ARE WOLVES], and [the hireling] leaveth the 
sheep, and [the hireling] fleeth: and the wolf catcheth them [the 
sheep], and scattereth [DIVIDES] the sheep [This is where ALL THE 
CHURCHES DIVISION COMES FROM]. The hireling fleeth, because he 
is a hireling, and CARETH NOT for the sheep [church]." BE THUS 
MINDED.

4. Sharath: someone who will perform menial tasks to accomplish an overall 
goal. Leaders must do whatever it takes to serve the mission. BE THUS 
MINDED.

Leaders must never forget that God calls them to serve. If our Lord could wash 
His disciples' feet as a lowly sharath, then how could we frown at becoming an 
ebed? BE THUS MINDED.

"But he that knew not, and did commit things worthy of stripes, shall 
be beaten with few stripes. For unto whomsoever much is given, of 
him shall be much required: and to whom men have committed 
much, of him they will ask the more." (Luke 12:48).

Do you want to be an apostle? You had better learn to serve. You had better 
learn to be a slave. You had better learn to do things you do not feel like doing. 
You had better learn to say, "Yes boss," when the Master says, "Jump," 
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otherwise forget it, you are not going to hack it.

In 1st Corinthians 4:9 Paul kind of makes it a little bit worse. He says:

"For I think [Gk: 'To think; implication to seem (truthfully or uncertainly)']
that God hath set forth [Gk: 'To show off, i.e. exhibit; figuratively to 
demonstrate, i.e. accredit:--prove, approve, set forth, show'] us the 
apostles last [Gk: '(in the sense of contiguity). Farthest, final (of place or 
time):--ends of, last, latter end, lowest, uttermost'], as it were appointed 
to death [Gk: 'doomed to death']: for we are made a spectacle [Gk: 'A 
PLACE FOR PUBLIC SHOW ("THEATRE"), i.e. GENERAL AUDIENCE-
ROOM, by implication: A SHOW  ITSELF'] unto the world [Gk: meaning 
'orderly arrangement, i.e. decoration; the system of the whole or some 
part of human society; implication the world (in a wide or narrow sense, 
including its inhabitants, literally or figuratively {MORALLY}:--adorning, 
world, (figuratively) SATAN'S KINGDOM (Babylon, Sodom, Egypt, 
confusion)'], and to angels [and demons], and to men [all mankind: 
godly and ungodly]." 

In another place he said, 

"We are made as the filth [Gk: 'SOMETHING CLEANED OFF ALL 
AROUND, i.e. REFUSE (DECLINED, REJECTED, SAID NO TO, 
SNUBBED, REBUFFED, TURNED DOWN, REPUDIATED) 
(figuratively):--FILTH'] of the world [Gk: meaning 'orderly arrangement,
i.e. decoration; the system of the whole or some part of human society;
implication the world (in a wide or narrow sense, including its inhabitants, 
literally or figuratively {MORALLY}:--adorning, world, (figuratively) 
SATAN'S KINGDOM (Babylon, Sodom, Egypt, confusion)'], and are the 
off scouring [Gk: '(TO RUB), SOMETHING BRUSHED ALL AROUND, 
i.e. OFF-SCRAPINGS (figuratively; SCUM):--OFFSCOURING'] of all 
things unto this day." (1st Corinthians 4:13)!

It is quite an exalted position, this Office of the Apostle!

"Oh, I’d love to be an apostle."

You do not know what you are talking about. Are you prepared to be a servant? 
Are you prepared to be a slave? Are you prepared to do as the great Apostle 
and High Priest of our confession did, who before His disciples, took off his 
cloak and put a towel around Himself and sat down and washed their dirty, 
stinky feet? Are you prepared to do that, apostle? Get ready for it. If you are 
called to that office, be prepared for it, because that is what God is going to 
require of you. That is what He is going to call you to and that is what He will 
take you to.
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Now do not get me wrong, the apostle is the highest ministry office. Paul says, 

"And God hath set some in the church, FIRST [Gk: 'Firstly (in time, 
place, order, or importance):--before, at the beginning, chiefly, (at, at the) 
first (of all)'] APOSTLES, secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers …"
(1st Corinthians 12:28).

The apostle is the highest ministry office of all and the most revered ministry 
office of all. The apostle is the one who God places the most trust and 
confidence in. But there is a price to pay. And as high as God is going to exalt 
you, so low you will have to be prepared to be and to go in your heart and in 
your attitude, before God can use you. One would think that to be in the highest 
ministry office in the church, that it means you get the most glory. Yet 
somewhere along your training, you will learn to mop floors, clean toilets and do 
everything everyone else does not want to do. Its not fair is it? Yet you will learn 
the most powerful lesson in your apostolic walk and it is this:

The Servant of all makes way for the Leader of all.

If you want people to submit to your leadership and follow you, then you have 
some lessons of your own to learn. So if you find the mop in your hand and dirt 
under your nails, I would say that you would be in a good place to fulfill your 
apostolic calling. I told you before that the Apostle's training comes in 
obscurity and I was not kidding! Not only will you find yourself hidden from view 
for a few years, but you will find yourself in the lowliest positions, doing the 
tough jobs.

Consider the kinds of things that Jesus disciples had to do. Fetch the water. 
Feed the people. Find places to stay. Organize a venue for the next "Disciple 
Conference" in the upper room. It does not sound very glamorous does it? Yet 
those same apostles could stand up in the day of Pentecost and lead 3000 to 
the Lord, so I think they had something going on there. Three years of servant 
hood released a powerful team that shook this world.

Do you want to be the great leader? Then learn first to 
the be servant of all. Not only is the most vital phase of 
your training, but it is also the foundation you will base 
your ministry on. So roll up your sleeves and get ready to serve, 
because herein lies your apostolic calling.

"But he that is greatest among you shall be your servant."  (Matthew 
23:11).

"For though I be [spiritually] free [that's liberty] from all men [mankind], 
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yet [STILL] have I made myself [physically a] SERVANT unto all 
[humanity], that I might gain the more [BY SERVING]. And unto the 
Jews ['But he IS a Jew, which is one inwardly; and circumcision is that of 
the heart, in the spirit, and not in the letter; whose praise is not of men, 
but of God.' (Rom. 2:29)] I became as a [SERVANT] Jew [Paul didn't 
become a Jew, Paul was already a Jew. 'I (Paul) am verily (truthfully) a 
man which am a Jew ...' (Acts 22:3)], that I might gain the Jews; to 
them [the literal/physical children of Israel] that are under the law [of 
Moses], [have I made myself SERVANT] as under the law, that I might 
gain them that are under the law [of Moses]; to them [the Greeks, 
Gentile nations, the rest of the World, NON-BELIEVERS] that are 
without [the literal or spirit] law [of God by Moses or of God by Christ], as 
without law, (BEING WITHOUT LAW TO GOD, BUT UNDER THE LAW 
OF CHRIST ['For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me 
free (that's liberty again) from the law of sin and death.' (Rom. 8:2)],) 
[have I made myself SERVANT] that I might gain them that are without 
law. To the weak became I as weak, [have I made myself SERVANT] 
that I might gain the weak: I am made [myself a SERVANT] ALL 
THINGS TO ALL MEN [MANKIND, HUMANITY, that I might by 
[SERVING] all means save [deliver] some [some. not many but THE 
FEW ALREADY CHOSEN AND PREDESTINED BY CHRIST TO BE 
SAVED IN THIS LIFE. (Rom. 8:28-30)]." (1st Corinthians 9:19-22).

General Sign of Apostolic Call #4: Early Call

Apostles are called from the womb. An apostle is somebody that God has set 
His hand on from the beginning. Paul said that God separated him from his 
mother’s womb. In Galatians 1:15 he says:

"But when it pleased [Gk: 'To think well of, i.e. approve (an act); 
specifically to approbate {to approve OFFICIALLY} (a person or thing):--
think good, please, pleased, be well pleased, be the good (have, take) 
pleasure, be willing'] God, who separated [Gk: 'To set off by boundary, 
i.e. (figuratively) limit, exclude, appoint, etc:--divide, separate, sever'] me 
from my mother's womb [matrix], and called [Gk: 'To "call" (properly 
aloud, but used in a variety of applications, directly or otherwise):--bid, 
call (forth), (whose) name (was {called}), (whose) surname (was {called})'] 
me by His [God's] grace [Gk: 'Graciousness (as gratifying), of manner or 
act (abstract or concrete; literal, figurative or spiritual; especially the 
divine influence upon the heart, and its reflection in the life; including 
gratitude):--acceptable, benefit, favor, gift, grace, gracious, joy, liberality, 
pleasure'], to reveal [Gk: 'To take off the cover, i.e. disclose:--reveal'] His 
Son [Jesus Christ, the Apostle and High Priest of our profession--
Heb:3:1] in me, that I might preach [Gk: 'To announce good news 
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("evangelize") especially the gospel:--declare, bring (declare, show) glad 
(good) tidings, preach (the gospel)'] Him [Jesus] among the heathen 
[Gk: 'A race (as of the same habit), i.e. a tribe; specifically a foreign (non-
Jewish) one (usually implication pagan):--Gentile, heathen, nation, 
people, NON-BELIEVERS']; immediately [Gk: 'Directly, i.e. at once or 
soon:--anon, as soon as, forthwith, immediately, shortly, straightway'] I 
conferred [Gk: 'To lay up in addition, i.e. (middle and figuratively) to 
impart or (implication) to consult:--in conference add, confer'] not with 
flesh and blood [human counsel]."(Galatians 1:15-16).

Because you have been called from the womb as an apostle, your whole life 
has been a preparation. As an apostle, your preparation began when the seed 
met the egg. When the sperm and egg joined together in your mother’s womb 
the calling was there already. It was there right back then. This was not 
something that came upon you in later life. Perhaps it is something you only 
became aware of later in life. But I want to tell you something. God knew you. 
When Jesus hung on the cross He looked down, He saw you, and He knew you. 
And He ordained you, and you were set apart unto the gospel of God, unto the 
call of God. You were chosen, and you were called, and you were given a 
mandate.

"You have not chosen Me, but I HAVE CHOSEN YOU…" (John 15:16). 

"I have CHOSEN you…" is the CAUSE and it is by Christ’s will, not man’s will.

"So the last shall be first, and the first shall be last [sorry, don’t have 
time to explain this unique statement of our Lord]: for many be called, 
but few chosen." I will take the time to explain this second statement, 
however. 

Notice that the "called" and the "chosen" cannot be the same 
group, as one is "many" and the other is "few." God 
has given us a general statement as to whom He has called and whom He has 
not called. We already know the number of those called is "many." Now we will 
see the two general classifications of those called:

"For ye see your calling, brethren, how that not many [some, but not 
many] wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are 
called. But God has chosen the foolish things [many translations do 
not insert the word "things" in these verses] of the world to confound 
the wise; and God has chosen the weak things of the world to 
confound the things which are mighty; And the base things of the 
world, and things which are despised, has God chosen, yes, and 
things which are not, to bring to naught [nothing] things that are: that 
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no flesh should glory in His presence" (1 Cor. 1:26-29).

So we see that God calls MOSTLY those who are: weak, base, despised, 
nothings! Are we to believe that God is going to build a SPIRITUAL ARMY of 
Sons and Daughters by which He will conquer and SAVE THE WORLD?

Hard to believe, isn’t it? I think we can all agree that there is a great deal of 
work to be done with and to these "nothings of the world" whom God is 
calling to such a formidable, once-in-an-eternity task!

But of the "many called," we are told, "few are chosen" (Matt. 20:16). Why is 
that? God has intended it to be such. We are given the parable of the "sower 
of seed" where much of the seed fell by the side of the tilled soil, and the birds 
ate it; some had no depth and withered in the sun; still more fell among thorns 
and were choked, but some fell upon good soil and produced much fruit. Many 
seed are sown, but few seed produce good fruit. "Seed" we see everywhere in 
the Church; "fruit" of God’s spirit is more rare. These few have the added 
designation of: 

"These shall make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall overcome 
them: for He is Lord of lords, and King of kings: and they that are 
with Him are called, and chosen, and faithful" (Rev. 17:14). 

These are the "very elect" who cannot be deceived any longer by the Great 
Whore, "Mystery Babylon the Great, Mother of Harlots, and the 
Abominations of the earth."

One more important verse regarding our calling that I will cite out of the 
Concordant Literal New Testament because I believe they translate the Greek 
aorist tense properly, whereas the King James uses the past tense:

"Now we are aware that GOD [it is unfortunate that the King James 
leaves out "God" even though it is in the manuscripts. Most translations 
do put "God" in this opening phrase. Things don’t just ‘work’ together 
without GOD doing the ‘working’] is working all together for the good of 
those who are loving God, who are [being] called according to the 
purpose that, whom He foreknew, He designates beforehand, also, to 
be conformed to the image of His Son, for Him to be Firstborn 
among many brethren. Now whom He designates beforehand, these 
He calls [not ‘called’ as all are NOT YET called, it is the aorist tense] 
also, and whom He calls, these He justifies, also; now whom He 
justifies, these He glorifies also" (Rom. 8:28-30).

Now, pay attention: All which God foreknew, He 
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then designates beforehand (He hand-picks them, 
if you will). And therefore, since He has already 
designated them beforehand, when they are born 
in whatever generation God designates; He then 
calls them. Now it is true that God calls MANY 
OTHERS whom He has NOT designated to be 
"conformed to the image of His Son" AT THE 
TIME that each generation appears in history. 
There are many more "called" in each generation than are actually, "chosen"
to be conformed to the image of His Son at that time.

All that are not chosen will be in the second resurrection/white throne 
judgment/lake of fire. These will go the "broad way into destruction" from 
which they will await judgment at the great white throne. But, those which God 
foreknows and designates beforehand, He definitely does call, but these 
designated ones GO ON to be JUSTIFIED AND GLORIFIED. They are not just 
the "called," but the "called AND CHOSEN" which will go on to glorification in 
service with Christ, as the manifested Sons and Daughters of God, in the 
Kingdom of God, to bring the rest of heaven and earth to SALVATION! 

When Jesus says that, 

"MANY will say unto Me in that day, Lord, Lord… Then will I profess 
unto them, I never knew you: depart from Me, you that work iniquity" 
(Matt. 7:22-23), 

He is not speaking of a minority but a majority. 
The "many" NEVER means the minority!

We will see it conclusively proved from God’s Word 
that the majority in the Church today are going the 
"broad way," and not the "straight and narrow 
way." And I am not just preaching to the choir when I 
say that only a "FEW" will be in the first resurrection 
and rule and reign with Christ, I am speaking to all 
the church and to myself as well. I know these 
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aren’t the "soft" words that tickle people’s ears, but 
what I am telling you is a "hard saying" of the 
Scripture that is absolutely true. Jesus Christ Himself 
said that "THE MANY" must "DEPART from Me."
Jesus doesn’t "know" the many, in a spiritual 
relationship, because they are too carnal to be 
spiritual.
Let me first state that there is an order in the process of being called to Sonship. 
First you are called, and then you are chosen from among the called. And we 
have already learned that the "chosen" are also the "few." Quite frankly, 
not unlike a casting call. Many are called to come to the casting 
rehearsal, but only a relative few will be chosen for the actual 
performance. Which are you? I will not be your personal judge; 
however, as we progress in this series, you will be confronted 
with dozens of Scriptures by which you can JUDGE YOURSELF 
by the aid of God’s Spirit.

General Sign of Apostolic Call #5: Secret Training

Apostles are trained in secret. Paul says:

"But when it pleased [Gk: 'To think well of, i.e. approve (an act); 
specifically to approbate {to approve OFFICIALLY} (a person or thing):--
think good, please, pleased, be well pleased, be the good (have, take) 
pleasure, be willing'] God, who separated [Gk: 'To set off by boundary, 
i.e. (figuratively) limit, exclude, appoint, etc:--divide, separate, sever'] me 
from my mother's womb [matrix], and called [Gk: 'To "call" (properly 
aloud, but used in a variety of applications, directly or otherwise):--bid, 
call (forth), (whose) name (was {called}), (whose) surname (was {called})'] 
me by His [God's] grace [Gk: 'Graciousness (as gratifying), of manner or 
act (abstract or concrete; literal, figurative or spiritual; especially the 
divine influence upon the heart, and its reflection in the life; including 
gratitude):--acceptable, benefit, favor, gift, grace, gracious, joy, liberality, 
pleasure'], to reveal [Gk: 'To take off the cover, i.e. disclose:--reveal'] His 
Son [Jesus Christ, the Apostle and High Priest of our profession--
Heb:3:1] in me, that I might preach [Gk: 'To announce good news 
("evangelize") especially the gospel:--declare, bring (declare, show) glad 
(good) tidings, preach (the gospel)'] Him [Jesus] among the heathen 
[Gk: 'A race (as of the same habit), i.e. a tribe; specifically a foreign (non-
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Jewish) one (usually implication pagan):--Gentile, heathen, nation, 
people, NON-BELIEVERS']; immediately [Gk: 'Directly, i.e. at once or 
soon:--anon, as soon as, forthwith, immediately, shortly, straightway'] I 
conferred [Gk: 'To lay up in addition, i.e. (middle and figuratively) to 
impart or (implication) to consult:--in conference add, confer'] NOT with 
flesh and blood [human counsel]. Neither went I up to Jerusalem to 
them which were apostles before [Gk: '"Fore", i.e. in front of, prior 
(figuratively SUPERIOR) to'] me; but I went into Arabia [symbolic for the 
WILDERNESS--in obscurity], and returned again unto Damascus. Then 
after THREE YEARS I went up to Jerusalem to see Peter, and abode 
with him fifteen days. But other of the apostles saw I none, save 
[except the apostle] James the Lord's brother. Now the things which I 
write unto you, behold, before God, I lie not. Afterwards I came into 
the regions of Syria and Cilicia; and WAS UNKNOWN [Gk: 'Not to 
know (through lack of information or intelligence); implication to ignore
(through disinclination):--(be) ignorant, ignorantly, not know, not 
understand, unknown'] BY FACE UNTO THE CHURCHES of Judea 
WHICH WERE IN CHRIST: but they HAD HEARD ONLY, that he which 
persecuted us in times past now preacheth the faith which once he 
destroyed. And they glorified God in me. Then FOURTEEN YEARS 
AFTER I went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, and took Titus 
with me also.  And I went up by revelation, and communicated unto 
them that gospel which I preach among the Gentiles, but privately to 
them [the apostles] which were of reputation, lest by any means I 
should run, or had run, in vain." (Galatians 1:15-24; 2:1-2).

Paul had been called to be an apostle. Jesus had spoken to him. When the 
Lord spoke to Ananias, he was scared. The Lord told him to go down to the 
street called Straight to go and minister to this man who had persecuted and 
killed Christians, who had been blinded and was sitting praying. He said, "Lord, 
I’ve heard about this guy. He’s a killer. Are you sure? Am I hearing you 
right? Is this my imagination? Please tell me I’m wrong."

The poor guy. He was just an ordinary little believer, and the Lord told him to go 
and confront this great big man who has a reputation this long. The Lord spoke 
to Ananias and said, "Don’t worry about it. I’ve chosen him, and I’ve told him 
how much he’s going to suffer for Me." Oh, what a wonderful call!

"Well, Saul, I’ve called you to be an apostle, and this is what I’m calling you 
to do – suffer! Saul, you’re going to appear before kings and governors. 
Saul, you’re going to appear before people in the highest places. But, Saul, 
you’re going to suffer for My name’s sake. So don’t mix these two up. 
You’re going to be big, Saul. Your name’s going to be known. You’re going 
to be famous. People are going to be preaching on you way down in 2011, 
Saul. They’re going to be using the stuff you wrote. But Saul, it’s going to 
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cost you. It’s going to cost you, bro’. I’m warning you before you start this 
thing. I’m warning you how much you’re going to have to suffer for My 
name’s sake."

We all love secrets ... Well think of yourself as the Lord's 
surprise gift to the church. You were bought with the price of His 
blood, prepared lovingly with His hands and kept in secret until just the right 
time. Was it not like this for Moses? God kept him hidden in the desert for 40 full 
years! Then when the people of God cried out in earnest for a deliverer, the Lord 
said that He heard the cries of His people and sent them one. Moses was their 
big surprise gift! For the people of Israel it was as if Moses suddenly appeared 
out of nowhere and became a great leader overnight. You and I know a bit better 
than that though.

If you have an apostolic call, you will relate to Moses' long lonely nights in the 
desert, wondering how he got there. Wondering when he would ever get out. 
Sometimes even doubting if he heard God in the first place. Yet here in the 
desert is where God lovingly prepares you to present you to His church. You are 
the only one that will know the price of this training or how long it takes. You and 
the Lord will be the only ones that know what you had to let go of and how you 
had to run from persecution time and time again.

So if you find yourself in obscurity just 'biding your time' realize that God is 
preparing you. During this time of preparation you will learn more than you 
realize. In fact I would like to bet that you have already been facing the definite 
signs of preparation all along. In the Apostolic Preparation chapter of the 
Apostolic Foundation book, I can guarantee that you will see the story of your 
life! So even though things seems slow as you watch the tumbleweed bounce 
randomly through the desert ... look a little closer ... the hand of God is in it!

General Sign of Apostolic Call #6: Much Opposition

Do you still want to be an apostle? I have bad news for you if you are called to 
be an apostle. It was not your choice. God separated you from your mother’s 
womb, and He prepared you and brought you to such a time as this. And if you 
are reading this chapter of the book, and the Spirit of God is beginning to move 
on you and you know that I am talking about you; you know that God has placed 
that call on you; get ready for it. God has got something unique for you. He has 
something special for you. He is going to lift you up in the sight of the world. But 
you have already paid the price. You have already paid a lot of it. And you are 
going to continue to pay the price, because as much blessing as you will 
receive, you will receive as much opposition. Get ready for it, apostle of God.

The apostles are hated by the enemy, and he will try to destroy them. He will do 
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his best to destroy you. In Acts 14:19 we read concerning how Paul and 
Barnabas went to Iconium to preach the gospel. It says:

"And there came thither certain Jews [symbolic for carnal/religious 
Christians] from Antioch and Iconium, who persuaded [Gk: 'To 
convince (by argument, true or false)'] the people ..." (Acts 14:19a).

These people, just a couple of days before, were so impressed with Paul and 
Barnabas when they began to move in the Spirit; when signs and wonders 
began to take place at their hands. They became so impressed with them that 
they were convinced that they were gods that had come down from heaven. The 
Greeks were always worshipping their gods and so they figured Barnabas must 
be the good-looking one because he was tall. I forget the names that they gave 
to them, but they said that Barnabas was one god, and Paul was the other. Let's 
read it.

"And there sat a certain man at Lystra, impotent in his feet, being a 
cripple from his mother's womb, who never had walked: the same 
heard Paul speak: who steadfastly beholding him, and perceiving 
that he had faith to be healed, Said with a loud voice, Stand upright 
on thy feet. And he leaped and walked. And when the people saw 
what Paul had done, they lifted up their voices, saying in the speech 
of Lycaonia, The gods are come down to us in the likeness of men. 
And they called Barnabas, Jupiter [Zeus]; and Paul, Mercurius 
[Hermes], because he was the chief speaker. Then the priest of 
Jupiter, which was before their city, brought oxen and garlands unto 
the gates, and would have done sacrifice with the people. Which 
when the apostles, Barnabas and Paul, heard of, they rent their 
clothes, and ran in among the people, crying out, and saying, Sirs, 
why do ye these things? We also are men of like passions with you, 
and preach unto you that ye should turn from these vanities [idols] 
unto the living God, which made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and 
all things that are therein," (Acts 14:8-15).

If you look at the gods that they chose, the god they chose for Barnabas was 
the tall good-looking guy. And the one they chose for Paul was the little runt who 
did all the talking. He was the big god’s spokesman. That gives you an idea of 
what Paul looked like. He was an ugly little bald-headed guy with a hook nose, 
so tradition says and he talked a lot!

These same people, who wanted to come and worship and offer sacrifices to 
these men as gods, just a few days later got stirred up. And it says:

"... and, having stoned Paul, drew [dragged] him out of the city, 
supposing he had been dead." (Acts 14:19b).
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Now they wanted to kill him. Do you want to be an apostle? You are going to be 
worshipped, and you are going to be crucified. You are going to be lifted up, and 
you are going to get kicked in the teeth. You will get them both. It is part of the 
course. Satan hates you. And every time you begin to rise up and God begins to 
use you, and people begin to know about you, Satan is going to stir up people 
against you. Satan will try and destroy you and he will try and kill you.

As we go on I will show you that Satan will try to kill you from the womb already if 
he can, if he gets to find out and suspects that you may perhaps be called to be 
an apostle of God. You see, he reads the signs even better than we do. He 
knows. Why do you think Herod tried to kill Jesus, the great Apostle and High 
Priest of our confession? Why do you suppose Pharaoh tried to kill Moses who 
was an Old Testament type of the Apostolic Office and Ministry?

Chapter 2 Specific Signs of Apostolic Calling

These are some of the general signs of the apostolic calling. There are some 
specific signs as well. I am going to mention them briefly, and then we are going 
to end with a very detailed breakdown from the lives of three Bible types or 
pictures of an apostle. Then you will understand all the signs of the apostolic 
calling.

Early Call

Firstly, one of the specific signs of the call to apostleship is an early call. If God 
has separated you from your mother’s womb, the chances are that He will begin 
that preparation in your life at a very young age. Jesus knew it at 12 years old, 
when He sat in the temple and debated with all the wise men there. He knew 
already what He had been called to do. When His parents came and asked Him 
what was going on He said,

"Didn’t you know, I should be in My Father’s house? I MUST be about 
My Father’s business." (Luke 2:49).

He knew.

You will become aware of it very early. Perhaps you will not be fully aware yet 
what it is that God has called you to do, but God will begin to move in your life 
from an early age to prepare you for the apostolic calling. If you were saved 
early in life, you will see that preparation starting in your life right from your early 
childhood already.
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Apostolic Rejection and Opposition

The apostle has a lot of opposition in life; a lot of things going wrong; a lot of 
people rejecting; a lot of not fitting in. I will not elaborate here, but I dare say 
those called to the apostolic office are going to know this far more than simply a 
preparation that began late in life, as often happens with the prophet. The 
chances are the apostle has been through preparation from the womb already. 
The apostle has problems being accepted. He has the most intensive 
preparation of all of the ministry offices.

Apostolic Symbols

There are symbols that the Lord has shown us for the Apostolic Ministry and 
the Apostolic Office, and just in passing, there is a difference. Just as in the 
prophetic, there is a calling to the Prophetic Ministry to function as a prophet, 
there is also the Prophetic Office, which is a unique setting apart of somebody 
into the fivefold ministry Office of the Prophet. The same applies to the apostle. 
There are those who will carry out, and fulfill, and function in an Apostolic 
Ministry, that have not yet fully qualified to move into the full Office of the 
Apostle.

There is a difference between the Five Fold Ministry and the Five Fold Office. 
The first is a function, whereas the second is a position.  Let's look a few 
verses that speak of office to make this clear.

1. Romans 11:13 - "For I speak to you Gentiles, inasmuch as I am the 
apostle of the Gentiles, I magnify my office."
2. 1st Timothy 3:1 - "This is a true saying, If a man desire the office of a 
bishop [pastor, elder], he desires a good work."
3. 1st Timothy 3:10 - "... let these also first be proved; then let them use 
the office of a deacon, being found blameless."
4. Hebrews 7:5 - "And truly they that are of the sons of Levi, who receive 
the office of the priesthood ..."

In each case you will see that the term office is used to refer to someone who 
has been permanently appointed to a position.

This is true also of the Five Fold Office. The ministry of the Five Fold may at 
times be displayed by those that are not called to be Five Fold as a permanent 
position (In other words, to be in Apostolic Office. Paul clarifies this also when 
he discusses the functioning of ministries in a local church in 1st Corinthians 
14:27-31

"If any man speak in a language, let it be by two, or at the most by 
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three [utterances], and that by course [one at a time], and let one
[person] interpret. But if there be no interpreter, let him KEEP 
SILENCE IN THE CHURCH; and let him speak to himself, and to God. 
Let the prophets [inspired speakers] speak two or three, and let the 
other [prophets] judge [weigh, discern, try like as in "try the spirits" (1 
John 4:1)]. If any thing be revealed to another [prophet] that sits by, let 
the first [prophet] hold his peace [keep silent]. For ye [all of you] may all 
prophesy ONE BY ONE, [so] that all may LEARN, and ALL may be 
comforted."

Here Paul refers to two kinds of prophetic ministry. The first is what is 
communicated by the vocal gifts. Anyone that brings a message from the Lord, 
interpretation or prophecy is prophesying. However there are those who hold the 
office of a prophet, and they are a separate group altogether. You may all 
prophesy in the sense of bringing a word from the Lord, but not all the members 
of the church have the Prophetic Office.

Another passage that clearly shows the distinction is Acts 21:9

"And the same man [Phillip the Evangelist] had four daughters, 
virgins, who prophesied. And as we tarried there many days, there 
came down from Judea a certain prophet, named Agabus."

Philip the Evangelist had four daughters that exercised a prophetic ministry, 
but they were not classed as prophets. Agabus however, held the prophetic 
office and was referred to as a prophet.

Someone may be able to prophesy, but only when they have been permanently 
appointed to the prophetic office can they be called by such a title. The same 
applies to the apostolic ministry and all the other Five Fold ministries. 

So some of these symbols in the prophetic relate to the Prophetic Ministry, but 
the prophetic key uniquely relates to the Prophetic Office. So the apostle also 
has some of these symbols. The first symbol of the Apostolic Ministry is the 
golden scepter. The golden scepter is an implement that was used by kings. It 
was a symbol of the king’s authority, and the king would use that golden scepter 
to make decrees. In modern times, this would also be the king’s sword. The 
scepter and the sword are the same thing – where they would bend down and 
the king would knight them. He would put the sword on his shoulder and say, 
"Rise, Sir 'so and so'!"

Well, the Lord Jesus has a scepter, and He is going to put it on you and say, 
"Rise, apostle 'so and so.'" He will give you the scepter to take with you. It is a 
symbol of authority and a symbol to make decrees.
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In the book of Esther we read how Esther came into the presence of the king, 
and according to the law of the land she could have died for that, unless the king 
held out his golden scepter to her. When she had come to touch the scepter she 
would be accepted. There was power in the scepter. The Bible speaks a lot 
about the scepter. It talks about the scepter of righteousness. The scepter is 
always a symbol of reigning and authority. The Apostolic Office is one of 
authority.

There is the royal robe and the crown, because the apostle is to be a king in 
God’s Kingdom. So, when God places somebody in Apostolic Office, very often 
you will see that person being given the royal garments.

Then there is a key. The apostle also has a key. It is a much fancier key than 
the key of the prophet. The prophet just gets an ordinary golden key. Boring! 
The apostle, however, gets a jewel-encrusted key.

You say, "How do I know this?"

I have seen it and I have imparted it, under inspiration of the Holy Spirit, to 
others. So what I am giving you I have learned from experience, and from 
revelation in the Spirit. I have not yet dug into the Scriptures to give you a full 
Scriptural precedence for this. Right now I simply want you to trust that God has 
confirmed this and shown it in the Spirit; that these are symbols that are used in 
spiritual revelation for the Apostolic Ministry and the Apostolic Office.

I have found that they are different. I have found that at times when God has told 
me to impart the golden scepter to somebody it is usually a call to the Apostolic 
Ministry, or a preparation for the apostolic. The impartation of the jewel-
encrusted key, the robe and the crown is the ultimate placing in the Office of the 
Apostle.

Different Kinds of Apostles

Now there are different kinds of apostle. If you get back to the allegory of an 
apostle being a spiritual entrepreneur, I want you to see why there are different 
kinds of apostles. And this is where people miss it. This is where things go 
wrong and people become confused as they try to stereotype the apostolic 
ministry. They try to squeeze it in as they have done, by saying that an apostle 
is somebody who goes where there is not a new one. Yes, an apostle does do 
that. That is part of the apostolic function. But there is more to it than that.

You see the apostle firstly is sent to go forth, but he goes forth into a new area 
to do something that perhaps has not been done before. The apostle goes to 
lay a new foundation; to do something that is perhaps different to the way that it 
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was done before. Each apostle can very likely have a totally unique ministry and 
mandate from the Lord and have a totally unique call, yet they are all aiming for 
the same ultimate goal.

As we look at the early church, as we look at how Jesus took and appointed the 
first apostles, they were the very first of their breed. And what was their task? 
Their task was to introduce something brand new that had never been done 
before. The Kingdom of God had come down to man. God was offering 
something new that had never been there before. They were preaching a new 
gospel that went beyond the Jewish religion. They were preaching a New 
Covenant that was different to the Old Covenant.

But each of them had different functions. We see the apostle Peter being led of 
the Lord to go and visit in Cornelius’s household. And as he stood up there and 
preached, the Holy Spirit descended on these Gentiles, and Peter was the first 
one to ever bring Gentiles into the new church. Peter was a Jew. He was a 
typical Jew, and Jews and Gentiles do not mix. They do not do this, and they do 
not do that. He was rooted in Jewish tradition. But the Lord used him to open a 
door that was never opened before.

Remember Jesus had said to Peter when he made the great confession, as it is 
called,

"Thou art the Christ [Gk: 'for they drank of that spiritual Rock that 
followed them: and that Rock was Christ'], the Son of the living God," 
(Matthew 16:16).

Jesus said to Peter, 

"Blessed are you Simon Barjona, for flesh and blood has not 
revealed this to you, but My Father who is in Heaven." (v. 17).

He said, 

"You are Peter [just a little stone], but upon this Rock [Jesus, a great 
big rock like the Rock of Gibraltar] I will build My church." (v. 18).

"Peter, I’m giving you the keys of the Kingdom. Peter, you’re going to open 
doors. You’re going to open brand new doors."

Peter was the leader of the early apostles who were Jews. Peter was leading 
the ministry to the Jews. But he took the key and opened the door to a brand 
new avenue; something that nobody had ever anticipated before, that the 
Gentiles would be co-heirs and partakers of the Kingdom of God, through Christ 
Jesus. This was brand new and something completely different.
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New Concepts

Peter only opened the door. God had somebody else in mind to follow through 
and lay the foundation. Guess what his name was? Paul, the apostle to the 
Gentiles! Later on you see that they chat about it, after Paul has gone and done 
his own thing. He had not even consulted Peter or any of the other Jews. He got 
together with them and told them, "Listen guys, this is what God’s been 
doing, and this is what the Lord has revealed to me."

They had never heard it before. They started reading some of the letters that 
Paul had been writing to his churches, and they said, "Wow, this is new stuff. 
We’ve never heard this stuff before. Hey, this is difficult stuff. Paul, explain 
this to us, please. What are you talking about, Gentiles? What are you 
talking about people coming in without the law? What do you mean about 
people serving God without being circumcised? What are you talking about 
here, Paul? I’ve never heard anything like it."

Peter wrote in his epistles to the Jewish Christians that he was ministering to 
and spoke about people who twist the Scriptures. And he said, "Yes, just like 
our brother Paul has written. And man, some of the stuff he’s written is 
hard to understand." Peter was just a dumb fisherman. He could not 
understand Paul’s intellectual approach. I can see him getting that blank look on 
his face when he read Paul’s epistles.

"Paul, what are you talking about here, man? Why did you make it so 
complicated?"

You see, Paul had something unique. He had something different. So unique 
and different it was, that Paul at times would speak about, "My gospel." (Rom. 
2:16, 16:25; 2 Tim. 2:8). And he said,

"I didn’t receive this from man. I received it by revelation, direct from 
the Lord." (Gal. 1:12).

The fact that Paul referred at times to "MY gospel" does not negate the fact that 
he also referred to it as "THE gospel" as well. There is ONE gospel. Peter and 
Paul both taught the ONE gospel whether they were teaching Jews, or whether 
they were teaching Gentiles, or whether they were teaching Jews and Gentiles 
simultaneously!

Paul had something unique. It was different. He was doing something nobody 
had ever done before.
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That is what the apostle is called to be - a spiritual entrepreneur. He is going 
to do something different like sell ice to the Eskimos.

"It can’t be done."

"Who says?"

"Yeah, but it can’t be done. Eskimos have got a lot of ice. Has anybody ever 
tried it before?"

"Nope. So I’m going to try it."

"Oh, you’re nuts. You’re not going to make it."

Before you know it, the Eskimos are buying ice by the crate! Why? Because we 
have a spiritual entrepreneur here. He is reaching out to do something new.

I was reading in a Charisma magazine once about a ministry amongst the motor 
cyclists. That is another kind of ministry, going in there and ministering to those 
weird types. But God is raising up people to go in there where nobody else has 
gone before, where nobody else wants to go. People are going into different 
stratas of society that have not been reached before, and they are ministering in 
ways that nobody has ministered before.

They are using techniques and methods that the church has never used before. 
They are spiritual entrepreneurs. They are apostles of God who have been 
sent forth to break new ground, new territory, and do new things and make it 
happen! Why? Because God raised them up for that very purpose. And they are 
different. People are saying, "Just don’t hang around. And please don’t bring 
that motor cycle mob into church on Sunday. You’ll rock the boat and upset our 
tithe-paying members!"

Pressure to Change

People are going to say, "You think you’re so special. You’re just a rebel. You’re 
just a reject. You can’t fit in with anybody else. That’s why you’re going off and 
doing your own thing." Think about it. Perhaps God has called you to something 
unique, something different. Of course He has! And He raised you up for that 
very purpose.

Do you know, even with Paul’s success amongst the Gentile Christians; in spite 
of the fact that Paul wrote most of our New Testament, when he went to visit 
them there in Jerusalem they said, 

"Paul, we’ve heard some bad news about you, bro’. We keep hearing 
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stories about you telling people they don’t have to obey the law 
anymore. Hey Paul we are getting worried about you. You had better 
assure us that you still believe in this stuff, that you’re a good little 
Jew. Come on Paul, come and do some of the old stuff. Take a vow 
and get involved with some guys, and go and offer a sacrifice in the 
Temple like all good Jews do." (Acts 21:20-26).

Paul had been teaching against it! He had been preaching something totally 
different. Paul had been so strong, that when Peter came and showed hypocrisy 
– he did not want to mix with the Gentiles in case the Jews did not like it – he 
corrected him publicly (Gal. 2:11-21). Yet now Paul bowed to the crowd. He 
bowed to the rest of them who were doing the Jewish thing. He bowed to the 
apostles who had a different vision. And it caused probably the biggest problem 
it had ever caused in his life. It caused him more pain than anything else.

All his being beaten up and thrown in prison and being shipwrecked, and all the 
problems that he had, came as a result of that one mistake that he made – and it 
was a mistake. I firmly believe it was a mistake. The Lord never ever called Paul 
to do that.

So if you are called to be an apostle of God people are going to try and 
squeeze you into their mold. People are going to tell you to stop rocking the 
boat.

"Why don’t you do it the way everybody else is doing it?"

People will say, "But it doesn’t work." People will say those famous words, "Well, 
we tried it, and it didn’t work." Have you heard that one before?

You know what? You are going to try it and it is not going to work either, 
because you will be tested. You will have to break the wall down and break the 
door down. You need to boldly go where no man has gone before. That will take 
courage. It will take a very special kind of person, with a very special kind of 
endurance, to follow through on that.

Specific Groups, Tasks or Places

Apostles can be called to a specific group of people. They can be called to a 
specific task or they can be called to a specific place. But whatever it is that God 
calls you to do as an apostle, it will be something different. There may be others 
out there who have been given the same call and the same mandate. I am not 
saying that what God has called you to do is going to be totally unique in that 
nobody has thought of it before or that nobody else is going to be doing that.

Ultimately the goal that you are heading for is bringing together the Kingdom of 
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God in these last days to the culmination of God’s plan and purpose for His 
church. So whatever God has called you to do it is going to be a piece of the 
puzzle if you like. You will be a loner, but yet you have to be part of the broad 
picture. This is the danger of moving out on your own and starting a business in 
opposition to somebody else. You need to realize that all these businesses are 
being bought out by the Big Guy! We all have the same Boss. Don’t ever forget 
that.

God has called you to do something unique, and others will oppose you. Others 
will tell you, you are deceived. They will tell you that you are confused. They will 
try and squeeze you, and they will try and pull you back in their mold, to do it the 
way they are doing it. But you are a spiritual entrepreneur. You will be running 
your spiritual business differently.

Do not be moved! There is no great business out there today that was not 
started by one or two people who had nothing going for them, but stuck it out. 
And the man who is known as the richest man in the world today, who owns this 
big computer corporation, was not such a wonderful guy when he started out. 
But he had a vision. He was an entrepreneur. I am not saying he was inspired by 
God, do not misunderstand me. I am using him as an illustration. He stuck it 
through, and he followed through the convictions of his heart, and built 
something big.

You see the same pattern there. The world is trying to squeeze him and trying to 
oppose and destroy him, because it goes against the status quo. And if you are 
called to be an apostle that is exactly what you are going to be doing in a 
spiritual sense. You are going to have a vision and a goal to do something that 
you were probably never equipped to do in the first place; that you have no 
natural ability or capability of doing.

But God will give you that ability, and He has placed something within you. He 
has placed a burning within you that will not go away. And as foolish as what it 
seems you cannot get away from it. It burns you and it grabs you.

Chapter 3 Patterns of Scriptural Apostles

Now I am going to end by looking at just three people from the Scriptures that 
are types of the apostle. I want to take their lives and their experiences to show 
you what I believe is a pattern. And you will see yourself fitting into some of this 
pattern. You may also find yourself not fitting into some of the pattern. But the 
Scripture says that, 

"In the mouth of two or three witnesses, let every word be 
established." (Matt. 18:16, 2 Cor. 13:1, Deut. 19:15). 
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When you have two witnesses saying the same thing, the chances are they are 
telling the truth. When you add a third one to it, it becomes even more 
believable.

I am going to look at three characters from the Scriptures, and their lives and 
their experiences. They are men who fit into the role of spiritual entrepreneurs, 
apostles of God. You will see a pattern, and you will see similarities in their very 
experience that seem to point to a possible pattern that you are likely to see in 
your own life.

Who are these men? Moses, firstly. When God first began to lead me in ministry 
and prepare me for the apostolic calling, He kept telling me, "You’re Moses, 
you’re Moses." People out there were speaking about "The Elijah Task" and the 
Elijah’s of God, and the Joshua’s and everybody else. Nobody seemed to like 
old Moses. I kept thinking, "I must be missing this. Why am I backing Moses, 
and everybody else is doing Elijah? Hey Lord, why me?" Then the Lord began 
to show me that Moses is a scriptural type of the apostle.

As we look into the New Testament we find the very first apostle of the New 
Testament, known as the Apostle and High Priest of our confession, Jesus. And 
then who else, what better example, than the great apostle Paul, that we have 
spoken about so much here already? I want you to go with me through the lives 
of these three people, and I want you to see the similarities that occurred in their 
lives. 

Apostles are Called from the Womb

Apostolic Type: Moses

What happened to Moses? As Moses was due to be born, the Pharaoh of Egypt 
issued a decree to the midwives that brought the Hebrew children into the world. 
And the instruction was this. 

"If any male child is born, kill him at birth. Save only the females." 
(Exodus 1:16).

Moses was born, a male child. According to the law of the land, he was 
supposed to die. Satan tried to destroy him at birth, but he was protected. He 
was saved. The wonderful thing is God turned the situation right around, so that 
the very Pharaoh who tried to kill him, was the one who ended up protecting him, 
because it was his daughter that took Moses in.

Apostolic Type: Jesus
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When the wise men came to Herod to ask, 

"Where is He who is born King of the Jews, for we have seen His star 
in the east and have come to worship Him," (Matthew 2:2).

Herod immediately set about finding this King who was a threat to him. Satan 
knew. He knew the Messiah was to be born. The Scriptures had declared it. The 
prophets had spoken it. 

"You Bethlehem Ephrathah, who art least among the princes of 
Judah, from you shall come forth a Governor who shall rule My 
people Israel." (Matthew 2:6).

He knew the Messiah was due to be born.

When these wise men came with the sign of the star, Satan knew. It was not just 
Herod who was afraid. It was Satan that was inspiring him and wanted to destroy 
Him at birth. And because the wise men only arrived when Jesus was already a 
couple of years old – they did not arrive in the stable – Herod had all children 
under two killed to make sure that he destroyed Him. But He was protected, the 
angel warning His parents, 

"Take the child and flee to Egypt, because Herod wants to kill Him." 
(Matthew 2:13).

Apostolic Type: Paul

We do not know about Paul. We do not know about his early life, his birth and 
childhood. But I dare say if you went back in history, you would find that Paul 
had problems in his birth.

"Remember the word that I [Jesus] said unto you, The servant is not 
greater than his lord. If they have persecuted Me [Jesus], they will 
persecute you; if they have kept My [Jesus'] saying, they will keep 
yours also… Herein is our love made perfect, that we may have 
boldness in the day of judgment: because as He [Jesus] IS [right 
NOW], SO ARE WE IN THE WORLD…" (John 15:20 & 1st John 4:17).

"The disciple is not above his Master, nor the servant above his 
Lord. It is enough for the disciple that he be AS his Master, and the 
servant AS his Lord. If they have called the Master [Jesus] of the 
house Beelzebub, how much more shall they call them of His [Jesus'] 
household?" (Matthew 10:24-25).
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"Inasmuch as ye [all of you] have done it unto one of the least of 
these My [Jesus'] BRETHREN, ye [all of you] have done it unto ME 
[JESUS] … Inasmuch as ye [all of you] did it not to one of the least of 
these [My brethren], ye [all of you] did it not to ME [Jesus]" (Matt. 
25:40b & 45b).

"I John, who ALSO am YOUR BROTHER, and COMPANION [Gk: 'A co-
participant:--companion, partake, partaker (with)'] IN TRIBULATION 
[persecution], AND IN THE KINGDOM AND PATIENCE [endurance] of 
Jesus Christ…" (Rev. 1:9). 

The very elect are all "companions and brothers" in our quest for 
the Kingdom of Jesus Christ. Where Jesus walked, WE WILL 
WALK. Where John walked, WE WILL WALK. Where John stood, 
we all have stood or will yet stand.

We all must walk the walk that Jesus Christ walked! We must all
"take up our cross." We must all 

"OVERCOME… even as I [Jesus] also OVERCAME [‘overcame the 
WORLD,’ John 16:33], and am set down with My Father in His throne" 
(Rev. 3:21).

We must all "follow Christ." Peter puts it this way: 

"For even hereunto were ye [ALL OF YOU] called: because Christ 
also suffered [Gk: 'to experience a sensation or impression (usually 
painful):--feel, passion, suffer, vex'] for us, leaving us an EXAMPLE [Gk: 
'an underwriting, i.e. copy for imitation (figuratively):--example'], that we 
should FOLLOW [Gk: 'to accompany:--follow (after)'] HIS STEPS: Who 
did NO SIN, neither was guile [Gk: 'a trick (bait), i.e. (figuratively) wile:--
craft, deceit, guile, subtlety']  found in His mouth: Who, when he was 
reviled [Gk: 'TO REPROACH, i.e. VILIFY (SPEAK ILL OF, MALIGN, 
DEGENERATE, RUN DOWN, PULL TO PIECES, BELITTLE, 
DISPARAGE, LIBEL):--REVILE, ABUSIVE, i.e. A BLACKGUARD (A LOW 
CONTEMPTIBLE PERSON, SCOUNDREL, A GROUP OF MENIAL 
WORKERS (USUALLY IN THE KITCHEN OF A LARGE HOUSEHOLD, 
THE SERVANTS OF AN ARMY, CAMP FOLLOWERS), TO REVILE IN 
SCURRILOUS LANGUAGE):--RAILER, REVILER', reviled [Gk: 'to rail in 
reply:—revile again'] not again; when He suffered, He threatened not; 
but committed [Gk: 'to surrender, i.e. yield up, entrust, transmit:---betray, 
bring forth, cast, commit, deliver (up), give (over, up), hazard, put in 
prison, recommend'] Himself to Him [God] that judges [corrects, set's 
right] righteously: Who His own self bare our sins in His own body on 
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the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live unto 
RIGHTEOUSNESS: by whose stripes ye [ALL OF YOU] were healed. 
For ye [ALL OF YOU] were as sheep going astray; but are now 
RETURNED unto the Shepherd and Bishop [overseer] of your souls" 
(1st Peter 2:21-25).

Notice that we are all to follow His steps. But Jesus "did NO SIN," and we 
ALL sin. There is the giant difference. We have to KEEP WALKING in His 
steps until we STOP SINNING. But the point to be made here is, that we 
must and WILL "follow His steps."

One of the clearest signs that I see again and again is that Satan will often try to 
destroy the one called to be the apostle. And if he cannot destroy that child in 
the womb, he will try and destroy the child as it comes out of the womb. 

"And there appeared a great wonder in heaven [in the spirit realm]; a 
woman ['But when the fullness of the time was come, God sent forth His 
Son, made of a woman, made under the law, to redeem them that were 
under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons. And because 
ye are sons ... For this Hagar is mount Sinai in Arabia (where the LAW 
was giving), and answereth to (literal) Jerusalem which now is, and is in 
bondage with her children.' (Gal. 4:25)] clothed with the sun [Abraham--
Gen. 37:9], and the moon [Sarah--Gen. 37:9] under her feet, and upon 
her head a crown of twelve stars [the Twelve Sons of Israel--Gen. 
37:9]: and she [New Jerusalem, the New Covenant Church] being with 
child [Jesus and all in Him] cried, travailing in birth, and pained to be 
delivered. And there appeared another wonder in heaven [in the spirit 
realm]; and behold a great red dragon [Satan], having seven heads 
and ten horns, and seven crowns upon his heads. And his tail drew 
the third part of the stars [angels (now turned demons)] of heaven, and 
did cast them to the earth [the realm of the carnal minded]: and the 
dragon stood before the woman which was ready to be delivered, for 
to devour her child [Jesus and the Eternal Sons and Daughters of God] 
AS SOON AS IT WAS BORN. And she brought forth a man child 
[Jesus], who was to rule ['If we suffer, we shall also REIGN WITH HIM.' 
(2 Tim. 2:12)] all nations with a rod of iron ['And he that overcometh, 
and keepeth my works unto the end, to him will I give power over the 
nations: and he shall rule them with A ROD OF IRON.' (Rev. 2:26-27)]."
(Revelation 12:1-5).

If he does not succeed there he will continue to try to destroy them throughout 
the life of that person to prevent them from entering into what God has for them.

"[Satan] the accuser of OUR BRETHREN is cast down, which 
accused them [Jesus and the Eternal Sons and Daughters of God]
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before our God DAY AND NIGHT [CONTINUOUSLY]." (Revelation 
12:10b).

I find that many of those that God has brought to us that are called to the 
Apostolic Ministry were almost aborted prior to birth. There are often signs right 
from the beginning there of that life being destroyed before it comes forth.

Forsaking Everything

Apostolic Type: Moses

Then as Moses grew up in Pharaoh’s household, he became a legal heir to the 
throne of Egypt. Did you know that? He was Pharaoh’s grandson. He was legally 
adopted as the son of Pharaoh’s daughter. Moses had such hope of a glorious 
future. But he had to give it up for the sake of the call. In Hebrews we are told 
that, 

"By faith Moses, when he was come to years [got older], refused to be 
called the son of Pharaoh's daughter; choosing rather to suffer 
affliction with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures [Gk: '(to 
enjoy). Full enjoyment:--enjoy, enjoyment'] of sin for a season; 
esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in 
Egypt: for he had respect unto the recompense of the reward. BY 
FAITH HE FORSOOK EGYPT, not fearing the wrath of the king: for he 
endured, as seeing Him [GOD] who is invisible." (Hebrews 11:24-27).

He had to give it up.

Apostolic Type: Jesus

And we see the Apostle and High Priest of our confession, who the Scripture 
says, 

"[Jesus] Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be 
equal with God: but MADE HIMSELF NO REPUTATION [Gk: 'to make 
empty, i.e. (figurative) to abase, neutralize, falsify: — make (of none 
effect, of no reputation, void), be in vain'], and took upon Him the form 
of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men." (Philippians 2:6-
7).

He put aside His divinity. He put aside His rights to be very God, to take upon 
Himself the form of a servant. Do you see what you will have to give up?

Apostolic Type: Paul
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What about the great apostle Paul? What about this man who was involved in 
the highest Jewish council of the day, who had been trained at the foot of the 
most intelligent and well-known and well-respect trainer of men? Paul was a 
disciple of Gamaliel, that great teacher who had such a name. Man, if you went 
to look for a job in those days and they said, "Qualifications?" and you said, 
"Well, I was trained by Gamaliel," they would say, "Oh. Please, please, come 
and sit down. Welcome!" You were a man of repute.

"Circumcised the eight day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of 
Benjamin, an Hebrew of the Hebrews; as touching the law, a 
Pharisee; Concerning zeal, PERSECUTING THE CHURCH [Paul 
counted persecuting the true believers as something of which to be proud 
because he was 'joyfully condemning all those who do not subscribe to 
his brand of Christianity']; touching the righteousness which is in the 
law, BLAMELESS [irreproachable, faultless, immaculate]. But what 
things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ. Yea 
doubtless, and I COUNT ALL THINGS LOSS for the excellency of the 
knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for Whom I have SUFFERED 
LOSS OF ALL THINGS, and DO COUNT THEM BUT DUNG, that I 
might win Christ. (Phil. 3:5-8). 

To me it is a thing of overwhelming amazement that what most Christians around 
the world aspire to BE and ACCOMPLISH in their spiritual walk with God, is the 
very thing that our Apostle Paul called: "DUNG"! 

The Christian world is teaching and striving to KEEP THE COMMANDMENTS 
OF MOSES IN THEIR HEARTS—The Apostle Paul already accomplished that 
feat and he called that great accomplishment of perfect commandment 
keeping—"DUNG"! 

"… I AM a Pharisee, the son of a Pharisee…" (Acts 23:6).

"… after the most straitest [very strictest] sect of our religion I live a 
Pharisee" (Acts 26:5).

"Circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of 
Benjamin, an Hebrew of the Hebrews; as touching the law, a 
Pharisee; Concerning zeal, PERSECUTING THE CHURCH; touching 
the righteousness which is in the law, BLAMELESS" (Phil. 3:6). 
Moffatt translates this word blameless, "immaculate." 

And An American Translation by Good speed translates this verse, 

"…and by the Law’s standard of uprightness, NO FAULT COULD BE 
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FOUND IN ME."

Paul had to COME OUT of the mother church of which he was totally 
dedicated all the days of his life. Paul was a good Jew, but he 
was a bad Christian. 

Many things that the Church today aspires to are the very things 
that Paul repented of and called "dung."

Paul was so well known that he was involved there while they were stoning 
Stephen. He was right there in the Sanhedrin, the highest officials of the law of 
the land. This guy had a lot going for him. He was high up. But he had to give it 
up for the sake of the call. And there is something the Scriptures do not tell us, 
and that is they do not tell us whether Paul was ever married. We know as Paul 
writes in his epistles, he indicates that it is quite clear that he is unmarried.

Tradition tells us that for Paul to hold the kind of position that he did, he would 
need to have been married. It was only married men that were appointed to such 
positions. If that was the case, Paul was a divorcee or a widower. I tell you what 
the chances are, and he does not tell us, but the chances are Paul had to give 
up his marriage too for the sake of the call.

"Am I not an apostle? am I not free? have I not seen Jesus Christ our 
Lord? are not ye [all of you] my work in the Lord? If I be not an 
apostle unto others, yet doubtless I am to you: for the seal [Gk: 'A 
signet (as fencing in or protecting from misappropriation); implication the 
stamp impressed (as a mark of privacy, or genuineness), literal or 
figurative:--seal'] of mine apostleship [Gk: 'Commission, i.e. 
(specifically) apostolate (the dignity or office of an apostle):--apostleship']
are ye in the Lord. Mine answer to them that do examine me is this, 
Have we not power to eat and to drink? HAVE WE NOT POWER TO 
LEAD ABOUT [Gk: 'To take around (as a companion); reflexive to walk 
around:--compass, go (round) about, lead about, to take with us on 
missionary trips'] a sister, A WIFE AS WELL AS OTHER APOSTLES, 
and as [like James & Jude] the brethren of the Lord, and Cephas 
[Peter, who also was married--'And when Jesus was come into Peter's 
house, he saw his (Peter's) WIFE'S mother laid, and sick of a fever.' 
(Matt. 8:14)]? Or I only and Barnabas, have not we power to forbear 
working? If others be partakers of this power over you, are not we 
rather? Nevertheless WE HAVE NOT USED THIS POWER; but suffer 
all things, LEST WE SHOULD HINDER THE GOSPEL of Christ." (1st 
Corinthians 9:1-6, 12).

The chances are that when Paul turned to Christ, his wife turned her back on 
33



him and left him. And Paul made the choice. He made the commitment to go all 
the way and to even remain celibate. Now do not worry, apostles, God is not 
calling you to become celibate to be an apostle. But He is going to call you to 
give up, perhaps, some of the things that mean the most to you in life.

Are you prepared to do that? Are you prepared to give up the glory? Are you 
prepared to give up the financial position? Are you prepared to give up the 
business position? Are you prepared to give up the inheritance or whatever it is 
that you are boasting in? Are you prepared to do that for the call of God? If you 
are not, then you do not have what it takes to be an apostle.

Death of a Vision

An apostle has to go through a death of a vision.

Apostolic Type: Moses

Moses had a great vision that he was going to be the deliverer. He knew that 
God had put him there to save the children of Israel from slavery and to deliver 
them from Pharaoh and from Egypt. And he knew exactly how he was going to 
do it. That day when he saw the Egyptian beating the slave, and he reached in 
there and killed him and buried him, he thought he had it all together.

But it all backfired on him and he ended up running away from Pharaoh in fear. 
His whole goal and vision died. 

"And when he was full FORTY YEARS OLD, IT CAME INTO HIS 
HEART [he had a vision] to visit his brethren the children of Israel. 
And seeing one of them suffer wrong, he defended him, and avenged 
him that was oppressed, and smote the Egyptian: for he supposed 
his brethren would have understood how that God by his hand would 
deliver them: but they understood not. And the next day he showed 
himself unto them as they strove [Gk: 'To war, i.e. (figuratively) to 
quarrel, dispute:--fight'], and would have set [Gk: 'To drive together, i.e. 
(figuratively) exhort (to reconciliation)'] them at one again, saying, Sirs, 
ye [both of you are] are brethren [relatives, brothers, family]; why do ye 
[both of you] wrong one to another? But he that did his neighbor 
wrong thrust [pushed] him away, saying, Who made thee a ruler and a 
judge over us? Wilt thou kill me, as thou diddest the Egyptian 
yesterday? Then fled Moses at this saying, and was a stranger in the 
land of Median, where he begat two sons. And when FORTY YEARS 
were expired [now Moses is 80 years old], there appeared to him in the 
wilderness of mount Sinai an angel of the Lord in a flame of fire in a 
bush [He had GOD'S VISION this time]."  (Acts 7:23-30).
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You are going to go through death of a vision, or, correction, you are going to go 
through many deaths of visions. You are going to go through ‘DEATH’. Oh dear!

Apostolic Type: Jesus

Jesus came as the Jewish Messiah, the One who had been prophesied of, the 
One whom they had sung about all through the years, had longed for and hoped 
for. Here He was.

"Here I am, your Messiah!"

They said, "You can’t be the Messiah. We don’t want our Messiah to look like 
that. You’re not good enough to be our Messiah. You’re just an ordinary 
carpenter. How can you come and be the Messiah?"

Jesus stood and He wept over Jerusalem and said, 

"Oh Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you that stones the prophets. How often 
would I have gathered you as a hen gathers her chicks, but you 
would not." (Matthew 23:37, Luke 13:34).

We read that, "Jesus wept" as He perceived the near-at-hand destruction of 
Jerusalem. And yet He fully knew that it was all of God His Father, and at 
the appointed time Jerusalem and its citizens would be starved, tortured, 
and utterly destroyed by the armies of Titus. I too weep over the present 
evils of this world and those yet impending.

Jesus had to die to that vision and let it go.

Apostolic Type: Paul

How about Paul? Imagine in today’s society somebody of the reputation of Paul 
becoming a Christian. Do you know how many churches would want him to be 
there to give his testimony? They would make movies of it. Organizations would 
be buying the rights to his story - of how he was riding along, and the light shone 
from heaven, and he was knocked off his horse, and this voice spoke to him…

"Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou Me? ... I am Jesus whom thou 
persecutest: it is hard for thee to kick against the pricks ... Arise, and 
go into the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do. " (Acts 
9:4-6).

"This man who was killing the Christians, who hated them with a 
passion, is now preaching the gospel!" (Galatians 1:23)
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He would have been famous. But Paul hid away for fourteen years. Then he took 
another three years before he finally manifested to the church. 

"But when it pleased God, who separated me from my mother's 
womb, and called me by His grace, to reveal His Son in me, that I 
might preach Him among the heathen; immediately I conferred not 
with flesh and blood: neither went I up to Jerusalem to them which 
were apostles before me; but I went into Arabia, and returned again 
unto Damascus. Then AFTER THREE YEARS [in the wilderness of 
Arabia] I went up to Jerusalem to see Peter, and abode with him 
fifteen days." (Galatians 1:15-18).

This great man, who had held this great position, had to die to that vision he 
had. He had to die completely before the Lord could raise him up and bring him 
to be the great apostle to the Gentiles.

Obscurity

There is always a time of obscurity before manifestation in the life of the 
apostle.

Apostolic Type: Moses

Moses was this great man who was heir to the throne of Egypt, a great strong 
man who was educated and had the doctorates of Egypt. This man was brilliant. 
But you know what he ended up doing? Looking after sheep in the backside of 
the desert. Here you have this great Doctor, Reverend, Ph. D., C.C.F.F., M.D. 
(whatever) Moses standing there in the backside of the desert with a stick in his 
hand, looking after sheep!

Apostolic Type: Jesus

What about Jesus, born to be the Son of God, the Savior of the world? The 
prophecies were given over Him. The shepherds came. The wise men arrived 
with their gifts. He was born to be the Savior of the world. But you do not hear 
about Him until the age of twelve, and then He disappears until about the age of 
thirty. What happened to Him during that period? Who knows? We do not know. 
He was hidden away in obscurity.

Do you want to be an apostle of God? Have you got the call? Are you ready to 
go?

"Well, the Lord’s called me. He’s told me I’m called to be an apostle. Where do I 

36



start advertising? Do I go on national TV now?"

"No, go disappear for a while."

"But how will people know that I’m there?"

"They’re not supposed to. You’re going to have to be in obscurity before you can 
be manifested to the world."

Apostolic Type: Paul

Paul Immediately after his conversion retired into the solitudes of Arabia:

"Neither went I up to Jerusalem to them [the twelve] which were 
apostles before me; but I went into Arabia, and returned again unto 
Damascus. Then AFTER THREE YEARS I went up to Jerusalem to 
see Peter, and abode with him fifteen days. Then FOURTEEN YEARS 
after I went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, and took Titus with 
me also." (Gal. 1:17-18; 2:1), 

Perhaps of "Sinai in Arabia," for the purpose, probably, of devout study and 
meditation on the marvelous revelation that had been made to him. "A veil of 
thick darkness hangs over this visit to Arabia. Of the scenes among which he 
moved, of the thoughts and occupations which engaged him while there, of all 
the circumstances of a crisis which must have shaped the whole tenor of his 
after-life, absolutely nothing is known. 'Immediately,' says St. Paul, 'I went away 
into Arabia.' The historian passes over the incident [comp. Acts 9:23 and 1 Kings 
11:38, 39]. It is a mysterious pause, a moment of suspense, in the apostle's 
history, a breathless calm, which ushers in the tumultuous storm of his active 
missionary life." Coming back, after three years, to Damascus, he began to 
preach the gospel "boldly in the name of Jesus" (Acts 9:27), but was soon 
obliged to flee from the Jews and betake himself to Jerusalem. 

Miraculous Call

The next sign of the apostle is a miraculous call.

Apostolic Type: Moses

As Moses was standing there looking after the sheep one day, suddenly he 
looked at an ordinary little bush and it burst into flame without being burned up. 
And as he came near, the Angel of the Lord spoke to him. The Angel of the Lord 
was a theophany, a manifestation of God. And God spoke to him and called to 
him out of that bush. It was a miraculous call.
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"Moses, go back to Egypt and deliver My people."

Apostolic Type: Jesus

How about Jesus? He came up out of obscurity to the River Jordan to be 
baptized by John. Nobody even noticed Him amongst the crowd. He was just an 
ordinary guy. John knew Him because they were relatives. Nobody else knew 
who He was. And as He came up out of the water (capow!) the heavens opened, 
the dove came down and a voice boomed out, "This is My beloved Son in 
whom I am well pleased!" There was nothing tame about that one let me tell 
you. It was a miraculous call, a dynamic call.

Apostolic Type: Paul

How about Paul? Well, we spoke about him already. He was just riding along on 
his horse minding his own business going to kill Christians, and suddenly a light 
shone and knocked him off his horse. And he heard the voice saying, "Saul, 
Saul."

"Oh, you know me?"

"Come on, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?"

"Who are you, Lord?"

"I am Jesus. I’m the guy you’re persecuting!"

That was miraculous all right. Apostle of God, you will get a miraculous call, and 
you will receive it directly from the Lord. You are going to get something 
powerful, direct from the Lord, as He manifests Himself to you.

You can read of some of the other apostles that God is raising up in these days. 
They are men who have walked in the Spirit, men who have had visions of the 
kingdom of God and Satan's kingdom, and who have been taken in the Spirit. 
They have had the Lord reveal Himself to them in unique ways, and led them to 
do things and to establish works that have never been established before.

Do you want to know who they are? Just go and see who is getting the most 
opposition today. Just go and see who they are writing all the articles against on 
the Internet. There are sometimes even books being published against them. 
Very often they are apostles of God. Yes, there are heretics out there too. But 
many of them are mighty men of God.

Confrontational
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One of the other signs of the apostolic calling that we see in the lives of these 
three men is confrontation with the enemy.

Apostolic Type: Moses

Moses had to go there and confront enemy number one – Pharaoh himself. He 
had to go and stand in front of him and say, "Hey you, big guy! God says, ‘Let 
My people go! Get your hands off them.’" And then the fight began. Then the 
plagues began, and all the problems and the conflict, the turmoil and the 
difficulty it took as he confronted Pharaoh.

Apostolic Type: Jesus

Jesus confronted the Pharaoh of this world. Right when He came out of the 
waters of baptism He went out into the wilderness, and for forty days as He 
fasted He was tempted and tested by the devil. He confronted Him.

Apostolic Type: Paul

Paul – we do not know exactly who Paul confronted or how he confronted, but 
he seemed to know pretty much about the Kingdom of Darkness. I think Paul 
had a time out there, possibly in Arabia and Damascus, as he came back from 
Arabia, where he waited for three years. Paul had his time. He knew all about 
spiritual warfare. You just read Ephesians 6 and you will find out Paul knew all 
about it.

He must have been into sports as well because he often used illustrations from 
the natural. He said, "We’re wrestling here." Paul knew all about wrestling 
matches. He said, "We’re wrestling against the devil." And he began to 
describe the different levels of the Kingdom of Darkness. Paul knew about it, let 
me tell you. He had confrontation with the evil one.

Suffering for the Call

Then you are going to suffer. I keep saying this don’t I? Who are you going to 
have suffering and opposition from? Very often from the very people you are 
ministering to.

Apostolic Type: Moses

Moses went back to those miserable Israelites. He had a good thing going there 
in the backside of the desert. All the sheep did was just eat their grass and go to 
sleep and drink water. They were easy to look after. He would just whack them a 
little bit every now and then and they would come in line. And if you walk and 
you call them they follow you, no problem. You get the odd dumb sheep that 
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goes astray and you just pull them back in again.

Not so with the dumb million sheep that God gave him out there in the desert, 
though. The Israelite nation have been rebelling against God for years. They 
gave Moses gray hairs. The Bible says that Moses died with all of his hair and 
his eyesight was still good, but I would suspect that he probably was gray by the 
time he died, looking after all those people.

It is tough being the apostolic leader of God. People are going to complain and 
moan. You will have the Korah’s that are going to rise up and say, "You think 
you’re such a hotshot Mr. Big deal apostle. Hey, I have a doctorate. I have a 
degree, I’ve got qualifications. I come from the high strata of society." That is 
how Korah and his crowd were. You go and read about it. They were the 
hotshots. Moses was just this dumb shepherd from the backside of the desert.

"Who is he to want to come and lead these people? He’s not even qualified. The 
man’s got no education!"

You will face it, let me tell you, if you want to be an apostle of God.

Apostolic Type: Jesus

How about Jesus? He was hated and persecuted by the very people He came to 
- the Pharisees and the Scribes. These were men who knew the Word and were 
the very ones who had marveled at His intelligence when He sat in the temple at 
the age of twelve. He got opposition and persecution, and they wanted to kill 
Him.

Apostolic Type: Paul

How about Paul? Poor old Paul. Wherever he went he had trouble. He had a 
thorn in the flesh. It became so bad he kept crying out to the Lord and saying, 
"Lord, you’ve got to deliver me. Lord, let me out of this thing." And the Lord 
said, "Tough, you’re called to be an apostle. Do it yourself." It is not going to 
be an easy road. I keep getting back to that, I am afraid.

Miraculous Ministry

One of the other signs of the apostolic ministry is a ministry in the miraculous; a 
tapping into the power of God with signs and wonders.

Apostolic Type: Moses

As Moses stood there, being told by God to go back to the Israelites and to 
Pharaoh, he kind of argued about it. He felt insecure. He argued with the Lord.
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He said, "Lord if I go there, what proof do I have? Lord, can I have some 
credentials, please? I need credentials to produce, to prove to these 
people that I am qualified. Who am I going to say sent me? I haven’t been 
sent by any organization. How am I going to prove that You sent me?"

If you want to be an apostle, you are not going to be sent by man, you are going 
to get sent by God. You are not going to have any organization backing you nor 
will you be under anybody’s covering.

"Oh dear, that’s heresy brother. You’ve got to be under covering!"

Not if you are an apostle. You are sent by God. Do you want credentials? God 
gave Moses two.

He said, 

"Take your stick and throw it down on the ground."

When Moses did it became a serpent. God said, 

"Put your hand here in your bosom. Pull it out."

It became leprous. 

"Put it back."

He took it out and the leprosy was gone.

There were two signs that God gave to Moses; signs that proved that he was 
sent by God; miraculous signs that proved his call. Do you want to be an 
apostle? God will give you signs and proof, and part of the proof will be the 
results that you get.

Paul writing to one of the churches says, 

"You are the seal of my apostleship, you guys. The very fact that you 
exist as a church is proof that I’m an apostle, because I founded you, 
and I put you together." (1st Corinthians 9:1-3).

You will need to have signs and wonders. When Moses took that rod, he did a 
lot more than turn it into a snake, let me tell you. He parted the Red Sea with 
that rod, and he called down the plagues with that rod. Miraculous signs and 
wonders that took place in Egypt to prove to the Egyptians that God was in their 
midst.
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If you are an apostle you have the right to expect that when you go forth into 
new territory to proclaim and to do what has not been done before, that God is 
going to confirm what He has called you to do by signs following. The signs will 
be there. The results will be there. The proof will be there that what God has 
called you to do is real, because you will get results. Do not worry about 
recognition from an organization or from people. You have your credentials. Go 
and use them!

Apostolic Type: Jesus

Of course, we know that Jesus had a healing and a miracle ministry. What did 
Jesus say?

"The signs that I do are proof of who I am and that the Father is with 
Me."

They kept asking Him for proof. 

"Give us a sign. Give us proof. Give us proof that the Father sent 
You. Give us proof of who You are. Hey, we don’t see any 
qualifications. You’re just a dumb carpenter. We know your family, 
we know your heritage and You don’t come from a big name family. 
Where’s your proof?"

You will get your proof. When signs and wonders begin to take place; when you 
start ministering to the sick; when you start opening blind eyes. The moment 
they open their eyes people are not going to say, "That’s great. Now show me 
your credentials, please." They will not be doing that. They will be flocking to 
you. They will be mobbing you. You will be trying to get away from them. That is 
all the proof you need. It is all the signs you need.

Apostolic Type: Paul

Even with Paul there was signs and miracles. On several occasions because of 
the power of God upon Paul's life the Gentiles thought Paul was a god. These 
people, just a couple of days before, were so impressed with Paul and 
Barnabas when they began to move in the Spirit; when signs and wonders 
began to take place at their hands. They became so impressed with them that 
they were convinced that they were gods that had come down from heaven. The 
Greeks were always worshipping their gods and so they figured Barnabas must 
be the good-looking one because he was tall. I forget the names that they gave 
to them, but they said that Barnabas was one god, and Paul was the other. Let's 
read it.
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"And there sat a certain man at Lystra, impotent in his feet, being a 
cripple from his mother's womb, who never had walked: the same 
heard Paul speak: who steadfastly beholding him, and perceiving 
that he had faith to be healed, Said with a loud voice, Stand upright 
on thy feet. And he leaped and walked. And when the people saw 
what Paul had done, they lifted up their voices, saying in the speech 
of Lycaonia, The gods are come down to us in the likeness of men. 
And they called Barnabas, Jupiter [Zeus]; and Paul, Mercurius 
[Hermes], because he was the chief speaker. Then the priest of 
Jupiter, which was before their city, brought oxen and garlands unto 
the gates, and would have done sacrifice with the people. Which 
when the apostles, Barnabas and Paul, heard of, they rent their 
clothes, and ran in among the people, crying out, and saying, Sirs, 
why do ye these things? We also are men of like passions with you, 
and preach unto you that ye should turn from these vanities [idols] 
unto the living God, which made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and 
all things that are therein," (Acts 14:8-15).

If you look at the gods that they chose, the god they chose for Barnabas was 
the tall good-looking guy. And the one they chose for Paul was the little runt who 
did all the talking. He was the big god’s spokesman. That gives you an idea of 
what Paul looked like. He was an ugly little bald-headed guy with a hook nose, 
so tradition says and he talked a lot!

He was bit by a snake once and shook it off into the fire and the heathens 
thought he was a god.

"Howbeit they looked when he should have swollen, or fallen down 
dead suddenly: but after they had looked a great while, and saw no 
harm come to him, they changed their minds, and said that he was a 
god." (Acts 28:6).

These same people, who wanted to come and worship and offer sacrifices to 
these men as gods, just a few days later got stirred up. And it says:

"... and, having stoned Paul, drew [dragged] him out of the city, 
supposing he had been dead." (Acts 14:19b).

Now they wanted to kill him. Do you want to be an apostle? You are going to be 
worshipped, and you are going to be crucified. You are going to be lifted up, and 
you are going to get kicked in the teeth. You will get them both. It is part of the 
course. Satan hates you. And every time you begin to rise up and God begins to 
use you, and people begin to know about you, Satan is going to stir up people 
against you. Satan will try and destroy you and he will try and kill you.
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Leadership

One further sign of the apostolic call is leadership. The apostle is not a 
follower. The apostle is a leader.

Apostolic Type: Moses

When God raised Moses up He put him as the leader to lead the people of 
Israel out of Egypt. Moses heard from God and spoke the Word of God to them. 
Moses made the decisions, he took the lead, he gave the orders. Moses was 
ahead of the rest. He was right on top, taking the lead.

Apostolic Type: Jesus

Jesus led the Jews back to God.

Apostolic Type: Paul

Paul led the Gentiles to Christ. He was the great apostle to the Gentiles, and 
they all read his letters in their churches and looked to him

Receives a Pattern

I have just two more. The apostle is the receiver of a pattern.

Apostolic Type: Moses

When Moses went up onto the mountain to speak with God, God gave him a 
pattern for the tabernacle. He gave him a pattern for what was known as ‘The 
Church in the Wilderness’ (Acts 7:37-39). God spoke to Moses and said, "I 
want you to make it so long and so high and so thick, and make it of this 
and make it of that, and do it this way. Put gold here." He was exact, He was 
specific, He was explicit. So much so that God said to Moses afterwards, "Make 
sure you make it according to the pattern that I’ve given you!"

If you are an apostle, God has given you a pattern. He has given you a pattern 
for the call or the specific ministry that He has placed on you. He has given you 
a way to do it that perhaps has never been done before, but it is the right way to 
do it. It is the way God has called you to do it and it is the way that it needs to be 
done. Do not try and diverge from it. Do not try and take advice from the world or 
go taking advice from people who have tried it before. Just listen to the Lord, 
and do it the way He tells you to do it, even if it does not make sense. Follow the 
pattern!
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Apostolic Type: Jesus

Jesus had a pattern. He had a pattern for the Kingdom of God. And if you want 
to find that pattern, it is called the Sermon on the Mount. You can read about it in 
Matthew Chapters 5-7. He laid it all down systematically. "This is what the 
Kingdom of Heaven is like." Very often Jesus gave the parables to illustrate it 
and take it further. "The Kingdom of Heaven is like …" It was patterns and 
pictures – an exact picture of the way it needs to be done.

Apostolic Type: Paul

Paul had the pattern for the church. If you read the book of Ephesians, known as 
the epistle of the church, he laid the whole thing down systematically, exactly 
how the church needs to be set up.

God is starting to lay a new foundation in His church. If you are reading this, 
then it is very likely that you already know that! 

If there is one lesson that we have learned and continue to learn along this road 
is that the real fruit of ministry is found in those you pour into. The concept of 
mentorship and apostolic fatherhood has been hidden to the church for a long 
time and now as it is being resurrected, what exactly does it mean?

The real price of doing things God's way is not really the time you put into your 
ministry. It is not the money you pour into it or even how many times you preach. 
The real price is laying your life down again and again for God's people. For that 
is truly what mentorship is all about. It means being there to lay a new 
foundation in the heart of the disciple, but it also means allowing God to use you 
as a chisel to remove the old foundation in them.

It is nice and comfortable to stand behind the pulpit, preach a powerful message 
and be seen by many as anointed. Yet there is little glory in pouring your heart 
and your life into a few soldiers of Christ day in and day out. Who sees the hours 
that you spend counseling them? Who sees the agony that you have to go 
through when you have to confront them and bring the chisel to them, forging 
them into the diamond God has called them to be? And then who sees the pain 
of separation you face when the time comes for you to let them go to use all you 
have put into them.

However you will find your reward in the fruit in their lives. A day will come when 
they will stand up and preach just like you. They will stand in the same anointing 
and they will even use your illustrations and bad jokes! It is then that you truly 
understand the reality of the new pattern. For the New Pattern for the End Times 
Church is not made of brick and mortar, but on the hearts of God's people. It is 
built with flesh and blood and by the Spirit of God. And if you are willing to pay 
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the price, then you will reap the fruit.

Right now the Lord is taking His church and He is starting to sew it together. You 
see, He already had the pattern and the picture of what He wants and now He is 
sorting and dividing and deciding which piece of fabric goes there. Now when I 
was putting a garment together, it was difficult to make sense of anything.

When all the pieces were separated, it did not look much like a dress! First you 
would start with the hems. Then perhaps I would work on the each piece of the 
sleeves. However as I continued to complete each piece and then put it in place 
and sew it all together, the garment took shape!

Now each person is at a different stage of this sorting and changing. And 
perhaps you cannot even see right now which part of the body you are meant to 
be fitting into. So the most important thing for you to do is to allow the Lord to 
work on one piece at a time. Do not try right now to see the full picture, but allow 
Him to complete your ministry a piece at a time.

Do not be arrogant to think that you have the whole picture, because you will just 
end up with death. And do not be too afraid to step out and become a part of the 
picture, because then you will be left behind. Just let the Lord work on you a 
piece at a time. As the Lord led us to start training, we were like that basic 
pattern I bought to make my dress. We had a foundation to work with.

Each Apostle has their own unique design. What works for you in your ministry 
might not work for another. So allow the Lord to work on you and leave your 
brother to get the revelation for himself. What is God saying to you right now? 
What is the single direction that He has given you? Then complete that 
direction! Complete that one piece. And then when you have finished it, the Lord 
will give you something else to work on. As you allow yourself to be led by the 
Holy Spirit in this way, then you will begin to see the fuller picture and where you 
fit in with everyone else.

Together we are all heading towards the same goal. The Lord is establishing His 
End Times Church and forging a beautiful garment out of us. May you stand in 
His purity and shine as the Bride that He has called you to be!

The glory of man comes and it goes. But the blessing and foundation of God will 
remain for generations to come. Now is the time to build the correct pattern. A 
pattern that will continue long after you are gone. Be prepared to pay the price. 
Be prepared to teach, to laugh and to cry with those God gives you. Be prepared 
to be a simple servant of God with a new pattern to establish. May the Lord 
enable and bless you as you walk the road that is set before you!

Get Trained!: You will not find another ministry anywhere else with the variety of 
Fivefold Ministry training. If you have a Fivefold Ministry call, then its time to 
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get trained! Contact Us about how you can begin training for your calling.

Old to New

Then finally, the apostle leads from the old to the new.

Apostolic Type: Moses

Moses brought the people out of Egypt from the place of slavery and bondage, 
the old life, and he led them out into the place of blessing, the promised land, 
the Canaan land of God. He had to lead them out of where they were. He had to 
bring them out, with no thought of going back. They had come with their families, 
with their wives and their children, with their animals, with their possessions. 
They left nothing behind. They had to come out of Egypt and have no thought of 
going back to it. They needed to come into a new land that flowed with milk and 
honey.

Apostolic Type: Jesus

Jesus led the Jews out of the law that they had boasted in for so many years, 
into grace. He led them out of condemnation into love. Oh man, they kept 
wanting to go back.

The Jews in Egypt on their way to Canaan kept hankering back to Egypt.

"Oh man, the good old flesh pots of Egypt, and the garlic and the onions and the 
leaks."

They just kept wanting to go back there, and God had to keep shoving them on. 
At one stage He even had to send hornets to help them along and persuade 
them. Jesus had the same problem with the Jews.

Apostolic Type: Paul

Paul led the Gentiles from being outcasts who were rejected from the Kingdom 
of God and considered nobodies, to coming into the fold and being accepted into 
the Kingdom of God.

If you are called to be an apostle, the people that God has called you to minister 
to, and the pattern and the principle and the whole motivation of what God has 
called you to do, is to lead people out of where they are into something new.

Resistance to Change
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Now you are going to fight the RC factor. Yes, you might fight the Roman 
Catholic church as well, but that is not what I am talking about. It is resistance to 
change. You are going to fight it and have problems with it. People are going to 
kick against it. People are used to going to church in a certain way. They are 
used to being there on a Sunday and warming pews and leaving the pastor to 
do everything. We will be looking at a lot more of some of the patterns and 
principles that God is giving to His apostles in these last days.

But if you are somebody who does not like change, forget about being an 
apostle. If you are somebody who is not prepared to kick against the status quo 
aka Mystery Babylon, you are not capable of being an apostle, because God is 
calling you to bring about change. You need to lead people out of one into the 
other. You will need to bring a change to their way of thinking. You will have to 
change where they are, and lead them into a new place where they have never 
been before.

If there is only one thing constant about the apostolic call, is that it is 
inconsistent! When everyone is flowing downstream, the apostle is flowing 
upstream. It's easy to identify those with an apostolic call. While many are 
content with the church "the way it is" the apostle sees what can be changed. 
Sometimes this can get you into a lot of trouble though. You will come to 
discover something called:

The RC Factor

RC stands for "Resistance to Change." This is not something new to human 
society. Consider poor Moses who spent all those years with the children of 
Israel, only to see that entire generation die in the desert. Even Jesus faced this 
same conflict with His own disciples. Even after He had risen from the dead, His 
disciples still asked, 

"Lord now will you restore the Kingdom to Israel?"

They just could not get the concept that His salvation reached beyond reclaiming 
the throne.

So I have both some good news and some bad news for you.

The Bad News.

You will fight the RC factor in people for as long as you live.

The Good News

Jesus is not dead! Even though it seems that people just will not see the truth, 
the Holy Spirit is alive and well and capable of bringing change.
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So what is your job in all of this? Your responsibility is to press on with the 
calling that you have and to not give up. Do not allow others to de-motivate you 
or tell you that "it cannot be done." If the Lord has given you a vision for ministry, 
hang on tight. Who would have thought that the most qualified Pharisee would 
end up being sent to the Gentiles, as Apostle Paul was? He came with some 
crazy ideas, but here you find a man that could truly let go of the RC factor!

As you continue to invest into people and continue to sow in the spirit, change 
will come. Not only because you press on with what God has given you, but 
because you have the Holy Spirit at your side, helping you all of the way. You 
are not alone in your calling. The Holy Spirit will soften hearts and open doors 
on your behalf. Your job is to press on towards the promised land and to hold 
onto the hope of glory!

Testing your RC Factor levels

RC stands for "Resistance to Change." This week, consider the goals and 
visions you have for ministry afresh. Allow the fire in you to burn again. Then 
perhaps take a good look at yourself, do YOU have the RC Factor? Could it be 
that the Lord has been trying to lead you into some new directions that you are 
afraid of going?

I cannot tell you how many times the Lord has tested us on our RC factor. 
Sometimes it can be so humbling. When we started out, we preached fervently 
against the use of titles. Until one day, the Lord told us to use titles to let people 
know who we were. What a death that was and how humiliating! Then there was 
the time when we boasted as a ministry on never having to make financial 
appeals. We worked hard for our money and we liked it that way. That was until 
we faced a crisis situation and suddenly had to live on donations. Again ... so 
humbling. There goes your pride, your ideals and ... your RC Factor.

You know, sometimes I think the Lord does things like that just to test our RC 
Factor level from time to time. At the end of the day, you come to realize that no 
matter what your own convictions and visions are, that the Lord should be in 
control of every step you take. If you can relate to what I am sharing, then get 
used to it. Welcome to the Apostolic Calling!

So how high is your RC? As you deal with this in yourself, it will automatically 
spill over to those around you and bring change. So check out your RC factor 
this week and get ready to take some new turns in your apostolic walk!

All of these things are involved in 
being an apostle – and many more. 
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This is just an introduction here. So, 
where do you stand? Have you 
identified any of these things as I 
have shared them? What signs have 
shown in your life, of the call to 
apostleship? Perhaps after reading 
this chapter you now know without a 
doubt that you are not called to be an 
apostle. If that is the case I am glad, 
because it could be an awful mistake 
getting involved in this if you are not 
called to it. You will die.
Perhaps though you are called to it, and you suspect it after reading this. In fact 
you have more than a suspicion. If you have that sick feeling in the pit of your 
stomach that says, "Oh dear, that’s me," then I have good news for you. God is 
going to raise you up to the highest ministry office. Do not worry about the bad 
news. God will take you through. He is going to lift you up and He is going to use 
you for His glory. And you will take part in the greatest move of all time, as the 
Lord brings us to the final consummation of His plan and purpose for His church.

Signs of Apostolic Calling Checklist

The road to identifying your apostolic calling can be a lot like being in an 
unfamiliar country without a map. It might look like chaos, not knowing which 
way to go and when you finally do see some sort of sign, it does not even look 
like it is written in a language you understand! Yet just like I had a faithful driver 
to get me safely to the other side, so also you have the Holy Spirit to take you 
through this traffic jam. Not only that, but you have me, your faithful GPS to show 
you the way.

So I will begin by translating some of the signs for you. There are over 20 
different signs that will confirm your apostolic calling without a doubt, but I will 
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give you only 10 for now. 

So here we go, round the bend, take a right to the next set of traffic lights and 
then stop when you see the sign up ahead...Signs of the Apostolic Call!

Signs Apostolic Call

1. Unique and always seeking to do things differently -- The Apostle 
always has fresh ideas and a new way of doing things.

2. Trained in obscurity -- The Apostle is not put into the limelight, but 
trained where no one can see him rise up.

3. Miraculous Call --The Apostle will receive a call from the Lord directly. It 
will be miraculous, personal and then confirmed later by others. Without 
this personal call and conviction, there is nothing to base your apostolic 
calling on.

4. Call to leadership -- The Apostle is not a follower, but a leader. Capable 
of being a servant as well as the master.

5. Receives the Pattern -- The Apostle is one that has received a specific 
pattern and mandate from the Lord

6. Leads from old to new -- The Apostle leads God's people from the old to 
the new.

7. Forsaking Everything -- The Lord will often call the Apostle to leave 
home, country, friends and church many times as part of his training.

8. Exposure to all of the Fivefold Ministries -- The Apostle will be trained 
in all of the fivefold ministries. Although he might not hold the office for 
all of them, he would at least be able to function in some way in all of 
them.

9. Exposure to different doctrines and denominations --The Apostle will 
be exposed to different doctrines and denominations as part of his 
training. The Lord will expose him to the entire Body of Christ

10. Letting Go -- The Apostolic walk is one of letting go. To continually let 
go of your ideas and what you grew up to believe, to fully become all 
things to all men.

I want you to see firstly that each one of them was called from the womb; was set 
apart before birth, and ordained for the purpose that God had called them to.

Chapter 4 Old Testament Types of New End-Times 
Apostles

New Pattern Schematic

The End Times Church is being established on a pattern which partially 
resembles the Early Church, but a full pattern is better obtained by considering 
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the allegories God has given us from the Old Testament.

Apostolic Offices

God is establishing four different realms of operation for the Apostolic Office in 
these last days. These are based on the structure given by the early leaders of 
Israel as follows:

 The Moses Apostle
 The David Apostle
 The Joshua Apostle
 The Solomon Apostle

"Our fathers had the tabernacle [Gk: 'A tent or cloth hut (literal or 
figurative):--habitation, tabernacle'] of witness in the wilderness, as 
he had appointed, speaking unto MOSES, that he should make 
it [God's house/people] according to the fashion [Gk: '("type"), i.e. a 
model (for imitation):--example, fashion, figure, form, manner, pattern'] 
that he had seen. Which also our fathers that came after 
brought in [God's house/people] with JOSHUA into the 
possession of the Gentiles [the non-believers], whom God drave 
out before the face of our fathers, unto the days of DAVID; who 
found favor before God, and desired to find a tabernacle 
[habitation, house/people] for the God of Jacob [Israel]. But 
SOLOMON built Him an house [God's people]." (Acts 7:44-47).

Each of these apostolic types has a different emphasis, and together they 
accomplish the establishment of the Church according to the Pattern that God 
has given.

Moses Apostles

The role of this apostle is to lay a doctrinal foundation for the Church and to set 
in place a pattern that will help transition the Church from the systems of this 
world (Egypt) to the system that God has given (Promised Land).

This apostolic type has a strong emphasis on the Teaching Office.

Joshua Apostles

The role of this apostle is to practically set in place the structure laid out by the 
Moses Apostle. Thus just as Joshua took the land and apportioned it to the 
people by their tribes, so the Joshua apostle will 'take the land' and apportion 
it to the church.
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This apostolic type has a strong emphasis on evangelism and revival.

David Apostles

The role of this apostle is to gather together those who have rejected and 
moved away from the existing church system, and build them together into a new 
pattern. Just as David trained up his mighty men (a type of Five Fold Ministry
Restoring), and then brought the ark of God back to the people, so this 
apostolic type will bring about the restoration of the presence of God, with an 
emphasis on music as part of the process.

This apostolic type has a strong emphasis on the Prophetic Office.

Solomon Apostles

The role of this apostle is to bring together the old and new under a new pattern 
that will establish the fullness of God's order for the End Times Church. In order 
to accomplish this, this apostolic type will complete the pattern that is initiated 
by the David apostle, just as Solomon built the temple designed by David.

This apostolic type will make use of the principles of business and cause an 
influx of finances in order to accomplish this task.

The main emphasis of this apostolic type is the Pastoral Office. 

Since the apostles only really came into being and began to function from the 
Day of Pentecost, the only clear record that we have of the actual operation of 
the apostles is in the Acts of the Apostles, and the little bit that we see 
described in some of the epistles. We don't have a clear systematic layout to 
say, "This is how you identify an apostle. This is what an apostle does. This is 
how an apostle is trained." It is not laid out that clearly for us. In fact, this 
applies to most of the fivefold ministry.

And so if we are going to have an understanding concerning the function and the 
ministry of the apostle, it is necessary that we go back and start in the Old 
Testament. 

Full Picture in Old and New

Now the Old Testament, according to Paul, was written as an example or an 
illustration, as a model for us in the New Testament. 

"And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, He [Jesus] expounded 
[defined, explained] unto them in all the Scriptures the things 
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concerning HIMSELF" (Luke 24:27).

"And so it is written, The first man Adam was made a living soul; the 
Last Adam [Jesus Christ] was made a quickening spirit. Howbeit that 
was not first which is spiritual, but that which is NATURAL [soulish, 
physical is first]; and afterward that which is SPIRITUAL" (1st 
Corinthians 15:45-46).

"It is sown [first] a NATURAL BODY [a physical body which dies]; it is 
raised [afterward] a SPIRITUAL BODY [which is made immortal and 
never dies]…" (1st Corinthians 15:44).

"Who shall change our [first] VILE [PHYSICAL] BODY, that it may be 
fashioned like unto His [afterward] GLORIOUS [SPIRITUAL] BODY…" 
(Phil. 3:21).

"If I have told you EARTHLY [PHYSICAL] things [first], and you believe 
not, how shall you believe, if I tell you of HEAVENLY [SPIRITUAL]
things [truths or realities afterward]?" (John 3:12).  

"... seeing that there are priests that offer gifts ACCORDING TO THE 
LAW [of Moses, the Old Covenant, the PHYSICAL/carnal 
commandments]: Who serve unto THE EXAMPLE AND SHADOW OF 
HEAVENLY THINGS [SPIRITUAL REALITIES] ..." (Hebrews 8:4-5).

"For the law [the PHYSICAL/carnal commandments] having A SHADOW 
of GOOD [SPIRITUAL] THINGS TO COME, and NOT the very image of 
the [SPIRITUAL] things ..." (Hebrews 10:1).

"Now ALL these things happened unto them for examples: and they 
are written for OUR ADMONITION [to reprove, caution, warn, remind of 
obligation or duty, etc.], upon whom the ends of the world [‘eons—
ages’] are come" (1st Corinthians 10:11).

"Now these things were OUR EXAMPLES, to the intent we should not 
lust after evil things, as they also lusted" (1st Corinthians 10:6).

"For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for OUR 
LEARNING, that we through patience and comfort of the scriptures 
might have hope." (Rom. 15:4).

"Unto whom it was revealed, that NOT unto themselves, but unto US 
they did minister the things, which are now reported unto YOU by 
them that have preached the gospel unto YOU with the Holy Spirit 
sent down from heaven; which things the angels desire to look into. 
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Wherefore gird up the loins of YOUR mind, be sober, and hope to the 
end for the GRACE that is to be brought unto YOU [not ‘them’—they 
DIED not receiving the promises made to them] at the revelation of 
Jesus Christ" (1 Pet. 1:12-13). 

"These ALL DIED IN FAITH, NOT HAVING RECEIVED THE 
PROMISES… For they that say such things declare plainly that they 
SEEK a country… they DESIRE a better country, that is a 
HEAVENLY… And ALL THESE, having obtained a good report 
through faith, RECEIVED NOT THE PROMISE: God having provided 
something better thing FOR US, that THEY without US should NOT
BE MADE perfect" (Hebrews 11:13-14, 16, & 39-40). 

"This shall be written FOR THE GENERATION TO COME: and the 
people which SHALL BE [FUTURE] created shall praise the LORD." 
(Psalm 102:18).

"Let no man therefore judge you in [PHYSICAL] meat, or in 
[PHYSICAL] drink, or in respect of an [PHYSICAL] holyday, or of the 
[PHYSICAL] new moon, or of the [PHYSICAL] Sabbath days: WHICH 
ARE A [PHYSICAL] SHADOW OF [SPIRITUAL] THINGS TO COME; but 
the [SPIRITUAL] body is of Christ [SPIRITUAL]." (Colossians 2:16-17).

And here's this same verse translated in today's English

"Therefore no one has the authority to say that you're right or wrong 
about what you're eating or drinking, or what you're doing about a 
religious festival or a new moon festival or a day of rest. These 
things are just a shadowy picture of things to come. BUT THE 
PERSON CASTING THAT SHADOW IN CHRIST." (Colossians 2:16-17, 
Everyday American English Translation).

We are to have a "PATTERN OF SOUND WORDS" (2 Tim. 1:13-14).

"Hold fast the FORM [typification under (after), i.e. a sketch (fig.) for 
imitation; FORM, PATTERN] OF SOUND WORDS, which thou hast 
heard of me [Paul by inspiration of the Holy Spirit], in faith and love 
which is in Christ Jesus. That good thing [pattern of wholesome sound 
words or teachings of Christ] which was committed unto thee keep by 
the Holy Ghost which dwelleth in us." (2nd Timothy 1:13-14).

Definition of Typification: 

1. to serve as a typical example of; exemplify. 
2. to serve as a symbol or emblem of; symbolize; prefigure, foreshadow.
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3. to represent by type of symbol.

And Scriptural example of a typification or "patterns of sound words":

"According to all that I [God] show thee [Moses], AFTER THE 
PATTERN of the tabernacle, and THE PATTERN of all the 
instruments thereof, even so shall ye make it. And look that thou 
make them AFTER THEIR PATTERN, which was showed thee in the 
mount." (Exodus 25:9 & 40).

"NOW of the things which we have spoken [past tense] this is [now 
and for the future] the sum [principal thing, main point]: We have such 
an high priest [Jesus], who is [now] set on the right hand of the throne 
of the Majesty [God the Father] in the heavens; [Jesus] A minister of 
the [spiritual] sanctuary, and of the true tabernacle, which the Lord 
[Jesus] pitched, and not man [not Moses, Aaron, or any minister]. For 
every high priest [of mankind] is ordained to offer gifts and sacrifices: 
wherefore it is of necessity that this man [Jesus] have somewhat also 
to offer. For if He [Jesus] were on earth, He should not be a priest, 
seeing that there are [many ministers or] priests that offer gifts 
according to the law [of Moses]: [The priests or ministers] WHO SERVE 
[MINISTER] UNTO THE EXAMPLE AND SHADOW OF HEAVENLY 
[SPIRITUAL] THINGS [REALITIES], as Moses was admonished of God 
when he was about to make the tabernacle: for, See, saith He [God 
back in Exodus 25:9 & 40 the verses above], that thou [Moses who 
served as an example and foreshadow of the spiritual reality] MAKE ALL 
THINGS ACCORDING TO THE PATTERN showed to thee in the 
mount." (Hebrews 8:1-5).

"Then said He unto them, Therefore every scribe which is instructed 
unto the kingdom of heaven is like unto a man that is an 
householder, which brings forth out of his treasure, NEW [the NEW 
Covenant/Testament] AND OLD [the OLD Covenant/Testament]." (Matt. 
13:52).

In other words the Old Testament had types and shadows, pictures or symbols 
that give us an indication of what is clearly taught in the New Testament. And so 
very often to have a clear understanding of principles in the Word, we need to 
put the Old and New Testaments together, and we need to look at the type and 
the shadow in the Old and then see how that type or shadow was fulfilled in the 
New. As we put the two together we get a full picture of what God is trying to 
teach us in His Word concerning that subject.

The Apostolic Ministry and the Apostolic Office fall into this category. In order 
to understand them clearly we need to start with types and shadows in the Old 

56



Testament and then add to it the teaching that we have in the New Testament. 
As we put them together the picture starts to become clear. Take out the Old 
Testament and you have a puzzle with some key pictures missing. You would be 
amazed what a difference one piece of a puzzle can make.

Just take a person's nose off and you can't recognize him. You see a face there. 
You know there is a face. You can see the head and the ears and maybe even a 
bit of the mouth, but you cannot recognize the person until you drop that last 
little piece on, then you say, "Aah, so that's who it is!"

Now many of those who have sought to teach concerning the Apostolic Ministry 
have done just that. They have gone through the entire New Testament and 
pulled out all the Scriptures relating to the Apostolic Ministry. Why? It is 
because the word 'apostle' is not mentioned in the Old Testament. The term 
'apostle' is a term that Jesus chose, and the first apostles were the ones who 
Jesus called the apostles, which were the twelve that He trained and left 
behind. So if you look up the word 'apostle' you are not going to find it in the 
Old Testament. The only way you can find anything in the Old Testament 
concerning the teaching of the ministry of the apostle is in types and shadows.

Several Apostolic Types

That is where we will begin now, as we move into this series that we are doing 
now on the Apostolic Types.

You say, "What do you mean by the apostolic types?"

They are different types of apostles.

"You say, 'But I thought an apostle was an apostle, was an apostle.' "

No, an apostle is not. He is one of several kinds of apostle. You put two 
apostles together and they may not look the same. They will have many 
similarities, but there are distinctions and there are different categories or kinds 
of apostle in the Scriptures. 

That is what I am going to try and show you here, beginning in the Old 
Covenant.

Why is it necessary to start in the Old Testament? Why can't we just go to the 
New Testament and pull out the teaching? Surely there is enough there? I mean 
we saw what Jesus did with His twelve disciples. We saw what happened after 
He left and the Holy Spirit came on the Day of Pentecost, how the apostles went 
out and got the church together, formed it and spread out into different parts of 
the earth.
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We have the story of how Paul went out and founded his churches. We have the 
story of John and how he spoke to the churches in Revelation. Surely we have 
enough indication as to exactly what an apostle should do? Isn't an apostle just 
somebody who goes and starts new works?

That is what many people seem to be teaching, but have they left out one very 
vital and important thing. Just as the early apostles began a new era that had 
never existed before, so there is coming a new era in these last days in which 
we live. It is a brand new era that will herald and signpost and lead us to the 
final plan that God has for the church. Today God is raising up a new breed of 
apostles.

Chapter 5 The Moses Apostle

The role of this apostle is to lay a doctrinal foundation for the Church and to set 
in place a pattern that will help transition the Church from the systems of this 
world (Egypt) to the system that God has given (Promised Land).

This apostolic type has a strong emphasis on the Teaching Office.

The Moses apostle has these functions and responsibilities.

Firstly, he directs ministry largely at the status quo church (Mystery 
Babylon--"That great city which spiritually is called Sodom and EGYPT, 
where also our Lord was crucified--Old Jerusalem").

You say, "Status quo church? Which chapter and verse did you get that from?"

Directed at Status Quo

The Status Quo is a term that I use which is a softer term for The Mother Harlot 
Church--Mystery Babylon and which other people also use, and you know what it 
means. The status quo is what everybody does. It is the 'in thing'. It is the 
fashion of this world. The status quo church is the church that is following the 
patterns of this world, that have become absorbed and controlled by the world, 
by the status quo and doing what everybody else does. The church is behaving 
just like the world.

The church has become an organization no different to any worldly organization. 
The church has become a business, no different to any other business out there. 
It is has become a club, just like any other social club out there. The church has 
become absorbed into the World System, and the Moses apostle is called 
primarily to address that aspect of the church, to deal with it and to break the 
church free. Why? Because Moses was called to deliver them out of Egypt. 
They cried to be delivered out of Egypt, until they had to leave behind all the 
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good things. The Moses apostle has a big job on his hands, and we are going 
to be dealing with a whole series just on how he has to go about it.

Bring the Church Out of Egypt

Moses is called to bring the church out of bondage to the World System. How is 
he going to do it? He is going to do it kind of like Moses delivered the Children 
of Israel from Egypt. Do you think that the Children of Israel just wanted to go, 
that it was easy for Moses just to walk in and say, "Okay guys, we're getting out 
of here now? God has called me to be your deliverer. Here I am to come and set 
you people free and to lead you out of Egypt."

No, the first time Moses tried that by killing an Egyptian the people nearly killed 
him! Those wonderful people that he wanted to deliver would not listen to a word 
that he said. Pray that God has not called you to be a Moses type of apostle. 
Moses went through a terrible time bringing God's people out of bondage to the 
Promised Land and he succeeded in getting them as far as the border, then he 
died.

Moses will not take the people into the Promised Land. If God has called you 
purely to be a Moses you will not succeed. Yes, you will succeed up to a point. 
You will lay a foundation and groundwork, but sad to say you will not be the final 
runner in this race. Your job will take you so far, and it means you are going to 
have to step back and let somebody else finish it. I will not tell you anything 
more than that about Moses now.

Apostolic Type Moses Introduces New Pattern

The Moses apostle introduces the church to the correct pattern. God gave 
Moses the pattern for the tabernacle and He was very fussy about how it should 
be done, and very exact about how it should be set up. How is the church to be 
conducted? 

You say, "But we already have a pattern for the church. The church is doing very 
well, thank you very much."

Yes, but it is living in Egypt. They are doing very well there, living in Egypt. Do 
you want to carry on living in that same house? Do you want to have the same 
work hours and the same pay?

You say, "But our pattern is working fine."

Yes, it is working great - under slavery. There has to be a new pattern. There 
must be a change in the way things are being done in the church, and God has 
called Moses to stand up and say, "That is the wrong way, this is the right way. 
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This is the way you have to do it. You must stop doing that, and you must start 
doing this. You've got to cut that out."

And as always, people will literally love you to death for it.

I can imagine everybody saying, "I hope I'm not called to be a Moses."

Moses brings God back into the old structures by changing them. He brings 
about a change in the System. He addresses the status quo (Mystery 
Babylon--"That great city which spiritually is called Sodom and EGYPT, 
where also our Lord was crucified--Old Jerusalem"). and his entire 
motivation and task is to change the mindsets and the thinking of the people to 
change to a form that God can work in. So what kind of things must he change? 
It will probably take about five chapters to tell you that, so I am not going to 
touch on it here.

Finally Moses will show them the way to the Promised Land. He led the Children 
of Israel to the Promised Land. What is the Promised Land? The Promised Land 
is the life of blessing that God has for us. Have you ever heard of the Way of 
Blessing? It is about as Moses as you get. It is showing the people how to find 
the Promised Land. It is hidden away. You have to go through a special secret 
pass in the mountains to get there. Moses has been there. He knows the way. 
Moses is going to show God's people how to enter into all that He has for them. 
Moses is going to give them the principles and teach them everything that they 
need to know, and then his job is done. 

The Moses Mandate

"And the LORD said, I have surely seen the affliction of My people which 
are in Egypt, and have heard their cry by reason of their taskmasters; 
for I know their sorrows; and I am come down to deliver them out of the 
hand of the Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land unto a 
good land and a large, unto a land flowing with milk and honey ..."
(Exodus 3:7-8).

Definition of a Mandate

In this message we are going to look at the Moses Mandate. What is a 
mandate? We use this word a lot, and just to make sure I get it right I thought I 
would look it up in the dictionary and see exactly what a mandate is, and what it 
means. So I want to give you a few dictionary definitions of what a mandate is.

Firstly, a mandate is, "a command from a higher authority."

Secondly a mandate is, "power given to a nation or person to act in the name of 
another."
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When you are given a mandate you are given power or authority to act on behalf 
of somebody else.

The Apostolic Mandate

God has given the apostle a mandate. And as God is raising up apostolic 
ministries now in these end times, and the new apostolic movement is about to 
start, we have looked at some of the signs of the apostolic calling. But I want us 
to now look at the mandate that God has given, and that God is giving, and will 
give to the coming apostles. To do that we are going to look at Moses as a type 
of the apostle, hence the title that I have given to this message. It is an 
introduction to the first part of the Apostolic Course which is all going to be 
about the Moses Mandate. God is giving to the apostle a mandate. He is giving 
forth a command to His apostles, and He is giving to His apostles the power or 
the authority to act on His behalf and in His Name in this earth. That is what it is 
all about.

Types and Shadows

Now to understand how Moses is a picture of the apostle, we need to just look 
at a couple of basic principles. Firstly we need to understand the concept of 
types and shadows. The Bible tells us that the Old Testament events and what 
took place and what was said and taught in it, a lot of it was given to us as a 
picture of things that were to happen in the future. And so as you read in the 
New Testament of the fulfillment of the coming of Christ and of Calvary and of all 
the things that took place, you can go back into the Old Testament and you can 
find pictures, types and shadows. 

"If I have told you EARTHLY [PHYSICAL] things [first], and you believe 
not, how shall you believe, if I tell you of HEAVENLY [SPIRITUAL]
things [truths or realities afterward]?" (John 3:12).  

"... seeing that there are priests that offer gifts ACCORDING TO THE 
LAW [of Moses, the Old Covenant, the PHYSICAL/carnal 
commandments]: Who serve unto THE EXAMPLE AND SHADOW OF 
HEAVENLY THINGS [SPIRITUAL REALITIES] ..." (Hebrews 8:4-5).

"For the law [the PHYSICAL/carnal commandments] having A SHADOW 
of GOOD [SPIRITUAL] THINGS TO COME, and NOT the very image of 
the [SPIRITUAL] things ..." (Hebrews 10:1).

"Let no man therefore judge you in [PHYSICAL] meat, or in 
[PHYSICAL] drink, or in respect of an [PHYSICAL] holyday, or of the 
[PHYSICAL] new moon, or of the [PHYSICAL] Sabbath days: WHICH 
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ARE A [PHYSICAL] SHADOW OF [SPIRITUAL] THINGS TO COME; but 
the [SPIRITUAL] body is of Christ [SPIRITUAL]." (Colossians 2:16-17).

And here's this same verse translated in today's English

"Therefore no one has the authority to say that you're right or wrong 
about what you're eating or drinking, or what you're doing about a 
religious festival or a new moon festival or a day of rest. These 
things are just a shadowy picture of things to come. BUT THE 
PERSON CASTING THAT SHADOW IN CHRIST." (Colossians 2:16-17, 
Everyday American English Translation).

"Now ALL these things happened unto them for examples: and they 
are written for OUR ADMONITION [Gk: 'calling attention to, i.e. 
(implication) mild rebuke or warning:--to reprove, caution, remind of 
obligation or duty, etc'], upon whom the ends of the world [‘eons—
ages’] are come" (1st Corinthians 10:11).

"Now these things were OUR EXAMPLES, to the intent we should not 
lust after evil things, as they also lusted" (1st Corinthians 10:6).

"For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for OUR 
LEARNING, that we through patience and comfort of the scriptures 
might have hope." (Rom. 15:4).

"Unto whom it was revealed, that NOT unto themselves, but unto US 
they did minister the things, which are now reported unto YOU by 
them that have preached the gospel unto YOU with the Holy Spirit 
sent down from heaven; which things the angels desire to look into. 
Wherefore gird up the loins of YOUR mind, be sober, and hope to the 
end for the GRACE that is to be brought unto YOU [not ‘them’—they 
DIED not receiving the promises made to them] at the revelation of 
Jesus Christ" (1 Pet. 1:12-13).

It is essential that we study the Old Testament Scriptures, for they are often 
the only key to the New Testament Scriptures. Paul used the Hebrew 
Scriptures to teach the foolish Galatians the New Covenant promises.
Here’s but one great example:

"Tell me, you that desire to be under the law, do you not HEAR the 
law? For it is written [in Old Covenant Scriptures] that Abraham had 
two sons, the one by a bondmaid, the other by a freewoman. But he 
who was of the bondwoman was born after the FLESH; but he of the 
freewoman was by PROMISE. Which things are an allegory: for these 
are the two covenants; the one from the mount Sinai, which genders
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[gives birth] to bondage, which is Agar. For this Agar IS mount Sinai 
in Arabia, and answers to Jerusalem which now is, and is in bondage
with her children. But [Sarah is mount Zion in heaven and answers to]
the [NEW] Jerusalem which is above is free, which IS the mother of 
us all. For it is written, ‘Rejoice, you [Sarah/New Jerusalem/Mount 
Zion/The Spiritual Church and Bride of Christ] barren that bear not; 
break forth and cry, you that travail not: for the desolate [Sarah/New 
Jerusalem/Mount Zion/The Spiritual Church and Bride of Christ] has 
many more children than she [Hagar/Literal Jerusalem/Mount Sinai/The 
Carnal Church and her forehead was a name MYSTERY, BABYLON THE 
GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE 
EARTH] which has an husband. Now we, brethren, as Isaac was, are 
the children of promise. But as then he that was born after the flesh 
persecuted him that was born after the Spirit, even so it is now. 
Nevertheless what saith the Scripture? Cast out the bondwoman
[Hagar/Literal Jerusalem/Mount Sinai/The Carnal Church and her 
forehead was a name MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE 
MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH] and 
her son [LUKEWARM CHRISTIANS, THE MANY CALLED]: for the son 
of the bondwoman SHALL NOT be heir with the son [GOD'S ELECT, 
THE FEW CHOSEN, THE PERSECUTED CHRISTIANS] of the 
freewoman [Sarah/New Jerusalem/Mount Zion/The Spiritual Church and 
Bride of Christ]. So then, brethren, we are not the children of the 
bondwoman, but of the free." (Gal. 4:21-31).

This is not only an allegory, but it is an allegory containing many metaphors as 
well. An allegory is when characters or events (such as Sarah and Agar and 
their children) represent abstract or spiritual ideas or principles. A metaphor is 
when one thing is said to be something else. (such as Agar actually being mount 
Sinai, which then represents or corresponds to Jerusalem in bondage). It may 
seem a little complicated at first, but once one sees all of the aspects of the 
allegory explained, this principle is quite easy to understand. Nevertheless, it 
does require the Spirit of God to believe it. It is this very fact (that the Church 
does not understand or believe this allegory) that the Church continues to 
believe that God’s true chosen people are STILL, "the children of the 
bondwoman"—"Jerusalem which NOW IS" over there in the State of Israel. 
Unbelievable. 

This, dear reader is how the Old Covenant was written for "OUR admonition…"

Does anyone believe that this is the ONLY "allegory" in the Old Testament 
which is written for OUR admonition? Hardly—the Old Testament is FILLED 
with such allegories, but who has "ears to hear and eyes to see?" And "who 
will believe our report?" The whole book of Revelation is explained in the 
Old Testament Scriptures, but the theologians of this world do not and 
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cannot discern it. They all teach that Revelation is a book of end-time, end-
of-the-world eschatology. They have not a clue.

Paul constantly referred to the Old Testament Scriptures in his epistles, 
and he taught the whole plan of salvation from the Old Testament 
Scriptures, as they were the only Scriptures available during his ministry.

"And that from a child you have known the Holy Scriptures, which 
are able to make you wise unto salvation through faith which is in 
Christ Jesus" (2 Tim. 3:15).

These same Scriptures were now able to make Timothy wise unto 
salvation, but not until he first learned about Jesus Christ in the Old 
Testament Scriptures. These were the Scriptures that Jesus caused His 
apostles to understand after His resurrection:

"And He [JESUS] said unto them, These are the [spiritual] words 
which I spoke unto you while I was yet [still] with you [words which 
they never understood] that ALL THINGS MUST BE FULFILLED, which 
were written in the law of Moses in the prophets, and in the Psalms, 
concerning Me [in other words, the entire Hebrew Scriptures we call the 
Old Testament for it was the only thing written at that time] ['IF THEY 
HEAR NOT Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded, 
though one (Jesus) rose from the dead.' (Luke 16:31)]. ['But their minds 
were blinded: for until this day remaineth the same veil untaken away in 
the reading of the old testament (Moses and all the Prophets); which VEIL 
IS DONE AWAY IN CHRIST. But even unto this day, when Moses (the 
Old Testament) is read, the veil is upon their heart. Nevertheless when it 
(the heart) shall TURN TO THE LORD, THE VEIL SHALL BE TAKEN 
AWAY.' (2 Cor. 3:14-16)] Then [When? ‘THEN.’ Not during their three 
and one half years of learning at His feet? NO, ‘then’] opened He their 
understanding, that they might understand the Scriptures [ALL of the 
Scriptures]" (Luke 24:44-45).

What Jesus taught from the Old Testament Scriptures during His ministry was 
not even the tip of the iceberg. 

"I have yet MANY THINGS to say unto you, but ye cannot hear them 
NOW" (John 16:12).

"Howbeit [However] when IT, the Spirit of Truth [Christ is TRUTH. He 
said "I am THE TRUTH" Their is not another truth outside Jesus. He is 
not just a truth He is THE Truth], is come, it will guide you into ALL 
TRUTH." (John 16:13, Concordant Literal New Testament).
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The Truth of God, "thou shall sureLY die," and the lie of the Devil, "you shall 
NOT surely die," is for "our admonition." The story of Cain and Able is for 
"our admonition." The story of the flood is for "our admonition." The story of 
Babel is for "our admonition." The promises to Abraham and the meaning of 
faith are for "our admonition." The entire story in every single detail of Joseph 
and his brothers is for "our admonition." Do you wear your "coat of many 
colors," or do you hide it in the closet? You say: "What coat of many colors?"

Forget it—ask your pastor why he has never taught you how to wear your coat 
of many colors?

Those of you who have been in the prophetic ministry will understand types 
and shadows. You understand dark speech. You understand symbols that are 
given in dreams and visions. Well, the Bible is set up in such a way that the Old 
Testament is filled with pictures that can be illustrated and used to illustrate clear 
principles in the New Testament. So the life of Moses and the history of the 
children of Israel can be used as a picture of what is to take place in these end 
times in the church.

Israel, a Picture of the Church

"For IN Christ Jesus neither circumcision avails any thing, nor 
uncircumcision, but a NEW CREATURE [creation]. And as many as walk 
according to this rule [Gk: '(a straight reed, i.e. rod); a rule (“canon”), i.e. 
(figurative) a standard (of faith and practice); by implication a boundary, i.e. 
(figurative) a sphere (of activity):—line, rule'], peace be on them [the new 
spiritual creation, which is the church], and mercy, and upon the [new 
spiritual] Israel of God [that would be the church]" (Gal. 6:15-16).

Who are the true circumcision which then becomes the True Jew? Paul says 
"we." As soon as we know who the “we” are we will also know who the “them.” 
are Paul was writing to the Philippians, who lived in Philippi a Gentile city in N-
central Macedonia. So these Philippians converts were both Gentiles, and true 
Jews ("we [Gentiles] are the circumcision -- Phil. 3:3, which are the true inward 
Jew -- Rom. 2:28-29, the true "Israel of God" -- Gal. 6:16).

Ironically, it is the "people who were NOT a people" that make up the New 
Covenant "royal priesthood" (2 Pet. 2:9). It is the "uncircumcision who are 
now God’s circumcision people" (Phil. 3:3) It is the GENTILES who are God’s 
New Covenant "JEW which is one inwardly" (Rom. 2:28). It is the GENTILES 
who are the New Covenant SPIRITUAL "Israel OF GOD" (Gal. 6:16).

So as we look at Israel, we see that Israel is a picture of the church. Now a lot of 
people take this to an extreme and they say that the church is spiritually Israel 
instead of saying we are the NEW Spiritual Israel, so they liken everything in 
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Israel to the church, and so they say the church is still subject to the law. That is 
another big subject all on its own and I do not want to get into that, but I want 
you to see that there are elements of Israel that are a picture of the church of the 
Lord Jesus Christ.

Israel was a called out people. They were a chosen nation. They were called out 
by God to be separated unto Himself. And God promised to them a special land. 
He gave to them the Promised Land of blessing that He had set apart for them. 
So, we as the church of the Lord Jesus Christ have been called out of the world 
and set apart. And the Lord has a special place of blessing, a Promised Land for 
us.

Again there is a lot of teaching given on that, and people have said the land is 
heaven, and one day we will make it to heaven. So their whole teaching of 
Egypt to Canaan of how God took the children of Israel out of Egypt and to the 
Canaan land, is actually a picture of how God took people out of the system of 
the world and sin and those who were lost, and brought them to Himself, and 
brought them to the place of blessing in the Promised Land. So Israel is a 
picture of the church. 

Joseph a Picture of Blessing

We look at Joseph who was raised up by God, a rejected leader. Joseph was 
used by God to bring prosperity to Israel out of Egypt. The Promised Land was 
not Egypt. Egypt was the land of the enemy. We are going to look at it in a 
moment. But God raised up a deliverer in Joseph who succeeded in causing 
blessing to come out of Egypt.

Joseph can be a picture of many things, but I like to look at him here as being a 
picture of the Lord Jesus Christ who brought the early church to blessing; who, 
through His death and the work of Calvary, caused us to enter into blessing. 
Joseph brought the Israelite nation to Egypt so they could tap into the prosperity 
and the blessing of Egypt. It was a place of blessing. They were given a good 
part of the land.

After Jesus THREW OUT those who "bought and sold" in the temple, did they 
ever return? Not only did they return to the temple after Christ’s 
resurrection, but they also came into the very Church, which Jesus said HE 
WOULD BUILD. The whole temple system in Jerusalem was so utterly 
corrupt that they corrupted the people of Jerusalem and Judea as well. 

In and around 70 AD the armies of Titus surrounded Jerusalem and there was 
an awful slaughter. You can read of these horrible events in the writings of 
Josephus. But even before the temple with its corrupt religious system was 
demolished, it had already spread its ugly tentacles into the Church which 
Jesus built.
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But before long things began to change, and that land of blessing became a land 
of cursing; became a land of bondage; became a place of slavery. Well what am 
I talking about? I am talking about the church of the Lord Jesus Christ, who after 
Jesus had died and had risen and ascended to heaven and poured down the 
power of His Holy Spirit, they walked in blessing, and they conquered this world. 
Jesus said to His disciples, 

"In the world you will have tribulation, but be of good cheer. I have 
overcome the world." (John 16:33).

The early church overcame the world. They turned it upside down. But you know 
what happened? After a while the world overcame them, and it went into what 
became known as the dark ages. They began to slip away and come under the 
influence of the world. They began to lose the principles that God had given 
them. They came into slavery and into bondage.

The Early Church Overcame the World

They turned it upside down. But you know what happened? After a while the 
world overcame them, and it went into what became known as the dark ages. 

"And he [the beast, antichrist] opened his mouth in blasphemy against 
God [THE FATHER], to blaspheme His name [the name of JESUS], and 
His tabernacle [Gk: 'a tent or cloth hut (literal or figurative):--
HABITATION ('And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone; in whom all 
the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord: 
in whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God through the 
Spirit. ' Eph. 2:20-22), tabernacle' THE CHURCH] and them that
[spiritually] dwell [Gk: 'to tent or encamp, i.e. (figuratively) to occupy (as a 
mansion {'In my Father's house are MANY MANSIONS: if it were not so, I 
would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you.' John 14:2}) or 
(specifically) to reside (as God did in the Tabernacle of old, a symbol of 
PROTECTION and communion):--dwell'] in heaven [Gk: 'heaven (as the 
abode of God)' IN THE SPIRIT]. And it was given unto Him [the wild 
beast] to make war WITH THE SAINTS ['them that dwell on earth''], and 
TO OVERCOME THEM: and power was given him over ALL 
KINDREDS, AND TONGUES, AND NATIONS ['them that dwell in the 
sea']" (Verses 6-7).

Now maybe you don’t catch the significance of these verses. Here is a wild 
beast that not only has power, "…over ALL KINDREDS, and TONGUES, and 
NATIONS," but also can, "…make war with the SAINTS, and to OVERCOME 
THEM…" Is it possible for Satan to OVERCOME THE SAINTS? How can this 
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be? Where? Show me? 

"Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them: because 
GREATER is He [Jesus] that is in you, than he [Satan] that is in the 
world" (1st John 4:4). 

Does this verse sound like there is some wild beast OUT THERE somewhere, 
who can make a mockery of this verse, because this wild beast really can 
"…make war with the saints, and to OVERCOME them?" What ever 
happened to: 

"Submit yourselves therefore to God. RESIST the devil, and he WILL 
FLEE FROM YOU" (James 4:7)? 

Is there, OUT THERE SOMEWHERE, a power for evil that is even GREATER 
than Satan the Devil, himself? Why haven’t we been warned about him 
before we come to Rev. 13:7?

Did Jesus ever warn us of this wild beast? Did the apostles? Did Paul to the 
nations, warn of this evil power? How could the saints themselves, be deceived 
by this wild beast? I thought that the very elect of God CANNOT be deceived: 

"For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall 
show great signs and wonders; insomuch that, IF IT WERE 
POSSIBLE, they shall deceive the very elect ['them that dwell in 
heaven']" (Matt. 24:24). 

Ah, but it is NOT POSSIBLE to deceive the very elect! Will someone tell me 
what’s going on here with this wild beast?

Who Are the Saints?

If the very elect can’t be deceived, is it possible for saints to be deceived? 
Yes, there is a difference. One can be a saint long before he becomes the 
VERY elect. Were the believers in Ephesus called, saints? 

"Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, TO THE SAINTS 
which are in Ephesus, and TO THE FAITHFUL IN Jesus [The 'saints' 
and the 'faithful' are not the same group]" (Eph. 1:1). 

So, Yes, the believers in Ephesus were called saints. But were they perfect? 
Were they spiritually mature? Were they the VERY elect? No, they weren’t. 

"Unto the angel of the church of EPHESUS write… I have somewhat 
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[‘somewhat’ is not in the Greek texts] …I have against you, because you 
have LEFT YOUR FIRST LOVE" (Rev. 2:1 & 4).

Is Jesus accusing the whole church at Ephesus of leaving their first love, if in 
reality, there were only a few? But there were NOT just a few—the WHOLE 
CHURCH of Ephesus "left their first love." And furthermore, since the Seven 
Churches are ONE CHURCH, THE WHOLE CHURCH left their first love! 
Believe it or not, leaving one’s first love, is part of the process of "going on to 
perfection" (Heb. 6:1).

Now those 'faithful' few that actually go back to their first love are revealed with 
Christ on white horses.

"These [10 kings and the beast] shall make war with the Lamb [Jesus], 
AND THE LAMB SHALL OVERCOME THEM: for He is Lord of lords, 
and King of kings: and they that are with Him are called [Gk: 
'SAINTS'], AND chosen [Gk: ELECTED], AND FAITHFUL [Gk: 
'TRUSTWORTHY']." (Revelation 17:14).

Now those who are the VERY ELECT are 'protected' by Jesus by 'DWELLING'
and 'abiding' in Christ and He SHALL OVERCOME THE WILD BEAST!!! All 
Christians are Saints, but not all Saints are God's Elect.

Anyway, they began to slip away and come under the influence of the world. 
They began to lose the principles that God had given them. They came into 
slavery and into bondage.

Egypt a Picture of the World

What is Egypt? Egypt is a picture of the world. It is a picture of the World System 
under Satan's control. It offers hope, and it offers prosperity, but it is a false 
hope. It leads to bondage. It leads to slavery. And the children of Israel ended up 
building empires for the god of Egypt, the God of this world, Satan, of whom 
Pharaoh is a type and a picture.

The Seat/Throne and dwelling place of Satan located

"And their dead bodies shall lie in the street of the great city, which 
spiritually is called Sodom and Egypt, where also our Lord was 
crucified" (Rev. 11:8).

That city wherein our Lord was crucified was JERUSALEM!

"And there followed another angel, saying, Babylon is fallen, is 
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fallen, that great city, because she made all nations drink of the wine 
of the wrath of her fornication" (Rev. 14:8).

This great Babylonian city is JERUSALEM, not Rome, as many theologians 
believe.

When Peter referred to "the church that is at Babylon" (1st Peter 3:15), he 
was referring to Jerusalem, not the ancient demolished city on the Euphrates 
River.

The Mother Church of Judaism (called, "the Mother of Harlots") was 
headquartered at Jerusalem, not the ancient city of Babylon, neither Rome.

When Peter wrote his epistles from Jerusalem, he knew he was living in the city 
Babylon. 

Whatever Jesus speaks to any one church, He speaks to all the Churches 
through all generations of the Church of God. Have you noticed that God 
likens the Church throughout this church age to that of the "seven golden 
candlesticks" found in the holy place of the tabernacle and temple of God? 
There is much that can be learned from this physical furnishing that God likens 
to the Church. We see that there are seven churches, but they are a type of the 
seven candles of the lamp stand mentioned in the Old Testament:

"And he made the candlestick of pure gold… and six branches going 
out of the sides thereof… all of it was ONE beaten work of pure gold. 
And he made his SEVEN LAMPS …" (Exodus 37:17-24).

Notice carefully, the seven lamps which picture the seven churches of 
Revelation are all made of ONE piece of pure gold. The Seven Churches are 
ONE. 

"Then verily [truthfully] the first [Old] covenant HAD [PAST TENSE]
also ordinances of divine service, and a worldly [MATERIAL, 
PHYSICAL, LITERAL, EARTHY] sanctuary. For there was [PAST 
TENSE] a tabernacle made; the first, wherein was THE [SINGULAR]
CANDLESTICK ['And he made the candlestick of pure gold… and six 
branches going out of the sides thereof… all of it was ONE beaten work 
of pure gold. And he made his SEVEN LAMPS …" (Exodus 37:17-24)], 
and the table, and the showbread; which is called the sanctuary. And 
after the second veil, the tabernacle which is called the Holiest of all; 
which had the golden censer, and the ark of the covenant overlaid 
round about with gold, wherein was the golden pot that had manna, 
and Aaron's rod that budded, and the tables of the covenant; and 
over it the cherubims of glory shadowing the mercy seat; of which 
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we cannot now speak particularly. Now when these things were thus 
ordained, the priests went always into the first tabernacle, 
accomplishing the service of God. But into the [NEW, HEAVENLY, 
SPIRITUAL] second [tabernacle] went the high priest alone once every 
year, not without blood, which He offered for Himself, and for the 
errors of the people: the Holy Ghost this SIGNIFYING, that the way 
into the holiest of all was not yet made manifest, while as the first 
[MATERIAL, PHYSICAL, LITERAL, EARTHY, OLD] tabernacle was yet 
standing: which WAS A FIGURE for the time then present, in which 
were offered both gifts and sacrifices, that could not make him that 
did the service perfect, as pertaining to the conscience; which stood 
only in meats and drinks, and divers washings, and carnal 
ordinances, imposed on them UNTIL the time of reformation." 
(Hebrews 9:1-10).

If you have ever seen a diagram of the Tabernacle, you know that the lamp 
stand was placed in the holy place located between the courtyard and the holy 
of holies. First came the altar of burnt offering, then the holy place where the 
seven-candled lamp stand stood, and then the holy of holies. The picture again, 
is quite clear—in order to enter the holy of holies where the presence of God 
was found, one had to leave the holy place. One had to "come out of" the holy 
place in order to enter the holy of holies! The Seven Churches are not in the holy 
of holies. But we are now invited in to the very presence of God where the high 
priest only could previously enter once a year on the day of atonement.

Another point of interest that figures into the seven candlesticks is the fact that 
candles do not give very much light. For sure they do give light, but it is not very 
bright. They teach the candlelight of the gospel, but not the full sunlight, and 
certainly not full radiance of "The Father of Lights" (James 1:17), which can 
only be found in the holy of holies.

And although the Church has the milk of the word, they also have "the DEPTHS 
of Satan" in their "minds and hearts." It is but the remainder, the few, "the 
rest in Thyatira," and therefore, the rest in the seven churches, "which HAVE 
NOT this doctrine, and which HAVE NOT known [in their ‘minds and hearts’]
THE DEPTHS OF SATAN."

Virtually all Christian Churches worldwide have within their doctrines, the 
depths of Satan. And that is why the cry goes out from God Almighty: 

"And I heard another voice from heaven, saying ‘COME OUT OF HER 
MY PEOPLE, that you be not partakers of her sins, and that you 
receive not of her plagues" (Rev. 18:4). 

Come out of… who? Who is the "her?" Her is a WOMAN. A woman in 
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Scripture is a symbol for a CHURCH.

Who is to "come out?" Answer: "MY people." Where are they? In her, in the 
CHURCH. What Church? The MOTHER CHURCH. Who is the MOTHER 
CHURCH?

The church that appears to be so good, with good doctrines, and good teachings 
and spiritual appearing good works and righteousness, which in reality are 
abominations:

"And there came one of the seven angels which had the seven vials, 
and talked with me, saying unto me, Come hither; I will show unto 
you the judgment of the GREAT WHORE that sits upon many waters 
[many nations of people]: With whom the kings of the earth have 
committed fornication [intimate religious/political/economic 
relationships], and the inhabitants of the earth have been made 
[spiritually] DRUNK with the wine of her fornication. So he carried me 
away in the spirit into the wilderness: and I saw a woman sit upon a 
scarlet colored beast, full of names of blasphemy, having seven 
heads and ten horns. And the woman was arrayed in purple and 
scarlet color, and decked with gold and precious stones and pearls, 
having a golden cup in her hand full of ABOMINATIONS and 
FILTHINESS of her FORNICATION: And upon her forehead [where WE 
should have the name of God our Father, Rev. 14:1, but this mother 
church has instead…] …a name written,

MYSTERY, BABYLON, THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS 
AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH" (Rev. 17:1-5).

So here is the worldwide mother church with her many catholic and protestant 
daughters, that sits upon many nations of people, holding a spiritual looking gold 
cup that when one partakes of it and drinks it down inside, it is really filled with, 
"abominations and filthiness"—instead of being the marvelous spiritual 
"DEPTHS of God" it is rather, "the DEPTHS of Satan. 

We are not asked by God to "leave His Church," but rather to move from the 
carnal Jerusalem church under bondage to the spiritual Jerusalem church which 
is free. We certainly make every effort to fellowship with believers of like 
mind, but let us never forget where our true fellowship is. 

"That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye 
also may have fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship is with the 
Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ" (1st John 1:3). 

And we fellowship with God by assembling ourselves in the HIGHEST 
72



assembly, in a spiritual, heavenly assembly:

"But we are come unto [heavenly, SPIRITUAL] mount Zion, and unto 
the city of the living God [WHO IS SPIRIT, John 4:23-24], the heavenly 
[SPIRITUAL, NEW] Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company of 
angels [WHO ARE ALSO SPIRITS, Heb. 1:7 & Ps. 104:4)], to the 
general [SPIRITUAL] assembly [Heb: 10:25 & 2 Thes. 2:1] and 
[SPIRITUAL] CHURCH OF THE [SPIRITUALLY] FIRSTBORN [John 3:5-
6, 8 & Gal. 4:29], which are written in heaven [SPIRIT, 2 Cor. 3:3], and 
to God the Judge of all [ALL SPIRITS, Heb. 12:5-11 & 25-29], and to 
the SPIRITS of just men made perfect and to Jesus [JESUS WHO IS 
THE HOLY SPIRIT, 2 Cor. 3:17] the mediator of the NEW [SPIRITUAL]
COVENANT [2 Cor. 3:6], and to the [SPIRITUAL] blood of sprinkling 
[Heb. 9:14, 1 Pet. 1:2, & 1 John 5:8], that [SPIRITUALLY] speaks better 
things than that of Abel [John 6:63 & 1 Cor. 2:13]" (Heb. 12:22-24).

So Egypt is a picture of the world, and Pharaoh is a picture of the god of this 
world, Satan, and they were in slavery and in bondage. And Pharaoh was 
causing them to do what he wanted, to build things for his glory. The church of 
the Lord Jesus Christ went into slavery and into bondage, and became absorbed 
by the World System. That is the state that the church is in. And God sent a 
Moses to go and bring them out. 

We are going to be dealing with this in a lot more detail as we continue in this 
course. We are going to be looking at exactly how the church is in bondage to 
the world; of how Israel and Egypt is the perfect picture of the state of the church 
today, in bondage to the world. And we are going to see what is going to be 
involved in breaking the church out of that.

Moses

But in this message I do not want to go into a lot of detail. I am just skimming 
through, because we are going to look at the mandate itself, and exactly what 
mandate God gave to Moses; at exactly what command He gave to him, and 
exactly what power and authority He gave to him to carry out to do in His name.

A Picture of Success

So we look at Moses, a type and picture of the apostle. Moses came from 
Egypt. Moses was high up in Egypt. He was known there. He was the son of 
Pharaoh's daughter. He had it going in Egypt. He had Egypt at his fingertips. He 
had the ability to rule over Egypt. Moses was successful, and he is a picture of 
somebody who has the world at his fingertips; of somebody who is successful; of 
somebody who is capable of succeeding in the world, should he choose to do it.
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Moses is a picture of the apostle. And the first thing I see about the apostle is 
that he is somebody who is capable of being an entrepreneur in this world. The 
apostle is somebody who is capable of being a leader, and somebody who is 
capable of succeeding.

I have heard people who say this kind of thing. "Well you know, I seem to have 
failed in everything that I've done. I've tried a career and that seems to have 
failed. I've tried this, I've tried that, I've tried the other thing. Everything in my life 
seems to go wrong. I think perhaps the Lord has called me."

God does not need the failures. He doesn't need the off scouring. He does not 
need what the Devil cannot even use! When God laid His hand on the greatest 
apostle of all who wrote most of the New Testament, you know who He picked? 
He picked the most successful anti-Christian there was. He picked the most 
powerful and successful man that was there. He was a man who had all the 
qualifications, who had everything going for him; a man who was in with the big 
names; a man who was capable of accomplishing much in this world; the man 
who was all set out to destroy Christianity. That is who God put His hand on and 
chose to pull out and make the great apostle to the Gentiles - Saul of Tarsus.

Commitment and Stickability

Now I am not saying that you have to be naturally gifted to be an apostle. I am 
just saying that do not think that God cannot use your ability; that He cannot take 
everything that you have and turn it around. God wants somebody who is 
committed. God wants somebody who is zealous. He wants somebody who has 
put their all into what they are doing. God wants somebody whom He can trust, 
that when He puts them on that path, they are going to get on that path, they are 
going to move towards the goal, and they are going to stick with it and follow 
through. If you are not that kind of person, forget about being an apostle, you 
are not going to make it.

God wants those with stickability, who are going to push through, who are going 
to hang in there, who are going to suffer, who are going to face all sorts of 
things. You just look at what Paul went through and you will understand that God 
cannot take any person and just put them into the office of apostle. There is an 
intense preparation.

We have looked at the preparation of the prophet in the Prophetic School. But I 
want to tell you that that is tame compared to the preparation that the apostle 
has to go through, because the apostle has to come to the place where he can 
face anything and everything and still follow through, still persevere and still 
stick with the call of God. God requires somebody with commitment to be His 
apostle. 

Giving it All Up
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But God has to take away that natural ability before He can use it. So Moses 
had to come to a place of choice where he said, "I'm prepared to give this up for 
the sake of God's people; for the sake of the fact that I am an Israelite, that I am 
part of God's chosen people. I refuse to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter. 
I refuse to be part of this system."

"By faith [Gk: 'Persuasion, i.e. credence; moral conviction (of religious 
{SPIRITUAL} truth, or the truthfulness of God or a religious {SPIRITIUAL} 
teacher), especially reliance upon Christ for salvation; abstractly 
constancy in such profession; by extension the system of religious 
{SPIRITUAL} (Gospel) truth itself:--assurance, belief, believe, faith']
Moses, when he was come to years [got older, wiser and/or mature], 
refused [Gk: 'To contradict, i.e. disavow, reject, abnegate:--deny, refuse']
to be called the son of Pharaoh's ['Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I 
am against thee, Pharaoh king of Egypt, THE GREAT DRAGON ('And the 
GREAT DRAGON was cast out, THAT OLD SERPANT, CALLED THE 
DEVIL, AND SATAN, which deceiveth THE WHOLE WORLD ['The 
WATERS (or rivers) which thou sawest, where the whore sitteth, are 
PEOPLES, and MULTITUDES, and NATIONS, and TONGUES 
(BASICALLY THE WHOLE DECIEVED WORLD).' (Rev. 17:15)].' {Rev. 
12:9}) that lieth in the midst of HIS RIVERS, which hath said, 'My river is 
mine own, and I have made it for myself.'' (Ezek. 29:3)] daughter; 
choosing [Gk: 'To take for oneself, i.e. to prefer:--choose'] rather to 
suffer affliction with [Gk: 'To maltreat in company with, i.e. (passive) 
endure persecution together:--suffer affliction with'] the people of God, 
than to enjoy the pleasures [Gk: '(to enjoy). Full enjoyment:--enjoy, 
enjoyment'] of sin for a season [Gk: 'For the occasion only, i.e. 
temporary:--endure for awhile, dureth for awhile, endure for a time, for a 
season, temporal']; esteeming [Gk: 'considering'] the reproach of Christ 
greater riches [Gk: 'Wealth (as fullness), i.e. (literally) money, 
possessions, or (figuratively) abundance, richness, (specifically) valuable 
bestowment:--riches'] than the treasures [Gk: 'A deposit, i.e. wealth
(literal or figurative):--treasure'] in Egypt: for he had respect [Gk: 'To 
look away from everything else, i.e. (figuratively) intently regard:--have 
respect'] unto the recompense of the reward. By faith he forsook [Gk: 
'To leave down, i.e. behind; implication to abandon, have remaining:--
forsake, leave, reserve'] Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king: for he 
endured [Gk: '(transposed). To be strong, i.e. (figuratively) steadfast 
(patient):--endure'], as seeing Him Who is invisible." (Hebrews 11:24-
27).

And it cost him everything. He ended up as a dumb shepherd, I mean the lowest 
of the low. The lowest form of animal life was the shepherd. He was sitting in the 
backside of the desert looking after stupid sheep. What did God do to Saul of 
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Tarsus? He had to knock him to the ground and blind him, bring him to the end 
of himself, and push him into obscurity for fourteen years, and then another 
three, before he rose up to become the apostle.

Into Obscurity

God is going to take you out of the way. He is going to take you into the backside 
of the desert into obscurity before He can bring you out. But Moses was chosen 
by God to bring deliverance. He was chosen by God to go back where he came 
from; to go right back there into Egypt where he came from; to go back to the 
very thing that he gave up.

Perhaps you have risen up in the world and been successful. Perhaps you have 
been wealthy. Perhaps you have had a successful business enterprise that you 
have gone into. Perhaps you are well educated. Maybe you have a lot of things 
that you could count on and rely on. But I want you to realize you are going to 
come to the place where, like Paul you are going to say,

"Yea doubtless, and I count ALL THINGS but loss for the excellency 
[Gk: 'To hold oneself above, i.e. (figuratively) to excel; participle (as 
adjective, or neuter as noun) superior, superiority:--better, excellency, 
higher, pass, supreme'] of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for 
whom I have suffered the loss [Gk: 'To injure, i.e. (reflexive or passive) 
to experience detriment:--be cast away, receive damage, lose, suffer 
loss'] of ALL THINGS, and do count them but dung [Gk: 'What is 
thrown to the dogs, i.e. refuse (ordure {manure, excrement}):--dung'], that 
I may win [Gk: 'To gain (literally or figuratively):--(get) gain, win'] Christ."
(Philippians 3:8).

You are going to have to give it up. And when you give it up and you let it go and 
you give it totally to Him, you are going to go into obscurity, but you are not 
going to stay in obscurity forever.

The time is going to come when God is going to pull you out and He is going to 
say, "Okay, now that it has gone, now that it's left you, now I'm sending you 
back there where you came from, but for a different purpose this time. I'm 
sending you back into Egypt, Moses, to go and bring My people out."

It is going to take another kind of choice, the same kind of commitment that you 
had to give it up. It is going to take another choice now to go back into it again to 
fulfill the call of God.

God Initiates the Call

And so as Moses sat there in the backside of the desert looking after his father-
in-law’s sheep, just minding his own business, he had totally forgotten about the 
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call. He had totally come to the place where he knew that he was not capable of 
being the great big leader in Egypt. And God appeared to him in the burning 
bush. I want you to realize that the call that comes to the apostle is initiated by 
God and not by the apostle. 

Moses was not even thinking about Egypt. He was not thinking about Israel. He 
was not thinking about Pharaoh. He was probably thinking nothing! He was 
probably staring into space there while the sheep were just chewing away. Who 
knows what a shepherd does all day. His mind was somewhere else. He was 
standing there minding his own business and suddenly he sees this bush catch 
fire. That is how the call is going to come to you, not when you are striving after 
it; not when you are running after it; not every day bugging the Lord and saying, 
"Lord, am I going back to Egypt today? Lord, am I going to become the big 
apostle today? Lord, are you going to raise me up today and give me a big 
name?"

An Unexpected Call

It is not the kind of person God uses and calls to be His apostle. Usually the 
person that He calls is the person standing there minding his own business. The 
last thing on his mind is that he could be called to be an apostle, when God 
comes forth and says, "Hey, I'm sending you back."

"Who me?"

That is a good sign of the apostolic call when it comes to you suddenly, 
unexpectedly, and God calls upon you to do something that you feel absolutely 
and totally unqualified to do. It is a very good sign of the apostolic call. Moses 
was not this arrogant over-exalted, selfish individual who thought that he could 
conquer the world anymore. When God came to him he said, "I don't think I can 
do that, Lord. No, I don't really think I could do that. Are you sure? You want me 
to go? No Lord, not me. Why don't you use somebody else?"

That is the person God gave the mandate to. And if you want to receive the 
Moses mandate you are going to have to become that kind of person. You are 
going to have to come to that place before the call is going to come, and before 
God is going to give you the commandment to go forth, and before He is going to 
give you the power and the authority to step out and to act in His name.

Chapter 6 The David Apostle

The role of this apostle is to gather together those who have rejected and 
moved away from the existing church system, and build them together into a new 
pattern. Just as David trained up his mighty men (symbolic for the Five Fold 
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Ministry), and then brought the ark of God back to the people, so this apostolic 
type will bring about the restoration of the presence of God, with an emphasis on 
music as part of the process.

This apostolic type has a strong emphasis on the Prophetic Office.

What comes next? It is naturally the David type of apostle. What did David do?

Out of the System

The David Apostolic Type directs his ministry largely to those who have 
already left the System or the status quo church--(Mystery Babylon--"That great 
city which spiritually is called Sodom and Egypt, where also our Lord was 
crucified--Old Jerusalem [Saul's Kingdom]."). They have become fed up with it. 
They have had enough and said, "We're out of here." Or, they received the left 
boot of fellowship. They have been kicked out. Most of them have the title
'prophet'.

They claim that they want nothing to do with the System, but usually the truth is 
the System wants nothing to do with them. Nevertheless they have left. They are 
a bunch of dropouts. Nobody wants them. They are considered losers. They live 
in the Cave of Adullam, and that is where David will gather them together and he 
will bring them outside of the System. He will minister to them and build them up 
and bring them to the same kind of thing. He will build them up, show them a 
pattern and indicate to them what God has for them.

Brings the Church to Prosperity

David does far more than that though. David brings the church to a place of 
blessing and prosperity. His whole ultimate goal was to bring the land of Israel 
into a unity, into a peace and a place of security. I have bad news for you if you 
are a David though. You have the same problem as Moses. You are not going to 
finish the job. Somebody else is going to do it.

David Apostolic Type Removes Traditions

David dispenses with traditions and brings the church into contact with the living 
God. David says, "I'm just going to go and get the Ark," and he goes overboard 
in dispensing with traditions. He is so sick of tradition that he swings the 
pendulum and goes to the opposite end and overdoes it the other way.

How do I know this? God gave Moses very clear instructions on how the Ark of 
the Covenant was to be transferred. It was to be carried by the priests on poles 
with a curtain covering it. We read how the Ark of the Covenant had been 
captured by the Philistines and then returned and kept in the house of 
Obededom.
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David said, "We've got to bring the Ark back. We have to bring the glory of God 
back again. We must bring the presence of God back again!"

The traditional way was you send four priests along with a couple of sticks and 
they carry it. David didn't like this though. He was modern.

He said, "We're not going to do it the traditional way. That's the way the old 
people did it. We're doing it the new way now. We'll get a special brand new ox 
cart, the latest Mercedes model, and we will put the Ark of the Covenant on 'the 
best', and bring it back in glory."

You know the story of what happened when they tried to do that. Poor old Uzzah 
sat there and tried to protect the Ark and God killed him. All he wanted to do was 
to stop it from falling!

God was saying to David in no uncertain terms, "David, you do it My way!"

David brought the Ark back, but he still didn't follow tradition. He sort of followed 
tradition and put the Ark behind tent curtains just like it was in the Tabernacle of 
Moses. The only difference is that the tent was wide open. It was just a simple 
little tent right there in his home. A simple place where people could come and 
he would raise up the singers and musicians to praise and worship God, but 
they didn't do that in the Tabernacle of Moses.

New and Fresh Dimension

He introduced a new element. He introduced a new life into worship. A new 
dimension of coming into the presence of God with far greater glory than there 
was before. David brought a freshness that was not traditional. He did away with 
some of the old ways of doing things and brought a new element into the church, 
and that is what the Davidic apostle is going to do. He is going to bring a new 
freshness and a new presence of God, a new awareness of God's presence 
and glory and power, and he is going to reject the old way of doing things.

He is going to say, "The old pattern is all wrong."

He doesn't have much choice in that because if he wants to do it the old way 
everybody who has been following him will desert him. The only reason they 
came to him was because they had been rejected by the System and they came 
to receive something new and fresh. You see, Moses prepares the people in the 
System for change. David prepares the people outside of the System to get back 
into a pattern. Each of them are preparing the church of God for the final 
manifestation of what God will bring His end-times church into.

Sets Up a New System
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David sets up a new system that is not bound by the world. But I want you to see 
Moses and David here, and I want you to realize that each of them are called 
only to prepare the church for God's final plan. They will not lead the church into 
God's final plan.

You say, "Oh dear, and I was so looking forward to being a David!"

What then remains? Jesus came as Moses and David, but the work of Jesus is 
not done yet. There is more to come. There are two who followed on from Moses 
and David. There are two who were discipled by Moses and David and who 
received the baton as it was passed on to them, and they are the ones who 
implemented, put into motion and brought to pass what Moses and David 
prepared the people for. 

And so in the same way the Moses apostle and the David apostle will prepare 
the church for the final move of God, but those who will lead the church into 
experiencing that final move will not be Moses and David. They will be Joshua 
and Solomon.

The Davidic Apostle

"Men and brethren [brothers and sisters in Christ], let me [Peter] freely 
speak unto you of THE PATRIARCH [Gk: 'A progenitor; from {Paternal 
descent, i.e. (concretely) a group of families or a whole race (nation):--family, 
kindred, lineage} & {To be first (in political rank or power):--reign (rule) 
over}:--Patriarch'] DAVID [Heb: 'loving'], that he is both dead and buried, 
and his sepulchre is with us unto this day. Therefore [for this reason 
David] BEING A PROPHET [Gk: 'A foreteller ("prophet"); by analogy an 
inspired speaker; by extension a poet:--prophet'], and knowing that God 
had sworn with an oath to him, that of the fruit of his loins [Gk: 'The loin
(external), i.e. the hip; internal (by extension) procreative power:--loin'], 
according to the flesh, he would raise up Christ to sit on his [David's]
throne; he [David] seeing this before [Gk: 'Foresee, saw before'] spake of 
the resurrection of Christ, that His [Christ's] soul was not left in hell [Gk: 
'Properly unseen, i.e. "Hades" or the place (state) of departed souls:--grave'], 
neither His [JESUS'] flesh did see corruption [decay, ruin, perish]." (Acts 
2:29-31).

Patriarchs

This is the first of the section of the apostolic course entitled the "David 
Dynamic". We have looked at various aspects of the apostolic ministry. We 
have looked at the "Moses Mandate" and the Mosaic type of apostle. We have 
also looked at some of the steps that are needed in bringing the church to the 
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new order that God has for it. Now I want to begin to look at the Davidic 
apostle, or the apostle that falls into the category that is typified or symbolized 
by King David.

We read here in this verse in Acts 2 concerning the patriarch David. What is a 
patriarch? I am sure you have heard the word plenty of times and you know that 
it refers to some of the old heroes of the Old Testament. Who were these 
patriarchs? 

"Well it was Abraham, Isaac and Jacob wasn't it?"

"Yes."

"Then there was the twelve tribes of Israel wasn't it?"

"Yes."

Well, according to this Scripture, David also was a patriarch. It would help to 
understand what a patriarch is, because we are going to look at David as being 
a type or picture of a New Testament type/foreshadow of patriarch. The word 
patriarch in the Greek is formed from two Greek words, the first one being 
patria and the second one archo. Patria means "a race or tribe, a group of 
families, all those who are a given people and lay claim to a common origin. 
They are a family; in a wider sense, a nation or a people." Archo means "to be 
chief, to lead or to rule."

As a result a patriarch is one who originates or produces a new tribe or group of 
people. The early patriarchs were the twelve tribes of Israel or the sons of Jacob, 
from whom the twelve tribes sprung. They were the patriarchs, the originators 
and fathers of each tribe of people that came from them. But the Scripture says 
that David was also a patriarch. 

The apostle is a patriarch. The apostle is a spiritual father that produces a 
specific group of people who look to him as their originator. Paul claimed such a 
thing, and if you read the following passage you will see exactly what I am 
talking about. In 1st Corinthians 4:15 he says:

"For though ye [all of you] have ten thousand instructors [Gk: 'A boy-
leader, i.e. a servant whose office it was to take the children to school; 
(implication {figuratively} a tutor {"pedagogue"--a schoolteacher; an 
educator; one who instructs in a pedantic or dogmatic manner}):--
instructor, schoolmaster'] in Christ, yet [STILL] have ye [all of you] NOT 
MANY [but only FEW] fathers [parents]: for in Christ Jesus I have 
begotten [Gk: 'To procreate (properly OF THE FATHER, but by extension 
of the mother); figuratively to regenerate:--bear, beget, be born, bring 
forth, conceive, be delivered of, gender {GIVE BIRTH}, make, spring'] you 
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through the gospel [of the Kingdom of God]."

Paul said, "You do not have many spiritual fathers." He was referring to his 
apostolic heritage, in which he as the apostle to the Gentiles had birthed a new 
group of people. He had brought them into being. He had poured forth and 
produced a generation, a tribe of new people that were not there before.

Now David had produced a new group of people in the same way, so he is a 
perfect picture and type of the apostle. You see the term "son of David" being 
used, referring to Jesus. And you see Jesus' generations being traced back to 
King David - a new generation of people coming forth from David.

I would like to look at the life of David and I would like to show you how David's 
experiences are typical of the preparation, training and calling of one called to 
the apostolic ministry within a specific category of influence and function that I 
have called the Davidic apostle. We saw it when we looked at Moses and the 
Moses Mandate. We saw how Moses was a picture of a particular type of 
apostle, and some of the experiences that he went through were exact 
illustrations of how God prepares and calls one to that kind of ministry office. 

Principles of Davidic Apostle

Now as we look at David we see something slightly different. We see some 
similarities and some overlaps. We see some very similar experiences between 
the two. But we see a completely different category of apostle. By the time I am 
finished with this you are going to understand a lot more clearly exactly what a 
Davidic apostle is and how he differs from a Mosaic apostle. So let's go on 
and look at the life of David, and see if we can learn from his experiences 
exactly how God trains and calls the Davidic apostle.

Called in Obscurity

The first principle I want you to consider is the fact that the Davidic apostle is 
called in obscurity. When God sent Samuel to the household of Jesse to anoint 
one to be king of Israel to replace King Saul whom God had rejected, Samuel 
went not knowing who he was going to choose to be the king. He only knew that 
he was going to go and that when he got there God was going to tell him exactly 
who it was. The Lord told him only one thing, 

"Amongst the sons of Jesse there is one whom I have called to be 
king over Israel, and you will anoint him to be king when I point him 
out to you." (1st Samuel 16:1).

We know the story of how Samuel went to Jesse's household and went through 
all the sons of Jesse starting from the eldest one, until eventually they had gone 
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through all the important sons and God had still not said, "Yes, this is the one." 
I think Samuel by that stage was beginning to think this was the first time in his 
prophetic ministry that he had missed it and heard wrongly.

Have you ever been that place as a prophet where you have done what God 
said?

"Well, the Lord says go, and go through all the sons and one of them is the 
king." Now you have gone through all the sons and not one of them is the king 
yet. Samuel fortunately had a bit more experience than that. He stopped right 
there and said, "Hang on guys, I'm not used to missing it. God said that 
there was a son amongst you that I was going to choose to be king. Have 
you got any more sons?" 

"Well, yeah, we've gone through all the main ones. But there is this one 
unimportant son. He's out there looking after the sheep. We didn't even think of 
inviting him to the party, because there is no ways he could be the king. Let's 
face it, if God is going to choose somebody to be the king, one would expect 
somebody who's got a bit of qualities of a king. This guy's got nothing! That's 
why we put him to look after the sheep. It's about all he's good for."

When they called him in, the moment he came in God said, "Rise and anoint 
him! This is the one whom I have called."

Talk about obscurity! Not only was he was obscure in the families of Israel, but 
also within his own family. He was set aside. He was the black sheep of the 
family. Nobody wanted anything to do with him. He was as obscure as you can 
get. The Davidic apostle is called out of obscurity. He is called from within 
obscurity. He is a nobody, unknown. He is a nothing. And God will reach out and 
take that person, lift him up and call him to be His chosen vessel.

Displace the Status Quo System

What was David called to do? David was called to displace Saul's kingdom. 
What is Saul's kingdom a picture of? It is a picture of the system (Mystery 
Babylon), the status quo system; the way things were being done and the way 
everybody had been used to it being done. It is the mold that everybody had 
been squeezed in. It was the system of the world. Saul's kingship was never 
God's intention in the first place. It was Israel's idea. They said to Samuel, 
"We're tired of listening to you. We want a king like all the other nations of 
the world."

When Samuel took it to the Lord, the Lord said, 

"Don't feel bad, Samuel. They are not rejecting you, they're rejecting 
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Me. If they want a king, give them a king. Warn them though what 
kind of king they are going to get, and how he's going to oppress 
them and squeeze them and make demands on them." (1st Samuel 
8:7, 9, 11-18).

They would not listen and said, "We want a king," so God said, "Okay, I'll give 
you a king." And God chose a man who was head and shoulders above 
everybody else.

The first king they got was the typical kind of king that everybody wanted - the 
great big, good looking, muscular, strong, intelligent, life and soul of the party 
type of guy. He was the kind of person you would respect; the kind of person you 
would expect to be a leader in the kingdom. But he was no use to God. He 
turned his back on Him, and the Lord had to reject him.

That is what has happened to the church system of today. It has followed the 
patterns of the world and God has had to reject it because it is no longer obeying 
Him and doing things His way. So God called somebody out of obscurity, little 
David, to rise up and displace the system. That is what God is doing today. He is 
calling out of obscurity people that are not in the system; people that do not even 
know anything about the system. David probably did not even know what a 
sword looked like. All he had was his sling and knew about looking after the 
sheep. His brothers were going off to war. He knew nothing. Talk about obscure! 
But God had called him to come out and displace the system.

Humble Beginnings

So where did David begin? After he had been anointed to be king did he just 
step out there and say, "Okay guys, I have arrived! God has anointed me to be 
king. Now I expect you to take me and put me on the throne and put the crown 
on my head. Now, you guys all bow down to me and reverence me now, because 
I am the new king of the land. Saul, get out of the way! Here I come."

You know where David started out? He started out as a servant (a deacon 
under the N.T.). Guess where? He became a servant to Saul. He was as 
servant as you could get. He became Saul's armor-bearer. That means you 
have to stand and do the dirty work carrying heavy armor, while this guy goes 
out and makes a name for himself and becomes the big hero. All you have to do 
is pass him his armor when he needs it. It kind of reminds you of Elisha when he 
poured water over the hands of Elijah, doesn't it? You start as low as it comes.

David was called to displace the system. He started out by being a servant to 
the system. He began to use the simple talents that he had, his musical abilities, 
and he gave them to the Lord. And David began to produce an influence on the 
system without the system even realizing what was going on. David was a small 
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insignificant little boy that had been brought in to be Saul's armor-bearer, played 
such beautiful music and made him feel so good when the anointing of God 
came forth from him. Yet Saul did not realize that this insignificant little boy who 
was serving him, was destined to take his place and displace his entire kingdom.

If God has called you to be a Davidic apostle you are not going to start at the 
top. You are going to start insignificantly. You are going to come out of obscurity 
and start at the bottom of the ladder. You will have to learn to be a servant first, 
and you will have to come and learn something about the system. You are going 
to displace the system and you do not even know anything about it! David was 
going to rise up and be king, but he had never even seen a king before, let 
alone come close to one.

Well, he came as close to Saul as any servant could get - right at his side. 
David stood there, and he watched Saul do battle and passed him his armor, 
and did all the donkey work. But he watched, he learned and he saw exactly 
what Saul was doing right, and what Saul was doing wrong. He looked at that 
and he knew and began to formulate in his mind even back there, "Hey if I was 
in his position I wouldn't do it that way. Man, just put me up there and let me do 
what this guy is doing. I would do it far better than that." Have you ever been 
there, Davidic apostle? By the time I am finished here you will recognize 
yourself. You will know who you are.

Training in Obscurity

David returned again to obscurity. He came out of obscurity to spend a short 
season in the system and came out of it again and went back to his flock. And 
while he returned in obscurity God began to train him. There, looking after the 
sheep, David began to learn how to care for God's sheep. He learned how to 
protect the sheep. He learned how to be a leader over the sheep, to watch over 
them and to protect them from the bear and the wolf. He learned true leadership 
capabilities.

If they had put David in charge of the armies of Israel, one wonders what kind of 
leader he would have been - this small, insignificant kind of guy. I can imagine 
David standing there over the sheep and talking to them. "Come on guys, we're 
going to go forward now!" He was just talking to a bunch of dumb sheep. It did 
not matter. God is going to train you in the background. He is going to train you 
in insignificant areas. He will teach you basic leadership principles, so that 
when He finally brings you out and into that place of leadership, you have 
already practiced all of them.

Where are you going to learn to be a leader in the Kingdom of God? Where are 
you going to learn to preach? Try preaching to the birds. Try preaching to the 
trees. I think it was Billy Graham who was reputed in his earlier days to have 
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gone out and preached to the trees. He practiced and practiced. That is where 
you are going to learn to be an apostle; out there in obscurity where nobody 
knows you even exist.

Characteristics of Davidic Apostle

That is the training of the apostle. We will speak about it a lot more as we 
continue dealing with the David Dynamic. I am going to be giving you a lot more 
detail on some of these things as we consider exactly how that apostle 
functions. But I am going to give you a summary spread just so that you can 
have an idea of some of the things that need to be considered. I am going to 
look firstly, in summary, at the characteristics of the Davidic apostle - things that 
characterize and make this kind of apostle stand out. It will help you to 
recognize such a person.

The Davidic Apostle's Characteristics

The role of this apostle is to gather together those who have rejected and 
moved away from the existing church system, and build them together into a new 
pattern. Just as David trained up his mighty men (a type of five fold ministry), 
and then brought the ark of God back to the people, so this apostolic type will 
bring about the restoration of the presence of God, with an emphasis on music 
as part of the process.

This apostolic type has a strong emphasis on the Prophetic Office.

I am going to look in summary, at the characteristics of the Davidic apostle -
things that characterize and make this kind of apostle stand out. It will help you 
to recognize such an apostle.

Prophetic Orientation

Firstly, the Davidic apostle is prophetic. Remember the verse we dealt with 
right at the beginning spoke about the patriarch, the apostle David? The 
Scripture said, "Being a prophet, he spoke and prophesied." David was a 
prophet. Today God is raising up people from within the prophetic movement to 
become apostles. You know what He is calling them to become? Mostly Davidic 
apostles, because the David apostle is prophetic. The Davidic apostle, like 
David probably has a musical orientation and a praise and worship orientation. 
A few good New Testament fulfillments of a Davidic apostle are John, the 
beloved disciple, Barnabas, and Silas, Paul's companion in ministry.

Functions out of the system
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The Davidic apostle cannot function using the principles of the system.
Remember when David came to slay Goliath and Saul said to him, "Okay 
David, here's my armor. You put it on and go and fight Goliath." Poor David. 
When the king says to you, "Look David, use my armor," you do not say, "I'm 
not using your armor you stupid idiot. I've got my sling and that's good enough!"
You do not talk to a king like that. You bow yourself to the ground and you say, 
"Yes, your worship, I will put on your armor." You know very well, though, that it 
is not going to work.

Do not think that you can use the principles of the system if you are called 
to be a Davidic apostle. Do not think that you can work within the system 
and go by the way that it works, because you cannot kill any Goliaths that 
way.

Davidic Apostle is Pastoral

The David apostle is pastoral. What is a pastor? He is a shepherd. What was 
David before he became the king? He was a shepherd. In fact, David received 
most of his training as a shepherd.

You say, "Do you mean to tell me that a pastor can be an apostle?"

No, an apostle can be a pastor. There is a difference. Most pastors think that 
they are apostles. They should be so lucky! They try to act like apostles. They 
are apostles over a small little group of people in one building. That is not the 
ministry of an apostle as we have shown, and we will continue to show it. But 
the apostle is shepherd over God's flock. And yes, he can shepherd God's 
people. And I tell you what, he is an expert at it. He was trained in it and came 
up through the ranks of the pastoral ministry, because he rose up in that kind 
of authority.

Replaces the System

The ultimate goal of the Davidic apostle is to replace the system. I want 
you to understand this very clearly. He is to raise up something that is an 
alternative to the system and put it in to replace the system and take its 
place. He can begin before the system crumbles. He does not have to wait 
for the system to crumble before he begins his function. He begins by 
building outside of the system. David had his mighty men. He had his whole 
army in place long before the kingdom of Saul fell. When Saul's kingdom was 
displaced all David needed to do was to take what he had already formed, bring 
it in and put it in place.

That is the beauty of being a Davidic apostle. You do not have to wait for God 
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to finally deal with the system and displace it before you can rise up in apostolic 
authority and apostolic ministry and carry out what God has called you to do. 
You can start right now, but you are going to have to leave the system first, 
because you are going to have to start outside of it.

Unfortunately the Davidic apostle cannot rise up into full ministry until the 
system crumbles, so you are going to have to wait. You can pray it through, you 
can get people ready for it, you can prophesy it and tell people about it, but you 
cannot do anything about it, because God did not call you to destroy the system. 
He called you to raise up an alternative to the system, and you must wait until 
the time is right before you replace the system with the true pattern that God has 
given you.

Early Call, Out of Obscurity

There are many more characteristics, but there is just one more I want to 
mention, and this is an outstanding one. That is, that the Davidic apostle is 
called while he is still young. 2nd Samuel 5:4 says this:

"David was thirty years old when he began to reign, and he reigned 
forty years." (2 Samuel 5:4, GMR)

That is pretty young to take the throne of Israel. Bear in mind, also, that at the 
age of 30 David had already gone through the entire preparation and training for 
the apostolic office. Not many prophets rise up into office by that age. Have 
you noticed that today God is calling people to the apostolic office from very 
young ages? Even in our Apostolic training we have young people. God is 
bringing in people still in their teen years, calling and raising them up. We also 
have people in their early 20's.

You say, "But surely if a person is going to be an apostle of God, he's got to be 
a mature, seasoned person, well established in the Word and in ministry, 
having lived his life with gray hairs already from all the problems he's had in 
ministry?"

No, you do not have to at all look like Santa. God is raising up young people. 
Why? Because the Davidic apostle can be trained very quickly, and he can 
begin to function immediately because he does not have to wait for the system to 
crumble. That is why, at this point in time, the majority of the apostles that God 
is raising up, and certainly the majority I think of those that He is bringing to us at 
this time, are coming from obscurity. Where are they coming from? They are 
certainly not coming from the system. They are coming from outside the system. 
They are coming from people that have been hurt by the system. They are 
coming from people that have been kicked out. They are coming from people 
that have been battling financially, that are in trouble and in debt. You read the 
descriptions of the people that came to David at the Cave of Adullam and it 
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sounds almost like the people that God is sending our way.

"David therefore departed thence, and escaped to the cave Adullam: 
and when his brethren and all his father's house heard it, they went 
down thither to him. And every one that was in distress [Heb: 'A 
narrow place, i.e. (abstractly and figuratively) confinement or disability:--
anguish, distress, straitness'], and every one that was in debt [Heb: 'To 
lend on interest; by implication to dun for debt:--× debt, exact, giver of 
usury'], and every one that was discontented [lack of contentment; 
dissatisfaction; restless desire for something more or different:--also 
discontentment], gathered themselves unto him; and he became a 
captain [Heb: 'A head person (of any rank or class):--captain, captain that 
had rule, chief, chief captain, general, governor, keeper, lord, master, + 
taskmaster, prince, principal, ruler, steward'] over them: and there were 
with him about four hundred men." (1st Samuel 22:1-2).

"Glory! I must be a Davidic apostle. There must be something there. God must 
have raised up this ministry to train Davidic apostles."

Of course He has, and that is why I am sharing it with you. And you, if you are 
reading this and are part of the Apostolic training, the chances are you are 
probably Davidic, particularly if you are younger; particularly if you have left the 
system and are outside of it. I feel sorry for you if you are in the system, because 
the bad news is you are going to be kicked out - probably not long after joining 
us! You had better get out quickly. It is going to happen.

Comparisons Between the Two

Now I want to end with comparisons between the Davidic and Mosaic apostles. 
I have kind of given you a bit of that already, but I would like to give you some 
specific comparisons.

You say, "If all of this applies to the Davidic apostle, then what about the 
Mosaic apostle. What makes that apostle so different?"

Different Emphasis

The Davidic apostle has a prophetic emphasis as we saw. The Mosaic 
apostle has a teaching emphasis - those whom God is raising up who are well 
grounded in the Word and are teachers in the Word. They can be prophetic 
too, but their emphasis tends to be very strongly Word-based. Those who tend 
to veer towards the prophetic usually have a Davidic emphasis.

Apostolic Preparation Time
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The Davidic apostle does not require a long a preparation as Moses did. When 
David was 30 he was on the throne. When Moses was 40 he was in the 
backside of the desert and had not even started yet. It is tough being called to 
be a Moses.

I can see you young guys saying, "I just hope I'm not called to be a Moses." You 
have a lot of years to wait yet. The good news is however, that you do not have 
to wait to be a Moses. You can start being a David in the meantime, if you are 
prophetic of course.

Different Ages

The Davidic apostle is usually younger than Moses for that very same reason. 
It does not necessarily follow. It does not mean that an older person has to be a 
Moses. It does not mean that God cannot call older people to be Davidic 
apostles. Certainly if you have a prophetic orientation more than a teaching 
orientation, the chances are you are Davidic.

The System

David works outside the system. Moses works inside of the system. David waits 
for the system to be displaced. What does the Mosaic apostle do? He causes it 
to be displaced.

You are saying, "But you have been talking about displacing the system, haven't 
you? Now you tell us that the Davidic apostle is not supposed to displace the 
system. He has to wait for God to do it. So hold on, I thought the apostle was 
meant to destroy the system." You do not destroy the system if you are Davidic. 
If you are a Moses, yes you are going to be there, right in the middle of it.

To Confront or Not

The Davidic apostle is non-confrontational. David did not confront Saul. He did 
not go there and shake his harp in Saul's face and say, "Don't you dare throw 
the javelin at me, because I bind you in the name of the Lord of hosts, and you 
demon, you come out of him!"

No. David ran. The Davidic apostle does not confront the system. He works 
outside of it. And if ever he confronts the system he will confront it as a 
prophet by sending forth a decree. We will be speaking about that, 
particularly when we look at the displacement of the system.

Moses of course, is the one who goes to the highest authority, Pharaoh himself, 
puts his stick in his face and says, "You let God's people go. Now!" You do not 
have a young guy doing that I assure you. You do not have somebody who does 
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not know the Word trying to do that. And you do not have somebody who does 
not have maturity and experience behind him trying to do that. So do not think 
that you as a young guy, being raised up as an apostle, full of arrogant self-
strength, can rise up and be a Moses. It is going to take a bit more maturity and 
experience than that to rise up and become a Mosaic apostle.

Different Concerns

David is more concerned about the functions of the Body and the 
ministries of the Body. After all, he is prophetic. That is what the prophet 
does. The prophetic style apostle sets the Body in order and brings out the 
ministries. The Mosaic apostle is concerned about the structure.

"The structure's got to be right. We have to have a plurality of elders. We've got 
to have things set up correctly. The meetings must be in order. We've got to 
have the finances in order. We have to have things run the right way. People 
must be grounded in the Word and established properly, according to sound 
Scriptural patterns and principles."

When you hear somebody talking like that you say, "Moses!" When you hear 
somebody saying, "We've just got to get revival power. We've got to shake 
the church and turn it upside down. We must get people stirred up. We've 
got to bring out the ministries and the signs and wonders. We must see 
the gifts in manifestation," you say, "Hello David."

David has a revival anointing emphasis. Moses’ emphasis is the Word and 
counseling, and dealing with deep spiritual problems. The revival junkie is a 
David. The Word junkie is a Moses. Do not play the one off against the other. 
They work together and bring balance, and they are both necessary.

Difference in Approach

David is a warrior. He is going to go out and conquer the world. Moses is a 
statesman and is going to do it democratically. He is going to rise up in political 
power and change the constitution. There is a whole different approach. You do 
not have a young 30 year old guy rising up and becoming the President. It takes 
somebody with a bit more age and maturity behind him. I am not saying it is 
impossible, just not usual. People do not follow somebody who is young and 
inexperienced.

Apostolic Training

The Davidic Apostle is trained in obscurity. When did Moses' training begin? 
Think about it. His training did not begin in the backside of the desert. Moses' 
training began when he stepped into that Red Sea. It began as he walked 
through the desert and climbed Mount Sinai; as he wandered for 40 years with 
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the Children of Israel in the desert.

Moses was trained on the job. David was trained outside of the job in 
obscurity, looking after his father's sheep. And having been trained, and 
having raised up and built his little empire outside of the system, David
then brought it back in and rose up. The Moses apostle is going to be 
trained on the job. You do not want to be a Moses if you can help it. It is a tough 
job. And in the end you have to hand over to some young upstart called Joshua, 
and he gets all the glory for it.

David grew up outside the system and he was brought into the system.
Moses grew up in the system and he had to leave it. There is a total different 
orientation altogether between the two apostles. Yet if you put the two together 
you have a balance and you have a full picture of the apostolic ministry and 
the apostolic office. You have a picture of the two end-time apostles that God 
is raising up - the Davidic apostle and the Mosaic apostle.

Get Moving with your Apostolic Training

I think by now you should have a pretty good idea of the differences between 
those two, and particularly by now you should have a good picture of exactly 
what a Davidic apostle is. By now you should be able to clearly identify whether 
God has called you to such a ministry, and you should be able to look at your 
life and tick them off and say, "Yes, been there, been there. I've got a sneaky 
suspicion what's coming next. Oh dear, I was afraid of that. I was hoping I didn't 
have to do that."

You have no more excuse anymore, because now you know what is going to 
happen. So stop wasting time and get to it. Go on to the next step, get moving in 
your training, get moving through your preparation. Rise up and take your place 
as the Davidic apostle in today's end-times church, and begin to prepare that 
new system that is going to displace the existing system that is so totally out of 
order.

Chapter 7 The Joshua Apostle

The role of this apostle is to practically set in place the structure laid out by the 
Moses Apostle. Thus just as Joshua took the land and apportioned it to the 
people by their tribes, so the Joshua apostle will 'take the land' and apportion 
it to the church.

This apostolic type has a strong emphasis on evangelism and revival.

Joshua was Moses' disciple and was discipled by him. The Joshua disciple 
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is zealous for the principles that are introduced by Moses. So zealous was 
Joshua for Moses that when God told Moses to appoint the seventy elders and 
that He would put the anointing upon them, two of them failed to turn up. And as 
they were standing in the camp and the anointing of God came down on the sixty 
eight that had gone, the power of God came upon those two that remained in the 
camp, and they began to prophesy.

Joshua turned to Moses and said, "My Lord, shut them up. They can't do this! 
That's out of order. It's contrary to what you said. Sort them out!"

Joshua was there and was ready to defend Moses. I will show you when we 
look at Joshua in more detail that he actually was Moses' bodyguard. His main 
function was actually to protect Moses.

Completes The Moses Mandate

The Joshua apostle takes over where Moses left off and completes the work. It 
was not Moses who led the Israelites into the Land of Canaan and gave them 
the land, but it was Joshua.

The Joshua apostle displaces the System. Joshua went into the land and 
drove the enemy off in order that the Promised Land could be inhabited and 
taken over by the people. The Joshua apostle hands over the church to a new 
generation. Not one of those that left Egypt made it into the Canaan Land except 
Joshua and Caleb. Joshua handed over the Promised Land to a young and 
new generation. The church of tomorrow will be led by a new generation and the 
old will die out and will fade away. 

And finally, the Joshua apostle brings rest to the Body of Christ. It says in 
Joshua 21:44:

"And the LORD gave them rest round about, according to all that he 
sware unto their fathers: and there stood not a man of all their 
enemies before them; the LORD delivered all their enemies into their 
hand."

Joshua gave them the Land. He conquered it and divided it and handed it over 
to them, and it said that they finally had rest from warfare and from their 
enemies.

The Joshua Apostle

The role of this apostle is to practically set in place the structure laid out by the 
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Moses Apostle. Thus just as Joshua took the land and apportioned it to the 
people by their tribes, so the Joshua apostle will 'take the land' and apportion 
it to the church.

This apostolic type has a strong emphasis on evangelism and revival.

Joshua 11:23 say,

"So Joshua [Heb: 'Jehovah-saved; Jehoshuä (i.e. Joshua), the Jewish 
leader:--Jehoshua, Jehoshuah'] took the whole land, according to all 
that the LORD said unto Moses; and Joshua gave it for an 
inheritance [Heb: 'Properly something inherited, i.e. (abstractly) 
occupancy, or (concretely) an heirloom; generally an estate, patrimony or 
portion:--heritage, to inherit, inheritance, possession'] unto Israel 
according to their divisions by their tribes. And the land rested [Heb: 
'To repose (usually figuratively):--appease, idleness, quiet, at quiet, be at 
quiet, be in quietness, give quiet, rest, be at rest, be in rest, give rest, 
have rest, take rest, settle, be still'] from war [Gk: '(in the sense of 
fighting). A battle (i.e. the engagement); generally war (i.e. warfare):--
battle, fight, fighting, war, + warrior']."

The apostle is the highest ministry office of all. This means that apostles must 
be leaders. If you are to be at the top of the pole, everybody is looking to you for 
direction. And so, it is therefore very important that you understand as apostles 
and those who are called to be apostles, what it means to be a leader, how 
leaders behave, what they look like - all the qualities that are required in them.

Apostolic Leadership

As I looked to the Lord to see what I should emphasize from the life of Joshua 
that relates to the apostle, the Lord said to me, "Emphasize apostolic 
leadership." And so now as we look at the Joshua apostle, not only are we 
going to look at what the function and role of the Joshua apostle is, but we are 
going to see some very important qualities that are involved in being a leader in 
the Kingdom of God, as an apostle.

How is an apostle trained to become a leader? It is a very good question. And 
how is apostolic leadership displayed? Can you paint a clear picture? Could 
you look at a person and say, "Now that is an example of apostolic 
leadership?" Perhaps if you are a leader in this world and perhaps if you have 
been in management in a worldly organization or a managing director of a 
company or something like that, you may have a concept in your mind of what it 
is to be a leader. However, the world's concept of leadership isn't always the 
same as God's. There are things that overlap. So I want you to put aside all 
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preconceived ideas of what it means to rise up and be an apostle and be a 
leader. Everybody wants to be an apostle, because an apostle is top of the 
pole.

"I want to be the big guy. I want to be the big shot. I want to be the one who calls 
the shots and tells everybody else what to do."

By the time you are finished looking at the life of Joshua, you might change your 
mind. Let's see how apostolic leadership is displayed from the life of Joshua. 

Mentored Apostle

Joshua is one of the apostolic types that we have already looked at, and he is 
of a category that I would like to call a mentored apostle. In other words, 
Joshua is an apostle who is trained through mentorship unlike some of the 
other apostles who have received their call and their training directly from the 
Lord without the agency of a mentor. Joshua is trained exclusively through 
somebody that God has already raised up into Apostolic Office. And so, we are 
going to look firstly at the call to mentorship and to training, and we are going to 
see how an apostle who is called to be trained through mentorship will be 
trained and will learn to rise up and take his place.

Apostle who knows Submission and Obedience

The first thing that such an apostle needs to learn is submission and obedience.

You say, "I thought I was going to be a leader."

That's right. If you want to lead, you first have to learn to follow. If you want to 
give commands you had better first learn how to obey them. Anybody who has 
been in the Army knows that. You don't start out as a General. You start out as a 
Private. You start out as a nobody, as a nothing. You begin by saying, "Yes Sir, 
no Sir, three bags full Sir," and you are saluting so fast at every officer who walks 
past that your hand nearly falls off! That is what qualifies you to rise up and 
become that leader.

Joshua is a classic example of that. The first appearance we ever see of 
Joshua is described in Exodus 17:9. It says this:

"And Moses said to Joshua, Choose us out men, and go out, fight 
with Amalek: tomorrow I will stand on the top of the hill with the rod 
of God in my hand."
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Joshua Apostle has Obscure Start

We are not told where Joshua came from or how Moses came to know him. We 
are not given much of a background. We are always just told that he was the son 
of Nun, which means he didn't have any parents? Nun was the name of his 
father, I guess. We don't know whether he had a mother, because mothers are 
never considered important enough to mention in Scripture, and so he was the 
son of Nun, whoever Nun was. We don't know that either. He was just an 
obscure little nobody who came out of nowhere, and he was known as the 
servant of Moses. That was a great exalted title, a good way to start out as an 
apostle.

And so, here was Joshua. We are not sure what kind of relationship he had with 
Moses, but we know that as the Children of Israel were journeying towards the 
Promised Land, suddenly they were attacked by Amalek. Who was Amalek? He 
was a descendant of Esau. He was actually the child of Esau's son through a 
concubine.

Esau in the Scripture is always compared with Jacob, and the two are often 
allegorized, Jacob being the one that was blessed and Esau the one that was 
not blessed. Jacob being a picture of the Spirit and Esau being a picture of the 
flesh. So Amalek stands for everything contrary and anti to God's order and 
purpose. And so the first thing that happened as the Israelites tried to move 
towards the Promised Land is they were attacked by Amalek.

I am not going to go into a lot of detail on that, because we are going to deal with 
that later. But here were these Israelites who had been in slavery. They had 
never had a chance to do much except work very hard, so I guess they must 
have had good muscles. They must have been pretty tough guys, so they would 
have probably made good warriors, but they had never been trained to be 
soldiers. If they did they would have killed all the Egyptians and taken over. They 
clearly were not organized enough, otherwise they would have broken out of 
Egypt by themselves. They needed a leader to come and bring them out.

And so here was Amalek attacking the Israelites, Moses was the leader, and he 
was on the spot, because now he had to fight back. So Moses did what many 
seasoned leaders do. He passed the buck to somebody else and he said, "Hey 
Joshua, I've got a job for you. I want you to go and select men to go out with 
you, and I want you to go and fight these Amalakites. But don't worry Joshua, 
I'm right behind you. I'll be standing on the mountain watching you get killed!"

Apostle Does the Dirty Work

Poor Joshua. He was Moses' servant and he was going to rise up. He was 
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going to be Moses' right hand man, and the first thing he got was the dirty work 
that nobody else wanted. Do you want to be trained to be an apostle? Start by 
being the servant and get used to the idea that you will do the donkey work that 
your senior guy doesn't want to do. You are going to get your hands dirty when 
he doesn't feel like it. And you are going to moan and groan and complain and 
say, "But that's not fair!"

Take your choice. Do you want to rise up? Do you want to become that leader? 
That is the first price you will have to pay. Why? It is because if you are to rise 
up and be a leader, as an apostle you will need to have worked your way up 
from Private. You need to know every rank. If you are going to rise up and lead a 
company in business, you need to know what every single employee in that 
company does. You need to know how they think. You need to know how they 
function. You need to have been in their shoes.

You will find the guy who just gets handed it on a platter from his dad and takes 
over the company is a little hotshot, and usually by the time dad disappears so 
does the company, because he has never learned to understand the employees. 
He doesn't know what is involved in running this company. But you see the guy 
who started out as the janitor and he worked his way up and eventually became 
the managing director of the company. This is a man who understands the 
employees. He understands the jobs. He understands every aspect of the 
company because he has been there and worked his way up through it. He is 
the guy who makes the best leader of all.

Do you want to be an apostolic leader? The most efficient you will ever be is if 
you are prepared to submit yourself in humility and start out as the servant and 
do all the dog work and dirty work that nobody else wants. I know one of our 
team members and fellow apostle has shared in his testimony how he came out 
with these great big visions, and the first job he got was to do the garden. Yup, it 
takes a lot of gifts of the spirit to do gardening! Do you want to learn to be an 
apostle? That is where you start - doing the dirty work.

Need Covering of Protection

And so here was Joshua, doing the dirty work. But you know, Moses didn't just 
sit back, send him off and wait for it to happen? Moses went up that mountain, 
he took the rod of God and he said, "Joshua I'm right here with you. I'm standing 
with you. I'm watching you. I'm here for you!" Moses held up his rod. And as 
Moses held up his rod he gave that covering of protection to Joshua, and 
Joshua couldn't lose. The moment Moses became tired and let down the rod, 
Joshua started to lose. You see, it wasn't Joshua's wonderful skill that was 
making him succeed in this very first job. It was the backing of his mentor! It was 
having somebody over him watching him, protecting him and speaking power on 
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him that gave him the ability.

And so while you are out there doing the dirty work, don't forget that without the 
covering and protection of your master or your mentor, you will fail even in that. 
You have to learn to trust your mentor. You have to learn that when he gives you 
a job to do he has a reason for giving you that job. You have to learn that if he 
says, "I'm going to be there to back you," that he is there to back you, although 
you cannot see him. You have to trust him, because if you cannot trust him you 
are not going to learn to trust the Lord that he represents to you, because he is 
God's representative to you at this time. So Joshua had to learn to trust Moses 
implicitly and to do exactly as he was told.

Apostle has Natural Leadership Temperament

Now Joshua was not a weak guy. He was a strong driver temperament. You 
have to be to go out on the battlefield and take charge of a lot of men and go 
and kill the Amalekites. He was not a wimp. Joshua was a tough guy. He was 
probably a young six foot six inch type of person who played football. He was 
very strong. In the natural he was ready to go out there and let them have it! In 
fact, he was very zealous as all driver/expressives are - ready to just go out and 
kill.

That can be a good quality to be a leader. But you know what? That is what the 
world calls natural leadership. God doesn't necessarily need that natural quality 
to make you into a leader. And sometimes that natural quality actually becomes 
an obstacle to your leadership, and the Lord has to deal with it and bring you to 
a place where you don't depend on your natural strengths.

And so we see a little bit later as Moses called out the seventy elders, and God 
took of the anointing that was on Moses and put it on the seventy. The Scripture 
says that two of them didn't come out. They stayed in the camp. And when the 
anointing came on the others these guys who didn't come out for the official 
meeting still received the anointing. They were prophesying there in the camp. 
Moses and Joshua were together when the news came saying, "Hey, these 
guys who never bothered coming to the meeting are prophesying!" 

Joshua got on his high horse and said, "Moses! You can't let them happen! Tell 
them to shut up." 

Can you see the expressive driver in him? He was just ready to go and give 
them a smack.

"How dare you guys prophesy? You didn't bother coming to the meeting!"

He wanted to zap them. Doesn't this kind of remind you of Moses in Egypt when 
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they first started out? He was so zealous.

Moses just smiled to himself and said, "Thank you for being so zealous for me 
Joshua, but hey, I wish everybody was a prophet. Don't stop them. Just hold 
your horses and calm down. I've got it under control. You don't need to help me 
out on this one Joshua, because I have it in hand."

The disciple sometimes thinks the mentor has become a doddering old fool and 
says, "We've got to help him out! Man, this guy just has no backbone. He's just 
letting the people ride all over him. He's become old and he can't handle this 
anymore. He needs somebody young and full of strength and energy to go and 
fight for him." 

He had the great zeal of a typical young apostle in training and wanted to 
conquer the world. However, God has to deal with some of that in you and calm 
you down a little bit, otherwise that temperament will control you instead of the 
call of God. And so Joshua learned through submission and obedience and let 
the Lord deal with all of his natural strengths.

Blessing Through Association

Then Joshua learned through his association with Moses. The next experience 
Joshua had was climbing the Mountain with his mentor. In Exodus 24:13 it 
says: 

"And Moses rose up, and his minister [servant, deacon] Joshua: and 
Moses went up into the mount of God."

Joshua was glued to Moses. He went wherever Moses went. Part of the reason 
for that I believe is that Joshua was actually Moses' bodyguard. If you were 
going to pick a bodyguard, would you pick a small weak little guy? That is how I 
know that he must have been quite a tough guy. I could just see little Moses 
walking along, probably about my height. I like to think that Moses was 
insignificantly small. Then you have this six-foot six guy walking next to him. If 
you came across Moses and just wanted to swat him you took a second look at 
that big guy next to him and you thought, "Not today!"  

Joshua went wherever Moses did, and you didn't tangle with a guy who looked 
like that. So when Moses went up the Mountain he took his bodyguard with him 
for protection. I mean, you never know what you might find up the Mountain! 
Moses took Joshua with him wherever he went, and as the disciple learns to 
stick to the mentor he will receive an opportunity to enter into some of the 
blessings that his mentor is going to experience. 
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And so as God called Moses to go up the Mountain, Joshua was the only one 
out of everybody who got to go up the Mountain with him. Some of the other 
elders, and even Aaron, only went a part of the way up, but Joshua went all the 
way up with Moses. He was the only one who was given that opportunity. 

Now we don't know whether Joshua actually went directly into the presence of 
the Lord with Moses. The Scripture doesn't tell us whether as God 
communicated directly with Moses, Joshua was right there and whether he 
experienced it as well. But Joshua experienced something up that Mountain that 
nobody else had an opportunity to experience.

If you want to rise up to be an apostle, God has given you somebody to be your 
mentor, teacher and trainer, and you stick to him like glue even when he is 
giving you dirty jobs to do. When you come back from finishing the dirty work 
you go there and say, "So, have you got anything else for me to do then?" You 
stick to him, and when you do that your association with him will cause you to 
experience and receive some of the same blessing that he is getting.

It is very important. It reminds you of Elisha and Elijah doesn't it? Remember 
where Elijah said to Elisha, "I'm leaving and I'm going," and Elisha said, "I'm 
going with you. I'm not leaving you behind." It is going to take that kind of 
commitment even when the mentor starts to become an impossible person and 
becomes senile and ratty, and he flies off the handle because he is in a bad 
mood. There is nobody else to fly off at except you, because you're there. What 
a price to pay! Have you ever been there? You have to take the good with the 
bad, but ultimately you are heading for the same place as your mentor. 

This Apostle Desires More

Like all good disciples Joshua was not satisfied to get just what his mentor 
had. He thought, "That's great. Moses is doing a good job. He's got a good 
anointing, but I want to be better. I want to be greater. I want to have more." It is 
the quality of a good disciple. Elisha was like that. When Elijah said to him, 
"So what do you want?" he said, "Twice what you have."

"Don't be greedy now!"

Joshua's aspiration was to exceed Moses. How do I know that? It tells me in 
Exodus 33:11 that Moses took Joshua with him also once he had set up the 
Tabernacle of Meeting where they would go into the presence of God, and 
Joshua went with Moses into His presence. Now the Scripture does tell us 
exactly what happened! As God spoke to Moses face to face Joshua was there 
witnessing it. It says in this Scripture:
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"And the LORD spake unto Moses face to face, as a man speaketh 
unto his friend. And he turned again into the camp: but his servant 
[Moses' servant/deacon] Joshua, the son of Nun, a young man, 
departed not out of the tabernacle."

Joshua had a mentality that said, "More Lord! Moses was happy to sit there for 
an hour, but I'll stay there for a couple more." Joshua was determined to get as 
much as he could. It was not enough just to be there while Moses spoke with 
God. He stayed on a bit longer.

I'm sure he just cried out to the Lord and said, "Can't you speak to me too? Lord, 
I want what Moses has. I want to spend time in Your presence. I want as much 
as you have. I want everything you've got! I want it all!" There was a driving 
force. He was not going to let his mentor leave him behind. He wanted to grab 
everything that he could. There was a very important reason for that which we 
will see as we go on. 

In his association with Moses alone Joshua was beginning to rise up as a 
leader. And in your association with a senior apostle of God, just by remaining 
close and faithful to him, watching him, being with him and emulating him in 
everything that he does, you are already beginning to accumulate some of the 
anointing that is on that man or woman.

However there are tests to pass. Before you can qualify there are tests that you 
must pass. Your mentor will test you and God is going to test you through him. 
They are not always pleasant, but you have to pass the tests in order to qualify 
to rise up and be a leader in your own right. Until you do, you remain purely an 
extension of your mentor, and nothing more.

Chapter 8 The Solomon Apostle

The role of this apostle is to bring together the old and new under a new pattern 
that will establish the fullness of God's order for the End Times Church. In order 
to accomplish this, this apostolic type will complete the pattern that is initiated 
by the David apostle, just as Solomon built the temple designed by David.

This apostolic type will make use of the principles of business and cause an 
influx of finances in order to accomplish this task.

The main emphasis of this apostolic type is the Pastoral Office.

Solomon was discipled by his father David. Solomon is zealous of introducing 
change, according to David's pattern. Just as Moses lays out the correct 
structure for the church, Joshua goes in, smashes the old one in order to 
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introduce the new, so as David has introduced the new concept to those who 
have left the System, the Solomon apostle takes them in and shows them how 
to set up and put in place the pattern that David has introduced. 

Love and Wisdom

Now here is something that should make you laugh. The Solomon apostle 
brings an emphasis on love, not war. Joshua was the warrior. With him was big 
strife, conflict and, "Go kill him! Rout the System! Destroy it! Push it out!"

Solomon waits for David to do all the warfare and get it finished, then he settles 
down and becomes a gentleman. He enters into the prosperity that David has 
prepared the people for. And so Solomon brings an emphasis on working 
smarter, not harder. Solomon brings wisdom. He brings the right way of doing 
things. Poor Joshua has to go and beat them on the head and try and knock 
some sense into them, knock it out of them and get things right.

Solomon waits for it all to blow over and he says, "Okay guys, we're going to 
build from scratch. Now let me show you how to do it the right way."

He comes with wisdom, with the right pattern and the right principles, and he has 
no opposition, because he is building on new ground. He doesn't have to go into 
the status quo (Mystery Babylon--"That great city which spiritually is called 
Sodom and EGYPT, where also our Lord was crucified--Old Jerusalem"). 
He builds a new church. He goes back and builds something that replaces the 
System.

Brings the Power of God

And finally, Solomon brings the power of God to the people. It says in 1st Kings 
8:

"And it came to pass, when the priests were come out of the holy 
place, that the cloud filled the house of the LORD, so that the priests 
could not stand to minister because of the cloud: for the glory of the 
LORD had filled the house of the LORD."

That is a description of what happened as Solomon completed the building of 
the Temple. Who made the plans? David did. Who supplied the finance? David 
did.

You say, "Solomon was such a brilliant guy. He made so much money."

You could too, if you started out as a millionaire! Solomon just used wisely what 
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was handed over to him on a platter. It was given to him. I can just see that all of 
you want to be a Solomon.

The Solomon apostle moves in the glory, and when he puts the church in place 
in accordance with the correct pattern, God's glory comes down and people 
cannot stand because the glory cloud of God comes down, and everybody is 
going to be flat on their face, falling under the power of God.

The Solomon Apostle

"And David [Heb: 'Loving; David, the youngest son of Jesse'] comforted 
[Heb: 'Properly to sigh, i.e. breathe strongly; by implication to be sorry, i.e. (in 
a favorable sense) to pity, console or (reflexively) rue; or (unfavorably) to 
avenge (oneself):--comfort, comfort self, + ease one's self, repent, repenter, 
repenting, repent self'] Bathsheba [Heb: 'Daughter of an oath'] his wife, and 
went in unto her, and lay [Heb: 'To lie down (for rest, sexual connection)']
with her: and she bare a son, and he called his name Solomon [Heb: 
'Peaceful; Shelomoh, David's successor']: and the LORD loved [Gk: 'To 
have affection for (sexually or otherwise):--love, loved, lovely, lover, beloved, 
like, friend'] him. And He [God] sent by the hand [Heb: 'A hand (the open
one {POWER, MEANS, DIRECTION})'] of Nathan [Heb: 'Given'] the prophet
[Gk: 'A prophet or (generally) inspired man:--To prophesy, i.e. speak (or sing) 
by inspiration (in prediction or simple discourse), prophecy, that prophesy, 
prophet']; and he called his name Jedidiah [Heb: 'Beloved of Jah; 
Jedidejah, a name of Solomon'], because of the LORD." (2nd Samuel 
12:24-25).

Different and Favored

Do you know what it is like to be a kid brother, or a kid sister as the case may 
be? To have a sibling who is older than you, better than you, better looking than 
you or more popular than you? Have you ever had an older brother or sister that 
dominated you or looked down on you in any way? Have you ever been the 
black sheep of your family where it seems like you are the one child that kind of 
doesn't fit in with the rest? You are different. You don't want to be different, but 
you are.

If you can identify with any of these then you are well on your way to easily 
identifying with Solomon, because that was the situation that Solomon grew up 
in. Solomon was not top of the pile in David's family. He was a 'Johnny-come-
lately' who arrived further down the line after David had had all of his main sons. 
In fact, Solomon was born to a woman whom David acquired as a wife through 
sin. Solomon's mother was Bathsheba whom David went and committed 
adultery with while his men were out at war, and sinned before the Lord. God 
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had to rebuke him because of this.

And so Solomon did not exactly grow up with this wonderful heritage and 
reputation. But he had something that the others didn't have. Solomon had the 
favor of the Lord. Solomon had had a prophetic word from God. He alone had 
received a word from the prophet that said, "You are favored of God. The Lord 
loves you. You are special."

Now I know of somebody way back by the name of Joseph who had this 
problem as well, where he was favored and his brothers didn't like it. When God 
has placed His hand upon you and called you to a special ministry the chances 
are that you are not going to fit in with the rest, and the rest are probably not 
going to like it very much and are likely to look down on you, especially if they 
happen to find out that God gave a special prophetic word just for you - dumb 
little kid brother! Are you beginning to identify with some of this? Perhaps 
somewhere there have been the early beginnings of a preparation for the 
ministry of a Solomon apostle.

Early Preparation Through Family

The first problem that Solomon faced came from his family. And so as we look at 
the ministry of the Solomon apostle I want to begin by looking at his 
preparation. The preparation begins way back in childhood. Of course that 
applies to all of us doesn't it? And so if we look at the life of a Solomon apostle
the chances are there have been difficulties starting from childhood, and in order 
to rise up into that position the chances are you have been pushed down, you 
have been ignored, and you have been rejected and neglected. You have faced 
a lot of difficulties along the way.

The first obstacle that Solomon faces in rising up to become king is that his 
elder brother rises up ahead of him. We read it in 1st Kings 1:5-7. It says:

"Then Adonijah [Heb: 'Lord (i.e. worshipper) of Jah'] the son of Haggith 
[Heb: 'Festive; Chaggith, a wife of David'] exalted himself, saying, I will 
be king: and he prepared him chariots and horsemen, and fifty men 
to run before him. And his father [David] had not displeased [Heb: 
'Properly to carve, i.e. fabricate or fashion; hence (in a bad sense) to 
worry, pain or anger:--displease, grieve, hurt, make, be sorry, vex, 
worship, wrest'] him at any time in saying, Why hast thou done so? 
and he also was a very goodly [Heb: 'Outline, i.e. figure or 
appearance:--+ beautiful, × comely, countenance, + fair, × favored, form, 
× goodly, × resemble, visage, HANDSOME'] man; and his mother bare 
him after Absalom [Heb: 'Father of peace (i.e. friendly); Abshalom, a son 
of David']. And he conferred [got advice from] with Joab [Heb: 'Jehovah-
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fathered; Joäb'] the son of Zeruiah [Heb: 'Wounded; Tserujah'], and with 
Abiathar [Heb: 'Father of abundance (i.e. liberal); Ebjathar'] the priest 
[Heb: 'Literally one officiating, a priest; also (by courtesy) an acting priest
(although a layman):--chief ruler, × own, priest, prince, principal officer']: 
and they following Adonijah helped [Heb: 'To surround, i.e. protect or 
aid:--help, succor'] him."

Solomon's older brother was a good looking guy. He was confident. He was tall, 
dark and handsome as the cliché goes. He was born after Absalom, and kind of 
followed in his footsteps, just like Absalom tried to win the people over with his 
good looks. Adonijah was in the same category. He was a good looking guy, and 
the king had never cramped his style.

David had never stood in his way and said, "Now Adonijah, you're being 
arrogant and proud, boy. Sort yourself out!"

David did not correct his children, but we are not talking about David here. It 
was one of the biggest mistakes that David made. He did not correct his 
children, and so poor Solomon, although he knew that God favored him and 
although he knew that God had called him to be king and to take over from 
David, the first problem he faced is that his elder brother stood up ahead of him 
and took the throne. His brother rose up and took what should have been his, 
and he couldn't do anything about it. He didn't have the looks. He didn't have the 
confidence. He didn't have the age or the support that Adonijah had.

If God has called you to be a Solomon you will face those who will try to usurp 
what God has called you to and who will try to rise up ahead of you. They will put 
you down and try to make you look like a little nobody, a little kid brother. The 
tendency will be there to feel insecure and rejected and neglected and say, "Oh 
well, maybe God didn't really call me after all. I don't have what it takes. I don't 
have all these good qualities that my brother has."

Solomon didn't try to defend himself, but God vindicated him and lifted him up. If 
you are a Solomon and you have been facing the preparation through the 
years, I want to encourage you right now that you do not need to defend 
yourself. You do not need to vindicate yourself, but God will vindicate you. He 
will lift you up, and He will put you in the place that He has called you to be. You 
don't have to use the arm of the flesh to do it. You don't have to rise up and try to 
get the recognition for yourself. God recognizes you! Just let it go. He will lift you 
up in His time.

Humble Disposition

Solomon is not an aggressive guy at all. He is not at all vindictive. That is what 
makes him so special. He doesn't have to exalt himself and push himself. He is a 
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king that will reign, not with worldly fleshly power, but with the wisdom of God. 
And as a Solomon apostle you do not need to look for natural qualities. You do 
not have to say, "Well for me to be an apostle we have this picture of what an 
apostle should look like. He is this great big austere man that everybody 
respects and bows to. He is a man with great education and knowledge and 
capability and good looks, and he has the world at his feet."

You look at yourself and you say, "I don't shape up! How can I ever rise up and 
be this apostle that God has called me to be?"

You have all the qualities you need. Don't see those as disadvantages. See 
those as advantages, because it is those qualities of weakness that have given 
you the possibility of rising up and being a Solomon. God doesn't call the 
mighty, the wise and the noble to be His leaders. He calls the weak and the 
gentle and the meek. Just you keep that meek attitude and God will raise you up 
and vindicate you in His time.

David's Mistakes

David sure made some mistakes didn't he? He did not correct his sons, and not 
only that but he did not protect Solomon from this eventuality. While David was 
lying there in bed, an old man and not knowing what was going on in his 
kingdom, his eldest son had risen up and usurped him.

David accomplished much. He was a man after God's own heart, but he had a 
lot of weaknesses and he should have allowed for this fact. He should have 
made it known right at the beginning that Solomon was to take his place, and if 
David had not been informed about this Solomon may have been killed by his 
brother and not made it to the throne.

Adonijah and the System

Solomon was taken advantage of by David's associates. Who were they? Two 
of them that Adonijah managed to find who would stand with him. The first one 
was Joab, the leader and general of David's armies. He had great power and 
command of the armies. The other one was Abiathar the priest. He had control 
of the religious side. The one was a naturalistic control, the other a spiritual or 
religious control. 

Adonijah had the System on his side. He had those of repute who stood out and 
were recognized. After all that is what he was doing wasn't he? He was looking 
for recognition for himself. He had all of those on his side. You will see people 
rising up ahead of you, and you will see them being recognized by the System 
and by those who appear to be somebody out there, by those who appear to be 
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big names out there. They will not recognize little Solomon, but they will 
recognize the great big wonderful naturally gifted Adonijah.

You will face it and you will stand there and say, "God how can I possibly rise up 
and be an apostle and lead the Universal Church of God when nobody out 
there recognizes me? They don't know who I am. They have just cast me aside. 
They know that You've called me but they don't want me. They want the good-
looking guy. They want the guy who has the name. They want the one whose got 
the look, who has the natural ability. Can't You see they've all chosen him? They 
have all run after him and they're going to displace me and destroy me." Have 
you ever felt that way? Hello Solomon apostle! You are showing all the signs.

Abiathar was one of the two priests that David had who carried the Ark 
originally, and he was the younger of the two. The other priest was Zadok who 
actually was Abiathar's uncle. So who did his brother choose? He chose the 
young up and coming modern priest and he chose Joab who always wanted to 
be the big deal, who always thrived on being on top and destroyed all his 
opposition before and got rid of them so that he could be the top dog.

Faithful Followers

However, there were some people who remained faithful. The one guy who did 
not follow his brother was Zadok the priest. The other one was Nathan the 
prophet, and the third one was one of David's high up mighty men, a man by 
the name of Benaiah. He was a great leader of a large group of people. They 
stood with David and Solomon and refused to follow Adonijah.

Who was Nathan the prophet? He was the one who came to David and said, 
"I've got a word for you from the Lord. God loves Solomon, and he is favored of 
God." It was as a result of Nathan's prophecy that David knew that God had 
called Solomon to be king in his place. Nathan stuck to the word that God gave 
him. He knew it was stupid to follow Adonijah because he would be fighting 
against God. He was a true man of God who had heard from Him, and God will 
always have His true prophets and His true followers out there who know the 
truth and who will recognize the call of God that is upon you and who will not be 
swayed by the status quo and by the System (Mystery Babylon--"That great city 
which spiritually is called Sodom and EGYPT, where also our Lord was 
crucified--Old Jerusalem").

Zadok was a man of wisdom. He was a man who had lived a little bit and seen 
this whole thing and he wasn't running after some young upstart who was trying 
to make a name for himself. He had learned a little bit more than that. He had 
lived with David through this whole thing and he identified far more with David. 
These three men stood with Solomon and immediately came to give David the 
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truth and to make sure that Solomon rose up. Don't look at the Joabs and the 
Abiathars. They will come to naught in God's time.

You say, "Well why didn't God stop it in the first place?" 

It is because it is part of your preparation Solomon apostle. It is part of the 
preparation and it is one of the first tests that you will face. Will you stand up and 
defend yourself, or will you bow in humility and say, "Father it's in your hands. I 
leave it to you to vindicate me. I leave it to you to lift me up, not to man."

God is raising up His end-times apostles - the four different types. What are 
they going to do? They are going to restore the church to God's correct order 
and prepare the Bride for the return of the Bridegroom. To do this He is raising 
up people who will function like Moses, David, Joshua or Solomon. Where do 
you stand in this plan?

Chapter 9 Identifying Today’s Prophet

10 Signs of a Prophetic Calling

Question:

"If I am called to the Office of Prophet, are there signs that can confirm my 
prophetic calling?"

Answer:

Most of the information needed to answer this has been covered in the articles 
on the prophetic ministry.  This is an advance coverage until everything is 
complete.

I assume that since you are asking this question you have some interest in and 
possibly experience with the prophetic ministry. The fact that you are asking 
for pointers, and that you are not absolutely sure if you are going in the right 
direction or not, is a good sign. Nevertheless the desire must be there for you to 
have pondered this question, so the chances are the Lord has already begun to 
speak to you about this ministry. If this is true, then one of the first signs is 
already there - you are not sure if this is the way the Lord is leading you.

The call of God is gentle and unassuming. The Holy Spirit is pictured as a dove, 
which is a gentle bird that is easily frightened away. When the Lord moves upon 
you by His Spirit He always does it in the same way. Because of this we often 
wonder if we are imagining it or if it is really the Lord speaking. The only 
question you need to ask yourself to make sure if it is the Lord, is whether what 
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you are hearing is for the Glory of God and the extension of His Kingdom.

If your desire to move into the prophetic ministry is one of glamour, recognition 
and self-exaltation, then you are off the mark. Not only that, you are sincerely 
deceived, because the call to the prophetic ministry is a call to death, not glory. 
The preparation and qualifications for becoming a prophet are unlike any other 
ministry, except for the apostle. You have to be a failure before you can be of 
use. You have to have learned that you cannot trust in yourself.

With all of these things in mind, then, let me try to give you a few possible signs 
of the prophetic call on your life. These do not necessarily mean you are called 
to be a prophet, and they might not all be there if you are called. But if you are 
called to be a prophet, then you are likely to see a fair portion of them in your 
life and experience. Some of these signs apply to any major calling to the 
ministry. Some are specific to the prophetic ministry.

In conclusion I want to show you the signs of the prophetic call. As I have 
shared some of my experiences above you are probably shaking your head and 
saying, “Yes, I identify, been there, done that. I understand. Yes, I know what 
he’s talking about. Yes, that has happened to me as well.”

Well, then you have been identifying with the prophetic calling. You have been 
identifying with the way God prepares His prophets. But here are a few signs to 
look out for. 

Sign No 1 - A Ministry to the Church

Firstly, if God has called you to be a prophet, you have a burning desire in your 
heart to see the Body of Christ move into what God has for them. 
The Scripture says that God has called the fivefold ministry to equip the saints 
for the work of the ministry, to bring them to the unity of the faith, and to bring 
them to the place where Jesus can present it to Himself, a spotless bride without 
spot or wrinkle. 

A desire has been burning in you for a long time to minister to the Body of 
Christ. This is not a passing fancy but something that has burned in you for a 
while. It is not so much a desire to bring unbelievers to know the Lord, but more 
a desire to help believers in their daily walk. It might be a desire to warn people 
of certain dangers. It might be a desire to encourage and lift believers up. 
Whichever direction it takes, this thing has taken hold of you and will not let go.

The call of God comes from God and not you. All you can produce in yourself is 
sin. Paul says in Romans 7:18,

"For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing: 
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for to will is present with me; but how to perform that which is good I 
find not ['I find it impossible']."

The desire to do the work of God is planted by God and grows over a period of 
time. If you desire to do something for God's glory then it must have come from 
Him. If it does not fade over time then it is not an emotional fantasy but 
something real.

Is that what is burning in your heart? Do you desire God’s people to move into 
the place He has for them? Do you want to see the church move into a place of 
perfection, to a place of maturity, to a place of dedication and commitment to 
God? 

Do you want to see the Body of Christ come to that place where the Lord wants 
them to fellowship with Him and to walk in the light with Him? If that is burning 
in your heart, the chances are that God has given you a prophetic call. 

Sign No 2 - A Unique Approach

Perhaps God has given you some kind of unique approaches in ministry and 
you are a bit radical. You might be accused at times of rocking the boat. You are 
accused at times of being out of order.

Not many people are likely to share your enthusiasm for what you want to do. 
They may warn you to be careful, to calm down. They might even accuse you of 
being paranoid. They might tell you not to 'rock the boat.' You may have begun to 
wonder if this thing is of the Lord.

Your ministry is unique, so do not expect others to share your burden. The fact 
that you want to do something different could be proof that this desire is from the 
Lord. The Lord tends to hide His prophets away until they are ready. So do not 
expect others to quickly recognize your call, unless you have ministered to 
them personally. If you have been rejected, ostracized or accused of going 
against the general flow, then there is a good chance that the early signs of the 
prophetic ministry have started to show. 

People say, “We don’t do it that way in this church brother. Just keep your voice 
down. Just mind your P’s and Q’s here please. That is not the way we do things 
here.” 

If that happens to you, there is a good chance you are a prophet. 

Sign No 3 - Swinging the Pendulum
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If you are extreme and you go from one end of the pendulum to the other. If your 
emotions and your feelings swing. If at times it looks as though you are going 
into deception and you keep missing it badly, then you come back again and you 
seem to be unstable, it does not mean that you are being deceived. 

It does not necessarily mean that you are just some flaky character who thinks 
he is called. The chances are you are going through the turmoil of the 
preparation of being a prophet of God. 

Sign No 4 - Humiliation

If God has called you to be a prophet, you are going to go through the pressure 
of becoming a servant. 

You feel unqualified to do the work of the Lord and usually feel unworthy to push 
yourself forward to suggest that you be given an opportunity. When appeals are 
made for help you wait for everyone else to step forward first before you offer 
your services.

Humility is a sure sign of your genuineness. The Spirit of God always leads 
gently. He is likened to a dove, that is meek and easily frightened away. Jesus is 
called the Lamb of God. A lamb is also a gentle creature that does not push its 
way. Since the call comes gently, you may even wonder at times if you heard 
right.

I remember what it was like when I did my military service, how they treated us 
and berated us. They made us feel so low. I said to somebody one day that if I 
was to be treated as one of the lowest class servants of the time in that country, 
it would be a promotion! 

I said, “I would love to be one of them right now.” 

When God has called you to be a prophet you are going through worse than 
basic military training let me tell you. You will be crunched and brought low, and 
you will have to learn a spirit of servant hood. You will need to realize that you 
will have to die to self, and you are going to be humbled. 

If God has given you the heart to do that and if He has given you the heart to be 
able to give up all and to humble yourself and be nothing for the sake of the 
Body of Christ, the kingdom of God, and the call of God. If you are prepared to 
make that kind of commitment, then perhaps you have what it takes to become a 
prophet. 

Sign No 5 - Singleness of Purpose
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You find yourself moving in one direction all the time where it seems that people 
are being involved in all sorts of different types of ministries, but you keep 
getting channeled in this one direction all the time. 

There is a constraining force and you cannot move away from it. If this happens, 
it could be a sign that the Lord has called you to move into that narrow road that 
is the ministry of a prophet. 

Sign No 6 - Unconscious Revelation

If at times you are ministering to people without even realizing it; if you are 
speaking forth words of comfort and edification and exhortation and giving 
people direction and instruction, and afterwards you think, “What made me say 
that to them?” 

People have told you that you have helped them, even when at times you have 
not been aware of it. Sometimes others can see your ministry more clearly than 
you can see it yourself. Solomon said in Proverbs 18:16,

"A man's gift maketh room for him, and bringeth him before great 
men."

If you have a prophetic calling you will not be able to hide it indefinitely. It will 
start to show itself in time and others will begin to notice it.

Or people sometimes say, “Do you know the other day we were talking and you 
told me that I should do this or that, and you felt this or that was going to 
happen, you were perfectly correct?” 

You wrack your brain and you think, “I don’t remember telling them that.” It could 
be you are a prophet in the making without even knowing it. 

Sign No 7 - Allegorical Thinking

You tend to think in pictures and allegories and see things very symbolically. If 
you are a kind of visionary, and you find at times that you think more in pictures, 
there is a good chance that you have an orientation towards the Prophetic 
Ministry. 

Sign No 8 - Prayer Orientation

You find yourself spending long times in prayer and travailing and groaning 
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before the Lord and in intercession. 

The key ministry of a prophet is intercessory prayer. If you find yourself being 
led to spend a lot of time interceding for others and you have had times when 
you have been very clearly led and have seen definite results, the elements of a 
prophetic ministry are certainly there. The prophet is the key to what God 
does in the earth. God said in the Old Testament that,

"Surely the Lord GOD will do nothing, but He REVEALETH His 
SECRETS unto His servants THE PROPHETS." (Amos 3:7).

If you have been led to pray things into existence or birth them in the Spirit 
through intercessory prayer, then your prophetic ministry is already starting to 
manifest.

You might be concerned about the nations. You are likely concerned about the 
Body of Christ. Things burn in you with a passion and burden to pray for needs. 
It could be that God has placed within you an orientation towards the Prophetic 
Ministry. 

Sign No 9 - Bringing God’s Presence Through Music

If you have the ability to come into the presence of the Lord using music and 
when you stand up to either play an instrument or to praise and worship the 
Lord, something begins to happen in the Spirit. 

The prophet is sensitive to the moving of God's Spirit and has the ability to bring 
the anointing into a meeting. This is often seen in musical capability or a 
particular ability to lead effectively in praise and worship. If you have been 
effectively involved in leading the congregation in praise and worship and 
can cause the anointing of the Spirit to come upon a group when you lead, this 
can certainly be very clear evidence of a prophetic ministry in operation.

If people come to you afterwards and they say, “Do you know what? When you 
are leading the praise group, the anointing of God seems to come into the 
meeting. Do you know, when you are playing in the band there seems to be a 
special presence of the Lord?” 

It is likely that you have a prophetic calling. Prophets have a very special 
ability to release the presence of God into a meeting, and they tend to have an 
orientation towards doing that musically in praise and worship. 

Sign No 10 - Tough Experiences in Life
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And of course the most obvious one is if you have had a life where everything 
that can go wrong went wrong. If people have opposed you and rejected you and 
your whole life has been one of turmoil and trouble, especially from the time God 
called you. 

If you are called to be a prophet, then your preparation will span many years 
and will be one of the most difficult and troublesome processes. The prophet 
will be battered and broken and brought to nothing in himself before he can be of 
any use to the Kingdom of God. He will have to learn not to trust in himself or in 
his own abilities. His knowledge and natural strengths will be tried in the fire and 
brought to naught before God can use him.

If your life has been one of intense problems, failures, oppositions, persecutions 
and pressure, then this could be a sign of preparation for the prophetic 
ministry. I have yet to meet a prophet who has had life of smooth sailing, easy 
success and personal recognition. As I said earlier, the prophetic call is a call to 
death. Like the apostle, the prophet must have the sentence of death in 
himself. He must sacrifice all for the sake of the ministry. He must die 
completely to self.

Well these are the main signposts I can offer to help you clarify whether the Lord 
has called you to be a prophet or not. Of course the best confirmation will 
always come through another prophet. God often calls a prophet to the 
ministry using a senior prophet, and even his training might come under the 
direction of one who has been in the prophetic office for a while. 

If you have had a lot of opposition, and a lot of things have gone wrong, the 
chances are you were geared for the Prophetic Ministry from a very young age 
or even from birth. 

The Blessing of Being a Prophet

The life of a prophet is a very difficult one. It takes tremendous training and it is 
extremely strenuous, but oh what a blessing to come into the presence of the 
Lord! 

What a blessing to hear His voice and be able to sense His power. What a 
blessing to be able to come into a meeting and to release the power and the 
glory of the Lord into the lives of others. 

What a blessing to be able to pray with somebody and say, “Thus says the 
Lord... this is God’s purpose, this is what God is going to do, and I am releasing 
it in you now. I am setting you free to go forth in the name of the Lord.” 
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The Responsibility of Being a Prophet

What a blessing, but what an awesome responsibility to be God’s spokesman, to 
be His agency in the earth. The Scripture says,

"Surely the Lord GOD will do nothing, but He REVEALETH His 
SECRETS unto His servants THE PROPHETS." (Amos 3:7).

If you are to be a prophet you will have to learn about secrets, and you will have 
to learn in secret how to hear His voice. You will have to learn in the secret 
place, hidden away from the world where nobody can see you. 

You are going to have to learn in a place that nobody else is prepared to go. You 
will know what it is to be separated unto the Lord and to Him alone, and to be 
dedicated completely to His work. 

You will have to learn that when the Lord says, “Speak My Words,” you must 
respond with, “Yes Lord I will speak what you tell me to speak.” 

And when God tells you to go to a particular person and say, “Thus says the 
Lord...” you are prepared to do it. You are going to speak forth and you will 
bring His Body to a place where they know what God’s purpose is, where they 
can move into the place that He wants them to be. 

What an awesome responsibility, but oh what an exciting opportunity to be God’s 
prophet. And in the end you will find that the benefits far outweigh the price and 
the penalties, and all the dealings and hard times that you went through, as God 
begins to lift you up. 

I remember how it thrilled my heart when that lady came up to my wife and said,
“We believe that your husband is the answer to our prayer?” 

When somebody says to you, “Do you know that you were so exactly on target 
with what you said and what you spoke over me? Do you know I have been 
looking to the Lord for an answer, and you spoke those words?” 

Oh, what a blessing! What a thrill when you have spoken and known that it was 
not your words, but it was the words of the Lord that you spoke forth in power 
and in faith. 

And as you spoke it you saw God move. It is a wonderful ministry that God has 
called us to as His prophets. Let’s appreciate it, understand it, and let us be 
faithful in what He has called us to do.
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Chapter 10 Identifying Today’s Teacher

Signs of the Teaching Ministry

I want to end now and look at the true signs of the Teaching Ministry. 

How do I know if I am a teacher? How can I identify in somebody else that God 
is moving upon them and has given them this teaching gift? What makes a 
person stand out? 

Well, as I looked around at most of the preachers that I know, I am sad to say 
that I do not find many of these signs. You wonder how they got into the 
ministry. But there are some real teachers out there. 

Very often, the greatest teacher may be somebody right close to you, who has 
never been given the recognition. He has likely never been identified, because 
his thinking in teaching terms has not been the stereotyped teacher or the 
intellectual. 

Do you want to find a teacher? These are the signs. 

He is Always in the Word

A teacher is somebody who has a deep hunger for the Word. He is continually in 
the Word, continually learning more, continually looking for new things in the 
Scriptures. 

He Questions Everything

A teacher has a questioning mind. Somebody who has a teaching gift looks at a 
doctrine and says, “Why?” 

The preacher says, “Well, we must read the Bible every day.” 

“Why?” 

“Well, because we must.” 

“Why?” 

Don’t you hate those people who are always bombarding you with stupid 
questions? I mean, you are standing up there telling them what they must do, 
and they want to know, “Why should I do that? Please, could you explain to me 
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how to do it?” 

“Well, you must ...” 

“Could you please show me how to?” 

“Well, it’s not my job to show you how. Just read the Word and let the Lord show 
you.” 

You are not a teacher. 

A teacher has a questioning mind. He looks at everything and says, “Hold it. I 
want to know when, what, where, why and how. I want to know exactly the ins 
and outs. 

“I’m not just accepting anything that you’re going to churn out at me. Show me 
why. Show me from the Word. Show me how. Show it to me.” 

Sometimes the teacher will question and think ahead. He will begin to think of 
the kinds of questions people are going to ask. 

When he opens his mouth to speak and when he presents a teaching, he does 
not say, “The Bible says that we must do this.” 

He already answers the person’s questions before they ask him. 

Then after he has finished preaching the person says, “You know, I had some 
questions in my mind that I wanted to ask you, but by the time you were finished 
speaking, you’d answered all of them. I don’t have any more questions.” 

That is a sign of the Teaching Ministry. 

He Has a Teachable Spirit

The teacher has the ability to receive teaching from others. If you are unable to 
be taught you cannot teach others. If somebody is unteachable, it is impossible 
for them to become a teacher. 

If you want to become a teacher, a good starting point is to become a learner. If 
you want to become an instructor, become a student first. The teacher is 
always ready to learn from others. He is not closed-minded. 

The teacher is open to change. He never becomes so dogmatic that he says, 
“I’m not prepared to listen to somebody else’s story.” 
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The teacher is never so inflexible as to say, “I have all the answers, and I am 
correct, therefore I’m not budging one bit! That’s why I believe, and that is what I 
stick to.” 

People who do that are those who have been brain-washed by other preachers. 

They are too insecure to move out of what they believe, because the only reason 
they believed it is, “... because Pastor So-and-so taught me. He was a real man 
of God, so he must be right. After all, everybody else believes this, so it must be 
correct, right?” 

“But why do you believe it?” 

“Well, everybody believes it.” 

“But why do YOU believe it? You prove it to me.” 

“Oh, doesn’t the Bible say this?” and they will come with all sorts of arguments. 

He is not a teacher. A teacher is learning for himself, and because of that, the 
teacher is always ready to say, “I never had the full picture here. I’m ready to 
modify it. You show me new truth. Give me new revelation from the Word. I’m 
prepared and open to it.” 

He Loves to See the Truth Presented

The teacher has a consuming passion and love for the Word. The Word is very 
special to him. He loves the Word and loves being in it all the time. 

He has a burning desire to see truth presented. A teacher gets angry when he 
has to sit in church and hear somebody stand behind the pulpit and preach 
nonsense. 

He burns and says, “I want to teach them the truth! Just get me behind that 
pulpit. I can do a better job than that!” 

No, he is not arrogant. He just knows truth, and he burns to present that truth. 

He Has His Own Convictions

A teacher has a firm conviction of belief that is based on both knowledge and 
experience. 

A teacher does not just teach from his head what he has learned from a book. 
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He teaches what he knows intellectually, and what he knows experimentally. 

He has proved the things that he is teaching. He is not teaching what he heard 
from somebody else. He is teaching something that is a conviction in his own 
life. He is living it. 

He Presents Truth in a New Way

A teacher has an ability to present truth in new ways that they have never been 
presented in before. 

You know, many times I have stood up to minister on subjects that have been 
preached throughout the years by everybody. And when I am finished, the 
people who have come to me have been the pastors and the elders of the 
church. 

They say, “Wow, I have known that all my life, but I’ve never ever heard it taught 
that way!” 

That is the ability of the teacher.

He Keeps Attention at All Levels

A teacher has the ability to hold the hearer’s interest. People forget they have 
watches when a teacher is ministering. They are not looking at the time. He 
has the ability to instruct all kinds of people. He is not limited. 

He Brings Truth to Life

A teacher has the ability to take known truth and make it come to life. He does 
not even need to teach anything new. 

He can teach something that people have taught before, and people will enjoy 
it, because of the way that he presents it. 

He Fills in the Missing Pieces

A teacher has an ability to fill in all the missing pieces of the jigsaw puzzle. 

When the teacher has finished preaching, people will come to him afterwards 
and say, “You know, I’ve never understood that subject, but after hearing you 
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tonight, for the first time it all makes sense. All the pieces are fitting together. I 
see the picture.” 

He Applies the Word Practically

A teacher has an ability to take the Word and apply it practically to people’s 
lives. He shows that it is not theory or dead doctrine. He can take the Word and 
teach people how to apply it to the problems that they face day to day. 

Positive Responses from People

A teacher has such a presentation, that everybody becomes aware that he is a 
teacher. 

If you are a teacher, it will be a matter of time before people will identify it, come 
to you, and say, “Do you know you’re a teacher?” 

People will notice it. It stands out. It will show. If you are a teacher, you will get a 
positive response wherever you go. You will not only be popular in one church or 
in one locality. That gift will make way for you wherever you go. 

People Will Be Envious

Lastly, aspiring teachers are going to envy you like mad. They are going to be 
green with envy and want to preach like you. 

Right when I started my Teaching Ministry, my own pastor came to me and 
said, “I wish I could preach like you. I envy your delivery.” 
Hey, I was still ignorant in those days. I was still starting out, but the teaching 
gift was there. 

Your Conclusion

We have had a few guidelines here, and perhaps you have come to some 
conclusions. Firstly, maybe you realized that teaching was not what you thought 
it was. 

Perhaps people you thought were teachers you now realize are actually not 
teachers after all. But most importantly, after listening to some of these things, 
you have come to realize that perhaps God has called you to be a teacher. 
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If that has been accomplished by this teaching, then I believe I have 
accomplished what God wanted me to do - and that is to show you that He has 
given you the teaching gift.

Chapter 11 Identifying Today’s Evangelist

Summary of Signs of the Evangelist

Let’s look in summary, at some of the signs that we need to look for in somebody 
that is called to be an evangelist.

Compassion for the Lost

Firstly, the evangelist is somebody who has a compassion for the lost. He looks 
out at everybody who does not know Jesus, whose lives are broken with sin, and 
he has a compassion for them, not a condemnation for them. 

He has a genuine compassion. His heart is stirred. And when everybody else is 
saying, “Oh that miserable rotten sinner,” he is saying, “Oh shame. Oh Lord, that 
poor man!” 

He is looking at it in a whole different way. 

Next time you are speaking to somebody and they respond that way, your ears 
will pick up and you will say, “An evangelist?” 

Compassion on the Hurting

He has a compassion for those who are broken and are hurting. 

He does not look at people and say, “Well it serves you right. You put yourself 
into this mess. I don’t feel sorry for you. You caused this problem yourself. You 
brought it on yourself. You were stupid and you got what you deserved.” 

No, he looks at that person and he says, “This is a person whose life has been 
destroyed by sin and by Satan. Oh Lord, give me the power to set him free.” 

That is your evangelist’s heart. 

Compassion for Souls
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He has a compassion for souls. He just wants to see people coming into the 
Kingdom. He has the kind of driving force that a woman has when she wants 
babies and she cannot have them. 

It is like Rachel when she turned to Jacob in frustration and said, “Give me 
children or I die! I want a baby NOW!” 

You will have to have that kind of drive, and if you are an evangelist it is going 
to be there. You are going to have this compulsion in you. You want to 
reproduce. 

You want to take the gospel. You want to take this good news that you have and 
you want to start pouring it into others. You want to reproduce the gospel in the 
lives of other people and see them come into the Kingdom of God. You are not 
satisfied when you do not see it happening. 

An evangelist is somebody who has a willingness to go where the lost are; who 
does not turn his nose up at sinfulness and sin and sinners. 

But his heart reaches out and says, “If I have to go there into that dive; if I have 
to go there into the filth to go and reach that person and bring them out, I am 
prepared to do it.” 

Sees People’s Potential

An evangelist is somebody who sees the end result rather than the current 
condition. He can look at a person and see their potential. He can look at that 
miserable tax collector, even as Jesus looked at Matthew. 

He looked at this man and said, “You know, I could use this guy as one of My 
disciples.” 

That man was lifted up and raised up and became the one who wrote the gospel 
of Matthew. He became one of Jesus’ disciples; a mighty man. 

Jesus could have looked at him as most Jews looked on the tax collector and 
said, “Oh, what a horrible, vile man!” 

But Jesus looked beyond that and saw the potential in him and pulled him out. 

Ready to Speak the Word

The evangelist must have no fear of man. The evangelist must be ready to 
speak the word in humility. 
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In Peter there is a Scripture that says this: 

"But sanctify [Gk: 'To make holy, i.e. (ceremonially) purify or consecrate;
(mentally) to venerate:--hallow, be holy, sanctify'] the Lord God in your 
hearts: and be ready [Gk: '(fitness). Adjusted, i.e. ready:--prepared, 
(made) ready (to our hand), readiness'] always [Gk: '(apparently meaning 
continued duration). "Ever;" by qualification regularly; implication 
earnestly:--always, ever'] to give an answer [Gk: 'A plea ("apology"):--
answer (for self), clearing of self, defense'] to every man that asketh 
[Gk: 'To ask (in general):--ask, beg, call for, crave, desire, require'] you a 
reason of the hope [Gk: '(to anticipate, usually with pleasure). 
Expectation (abstract or concrete) or confidence:--faith, hope'] that is in 
you with meekness [Gk: 'Mildness, i.e. (implication) humility:--
meekness'] and fear [Gk: '(to be put in fear). Alarm or fright:--be afraid, + 
exceedingly, fear, terror']." (1st Peter 3:15).

Be ready at all times so that when somebody asks you concerning your 
commitment you are ready to tell them. You are ready to tell them in humility, not 
in a boast, You don’t say, “Well, I accepted Jesus and I don’t sin anymore. I’m 
not bad like everybody else.” 

You are like the Pharisee on the street. You acknowledge that you were once a 
sinner too. You are not afraid of people. You are not afraid to tell them the truth 
and to bring them out of their bondage. 

Inspires Others to Win Souls

The evangelist is able to inspire other people to win the lost. He is able to 
encourage and motivate others to go out. People very often need a leader. They 
need somebody to motivate them to get out and reach the lost. 

The evangelist is not only able to get out and do the job himself, but to get 
everybody stirred up and excited about it. 

The evangelist is able to train soul winners on the job by taking them out and 
showing them how to do it. 

Opens Blind Eyes

The evangelist is somebody who is anointed to open blinded eyes. He has the 
ability to get people to see the truth. When he speaks suddenly the light goes 
on. 
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He does not have to use fancy words. He just has that anointing. He can use 
very simple words, but they are so effective that as he begins to share, suddenly 
people see the truth. 

It is the anointing that God has given him. When you see a person who has that 
ability, you know that the evangelistic ministry is being manifest.

Brings Conviction of Sin

The evangelist has the ability to bring conviction of sin without condemning 
people. When he speaks the pure Word of God people start to tremble and 
become aware of their sin. 

Leads People to Jesus

The evangelist has the ability to release and to lead people to Jesus anywhere. 
Wherever he goes people start being converted. 

I have a very close friend who used to be able to do that. He would be at school 
and he would go to the sick bay because he was not feeling well, meet 
somebody in the sick bay and lead them to the Lord. 

It just seemed that wherever he went he was leading people to the Lord. It 
seems to happen automatically. Evangelists do that as a matter of course. 

Chapter 12 Identifying Today’s Pastor

Applies the Gospel to People’s Lives

Evangelists should have authority over demons, because he is going to set the 
captives free. 

The evangelist is somebody who operates in the gift of healing and the gift of 
faith – the power gifts – because he is not only going to preach the gospel, but 
he is going to apply it too. 

We are all called to preach the gospel, but the evangelist has a particular 
gifting. 

Many of the fivefold ministry also have this anointing, especially if you look at 
the apostle. But the evangelist, uniquely carries that special anointing. He is 
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not only able to preach the good news, but he can make people understand it, 
see it, accept it, receive it, and then take the power of the gospel and apply it to 
their lives. 

When you see all these things manifest in the life of a person, then you know 
that you are seeing all the signs of the evangelistic calling.

Qualities of a Shepherd

Then came the greatest shepherd of all - the Lord Jesus Himself. Jesus again 
gave us another description, another picture of what the true shepherd should 
look like. 

I would like to combine those two descriptions together in this chapter to find 
some qualities that you should look for and identify in one who is to be a 
shepherd. 

As you identify those qualities, you are also going to be able to identify the 
qualities that should exist in one who is called to be God’s shepherd, the pastor 
of the flock. 

He Meets Their Needs First
In Psalm 23:1 David says: 

"The LORD [Jesus is Lord--Rom. 10:9] is my shepherd [Heb: 'To tend a 
flock, i.e. pasture it; intransitively to graze (literally or figuratively); 
generally to rule; by extension to associate with (as a friend):--× break, 
companion, keep company with, feed, use as a friend, make friendship 
with, herdsman, keeper, + keep sheep, PASTOR, + shearing house, 
shepherd']; I shall not want [Heb: 'To lack; by implication to fail, want, 
lessen:--be abated, bereave, decrease, fail, cause to fail, lack, have lack, 
make lower, want']."

This is kind of a summary of the whole goal and purpose of the shepherd; the 
final result of what should take place when the shepherd is doing his job 
correctly. When he is being a true shepherd, the sheep should never have a 
need. 

The shepherd is to make sure that his sheep does not lack for anything. His 
prime concern is their needs first. He puts their needs first above everything 
else. 

If you are going to look for one who has the ministry and the calling of a pastor, 
you are going to have to find somebody who puts the needs of his flock ahead of 
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his own; one whose prime concern is for the people that he is leading. He is 
concerned about them. 

If he is doing his job correctly, those who are in his flock and who are following 
his leadership should be able to say, “With this man as our leader and our 
shepherd, we have never lacked for anything! Our needs have all been met.” 

Anybody who fails to fulfill that calling is not a pastor. He is not a shepherd. 

He Provides Rest and Provision

David says in Psalm 23:2: 

"He maketh me to lie down [Heb: 'To crouch (on all four legs folded, like 
a recumbent animal); by implication to recline, repose, brood, lurk, 
imbed:--crouch, crouch down, fall down, make a fold, lay, lie, cause to lie 
down, make to lie down, lie down, make to rest, sit'] in green [Gk: 'A 
sprout; by analogy grass:--grass, tender grass, green, herb, tender herb']
pastures [Heb: 'A home; figuratively a pasture:--habitation, house, 
pasture, pleasant place'] ..."

The sheep should be in a place of rest. I want you to visualize this picture. The 
shepherd has led his sheep, and he brings them to a beautiful meadow that is 
full of wonderful green grass for them to feed on. 

He stands there with his shepherd’s staff, brings them one at a time and says, 
“You’ve got five minutes to eat finished, because we have to get moving!” 

Can you see that? 

“Okay, you’ve eaten enough. Get! Give somebody else a turn now. Come on. 
Next! One at a time. Hey, you’re fat enough. Next!” 

Can you see the shepherd being like that? No, he brings his sheep and he 
causes them to lie down. They are not just coming to where the food is good. He 
makes them sleep in it until they are saturated with it! 

He lets them eat until they are full. And you know what happens when you are 
full? Your eyes start to close. The shepherd is there to make sure that the sheep 
are fed, are satisfied, and are at a place of contentment and rest. 

They are not force-fed. They are not forced to eat what they do not want to eat. 
Nothing is withheld from them either, if they are hungry. They are fed on good 
food, not dry grass. 

126



The shepherd does not say, “Well, that green pasture is too far away. Oh, these 
dumb sheep, they can live off this grass down here. It may not be the best, but 
oh well, it’s food. Let them eat. Who cares? They’re just dumb sheep!” 

What kind of shepherd is that? He is not God’s kind of shepherd. Do you know 
something about sheep? When they are allowed to lie down and rest and eat to 
their hearts’ content, you do not see any conflict, bickering or fighting. 

You do not see the one saying, “Hey, get out of the way! I want that piece of 
grass there. I saw it first!” 

It does not happen when there is plenty of grass to go round. It does not happen 
when the sheep are lying down. It is a bit difficult to fight when you are lying 
down. It is a place of rest and contentment and being fully satisfied. 

The pastor is not one who hammers the flock. He does not browbeat them and 
push them, and force them into something that they do not want. The pastor is 
one who brings the flock to a place where their needs are met, and where they 
can rest in the Lord. They can rest in His provision and can be satisfied and 
contented. Any person who fails to do that is not a pastor. 

Balancing the Spirit and the Word

David says in Psalm 23:2:

"He leadeth [Heb: 'Properly to run with a sparkle, i.e. flow; hence 
(transitively) to conduct, and (by inference) to protect, sustain:--carry, 
feed, guide, lead, lead gently, lead on'] me beside the still [Heb: 'Repose 
or (adverbially) peacefully; figuratively consolation (specifically 
matrimony); hence (concretely) an abode:--comfortable, ease, quiet, rest, 
resting place, still'] waters [Heb: 'Water; figuratively juice:--water, 
watering, + watercourse, + water flood, + water spring']."

You know, there is something about water that is so relaxing. It just seems to 
bring rest and peace doesn’t it? We sometimes travel great distances to go and 
have a picnic, and always the best place to have a picnic is where there is water. 

It is great having a place with beautiful green grass. That is a good place to have 
a picnic too, but there is just something about having water there as well. 

There is something wonderful about having that beautiful green grass to sit on or 
lie down on. But it is even better to just sit next to water, whether it be cool, clear 
still water, or a bubbling brook. 

There is something about water that brings life. It brings peace and contentment, 
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and an atmosphere in which you can relax and rest. 

So, the shepherd is to bring the sheep not only to the green grass, not only to 
rest in the meadows, but to rest by the waters. Why is this? It is because after 
you have had a meal you usually need something to drink. It is a bit dry just 
chewing on that hay all the time. You need to have a bit of water to go with it. 

What are we talking about here? The pastor must be a person who is able to 
meet the needs of the flock, to be fed on the Word and to partake of the 
anointing of the Spirit of God. The pastor is one who gives an adequate balance 
between the Spirit and the Word. 

Some other ministries over-emphasize one or the other. The teacher just loves 
the Word! The teacher wants to feed people the meat of the Word. He wants to 
give them the bread of the Word. He wants to get them full, until they are so full 
they are dying of thirst, but he is going to give them some more food! 

The prophet just loves the anointing, the glory, and the worship. 

He says, “We don’t have time to preach the Word. We just worshiped for an 
hour and a half tonight. We didn’t get time to preach.” 

The teacher says, “Cut the preliminaries and the worship and just get into the 
Word.”

If you want to be a pastor you are going to have to be a bit of both. You are 
going to have to learn to balance. You will have to bring the flock to a place 
where they are fed, and then you  will have to bring them to a place where they 
can receive the anointing of the Spirit of God as well. 

I am sure you have all heard that old saying that says, “If you just live on the 
Word all the time you will dry up. If you just live on the Spirit all the time you will 
blow up. You get the two in balance and you will grow up.” 

Well, the pastor wants to teach the flock to grow up, so he is going to have to 
balance the Spirit and the Word. This is no ordinary person. This is somebody 
who is able to feed the flock from the Word and is also able to bring the flock 
into the presence of the Holy Spirit. We will look more at this as we go on. 

Allows Emotional Expression

David says of the Lord his Shepherd in Psalm 23:3: 

"He restoreth [Heb: 'To turn back (hence, away) transitively or 
intransitively, literally or figuratively (not necessarily with the idea of return
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to the starting point); generally to retreat; often adverbially again:--× 
again, + break again, + build again, + circumcise again, + dig again, + do 
anything again'] my soul [It is the 'spirit' that imparts life to the body and 
the 'body' then becomes a living soul]."

That is just a small little phrase, and I dare say most people who have quoted 
Psalm 23 just kind of skimmed over that said, “Well, I don’t really know what that 
means, but it sounds good.”

There is a wealth of meaning in there! 

The Soul

The words "soul" and "spirit" have become corrupted through theology so 
that they are now used interchangeably, as if they were synonymous. They 
are not synonymous. There may be certain similarities between soul and 
spirit, but similarities do not make them one and the same.

The "soul" is the seat of sensation, consciousness, and feelings, not the 
body or the spirit. It is the "spirit" that imparts life to the body and the 
"body" then becomes a living soul (Gen. 2:7).

What is the soul? The soul is the place of the mind, the emotions and the will. 
The soul is the place where your personality, yourself, the entire seat of all you 
are and your whole control tower is to be found. Within your soul there is a need 
for desires and for feelings to be expressed. 

The shepherd, the pastor, is to encourage and help the flock to meet their 
desires and to fulfill them. He is to encourage them to express the feelings of 
their soul. To do this he will have to give them a chance for emotional 
expression. 

That is part of what is involved in restoring the soul. It is to allow the soul to be 
healthy. The emotions are going to have to be catered to, and desires will have 
to be met. The feelings are going to have to be satisfied if the soul is to be 
restored. 

The Mind

How about the mind? Your mind is filled with goals, plans and dreams. The 
pastor is one who should be encouraging each person in his or her personal 
goals and plans. He should be helping them to see a possibility in fulfilling those 
goals and plans, and those bubbling ideas that have been going through their 
minds. 

The Will
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The soul has a will, and the will wants to do something. The will cannot be 
passive. It must act and must do something. The pastor is one who must allow 
personal expression of each person’s will. 

He must allow each member in the flock to be able to do something; to be able 
to take those desires, goals, plans and dreams and put them into motion. 

If you are not doing that, you are not restoring the soul of the sheep, and you are 
not fulfilling the calling of a pastor. 

Acceptance and Recognition

Within the soul lies the basic human need for acceptance and recognition. The 
pastor has to know how to accept, and make each person in that flock feel that 
they are accepted and part of the flock. 

The pastor must know how to give recognition to the accomplishments, talents 
and abilities of every single member of the flock. He must meet the need for 
acceptance and recognition in the flock. 

All of these are involved in restoring the soul. Do you want to be a pastor? This 
is going to be one of your prime objectives and goals. 

Do you think God has called you to be a pastor? Then you will have to know 
how to do this. You are going to have to know how to bring people to a place 
where their soul is healthy and functioning the way God intended it to, and it is 
going to cost you. We will be looking at that more. 

He Leads with Integrity

David says in Psalm 23:3: 

"... he leadeth [Heb: 'Properly to run with a sparkle, i.e. flow; hence 
(transitively) to conduct, and (by inference) to protect, sustain:--carry, 
feed, guide, lead, lead gently, lead on'] me in the paths [Heb: 'A track
(literally or figuratively); also a rampart (as circular):--going, path, trench, 
way, + wayside'] of righteousness [Heb: 'The right (natural, morally or 
legal); also (abstract) equity or (figurative) prosperity:--× even, just, × that 
which is altogether just, justice, right, + unrighteousness, righteous, 
righteous cause, righteously, righteousness'] for His name's [Heb: 
'Through the idea of definite and conspicuous position. An appellation, as 
a mark or memorial of individuality; by implication honor, authority, 
character:--+ base, fame, + infamous, + famous, name, named, renown, 
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report'] sake."

The pastor must be a person of integrity. He must have a reputation to uphold, 
and to uphold that reputation and integrity, he leads the sheep on the right path. 
Why? It is because people are going to look at the sheep and they are going to 
know what the pastor stands for. 

As the sheep begin to rise up and walk on the right path and the paths of 
righteousness in accordance with God’s ways, people are going to look at that 
flock. They are going to see the qualities of the shepherd reflected in them. 
People are not going to judge the shepherd by how big his flock is, but by the 
condition of the flock. 

Now, you can gather a whole lot of sheep together and they can be a wild bunch. 

But when you see in the sheep the integrity and the qualities of the shepherd, 
that is when you shake your head and say, “Oh yes, I can see a pastor who has 
given his all. He has imparted to his flock that which is in his own heart. He has 
made them into the same person of integrity that he is.”

That is how a pastor builds a name for himself. He does it by building it into the 
flock, by leading them in right paths for his name’s sake or for his reputation’s 
sake. That is what counts as far as your reputation is concerned. 

People will not judge you by how much finances there are in the church, by how 
many people attend the meetings. People will judge the pastor by the condition 
of the flock and by the lives that they lead, which he has built into them. 

There During Testing Times

David says in Psalm 23:4: 

"Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death [Heb: 
'Shade of death, i.e. the grave (figuratively calamity):--shadow of death'], I 
will fear no evil: for Thou art with me."

What is he talking about? What is this narrow valley that is overshadowed by 
death? Those who have been in our Discipleship Training know what we are 
talking about here. 

Death has become a catch phrase. Death has become a way of life for you. You 
understand what it is all about. You know what the valley of the shadow of death 
is. You have gone through it many times. 

The description in the Hebrew here is that it is a steep, narrow valley where you 
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are hedged in on both sides. You are walking in danger. Death is hovering over 
you. 

Every one of God’s children has to go through a time of being dealt with; of 
applying to their own lives the death of the Lord Jesus Christ. As you become 
identified with Him in His death, burial and resurrection, you are made into His 
likeness and His image. 

We have to be identified with Him in His death. We are going to go through 
periods of birth, death and resurrection of a vision. We will go through phases 
where death is being applied, to deal with sin and sinful templates in our lives. 

People are going to go through tough times. They are going to be subjected to 
attack from the enemy. But God is going to use it to bring them into that place of 
greater spiritual maturity.

At a time like that you can feel all alone. At a time like that it seems that nobody 
in the world cares. It seems sometimes that not even the Lord cares! 

When the sheep go through such a time, there should always be one who cares. 
There should always be one who stays and remains, and is always there for 
them. Who is that? It is the pastor! 

They should say, “Though I go through that valley overshadowed by death, I 
know You are still with me. I know You are not going to reject me. I know You’re 
not going to turn Your back on me.” 

That member of the flock may be thrashing about in confusion, and sin is being 
manifest in their lives. 

When they are being tempted and assailed from all sides and do not know 
where to turn to, and do not know up from down anymore, they need a shepherd 
that will stay with them and say, “I’m here for you when you need me.” 

They do not need someone who will say, “You’re bringing a bad name to me. 
You’re bringing a bad name to this congregation. Please will you leave.” 

A pastor is one who will stick with that member even when they fail miserably, 
or even when they fall into sin, when they become confused or show a rebellious 
attitude at times. They are going through the valley of the shadow of death. They 
need the shepherd to be with them. Why is this? 

A Call Back to Order

David says in Psalm 23:4: 
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"Thy rod [Heb: 'From an unused root probably meaning to branch off. A 
scion, i.e. (literally) a stick (for punishing, writing, fighting, ruling, walking, 
etc.) or (figuratively) a clan:--× CORRECTION, dart, rod, scepter, staff, 
tribe'] and Thy staff [Heb: 'A support (concretely), i.e. (figuratively) a 
protector or sustenance:--stay. Support (abstractly), i.e. (figuratively) 
sustenance or (concretely) a walking-stick:--staff'] they comfort [Heb: 
'Properly to sigh, i.e. breathe strongly; by implication to be sorry, i.e. (in a 
favorable sense) to pity, console or (reflexively) rue; or (unfavorably) to 
avenge (oneself):--comfort, comfort self, + ease one's self, repent, 
repenter, repenting, repent self'] me."

In the King James Version the word ‘club’ is translated as ‘rod’. 

Both of those meanings are implied in the Hebrew word there - to bring to 
repentance and to comfort. When a person is thrashing around and going 
through the throes of death, sin is being exposed in them and is being dealt with, 
and God is bringing them to righteousness. 

He is dealing with the templates in their lives in order to remove the sin, and 
sometimes it takes a rebuke. Sometimes it takes the club to do this.

You give them a smack on the head and say, “Hey, stop it at once! Pull yourself 
together. You’re out of order. Can’t you see what’s happening? Can’t you see 
what Satan is trying to do in your life? Can’t you see that this temptation is going 
to destroy you.” 

There comes a time for rebuke. There comes a time when the shepherd must 
take the club. Why? It is to stop the person from going off into wickedness, and 
stop them from being led astray and from falling away from the Lord altogether. It 
is going to bring them to repentance. 

There is a time when the sheep is going to fall in the hole; when the sheep 
cannot get out of the thicket that it has been caught in. This is the time when the 
shepherd will need to put in his staff, put it around the sheep, and pull it out. 

He is going to pull him out and protect him. He will pull him out of the sin and out 
of what he has fallen into. He will drag him out of the curse that he has come 
under to set him free, and he will comfort and strengthen him. 

Both of these areas are necessary. A pastor is one who has to be able to 
confront and rebuke, but also encourage, lift up and pull out. He will have to be 
able to do both. This is how he will allow people to go through those times of 
dealings in their lives and come out of it on top, instead of their lives being 
destroyed. 
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Provides a Safe Haven

David says in Psalm 23:5: 

"Thou preparest [Heb: 'To set in a row, i.e. arrange, put in order (in a 
very wide variety of applications):--put in array, set in array, put the battle 
in array, put self in array, set self in array, compare, direct, equal, esteem, 
estimate, + expert in war, furnish, handle, + join battle, ordain, order, lay in 
order, put in order, reckon up in order, set in order, prepare'] a table [Heb: 
'A table (as spread out); by implication a meal:--table'] before me in the 
presence of mine enemies."

What is he speaking about? Here are the sheep in the middle of the enemy. 
There are wolves and bears all around. There are enemies out there to destroy. 
There may be snakes in the field, or other things that are a danger to the flock. 

The life that we face is not a comfortable one. We go out into the world during 
the week and we face an onslaught from the Kingdom of Darkness. Every child 
of God goes out into the world. They go into their work place, they go into their 
activities during the week and they face the enemies. 

It is not an easy life. And at the end of the week or whenever there is a time of 
getting together and gathering together of the flock, they come together and they 
have been browbeaten and under attack all week. 

They come together into the presence of the shepherd. They are feeling down, 
discouraged and depressed. At a time like this they do not need somebody to 
stand up and browbeat them some more. Anybody who does that is not a 
shepherd. He is not a pastor. 

David says: 

“In the presence of my enemies, He invites me to a table that is 
arranged with a banquet that is fit for a king.” 

The table spoken of there is the king’s table. The king’s table was a special 
table. It was a table where the best delicacies were; where the best food could 
be found; where you could sit around, have a sumptuous feast, and be satisfied 
to the full. 

When God’s flock come together after having faced the onslaught of the enemy 
out there, they want to come to the table and come and eat. They want to come 
and enjoy themselves and have fun. They want to come to a place of 
celebration. 
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If you are a pastor, it is your responsibility to provide the king’s table for God’s 
flock. Although the enemy has assailed them enemies from all sides, they can 
come into the presence of the Lord. They can gather together as a flock and 
come into the presence of the shepherd. 

They can know that their needs are going to be met, and that every desire of 
their heart will be fulfilled. It is going to be a haven of rest; a time of coming to 
enjoy the presence of the Lord and His blessing, after having faced such a 
difficult time all week. 

If you cannot do that or are not prepared to do that, then you do not have a 
pastoral calling. It is the function of the pastor to provide that for the flock. 

He Releases the Anointing

David says in Psalm 23:5: 

"Thou anointest [Heb: 'To be fat; transitively to fatten (or regard as fat); 
specifically to anoint; figuratively to satisfy:--accept, anoint, take away the 
ashes, take away the ashes from, receive ashes, make fat, wax fat'] my 
head [Heb: 'The head (as most easily shaken), whether literally or 
figuratively (in many applications, of place, time, rank, etc.):--band, 
beginning, captain, chapiter, chief, chiefest place, chief man, chief things, 
company, end, × + every man, excellent, first, forefront, head, + behead, 
height, high, on high, highest part, + high priest, × lead, × poor, principal, 
ruler, sum, top'] with oil [Heb: 'Grease, especially liquid (as from the 
olive, often perfumed); figuratively richness:--anointing, × fat, × fat things, 
× fruitful, oil, + oiled, ointment, olive, + pine']; my cup runneth over [Heb: 
'Satisfaction:--runneth over, wealthy']." 

The pastor should be giving out the anointing continually. He should be causing 
the sheep to be Spirit-filled at all times. 

I want you to see an interesting concept here. David says, 

“He anoints my head with oil.” 

What is he speaking about? He is speaking about the oil being poured upon the 
head. What kind of anointing is that referring to? It is the external anointing. It is 
coming upon, is it not? 

It is coming upon him and causing the glow and the beautiful feeling that takes 
place when the anointing oil comes over the head. The pastor should know how 
to move in the external anointing. 
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David says something else. He says, 

“My container is overflowing. It is bubbling up from inside of me and 
pouring out.”

What kind of anointing is that? It is the internal anointing. The pastor is 
responsible to make sure that the sheep know how to move in both the internal 
and external anointing. 

He is responsible to make sure that when people come together in the presence 
of the Lord, that God’s power is manifested in their midst. He must make sure 
that people know how to tap into that inner anointing of the Spirit of God, and be 
able to pour out the river of life from within. 

The pastor must know how to move in the anointing. If you want to be a pastor, 
you had better know how to move in the anointing. Do not think that it is only the 
other ministries that move in those? 

Yes, the prophet really knows how to move in the internal anointing. The 
evangelist knows how to move in the signs and wonders and the external 
anointing. The pastor has to bring them together. He must be able to teach 
people and cause them to flow in both. 

He Shows Continual Kindness

Finally David says in Psalm 23:6: 

"Surely goodness [Heb: 'good (as a noun), in the widest sense, 
especially goodness (superlative concretely, the best), beauty, gladness, 
welfare:—fair, gladness, good (-ness, thing, -s), joy, go well with'] and 
mercy [Heb: 'Kindness; by implication (towards God) piety; or 
(subjectively) beauty:--favor, good deed, goodliness, goodness, kindly, 
kindness, loving-kindness, merciful, merciful kindness, mercy, pity'] shall 
follow [Heb: 'To run after (usually with hostile intent; figuratively {of TIME} 
gone by):--chase, put to flight, follow, follow after, follow on, hunt, 
persecute, be under persecution, persecutor, pursue'] me all the days of 
my life."

The pastor should be showing his flock how to walk in blessing. Every pastor 
should know about the Way of Blessing! He should always be displaying 
kindness. 

The pastor should be teaching people by example in his own kindness and 
show them how to be kind to one another, so that they are always walking in 
good things. 
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When you are kind to one another you begin to contribute and give to one 
another. And when you see somebody that is in need, you reach out to meet that 
need so that they always have good things! 

In this way, nobody in the flock is lacking in anything, and continual kindness is 
being displayed and being shown all the time. 

If you are not able to do that, then you cannot be a pastor. If you are not 
prepared to do that, then forget about being a pastor. It is your responsibility to 
make sure that the flock have every good thing and are kind to one another. 

He Encourages Sheep to Stay

David says in Psalms 23:6: 

"And I will dwell in the house [Church, body] of the LORD for ever 
[Heb: 'eons, age']."

I have heard this said in so many circles: 

“Well Pastor So-and-so, I really do not want to have anything to do with that 
man. He’s a sheep stealer! Everybody has been leaving their churches to go to 
him. He’s been drawing people away from other congregations, and he’s been 
stealing other pastors’ sheep.” 

It could be that he is the only real pastor around and that he is fulfilling the 
needs of the flock. It could be that he is being what a shepherd should really be, 
and that is why the flock are going to him. 

When the shepherd is doing his job correctly, the flock will be there for the 
duration. They are not planning to leave. You will not get them to leave for 
anything. They would be stupid to leave! Who would want to leave when you 
have someone who cares for your needs so adequately? 

Openness and Transparency

Jesus says concerning the false shepherd: 

“Verily, verily [Truthfully, truthfully], I say unto you, He that entereth not 
by the door into the sheepfold, but climbeth up some other way, the 
same is a thief [Gk: 'A stealer (literal or figurative):--thief'] and a robber 
[Gk: '(to plunder). A brigand (a robber or bandit, especially one of an 
outlaw band; (business/professions) a bandit or plunderer, especially a 
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member of a gang operating in mountainous areas; a criminal who takes 
property belonging to someone else with the intention of keeping it or 
selling it):--robber, thief']. But he that entereth in by the door is the 
shepherd of the sheep.” 

What is He saying? He is saying the pastor is not evasive, sneaky and 
backhanded. He is open and transparent. He makes his intentions clear, 
everybody can see it, and they know exactly where he is coming from. 

The pastor has nothing to hide. He should be able to be transparent with the 
flock. He comes walking in the door. He does not come jumping in the back way 
when they are not looking, and use guile and deception to get them to do what 
he wants them to do. 

Such a person is not a true shepherd. If you are a pastor, you will have to be 
transparent, open and honest with the flock. 

Jesus said: 

“To him [the shepherd/pastor] the porter [Gk: '(a watcher {A 
PROPHET}). A gate-warden:--that kept the door, porter'] openeth.” 

The pastor has the ability to encourage people to open up to him and to share 
their innermost hearts with him. That is part of the gift and the calling of the 
pastor. He just has that something that makes you want to tell him your secrets. 

You want to open your heart wide and say, “Come on in. I’ve got nothing to hide. 
I’ll share everything with you. I’ll tell you whatever you need to know.” 

He is a person who can be trusted. 

Also notice it says "the porter [or watcher/prophet] opens." Remember in the 
Old Testament how God made the prophet Ezekiel a "watchman unto the 
house of Israel." 

Their were two major Hebrew words that were used for the word Prophets in the 
Old Testament which were "Seer" and "Watchman."

A Seer [Heb: 'a beholder in vision (revelation), also a compact (as looked upon 
with approval), prophet, seer, {star-} gazer']

"And one of his servants said, None, my lord, O king: but Elisha, the 
prophet [Gk: 'seer'] that is in Israel, telleth the king of Israel the words 
that thou speakest in thy bedchamber." (2nd Kings 6:12).
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A Watchman [Heb: 'to hedge about (as with thorns), i.e. guard, to protect, attend 
to, beware']

"Son of man [Heb: 'Mortal man'], I have made thee a watchman [Heb: 
'to hedge about (as with thorns), i.e. guard, to protect, attend to, beware']
unto the house of Israel: therefore hear the Word at My mouth, and 
give them warning from Me." (Ezekiel 3:17).  

  
God revealed things to prophets by dreams, visions and speaks to them 
audibly.

This pattern and principle still applies under the New Covenant. 

What I believe what the pattern for the New Testament Church was this: 

Christ sent the apostles to be foundations of the Church (Acts 2:42-47; 4:33-
37). 

After they left God raised up the rest of the foundation--the prophets to 
"watchover" the Church for a season and give them vision and direction (Acts 
11:27-30; 13:1). 

Then Jesus gave Teachers to mature them in God's Words from falsehood (Acts 
11:25-26; Acts 13:1). Back in Acts the teachers (and the evangelists) were not 
stationary and the church did not have pastors (elders) yet. 

Once the Apostles and Prophets left they opened "the door" or porter for the 
pastors once they felt these men were truly manifesting the signs of a 
pastor/shepherd (Acts 14:23; Acts 20:17-38).

He Gets People’s Attention

Jesus said the sheep listen to His voice. The pastor is somebody who does not 
need to demand attention. When he speaks people listen, because they want to. 

I have heard preachers say in the middle of their message, “Are you listening to 
me?” 

I guess it helps wake people up when they are going to sleep. When you are 
speaking, and people are nodding off and getting bored and looking somewhere 
else, maybe you are not a pastor. 

People will hear your voice if you are a true shepherd. They are going to listen 
to you. You will not have to demand it. 
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"They [the false ministers] are of the world: therefore speak they of the 
world, and the world heareth them. We [God's TRUE ministers] are of 
God: HE THAT KNOWETH God HEARETH US; he that is not of God 
HEARETH NOT US. Hereby [THIS IS how] know we the spirit of truth, 
and the spirit of error." (1st John 4:5-6).

"If they have persecuted Me, they will also persecute you [you 
disciples]; if they have kept My saying [teaching, doctrine], they will 
keep yours [saying, teaching, doctrine] also." (John 15:20). 

You will not have to say, “Now I’m the pastor around here, so you guys better 
listen to me!” 

If you have to do that then you are not a pastor, because they are not listening. 

He Knows His Sheep Personally

Jesus says He calls His own sheep by name and leads them out, and when 
He puts out His own sheep He goes before them and the sheep follow Him, 
for they know His voice. 

The pastor pays personal attention to each person. They are not just a number 
to him. They are not just, “The person who sits in the second pew over there with 
a funny hat on.” 

They are not just, “That fat woman that always sits over there at the back ... That 
skinny guy that always fidgets in the front row there while I’m trying to preach!” 

He knows them by name. He knows who they are. He has become personally 
involved in their lives. He has shown personal attention to each one. 

He goes ahead of the sheep to show them the way. The pastor will never ask 
anything of the sheep that he is not prepared to do himself. Anybody who is not 
capable, or able or willing to do that, does not qualify for the calling of a 
shepherd or pastor in God’s kingdom. 

Jesus said, 

“And a stranger [Gk: 'Another's, i.e. not one's own; by extension foreign, 
not akin, hostile:--alien, other (man's, men's), another (man's, men's), 
strange, stranger'] will they not follow [Gk: '(a road); properly to be in the 
same way with, i.e. to accompany (specially as a disciple):—follow, 
reach'], but will flee [Gk: 'To run away (literally or figuratively); implication 
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to shun; by analogy to vanish:--escape, flee (away)'] from him: for they 
know not the voice [Gk: 'through the idea of disclosure. A tone
(articulate, bestial or artificial); implication an address (for any purpose), 
saying or language:--noise, sound, voice'] of strangers.” (John 10:5).

He Gives Life

Jesus said: 

"The [Satan] thief [Gk: 'A stealer (literal or figurative):--thief'] cometh not, 
but for to steal [Gk: 'To filch (to steal or take surreptitiously in small 
amounts; make off with belongings of others):--steal'], and to kill [Gk: 
'Properly to rush (breathe hard, blow, smoke), i.e. (implication) to sacrifice
(properly by fire, but generally); by extension to immolate (slaughter for 
any purpose):--kill, (do) sacrifice, slay'], and to destroy [Gk: 'To destroy
fully (reflexive to perish, or lose), literally or figuratively:--destroy, die, 
lose, mar, perish']: I [Jesus] AM come that they might have life, and 
that they might have it more abundantly [Gk: '(in the sense of beyond).
Superabundant (in quantity) or superior (in quality); implication excessive;
adverbially violently; neuter (as noun) preeminence:--exceeding 
abundantly above, more abundantly, advantage, exceedingly, very highly, 
beyond measure, more, superfluous, vehement, vehemently']." (John 
10:10).

The pastor is to bring life to the sheep, not fleece them. The thief is the one who 
wants to fleece them. The thief is the one who wants to steal from them, and 
wants to get from them all that he can. 

The thief is the one who is always telling the flock what his needs are and telling 
them that they must meet his needs first. The thief is the one who keeps telling 
the flock that they are responsible to him first. The shepherd is one who comes 
to give life, not to steal and to fleece the flock. 

Prepared to Be a Nothing

Jesus said: 

"I AM the good [Gk: 'better than many'] shepherd: the good shepherd 
giveth his life [Gk: 'Spirit life'] for the sheep."

The pastor is one who is prepared to give his spirit life for the flock. What does 
that mean? It means he is prepared to forego recognition for their benefit. He is 
prepared to be trampled in the dust, in order that they can be exalted and lifted 
up. He is prepared to face rejection for their benefit. He is prepared to go 
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without, so that their needs can be met first. 

If you are not prepared to do that for the flock, then God did not call you to be a 
pastor and you do not have the pastoral calling. You also do not have the 
commitment to be a pastor of God’s flock. 

He Defends His Flock

Jesus said: 

"But he that is an hireling [Gk: 'wage worker (good or bad), hired 
servant, paid minister, Iscariot'], and not the [Good] Shepherd [Jesus],
whose own the sheep are not, [the hireling] seeth [discerns, beholds, 
considers, perceives] the wolf [Satan, his antichrist, his gospel, his spirit, 
his church/synagogue, his apostles, his ministers of righteousness, his 
false prophets] coming [that means these ministers KNOW ABOUT THE 
DANGER BUT THEY DON'T WARN THE SHEEP], and [the hireling]
leaveth the sheep, and fleeth: and the wolf [the devil and his system of 
rule] catcheth them, and scattereth the sheep ['And Saul was 
consenting unto his (Stephen's) death. And at that time there was a great 
persecution against the church which was at Jerusalem; and they were all 
scattered abroad throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except 
the apostles.' (Acts 8:1)]." (John 10:12).

The pastor will defend his flock from any attack from the outside. He will fight for 
them when they are under spiritual attack. He will defend them when the world is 
pressing them. 

He will drive away the false prophets and the false teachers and those who 
would come in to scatter the flock and to lead them astray. 

If he does not do this, then he is not a pastor. A pastor is concerned for the 
flock first, even if it means that he has to do without, or even if it means that he 
has to fight and give his all. He does it on behalf of the flock, because he cares 
for them. He is the good shepherd. 

He is Vulnerable and Available

Jesus said: 

"I [JESUS] AM the Good Shepherd [Psalm 23], and know My sheep, 
and am known of Mine."

The pastor must know each one under his care - not just know them, but know 
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them well. Now to get to know somebody well you are going to have to become 
vulnerable and available to them. 

It is not easy to stand in a place of leadership, to try and keep up appearances. 
You try and win people’s respect and still be vulnerable enough to be open to 
them, to show them what is really inside, and what kind of person you really are. 

Perhaps if some ministries did that they would not be as successful. If a 
prophet comes in, it is better that people do not know him and that he does not 
know anybody. Then he can move by revelation and he can speak the Word of 
God. 

People will then be awed and stirred, and their faith will be lifted up, because 
God has revealed through that person. 

That is why a pastor and a prophet cannot mix. That is why a pastor cannot 
function as a prophet and a prophet cannot function as a pastor at the same 
time. You can only do one or the other. You cannot mix the two. 

Only the pastor must be vulnerable and open to his people, because he has to 
be one with them. He must know them intimately, and he must earn the right for 
them to open their hearts to him and to share everything with him, because a 
trust has been established between them. Only God can give a man or a woman 
the ability to be such a person. 

I have covered a lot of ground in this chapter, and I have only just taken two 
passages. You could probably find a whole lot more. Now however, I am just 
going to give you a kind of a summary of the signs that you need to look for in 
trying to identify one who is called to the Pastoral Ministry.

Signs to Look For in a Pastor

I want you to realize that as we look for these signs, we are not to look for 
somebody who is naturally gifted in these things. We are not to look for a person 
who is amiable in temperament and therefore naturally a people person. 

Such a person might be able to function well in Pastoral Ministry, but it takes 
the gift, calling, anointing and ability of God; it sometimes takes the dealings of 
God to bring a person to the place where they are prepared to be that kind of 
leader. 

These are the qualities you should be looking for: 

He Cares for Others
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The pastor is one who cares for the welfare of others. He puts others first. He is 
not wrapped up in himself. 

The pastor is someone who has a following. He is a true leader. He goes ahead 
of the sheep and he leads by example. 

The pastor is someone who is able to teach the Word in a way that people can 
be spiritually fed from it. Yes, the pastor should be able to teach. 

He may not be in the office of teacher, but he should have teaching ability. He 
should be able to feed the Word in such a way that people can benefit from it. 

The pastor is someone who knows the Spirit of God and is able to minister the 
anointing to others. 

He Brings Out the Best in People

The pastor is someone who is able to identify and bring out the gifts and talents 
in others. The pastor can look at a person, assess them, get to know them and 
identify their gifts and talents. 

Then he can encourage and bring them out, and cause that person to be able to 
display and to use the abilities that God has put into them. 

The pastor is someone who is able to treat someone the same, irrespective of 
their spiritual condition. In human terms it means you have to be prepared to 
change diapers. It means you are going to have to learn to be with a person 
when they are ugly. It means that you are going to have to love them when they 
are very unlovable. 

The pastor loves people and is not wrapped up in himself. You are going to 
have to be a people person if you want to be a pastor. You are going to have to 
care for others. People will have to be important to you, and not things. 

The pastor is someone who people feel comfortable with, and will share their 
hearts with. The pastor is someone whom people respect and love. He is 
someone who cares enough to confront and correct as well as encourage. 

The pastor is not afraid to get his hands dirty on behalf of someone else. What 
does that mean? It means if you have to go into the Pub to go and bring your 
member out, go and do it. Do not be so super-spiritual that you will not associate 
with somebody in that condition. 

The pastor is someone who has confidence in what God has placed in him. You 
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had better believe in what God has put in you. 

You had better have confidence in yourself and the Lord if you are going to have 
the audacity to lead others, and to tell them and show them how to live. If you do 
not have confidence in yourself and the Lord, how are you going to inspire 
confidence in others? 

The pastor is someone who believes in the people that he leads. He believes in 
them enough to let them slip and fall. He believes in them enough to lift them up, 
to spend time with them, to travail with them. 

He will follow through and spend whole nights if necessary, and go without 
sleep, food and the comforts of life on behalf of the flock. That is the shepherd’s 
heart. 

Helping You Rise Up

As we look at the subject of the pastor that we have started here, we are going 
to recognize these qualities of pastorship and are going to help people to 
develop them. 

We are going to take these qualities and will show you, by the Word of God, how 
to take what God has called you to display and to develop them. 
Then, by the Spirit of God, you will begin to apply and use them to rise up and 
be the kind of leader that God has called you to be. 

You can be the kind of shepherd and the kind of pastor that Jesus would be 
proud to say, “Now that is a person who truly reflects all the qualities of the 
good shepherd!” 

That is the biblical picture. Those are the signs that will show you that you are in 
the presence of a pastor.

Chapter 13 God’s Image of a Leader: Qualifications for 
Elders

Elder's Gifting

Ephesians 4 does not define the ascension gifts; it just lists them without 
definition. We have to go to other scriptures to find a description of these gifting. 
We generally find that they are being fulfilled by elders.

Apostles are Elders
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Some elders are apostles. The apostle John saw himself as an elder (2 John 
1; 3 John 1). The apostle Peter also called himself an elder (1Pet 1:1; 5:1). Paul 
was an elder at Antioch, until he became an apostle when he was sent out. 
(Acts 13:1-2).

Prophets are Elders

Some elders are prophets. Judas was an elder and were with other elders in 
the church in Jerusalem, he was also a prophet as there were other prophets 
there too.

"Then the apostles and elders, with the whole church, decided to 
choose some of their own men and send them to Antioch with Paul 
[an elder who was an apostle, teacher, preacher (aka evangelist)] and 
Barnabas [an former Levite priest was an elder who was an apostle and 
prophet]. They chose Judas (called Barsabbas) [an elder who was a 
prophet] and Silas [an elder who was an apostle and prophet], two men 
who were leaders among the brothers. Judas and Silas, who 
themselves were prophets, said much to encourage and strengthen 
the brothers." (Acts 15:22,32).

One of the elders who prayed for Timothy was quite likely a prophet.

"Do not neglect your gift, which was given you through a prophetic 
message when the body of elders laid their hands on you." (1 Tim 
4:14).

There were prophets among the elders of the church in Antioch.

"In the church at Antioch there were prophets and teachers: 
Barnabas, Simeon called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen (who had 
been brought up with Herod the tetrarch) and Saul." (Acts 13:1)

Pastor and Teachers are Elders

Most elders will be pastors and/or teachers. There were teachers among the 
elders at Antioch. Paul referred to elders who work at teaching.

"The elders who direct the affairs of the church well are worthy of 
double honor, especially those whose work is preaching and 
teaching." (1 Tim 5:17).

He also said that elders must be able to teach.
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"Now the overseer must be above reproach, the husband of but one 
wife, temperate, self-controlled, respectable, hospitable, able to 
teach." (1 Tim 3:2).

Peter described elders who are also pastors (shepherds).

"To the elders among you, I appeal as a fellow elder, a witness of 
Christ's sufferings and one who also will share in the glory to be 
revealed: Be shepherds of God's flock that is under your care, 
serving as overseers." (1 Pet 1:1,2).

Paul challenged the elders at Ephesus to shepherd the church of God.

"From Miletus, Paul sent to Ephesus for the elders of the church….. 
Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of which the Holy Spirit 
has made you overseers. Be shepherds of the church of God, which 
he bought with his own blood." Acts 20:17,28

Evangelists are Elders

Some elders are evangelists. Paul spoke about elders who specialize in 
preaching.

"The elders who direct the affairs of the church well are worthy of 
double honor, especially those whose work is preaching and 
teaching." (1 Tim 5:17).

Elders in the Church

The ascension ministries are different roles that elders can take. Each church in 
the New Testament was led by a team of elders (Acts 14:23). The minimum 
number of elders would be three or four. A church should be led by a group of 
elders working together.

An elder can be an apostle, a prophet, an evangelist, or a pastor and 
teacher. These gifts represent different tasks that an elder may do. Each elder 
will fulfill one of these functions, according to the gifts that Christ has given him. 
Not everyone is an apostle or a prophet, but each one exercises the ministry to 
which God has called him. Whatever his gifts, the elder uses them to strengthen 
the people of God and to build up the whole Church. Prophets, teachers, 
evangelists and pastors are just elders who care for a church.

All of the ministries listed in Ephesians 4:11 should be represented in the church 
eldership. One or two of these elders will be a prophet. One will be an 
evangelist. Several will be pastors and/or teachers. Having all these ministries 
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present in the eldership gives balance to the church. Without this balance the 
church will not grow to maturity and unity.

The prophet will provide vision for the church and keep it on the right track. He 
will ensure that there is an emphasis on holiness. A prophet is really an elder, 
who has a passion for truth and righteousness. He asks the tough questions; 
challenges church members with besetting sins and specializes in getting vision 
for the church.

The elders who are evangelists will ensure that the church grows. (I have not 
dealt with the role of the apostle here, they are covered in apostles. They are 
just elders who are sent out to establish a new church.)

The pastors will ensure that new Christians are discipled and that all members 
remain united. Most of the discipling in the church will be will be done by elders 
who are pastor/teachers. The evangelist will be more occupied with preaching 
the gospel, than developing new Christians (unless they have an urge to 
evangelize). Prophets tend to have very high expectations of their disciples, 
with the result that they can easily be crushed. They will be more focused on 
developing holiness and vision in the whole church as a group. However, 
prophets will have a role in discipling potential prophets and evangelists will 
assist with discipling potential evangelists. Every member will need the ministry 
of the prophet and apostle from time to time. The evangelist will encourage all 
members to witness to Jesus. Sometimes new believers will be discipled by one 
of the other members of the church, with the more difficult aspects being handled 
by the elders.

The elders would work together at their task. Because they each have different 
gifts and experience they would be able to complement each other. If an elder 
met a situation he could not handle, he would call on another who had the 
appropriate gifts. The prophet would be responsible for discipling any potential 
prophets in the Church. The evangelist would take care of any budding 
evangelists. Each Church member would have a strong relationship with one of 
the elders. At the same time, each elder would be responsible to the other 
elders for the way he exercises his ministry. 

Replication of Ministries

Elders will replicate their ministries in their disciples (i.e. produce clones of 
themselves). This is an extremely important principle. Every person who has 
developed in a ministry, should be training up several people in that same 
ministry. In this way the ministries of the church will multiply. Multiplication of 
ministry is as important as multiplication of membership. 

Potential evangelists will tend to be drawn to the evangelist. Potential 
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prophets will be drawn to the prophet. Potential pastors will be drawn to the 
pastors. They will learn all that they can from them. That is why each elder is 
shown as having people with a similar ministry close to them in the diagram. 
Each elder will be developing some people who have potential to develop into a 
similar ministry. They will train someone to replace themselves if they are called 
to leave. Jesus said that everyone who is fully trained is like his master (Luke 
6:40).

The true test of the quality of a church is what has happened to a person who 
became a Christian in the church three years earlier. Are they functioning in a 
ministry (Jesus disciples were)? If they are not, then the church is not 
functioning correctly. Is there a development path for the new Christian? Can 
they expect to be functioning in a ministry within three years? In a quality church 
this will be normal. (People who come to Christianity with severe problems, may 
take longer to grow to maturity, but they should be on the same path).

The ascension ministries are for equipping others. The best way to be equipped 
for a ministry is to learn off someone who is further on, as Elisha learnt his 
ministry by following Elijah. An elder is just someone who has been around a 
little bit longer, so new Christians should attempt to start where they left off.

Business

These giftings can also apply outside the church in the world of business. For 
example, a business will function best with shared leadership. One person rarely 
combines all the skills needed to lead a business. Ideally, all the ascension 
ministries will be present in the leadership team. One of the leaders will have the 
drive and energy to push the business forward (apostle). Another will keep 
things on the right track and ensure that no corners are cut 
(prophet/accountant). A third will have marketing skills (evangelist). A fourth 
will have people skills and the ability to keep staff motivated and working in unity 
(pastor). A fifth will have the ability to make sure that the people have the 
knowledge of how the company functions and works (teacher).

Most businesses fail because one of these gifting is missing from the leadership 
skills of the manager. For example, an entrepreneur (apostle) may have the 
energy and enthusiasm to get a business started, but lack the integrity or people 
skills to keep it growing. A Christian solution would be a leadership team of three 
or four people with balanced gifting submitted to each other. 

The qualifications for ordination were listed earlier from 1st Timothy 3:1-7 and 
Titus 1:6-9. Below is a list of these qualities with commentary. Terms appearing 
more than once are noted. Some repeated terms are not identical, but bear the 
same meaning.
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What qualities should church leaders (the Five Fold Ministry) possess? Paul 
outlines for Titus a list similar to the one he gave Timothy. Note that most of the 
traits he mentions deal with personal character, not techniques, gifts, or skills. 
Note what Paul considered most important:

1. Personal life: blameless, not self-willed, not quick tempered, not violent, 
sober minded, holy, self-controlled.

2. Family life: husband of one wife, with faithful children.
3. Social life: hospitable, not accused of dissipation, not given to wine.
4. Financial life: a steward of God, not greedy for money.
5. Professional life: not accused of insubordination, a lover of what is good, 

just, holding fast the faithful Word, able to exhort and convict those who 
contradict.

Personal Life

Good Reputation

'A bishop then must be blameless [Gk: 'Not arrested, i.e. (implication) 
inculpable (guiltless):--blameless, unrebukable']...'

Oh dear, there goes me! 

“Blameless”: (3 times) derived from two separate Greek words, both essentially 
meaning innocent of committing immorality or of falling into wrong doctrine. This 
also implies innocence of covering for others involved in immorality or heresy.

'He must have a good report [honorable] of them [non-believers] which 
are without [outside the church]; 

“A good report of them which are without”: in modern times, this would 
relate to having a clean record with legal authorities, clear of felonies or 
criminal citations after conversion (DUI charges, tax fraud, etc.) It also 
would seem to apply to clean employment and financial records (clear of 
repossessions, bankruptcies, etc.), with a track record of compliance with 
law, virtue and diligence.

lest he fall into [Gk: 'To fall on, i.e. (literally) be entrapped by, or 
(figuratively) be overwhelmed with:--fall among (into)'] reproach [Gk: 
'Contumely (insulting display of contempt in words or actions; 
contemptuous or humiliating treatment, a humiliating insult):--reproach (to 
defame, i.e. rail at, chide, taunt:--cast in teeth, (suffer) reproach, revile, 
upbraid)'] and he snare [Gk: 'A trap (as fastened by a noose or notch); 
figuratively a trick or stratagem (temptation):--snare'] of the devil.'
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What is he saying? He is saying, "Look for people who have a good reputation in 
the world and in the church." If you are going to be a leader in the church you 
are going to affect the world out there, too. It is no good appointing somebody to 
be a leader in the church and his name out there is not so good, because you 
will bring a reproach on the church.

They will say, "You appointed that crook to be your elder? He just swindled my 
family out of thousands of dollars and you are appointing him to be overseer?"

He is just saying, "Look a little bit beyond the church and realize that the spiritual 
qualities that a person has should be shown in every area of his life, not just 
when he stands up in church and prays those beautiful spiritual prayers."

"When he prays the building shakes, brother."

Perhaps he has a loud voice! You know people like that. They pray the most 
spiritual wonderful prayers, then go home and beat their wife up. I have seen 
them.

Family Life

He says, 'He must be the husband of one wife.'

Oh dear, all you divorced people are out. No, that is not what Paul was saying. 
He was saying, "You must be a one woman kind of man. You must be a one wife 
kind of man if you are to be a leader in God's kingdom. You must have the kind 
of commitment where you will commit yourself wholly to one person." 

“The husband of one wife”: (twice) forbids polygamy.

'... vigilant [Gk: 'Sober, i.e. (figuratively) circumspect (cautious, prudent, 
careful guarded, wary, judicious):--sober (to abstain from wine (keep 
sober), i.e. (figuratively) be discreet:--be sober, watch)'] and sober [Gk: 
'Safe (sound) in mind, i.e. self-controlled (moderate as to opinion or 
passion):--discreet, sober, temperate'].'

“Vigilant”: attentive to potential dangers; ever watchful to protect the flock.

“Sober”: (twice) discreet and prudent, as opposed to a state of being oblivious 
or comatose. Knows when to avoid humor.

These words mean very little to us these days. It actually has to do with not 
touching any alcohol, with not being addicted to drink. That is a touchy one for 
some isn't it?

Social Life
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'... of good behavior [Gk: 'Orderly, i.e. decorous (well-mannered, well-
behaved, good, correct, proper, modest, demure, respectable):--of good 
behavior, modest'].'

In other words, modest. A person who does not draw attention to themselves. 
Being Hospitable.

“Good behavior”: orderly, modest, not given to extremes, courteous, polite, 
well- refined.

'... given to hospitality [Gk: 'Fond of guests, i.e. hospitable:--given to 
(lover of, use) hospitality'].'

They must be a good host or hostess. Somebody who is quite happy to invite 
people into their homes and to entertain and to give freely.

“Given to hospitality”: (twice) the proclivity to readily and easily receive 
brethren into one’s home (especially those sojourning or in distress).

I remember we would often have people around, and if they came round we 
would put together a spread for them, and we would pull out everything we had 
in the fridge and the cupboards. We would put on the best that we could.

Sometimes people would walk in there and say, "Wow, you people must be 
doing all right, hey? Just look at this spread."

They didn't know that that was all that we had.

You say, "Well why did you go and give all of that to them. You gave away all 
your food?"

That is what it means to be hospitable. That is why it means to consider the 
needs of others before your own. It gets back to that spiritual transmutation 
doesn't it, of giving out freely in faith knowing that God will give back, but 
considering other people first. Being free and open-hearted and hospitable to 
other people instead of keeping it to yourself.

"Well I don't want the home meeting in my house on Wednesday night. That is 
when my favorite program is on TV."

Somebody calls up and says, "We're coming to visit you on Wednesday 
evening. Is that okay?"

"Um, well you know I have a prior arrangement. That's what is happening! We 
would love to have you around, but I'm sorry, I just can't make it on Wednesday."
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I have discovered that as I have been sharing with people on the concept of 
home meetings, that I keep coming against brick walls and people are making 
excuses. Really the bottom line is they are saying, "My home is my domain. I 
don't want anybody else there."

Well, we had the conference in our home. It takes a challenge. Some of you 
snoopy people may go fiddling in our cupboards to see what we have. What kind 
of leader are you? I believe that is what Paul was speaking about. Able to Teach

'... apt to teach [Gk: 'Instructive ("didactic {educational, informative, 
edifying, moralizing, moralistic, improving}"):--apt to teach'].'

"You mean to tell me a pastor has to be a teacher and has to have a teaching 
ministry?"

No, he did not say, "Anointed to teach or called to teach." He said, "Able to 
teach." In other words, what he is saying is, "Somebody who is prepared to give 
out to others, the knowledge that he has. Not somebody who says, 'I've got a 
secret and I'm not telling you.' "

"So tell me, how do you come to this position of spirituality and moving in the 
power of God?"

"Well the Lord taught it to me. You can go and find out by yourself! It took me 
twenty years to find this out. Do you think I'm going to tell you in one night?"

“Apt to teach”: instructive or skillful in teaching, capable of imparting spiritual 
knowledge and instruction to others (one-on-one or a congregation) in a unique 
or colorful manner, and happy to exercise that gift.

Have you ever noticed how preachers will give you just a little piece of their 
knowledge, just enough to keep your interest and make sure you don't get to 
know too much? Do you know why? Because the only thing they know is what 
they learned in Bible School and if they taught it all to you eventually everybody 
in the church would know it and they would have nothing else to teach. They 
never bother learning anything new.

This is quality of leadership, being free to give out to others in teaching and 
training. We have already spoken about that a lot in another message.

'... Not given to wine [Gk: '(NOT) Staying near wine, i.e. (NOT) tippling
{to drink liquor, esp. habitually or to some excess, to drink intoxication 
liquor or strong drink, esp. repeatedly, in small quantities} (a toper {a hard 
drinker or chronic drunkard}):--(NOT) given to wine'].'
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“Not given to wine”: (twice) this does not describe a “teetotaler,” but rather 
moderate use of alcohol—not exceeding a reasonable limit. Alcohol can never 
be abused. (Proverbs 31:4 shows kings—or those with much responsibility—
must not give themselves to wine or strong drink.) The Greek also seems to 
imply a warning against abusiveness and being quarrelsome.

Oh dear, now here we come with this thorny subject, "Is it right for a Christian to 
drink?" It is a million dollar question.

"Ricardo said at the last conference that..."

Paul was saying, "He's not addicted to wine - or tobacco, or drugs or TV or 
anything else that controls him."

You are not addicted. You are not under the control of something else. It is not 
the use but the abuse. The Scripture says, "All things are lawful for me, but 
all things are not expedient." All things are lawful for me to do, but I will not 
come under the power of anything." When I am being controlled by something 
external that is not the Spirit of God, when I am held by that thing and I am 
unable to let go of it, then how can I be a leader?

"So is it wrong to drink and smoke?"

You answer that question yourself. I just ask you this question, "Why do you do 
it? Do you need to do it, and can you easily stop doing it?" I will leave it there.

'... Not violent and aggressive.' King James says, 'No striker [Gk: 'A 
smiter, i.e. pugnacious {aggressive, confrontational, belligerent, truculent, 
argumentive, contentious} (quarrelsome):--striker; (through the idea of 
flattening out). To pound, i.e. (figuratively) to inflict with (calamity):--
smite'].'

“No striker”: (twice) this references can also fall under the category of those 
who eagerly strike bargains or deals. Proverbs warns against being “surety,” or 
co-signing for others.

He must not be the kind of guy who gets hot under the collar and wants to pound 
people into the ground. Someone who is quick with his fists. God's leader cannot 
be that kind of person.

What have we looked at so far? All of these are spiritual qualities. They are inner 
qualities and attitudes of heart. None of these so far have to do with the external 
appearance. They all have to do with what is inside. 

Financial Life
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Reflected in Your Family

'...Not covetous or greedy for money [Gk: '(gain); sordid:--given to 
(greedy of) filthy lucre (money)'], 

“Not covetous”: one who carefully avoids the extreme pursuit of possessions or 
money, usually related to what others have.

“Greedy of filthy lucre”: (twice) describes those inclined to seek money 
wherever opportunity beckons. The ministry is a calling, not a place for those 
interested in pursuing or scheming for personal financial gain.

patient [Gk: 'Appropriate, i.e. (implication) mild:--gentle, moderation, 
patient'], 

“Patient”: bearing up under pain, duress or provocation with calmness and 
without complaint.

meek [Gk: 'Peaceable:--not a brawler'] and gentle. 

“Not a brawler”: one who shuns contentious, quarrelsome braggarts. One who 
would never fist-fight or punch someone.

Righteous, fair [Gk: 'Equitable (in character or act); implication innocent, 
holy (absolutely or relatively):--just, meet, right, righteous'], holy [Gk: 
'Properly right (by intrinsic or divine character; i.e. hallowed (pious, 
sacred, sure):--holy, mercy, shalt be'], 

“Just”: fair and right; righteous in deeds and character.

“Holy”: virtuous, pure from defilement; divinely guided; saintly.

separated unto God, self-controlled [Gk: 'Strong in a thing (masterful),
i.e. (figuratively and reflexive) self-controlled (in appetite, etc.):--
temperate']. 

“Temperate”: has self-control over every passion or appetite.

One that rules [Gk: 'To stand before, i.e. (in rank) to preside, or 
(implication) to practice:--maintain, be over, rule, be an example to, serve']
well [Gk: 'Well (usually morally):--(in a) good (place), honestly, + recover, 
(full) well'] his own house, 

“Rules well his own house”: in charge of how his family is to conduct itself; 
exercises compassionate leadership without dictatorial or laissez- faire extremes.
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having his children [Gk: 'A child (as produced):--child, daughter, son'] in 
subjection [Gk: 'Subordination (to subordinate; reflexive to obey:--be 
under obedience (obedient), put under, subdue unto, (be, make) subject 
(to, unto), be (put) in subjection (to, under), submit self unto):--subjection']
with all gravity [Gk: 'Venerability (commanding respect because of great 
age or impressive dignity; worthy of veneration or reverence, as because 
of high office or noble character), i.e. probity (goodness, decency, 
honesty, integrity, honor, virtue, godliness, saintliness):--gravity, honesty']. 

“Grave”: dignified, honest and gracious in conduct.

Having faithful [Gk: 'Objectively trustworthy; subjectively trustful:--
believe, believing, believer, faithful, faithfully, sure, true'] children, 

“Having faithful children”: has obedient, trustworthy, well-mannered children, 
as opposed to unruly, boisterous and loud.

not accused [Gk: '(NOT) A complaint ("category"), i.e. (NOT A) criminal 
charge:--(NO) accusation (× {NOT} accused)'] of riot [Gk: 'Properly not 
being saved, i.e. (implication) profligacy (extravagance, wastefulness, 
recklessness, licentiousness, dissolution, decadence):--excess, riot'] or 
unruly [Gk: 'Not subdued, i.e. insubordinate (in fact or temper):--
disobedient, that is not put under, unruly'].'

"Oh dear, there it goes again. I can't be a leader, because my children are not 
serving the Lord."

What have you put into your children? If you were a leader you would have put 
the Word of God into them and God will honor that Word that you put into them 
and He will bring them right. 

"Train up [Heb: 'Properly to narrow ('Narrow {Gk: 'to crowd (literally or 
figuratively):--afflict, narrow, throng, suffer tribulation, trouble'} is the Way 
{Jesus is the Way; John 14:6}, which leadeth unto life, and few there be 
that find it.'-Matt. 7:14), figuratively to initiate or discipline:--dedicate, train 
up'] a child in the Way [Jesus is the Way (John 14:6)] he should go: 
and when he [or she] is old [spiritually mature], he will NOT DEPART 
from it ['And I (God) will make an age-abiding (eonian, NEW/SPIRITUAL) 
covenant with them, that I will not turn away from them, to do them good; 
but I will put My fear in their hearts, that they shall NOT DEPART from 
me.' (Jer. 32:40)]." (Proverbs 22:6).

All you need to do is trust in what you put into them and they will come right. 
They will come back.
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When my children reached the stage where they wanted to taste of the world I 
didn't restrict them and hold them back and say, "I'm not going to let you do that. 
You'd better be home by eight o'clock!" I explained to them the dangers. They 
had been taught the truth.

They had tasted the true Word of God and the true spiritual life so I said, "Go 
and taste it, and you tell me what you think. If you want to go out there and taste 
it, please be free to do it." Of course they didn't know that I had a prophetic key! 
I dare you to go and try.

I let them go and they tasted and they nibbled here, there and everywhere and 
spat it out and came back. They had tasted something better. Don't you worry 
about your kids. Believe in what you have put into them. Believe in the Word of 
God that you have spoken and sowed into them and believe that God will take 
that Word, germinate it and bring it to life and cause it to grow in them. They will 
come back, because what you have sown into them will remain. The Lord said 
that we will go and bear forth fruit and our fruit will remain. You stand on that 
promise! It works.

Mature Leadership

'... Not a novice [Gk: 'Newly planted, i.e. (figuratively) a young 
(inexperienced) convert ("neophyte"):--novice'], 

“Not a novice”: not one new to the faith or recently baptized in the Spirit.

lest if being lifted up with pride [Gk: 'To envelop with smoke, i.e. 
(figuratively) to inflate with self-conceit:--high-minded, be lifted up with 
pride, be proud'] he fall into [Gk: 'To fall on, i.e. (literally) be entrapped 
by, or (figuratively) be overwhelmed with:--fall among (into)'] the 
condemnation [Gk: 'A decision (the function or the effect, for or against 
{"CRIME"}):--avenge, condemned, condemnation, damnation, + go to law, 
judgment'] of the devil.'

Don't appoint someone to leadership who is still young and new in spiritual 
things and is not ready to handle the kind of pressures that will come on you as 
a leader. Paul says you will fall into the same condemnation of the devil. What 
was the condemnation that the devil fell into? 

Satan wants to exalt and lift himself up. When a person who has not yet 
developed that inner correct attitude for leadership is place into a position of 
authority, particularly a person who is still insecure inside and inferior, they 
become the most dominating leaders that you have ever seen. They get 
themselves into this position of superiority where they have to maintain control, 
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because they feel so small inside that they have to act like they are big.

You go and find that pastor who is always dominating and controlling and will not 
give anybody a chance and he is a weak, scared little man inside. Do you know 
the dogs that are the most vicious and bark the most are dogs like the little one 
we have? They want to go and attack a truck out there! You have seen it, haven't 
you? They yap, yap, yap and act all big mouth. If you put a little dog in a big 
dog's position, that is what you will get. Don't appoint somebody to leadership 
that hasn't lived a little bit and has not got the spiritual qualities of spiritual 
maturity built into him yet.

God put Moses on the backside of the desert for forty years before he was 
considered ready to move in and lead God's people. God put David out in the 
Cave of Adullam before He brought him back to be king of Israel. God took Elijah 
away to Cherith and Zarephath before he could bring him to rise up and confront 
the prophets of Baal on Mount Carmel.

It gets back to what I said in the beginning. Where is your leadership going to be 
developed? It is in quietness and solitude in the presence of the Lord. Until you 
become that leader and you know that you are that leader. Until you know what 
you are and who you are, just as Jesus was, He knew who He was. He knew that 
He was the Son of God. And even though He had put aside His glory and He 
took upon Himself the form of a servant, He knew what He had come to do, and 
He knew that He was to represent the Father to mankind. All He did was to show 
the Father's leadership.

Professional Life

Temper Under Control

'... Not soon angry.'

“Not soon angry”: not lashing back in vengeful outrage upon real or imagined 
injustice. Properly directed anger is not wrong, but being soon angry is never
good. Disaster can result. This is because “he that is soon angry deals 
foolishly” (Prov. 14:17).

I am glad he said not soon angry, and not just not angry. Anger is not sin. Using 
anger incorrectly is sin. Anger is a gift from God.

You say, "That's heresy."

No it is not. How come God gave it to everybody and how come Jesus became 
angry? 

"...but I say unto you That whosoever is angry with his brother 
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without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment" (Matt. 5:22).

Without a CAUSE?

How and when, pray tell, has anyone been "angry with his brother," but there 
was absolutely no cause for the anger. There has been a great debate for 
centuries as to whether the phrase "without a cause" should be in this verse. 

I agree with those who do not put this in their translation. I believe some editor 
who just could not stop hating a brother, and saw his dilemma according to 
Jesus' teaching, inserted this phrase into some manuscript to allow for his hatred 
and still be in God's good graces.

This reminds me of the parody on "Little Bo Peep." It goes something like this: 

"It says here, Little Bo Peep who was a little girl, 'has lost her sheep, and doesn't 
know where to find them.' Now think for a moment think, if the sheep were lost 
it's only natural that you wouldn't know WHERE TO FIND THEM! But 'leave them 
alone-leave them alone...' Now that overwhelms me, completely overwhelms me! 
If the sheep where lost and you couldn't find them, YOU'D HAVE TO 'LEAVE 
THEM ALONE,' wouldn't you?" Etc. 

But doesn't Eph. 4:26 tell us to: "Be ye angry, and sin not; let not the sun go 
down upon your wrath."

Any number of translators tried to interpret this verse better than the King 
James, but most failed: 

"IF angry, beware of sinning..." (Weymouth). 

"IF you get angry, you must stop sinning in your anger..." (Williams 
Trans.)

"Do not let resentment lead you into sin..." (Knox Trans.)

"IF you are angry, don't sin by nursing your grudge..." (Kenneth 
Taylor)

That last one is really funny. So if you just have a grudge against a brother, but 
you don't "nurse it," then you will be okay? Is that something like: "If you are 
going to keep looking at pornography, don't LUST." Or: "If you continue drinking 
way too much, don't GET DRUNK."

They try every means to justify BEING ANGRY, but not yet, not quite, actually 
"SINNING." And just where is that fine line between being angry with a 
brother, but not yet sinning? There IS NO FINE LINE. 
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The only translation that seems to make sense out of this verse is the following: 

"ARE you indignant, and NOT SINNING?" (Concordant Literal New 
Testament).

Now that translation makes sense and is Scriptural. It needs to be stated as a 
question. 

"Indignation, anger, and wrath" are almost synonymous, and are often used 
interchangeably by many translations. 

And so the question is, "Can one be angry, wrathful, or indignant toward a 
brother without actually sinning?" The answer is NO. Notice how this verse 
continues: 

"Are you indignant, and not sinning? Do not let the sun be sinking 
on your vexation [wrath], NOR [ah, yes, let's not neglect this final part...] 
...nor yet be giving place to the Adversary [devil]" (Eph. 4:26-27). 

Jesus himself showed anger toward the hypocrites, but not toward His brothers. 
"...whosoever is angry with his BROTHER." Jesus got angry, "And when He 
[Jesus] had looked round about on them with anger, being grieved for the 
hardness of their hearts" (Mark 3:5). Remember that Jesus, "the LAMB of 
God" will return to this earth in WRATH (Rev. 6:16), but... ...BUT, "God has not
appointed US [His Elect, brothers] to wrath" (1st Thessalonians 5:9).

Jesus is NOT angry with His brothers. Neither can we be angry with our 
brothers. But just who are Jesus' brothers and our brothers? Answer: 

"For whosoever shall do the will of God, the same is My brother, and 
My sister, and mother" (Mark 3:35). 

Being angry with a true brother or sister who is doing the will of God, is little 
different than being angry with God Himself. And if we do it, we will be in danger 
of the Judgment. Or as some render it, "the Judge or Judges." Jesus is our 
singular Judge, and we will be the multiple judges that "judge the world & 
angels" (1 Cor. 6:2-3), by these very same principles. 

Anger is a gift from God. You should appreciate it and thank Him for it. Now I 
have really probably got you confused! God has given you anger to enable you 
to deal with problems.

You see the chances are you are going to face the problem and you are going to 
say, "I don't feel like dealing with it now. Let's pretend it is not there and it will go 
away. We'll just ignore it and leave it. We'll pretend it doesn't exist. We'll play 
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ostrich and stick our head in the hole and it will disappear."

It doesn't go away though. It gets bigger until it hits you at the right spot, and 
when it hits you at the right spot it hits that powder keg that is in you and an 
explosion comes out of you called 'anger'. Now is the time to deal with the 
problem, and let me tell you, you are ready to deal with it right now. You don't 
wait another minute.

"I'm dealing with it now!"

You know what most of us do though? We don't deal with the problem, but we 
deal with the person who caused the problem. We leave the problem there and 
we punch him. That is a subject all by itself and I have covered it in hurts, anger 
and bitterness in part of the Way of Freedom.

God's leader is 'not self-willed 

“Not self-willed”: not self- pleasing, arrogant or looking after self- interest. Self-
will is the very worst problem in a minister. He is to seek God’s will in every 
matter of spiritual stewardship.

and does not demand his own way all the time [Gk: 'Self-pleasing, i.e. 
arrogant:--self-willed']. Seeing Potential in Others [Gk: 'Fond to good,
i.e. a promoter of virtue:--love of good men']."

“Lover of good men”: this references good things; promoter of virtue for all 
people. A minister—a Christian—loves all people.

He considers other people and he is a lover of good men. He is not in 
competition with them. He looks for the potential in people. He sees it and he 
loves it.

He says, "Oh boy, he's good!"

How many people have you heard saying that? How many people have you 
seen who are leaders and who will allow somebody in the congregation like a 
deacon the chance to stand up and preach?

He really gives quite a fiery message there and the pastor stands up and says,
"Brother Deacon that was wonderful. I wish I could preach like that."

When was the last time you heard that? Well if the pastor is a good leader you 
could hear that. If he is a true leader, that is what you are going to hear from his 
mouth. If he is an insecure leader though, you will find him saying, "Well Brother 
Deacon that was a good message, but you misquoted that Scripture there. And 
of course you know the Bible also says this. And let me just share another 
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Scripture with you that explains this a little bit better."

He puts the deacon down and makes him look bad and shows him how useless 
he is. He is a lover of good men who sees the potential in others. Colette has 
covered this subject in the qualities of a pastor.

“Not slanderers”: would never assassinate character or dispense false, 
malicious gossip. (Found under deacons, but obviously applicable to elders.)

“Faithful in all things”: reliable and trustworthy in all matters. (Under 
deacons’ wives, but would apply equally to elders’ wives.)

“The steward of God”: one who manages the people, property and finances 
that belong to God.

“Holding fast the faithful word as he has been taught”: stands for the 
truth in all circumstances, not just when in presence of those opposing it, but 
also in the face of injury, penalty or death. This was exemplified by true 
martyrs of past eras of God’s Church.

From Follower to Leader

I would like to end off now and discuss how to move from follower to leader. It is 
easy to be a follower.

"I know now what I should become as a leader. I am getting the picture very 
clearly. Now, please give it to me in three easy steps so I can go home and do it 
tonight."

How does it happen? How do I move from being a follower to one who takes the 
lead? A simple little statement that you have heard me mention probably many 
times is this, "Image is everything!" What image? The image that is built into 
you, of what you are and of who you are. If the image that is in you is not the 
image of a leader, then you will not be a leader, you will not act like a leader 
and you will get nobody to follow you. Until you can see yourself as a leader you 
are leading nobody!

Where do I see myself? The Scripture says, "Looking unto Jesus, the author 
and finisher of our faith." Do you want a picture of what a true leader looks 
like? Look to Jesus. Do you want to work out some of the qualities and find out a 
bit more so you can stand up and preach my message better next time? Go and 
read the gospels and make some notes. Go and do it. Go and read the life of 
Jesus and look at how He acted, how He spoke, how He behaved and how He 
handled situations and you will have a clear picture and image of what a leader 
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should be. He is our image.

Now here is the fun part. The Scripture says it is, 'Christ in you, the hope of 
glory.' Do you want to be glorified and lifted up? Do you want to stand up high 
and tall as a leader? The key is Christ in you the hope of glory. Also you are in 
Him, because you are part of His Body and you have been baptized into Christ, 
the Scripture says. He in you and you in Him means that the two of you have 
become one.

Then the Scripture says that we are to be 'conformed to the image of His 
likeness.' There it is. You are to be conformed, molded and made to the exact 
specifications of the image of Christ. That is why all of these qualities that Paul 
spoke about are spiritual qualities. They are qualities that will make you Christ-
like. That is where the image lies. You become that kind of leader on the inside 
first. Jesus in you and leading forth out of you by His Spirit, will make you into 
that kind of leader.

Now to do that you are going to have to let Jesus be Lord. Jesus has to be Lord. 
He has to be the true head. People will follow Jesus. He had to sometimes 
shake them off and tell them to go away! They flocked after Him. They mobbed 
Him. They still follow Jesus today when they see Him standing behind a pulpit to 
preach. They still follow Jesus today when they see Him shining out of you. How 
will that happen? Jesus must be Lord in your life and live His life fully in and 
through you. Then Jesus is the leader and people will see it and they will 
recognize it and follow it. 

Jesus is Your Image

So here is the simple step. Recognize that Jesus is in you. Recognize the image 
that you are to represent Christ to this world. When you walk down the street, 
imagine that you were Jesus and start acting just like Him. You know, it will go 
beyond the imagination because if you learn to hear His voice you will be 
walking along down the street and you will meet a person.

You say, "Okay, how do I behave? What do I say? What do I do?" You just speak 
to Jesus and say, "Lord, what are we going to do here? What do you have in 
mind? What do you plan? What do you intend to do in this person's life?"

Jesus tells you, "I love that person and I want to minister to them. They have 
a need and I want you to minister to that need."

You can then reach out to that person. You look at them with a heart of love and 
compassion. You look at them through the eyes of Jesus and your whole 
orientation is, "I'm going to minister to you." 
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Characteristics of a Follower

Do you know what the follower does? The follower meets the person and says, "I 
wonder if my tie is straight. Have I got it right? Is my hair okay? What will this 
person think about me? Am I doing it right? I wonder if they will like me. I wonder 
if they will reject me. I wonder if they'd even want to talk to me."

There are those words me, me, me - can you see the difference? A leader is not 
self-preoccupied. A leader doesn't think about 'me'. A leader does not think 
about what I am going to get out of this deal. He doesn't think about what he is 
going to lose in this deal. The leader looks outwardly as Christ and says, "There 
is a person I am going to minister to. There is a person I'm going to bless. There 
is a person that I am going to be Jesus to."

It is simple really isn't it? It is really not difficult at all. I told the people at the 
Conference, as you go out from this place and go back to the Hotel and you walk 
through the front doors, Jesus is going to walk in. You pass somebody down the 
passageway and Jesus just walked by. Can you see it? Can you feel it? Can you 
be it? Of course you can. Keep that in your heart and your mind all the time. Let 
that image be burned into you, that when the temptation is there to feel insecure 
and afraid, weak and frail and incapable you say to yourself, "Was Jesus afraid, 
incapable and timid?"

You will hear Him pipe up on the inside and He will say, "Let's go get 'em!"

He might do the opposite and say, "We are going to be humble now and submit 
and let them jump all over us."

It doesn't matter. They crucified Him on the cross and He hung there and said, 
"Father forgive them. They don't know what they do." And even those very 
words He spoke were spoken as a leader! They mocked Him and the thief 
mocked Him on the cross. The other one though said, "Lord, remember me."

Jesus turned to him and said, "Today you are going to be with me in 
Paradise."

He was hanging there on the cross in pain, but He was still a leader and still in 
control. He never lost control. Let Him be in control of your life and then you will 
be in control of your life and you will find that you will automatically be in control 
of others.

Seeing Yourself As Jesus

When you see yourself as a leader and when you see yourself as the kind of 
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leader that Jesus was and is, other people will see it too. See yourself dressed 
in Jesus' clothes. Can you do that? Think of some of the scenes that Jesus was 
in, in His life, and see yourself there. Can you see yourself at the age of twelve 
standing there in the Temple speaking to these great big doctors and lawyers 
with all their wisdom and knowledge? Not afraid, not insecure, asking them 
intelligent questions and discussing things with them.

Can you see that? Can you see Jesus with His disciples, being bold enough to 
tell them what they must do, to send them forth, to commission them. Can you 
see it? Can you see yourself speaking to somebody else and ministering to 
them? Telling them that they need Jesus in their lives.

Can you see yourself praying with somebody and talking to that sickness and 
disease that is in them and saying, "You're going?" To speak to a person's need 
and minister to it in compassion, when you know that you are suffering yourself 
and you are feeling down. Your own heart is breaking but you put that aside and 
be Jesus to them. Can you see it? I want you to see it. I want to let it saturate 
you and fill you and get that image on the inside.

"Build it Holy Spirit, in each one now. Build that strong image on the inside. Make 
them into the leaders that you intended them to be, that they may rise up and 
lead your church and make it the glorious church that you intended it to be. 
Thank you Jesus."

I can see an Army of Gladiators now, an Army where every soldier is a leader. 
That is God's kind of Army. I see a bunch of David's, men and women after 
God's own heart rising up and leading the church of God! Hallelujah. No more 
groveling to this world. No more submitting yourself to Pharaoh for the sake of 
convenience. It is not acceptable. No more crying out for a king, but rising up 
and becoming that king yourself. No more crying out for somebody that you can 
follow and get from, but rising up to be the one who will lead and give out.

I can see it. Satan can see it too, and he is starting to shake a bit. He is starting 
to tremble in his boots.

He is saying, "Oh no, they've seen it! Oh dear, I can't fool them anymore. They 
know the truth now. Now there is no stopping them. Now they are going to go 
and turn the world upside down again. Now it begins."

Hallelujah, thank you Jesus. Rise up! Stand tall! Be what you are!

Chapter 14 The Deacons & Deaconess (Bonus Chapter)

Men and Women Servants
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In the past, virtually every congregation of any size that had been established for 
very long had one or more deacons. A smaller number had deaconesses. 
These offices were eventually common to every congregation and pastorate 
around the world. No pastorate was complete, and no congregation of any size 
could function very effectively, without several. 

Deacons and deaconesses are people who have been ordained to physical
service in the Church. Obviously, a deaconess is a woman holding an office 
serving among women similar to a deacon among men (and women). We will 
see more of what this means momentarily. 

If anyone knew how the Lord Jesus wanted the local assemblies of His body 
structured, it was Paul, the skilled architect (1 Corinthians 3:10). This man knew 
how to lay out the plans for a local assembly and raise it up in accord with those 
plans. Yet nowhere in the New Testament do we read of Paul assigning the 
ongoing pastoral leadership of an assembly to just one person.

In the salutation of his letter to the Philippians, Paul wrote, 

“To all the saints in Christ Jesus who are in Philippi, with the 
bishops [elders] and deacons” (v.1.1). 

He did not mention a pastor, a bishop, or any other single leader of that local 
assembly. What he did mention was two groups: the bishops and deacons. The 
"elders" of the New Testament church were the "pastors", "bishops or 
overseers", "leaders" and "rulers" of the flock. Everywhere in the New 
Testament bishop and presbyter are titles given to one and the same officer of 
the Christian church. He who is called presbyter or elder on account of his age 
or gravity (honesty) is also called bishop or overseer with reference to the duty 
that lay upon him. The offices of Preaching Elder (a person not in the office of 
an evangelist but operating in the ministry as an evangelist on a local level) 
and Local Elder (bishop/pastor) were distinctly different, with one being able to 
pastor and the other not—one more a evangelist and pastor, the other non-
preaching, but able to speak, meaning that he might give sermonettes. (He could 
go longer on occasion or in an emergency, but a few elders never spoke.) But 
some Elders hold higher office of authority than others. Actually, Apostles are 
also elders, and the assistant pastors, or even non preaching teachers and 
leaders in local churches are elders. The Apostle John called himself an Elder. 
The Apostle Peter called himself an Elder. In other words, all ministers of 
Christ, no matter how high or low the office of authority, are Elders. All Apostles 
are Elders, but all Elders are not Apostles! The NIV translates Paul’s 
salutation: 

“To all the saints in Christ Jesus at Philippi, together with the 
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overseers and deacons.”

First, here is a single, brief quote from the early days that defines this office. 

The words “bishops” (episkopoi) and “deacons” (diakonoi) are both plural.
There was one church in Philippi but more than one bishop and more than one 
deacon. The Bible does not tell us how many there were; only that there were 
more than one. Notice also that the bishops and deacons are described as 
being “with” the saints. According to Strong’s Dictionary, the Greek word 
denotes union, togetherness, companionship, and resemblance (sun, 4862). 
The indication is that among the local body of believers (“all the saints”), there 
were some who were functioning as bishops (elder-overseers) and some who 
were functioning as deacons.

Under the New Testament form of church structure, there is one body with no 
divisions (1 Corinthians 1:10-13). This includes no division between a so-called 
clergy and laity. This does not mean there are no distinctions. But the 
distinctions are based entirely on function, not position or stature. As Paul wrote, 

“For as we have many members in one body, but all the members do 
not have the same function” (Romans 12;4). 

Nevertheless, in the body of Christ no one is positionally over anyone else. We 
are all brothers under one Master; we are all “one in Christ Jesus” (Matthew 
23:8-19, Galatians 3:28).

The distinction of function means that there are some who are appointed to 
oversee (but not lord over) the assembly and others who are appointed to 
provide a wide range of service to the assembly. These are the elder-overseers
and the deacons. But while these men are expected to discharge their duties 
with courage, strength, and diligence, in the end there is only one who is to be 
recognized and yielded to as the Head of the assembly, and that is Jesus 
Christ—“that in all things He may have the preeminence” (Colossians 1:18).

Paul wrote to the Corinthians that beside the spiritual administration, there was 
also a physical administration made up of helps or helpers, usually referred to 
in Scripture as deacons. They were physical or material helpers, who waited on 
tables, handled distribution, were treasures, did janitor work and many other 
physical duties. 

Actually the Greek word for "serve" means "to be an attendant, i.e. wait upon 
(menially or as a host, friend or [figurative] teacher); techn. to act as a Christian 
deacon:—(ad-) minister (unto), serve, use the office of a deacon."

And  "tables" means 'A table or stool (as being four-legged), usually for food 
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(figuratively a meal); also a counter for money (figuratively a broker's office for 
loans at interest):--bank, meat, table."  

What was outlined here is simply physical labor. Often, a deacon or deaconess 
was a person who could be described as “in charge of sweat and hard work.” 
Many who served in this office were some of the truest servants anywhere in the 
Church. These were to be “roll up your sleeves and dig in” kind of people, and 
that is what most were—although this waned later. 

In fact, some of the greatest servants I have ever known were deacons or 
deaconesses. Some that I can think of were almost hero-or heroine-like in the 
way they stood up, came forward and “saved the day” through long hours of 
faithful service, and with many it was time and again. And there were occasions 
when this was almost forced upon them without notice because of an 
unexpected need, and sometimes genuine emergency. These were people the 
pastor could count on “rain or shine,” and who usually served without complaint. 
I often think of the extraordinary reward that certain deacons and deaconesses 
that I have known have established for themselves (Matt. 10:42)—if they survive
(d) the apostasy and let “no man take [their] crown” (Rev. 3:11). Of course, and 
obviously, more than a few did not take their office seriously. 

I have been privileged to train, ordain and teach many, many deacons, and any 
number of deaconesses. This involved conducting scores of what most pastors 
referred to as Deacon and Elder Meetings. I have learned that these servants 
come with all kinds of backgrounds, experiences and personalities. No two were 
alike, except in one all-important way—they were servants of their fellow 
brethren!

How the Office Began 

The biggest key to understanding the duties of a deacon or deaconess is found 
in the first chapter in the Bible where this office is mentioned—Acts 6. This short 
chapter could easily be called “the deacon chapter” because the first eight 
verses introduce the office, and the last seven verses describe the powerful 
message for which the newly-ordained deacon Stephen lost his life. 

Verse 1 describes a rapidly-multiplying, young New Testament Church, stating, 
“And in those days, when the number of the disciples was multiplied…”
The account continues with the twelve apostles having difficulty staying abreast 
of the “daily ministration” of the “widows” who were part of two different 
bands of local converts. With too much of their time taken, the apostles were 
not able to keep up with their greater spiritual responsibilities. So dissension 
arose. Here was their difficulty: “Then the twelve called the multitude of the 
disciples unto them, and said, It is not reason that we should leave the 
word of God, and serve tables” (vs. 2).  
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Support Functions

“Helps,” “Governments,” “Diversities,” “Administrations” and 
“Operations”  

It is possible to go further than the offices listed in Ephesians 4:11, through a 
careful look at 1st Corinthians 12:27-28. This passage includes other often-
overlooked functions within God’s government. Notice verse 28: 

“And God has set some in the church, first apostles, secondarily 
prophets, thirdly teachers, after that miracles [usually by the 
evangelists], then gifts of healings [also done by evangelists], helps
[deacons], governments [elder/overseer/bishops (pastors/shepherds)]]
...”  

What are “helps”?—“governments”?—“diversities”? What do these terms 
reference? How do these function within the Church, and under the direction and 
leadership of God’s ministry? To better understand their purpose, we must 
examine the definitions of the Greek words from which they derive:  

“Helps” is translated from antilepsis. Its primary meaning is simply “relief or 
help.”  

The Thayer Greek-English Lexicon notes that the plural usage of “helps” in 1st 
Corinthians 12:28 relates to “the ministrations of the deacons, who have care of 
the poor and the sick.” Of course, the Church has long understood that “helps”
indicates the service of deacons and deaconesses, and this was referenced in 
a quote within this chapter.  

Further, antilepsis derives from a root word meaning “to participate: help, 
partaker, support,” and “to take hold of in turn, i.e. succor,” as in to grip the 
opposite side—literally, “opposite grippers.” This is analogous to someone 
moving a heavy table, and requiring that someone else grip the other end. A 
“help” is literally just that—someone who aids others in areas that need 
assistance. And we have seen that the service of a “help”—a deacon—can 
range from serving tables to assisting in the Commission of Christ.  

“Governments” is translated from kubernesis, and means “pilotage, i.e. 
(figurative) directorship (in the church).” Thayer notes that its use in 1st 
Corinthians 12 points to a figurative rendering such as “wise counsels.” It is easy 
to see a host of different administrative positions in a Church and God's work at 
large would require a variety of different levels of administrators—directorships 
with the elders.  
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“Diversities” is also used in verse 28, and comes from genos, which derives 
from a root word that means “kin.” Genos primarily means “born, countryman, 
diversity, generation, kindred, nation, offspring, stock.” Thayer defines this word 
as “the aggregate [collection] of many individuals of the same nature, kind, sort, 
species.” And surely a blind man can see that this spiritual gift was a gift of 
"GENOS LANGUAGES"—The real, working, every day languages dealing with 
genos which is translated throughout the New Testament as: "where one was 
born, offspring, kindred, country, stock, countrymen, nation, and 
generation." Which languages would also have to include different dialects and 
regional jargons. An impossible task for any human, but no problem for the Spirit 
of God.  

Now that we have examined the definitions of “helps,” “governments” and
“diversities,” let’s reread 1st Corinthians 12:28, but this time replacing them 
with their expanded meanings:  

“And God has set some in the church, first apostles, secondarily 
prophets, thirdly teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings, 
the caring for the brethren in need, the giving of wise counsel and 
direction, all in a variety of different languages—along with the 
miraculous gifts to communicate this freely.”

When tied to verse 28, verses 4-6 convey even deeper meaning. In fact, the 
reader comes to this before addressing the offices and roles of verse 28: 

“Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. And there are 
differences of administrations, but the same Lord. And there are 
diversities of operations, but it is the same God which works all in 
all.”

“Diversities” is in this case different from the Greek word rendered the same in 
verse 28. This time it is translated from diairesis, defined as “a distinction or 
variety; difference, diversity.” Thayer adds “in particular a distinction arising from 
a different distribution to different persons.”

Also, diairesis comes from the diaireo, which means “to separate or divide.” It 
could be said that a person’s diary divides important events that take place on 
the separate days of that person’s life.

“Administrations” is diakonia in the Greek. In defining it, Strong’s references 
diakonos, which we saw means “the service of an attendant or waiter”—one 
who carries out menial labor, as performed by deacons or deaconesses.

But diakonia is a little different in that it is defined as “an aid, (official) service of 
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the Christian teacher.” This is very interesting because it pertains to minister, 
ministering, ministry, office, relief, the carrying out of service—apparently 
defining service in a more official capacity.

“Administrations” also provides a biblical basis for those in training for the 
ministry, which the Church has generally called “ministerial assistants” (or 
trainees). Those qualifying for this training usually begin by assisting as an 
attendant, with initial focus on menial services while being tutored for future 
responsibilities. As the candidate grows, the nature of the tasks escalates with 
time, and he becomes better prepared to fulfill assignments that are more 
sensitive.

Of course, at some point, a ministerial assistant would go on to ministerial 
ordination, with his final rank or office determined by how Christ ultimately plans 
to use him. In other words, his ministerial training would continue after ordination 
toward his final role within the government of the Church under Christ. However, 
again, the word could also be referencing partnership on an apostolic team.

“Operations” is translated from energema, and it means “an effect, operation 
or working.” The familiar English word “energy” obviously derives from it. 
Certainly, wherever God’s Spirit is at work within His government, there is very 
real supernatural energy—Christ’s lead, accompanied by miracles—that is 
powering the Church.

Now let’s reread verses 4-6, replacing “diversities,” “administrations” and 
“operations” with their expanded definitions: 

“Now there are distinctly differing gifts given to those who labor in 
the service of the Church, but all of the same Spirit. And there are 
different kinds of services within the ministry for the edifying of the 
brethren, but all this originates from the same Lord [Jesus]. And 
there are distinct aspects to accomplishing God’s Work, but it is the 
same God which works all in all.”

The God of order and design has left a marvelous blueprint of His government 
within His Word for those who are willing to see it. This extensive inset has put 
more “meat on the bones,” while at the same time revealing more of the inspiring 
hand of God in the design of the wonderful government He has put in place over 
His Church.

Qualities of Deacons

Acts 6:3

“Therefore, brethren, seek out from among you seven men of good 
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reputation, full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom....”

It would be a mistake to assume that because a man is a gifted server, he is 
automatically qualified to become a member of the deacon team. Acts 6 
demonstrates that certain service tasks require men who are not only capable, 
but also spiritual and of high moral character. Both gifts and godly character are 
required. The personal qualities of men being considered as deacons are 
detailed in 1st Timothy 3 where Paul listed the qualities of those who should be 
appointed as deacons. This list appears immediately following the list of 
qualities Timothy was to look for in those desiring to serve as overseers 
(elders, pastors). 

Paul’s underlying purpose for providing these lists was to protect God’s people 
from unqualified and unscrupulous men, of which there has never been a 
shortage.

As he warned the elders of Ephesus, 

“After my departure savage wolves will come in among you, not 
sparing the flock” (Acts 20:29). 

Some men hunger for positions of leadership simply to satisfy their own desire 
for power or prestige. Others are deceived about their character or abilities. In 
His wisdom and love, God has provided an objective list of qualities by which the 
subjective desires of men can be measured and evaluated.

1st Timothy 3:8-12

"Likewise deacons must be reverent, not double-tongued, not given to 
much wine, not greedy for money, holding the mystery of the faith with a 
pure conscience. But let these also first be tested; then let them serve 
as deacons, being found blameless. Likewise their wives must be 
reverent, not slanderers, temperate, faithful in all things. Let deacons be 
the husbands of one wife, ruling their children and their own houses 
well."

For Paul’s list of qualities to have significance, each assembly must understand 
what he meant by the words he used. As is often the case in the Bible, the 
definitions can be found within the context of their use. For example, the word
“reverent” could be defined as dignified, respectable, honorable, devout, or of 
godly character. But even these terms can mean different things to different 
people. Therefore, Paul helped us understand what he meant by the word
“reverent” when he explained what being reverent is not: it is not being double 
tongued, not given to much wine, and not greedy for money.
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Honesty: To be double-tongued means to be deceitful and dishonest. It means 
that your word cannot be trusted. You say you will do something and then never 
follow through. You say one thing to one person and something else to another. 
It means that no one really knows what you stand for. Such a man is too 
untrustworthy and unreliable to take on the serious responsibilities of a deacon. 
A man who is not double-tongued is said to be honest.

Temperance: To be given to much wine should not be limited to alcoholism, 
but must be expanded to include the abuse or misuse of any intoxicating 
substance such as drugs, including many legal drugs. A man who would do the 
work of a deacon must be unwilling to place himself under the influence of any 
mind-altering substance or become dependent on any destructive substance 
such as tobacco. His responsibilities require him to be clear-headed at all times. 
This quality could even be expanded to include overindulgence in food and 
entertainment, since over the course of time these can negatively affect a man’s 
thinking. A man who is not given to intoxication is said to be sober and 
temperate.

Contentment: To be greedy for money means to be excessively focused on 
the material things of life. It can include the lust for accumulating money, the lust 
for acquiring possessions, or the fear of not having enough money. The fear of 
becoming poor is just as destructive as the desire to be rich. Since deacons are 
frequently involved with the money and possessions of the assembly, they must 
be above reproach in financial matters. They must be good managers of their 
household finances, demonstrating care, good judgment, and generosity. 
According to 1st Timothy 6, a man who is not greedy for money is content. 

Faith and Conscience: A reverent man is therefore one who speaks directly 
and honestly, who is sober-minded and temperate in all things, showing sound 
judgment and good sense in all matters of life, and who is neither lustful nor 
miserly concerning money, but is both prudent and generous—a man who is 
content.

Paul helped us to further understand what he meant by “reverent” when he 
concluded that such a man holds “the mystery of the faith with a pure 
conscience.” In other words, he sincerely and consistently puts into practice 
what he believes—a man whose doctrine and life are in harmony. He is not a 
hypocrite—a person who professes to know God but in works denies him. But 
neither is he so “perfect” that he never errs or falls short. What makes him a 
reverent man is that when he does fail, he honestly admits it, repents, and keeps 
on going.

Domestic Life: We can also see from Paul’s list that being reverent has a lot to 
do with a man’s domestic life. How he relates to his wife and children tells a lot 
about how he will relate to the people of the assembly. To be “the husband of 
one wife” means literally a “one-woman man.” In other words, if he is married, a 
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man must be a loyal and faithful husband: a strong, caring, supportive head of 
his wife. If he has children, he must be a strong, caring, involved father. He must 
not dump the entire parenting task on his wife, but must be actively involved in 
raising up his children in the “training and admonition of the Lord” 
(Ephesians 6:4).

The idea here is that a man who leads well and cares for his wife and children 
will have a home that exemplifies God’s design for love, order, and purpose in 
the church. It can then be presumed that such a man will understand the need 
for kind, conscientious, and purposeful service in the local assembly.

Since a deacon’s wife will work closely with her husband and may be involved 
in many of the deacon team’s service projects, Paul also provided a brief 
criterion for wives. Like their husbands, they must be “reverent, not slanderers, 
temperate, faithful in all things” (1st Timothy 3:11). Can a wife’s poor 
character disqualify her husband from serving on the deacon team? Absolutely.

Paul’s list of personal qualities should not be considered exhaustive, but rather 
descriptive of the general qualities necessary for a man to serve effectively as a 
deacon. For instance, stealing is not specifically mentioned; yet such behavior 
is obviously inconsistent with the character qualities of a deacon. Similarly, if a 
man is not married or has no children, he must nevertheless demonstrate the 
character traits consistent with being a one-woman man and a strong, caring 
father. If he is single, he must be a good manager of his home—his life and 
conduct demonstrating a clear commitment to God’s will for the home and family.

In the end, Paul’s list of qualities are designed to reveal who in the assembly is 
“of good reputation, full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom” (Acts 6:3). These 
are the men who should be doing the work of deacons.

It should be noted that conspicuously absent from Paul’s list of qualities is any 
requirement that a deacon have any kind of speaking ability. Though some 
members of a deacon team may be capable speakers, the ability to preach or 
teach is not a requirement, only the willingness and ability to give high quality 
service.

Building a Ministry Center Staff 

Hiring staff was vital to God's ever-expanding work and Church. At one time, 
hundreds of people held positions in dozens of departments just at 
headquarters. A large Personnel Department was necessary in order to manage 
new hires, promotions and transfers.

As needs arose, announcements of specialized positions appeared. Applications 
were taken, recommendations were given, interviews occurred and hires took 
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place. In many congregations, excitement was real for those privileged to 
personally serve on an apostolic team.

Here are ten vital “staff” qualities that stood above all others:

1. Teachable. God’s people are disciples—students or pupils—and those 
who “knew it all” had no place at headquarters aka The Ministry Centers. 

2. Loyalty. Prospective hires had to have a complete grasp of God’s 
government if they were to be employed within it. 

3. Doctrinal soundness. The worst place for false doctrine was at The 
Ministry Centers, where any discord would reduce production. 

4. Selfless zeal. Those hired had to be tireless in their dedication to the all-
important work of God. 

5. Diligence. Doing things correctly and on time was vital to the integration of 
many departments working toward the same goals. 

6. Skills. Training and “skill set” were of immense importance. Employees 
were encouraged to continually add to their base. 

7. Experience. Few things compare to experience. Novices can easily step 
into pitfalls and snares others would see in advance. 

8. Thick skin. The sometimes “pressure cooker” work environment simply 
did not suit sensitive people. They could not survive. 

9. Self-management. This includes money, mouths, marriages, minds, 
moods, emotions, health and children, among others. 

10. Balance. Most in this age have come to lack even natural balance. Those 
at the Ministry Centers were taught not to drift into quirky, misguided, 
wrong-headed values and thinking. 

Sadly, many—in fact, most—lost sight of these attributes in the past. But others 
have been able to retain or return to them. In today’s fast-growing work of God, 
these are still vital qualities.

We constantly scan the horizon for those who reflect them!

This introduces the problem—and the purpose for which the office was created. 
Somebody needed to serve tables. That is about as physical as it gets, and it 
defined the most basic parameters for which the first seven deacons were 
selected.

In verse 3, the apostles instructed, 

“Wherefore, brethren, look you out among you seven men of honest 
report, full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom, whom we may appoint 
[Greek: ordain] over this business.” 

This kind of physical service—the types of things that would be compared to 
waiting on tables—was then differentiated in verse 4 from the service of the 
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ministry, what those holding spiritual offices (in this case the apostles) were to 
do: 

“But we will give ourselves continually to prayer, and to the ministry 
of the word.”

Revisionists have tried to say that the people’s involvement in the selection of 
deacons is evidence that the brethren or ministry should participate in the 
selection of leaders in the Church. This thinking is at best woefully ignorant and 
at worse deliberately dishonest. Closer reading reveals no such thing. Verse 6
reveals that the apostles prayed, and the apostles laid hands on the seven 
ordained after the apostles had defined the parameters of the search for 
candidates. Every still-honest minister stuck in Babylon today remembers how 
the Church always understood this account, and that it meant local pastors 
could ask for opinions from various brethren—and certainly other deacons—
about particular people being considered for deacon or deaconess. I almost 
always did this, but made sure to do it very discreetly, and to only consult with 
the most spiritually strong and stable brethren—those who would best know—as 
well as who might be serving under a particular “candidate.”

To say, as does the many false teachers, that the Acts 6 account authorizes 
voting in the Church, and for ministers, is patently dishonest, and the discerning 
person will see this. It is about as honest as saying that the biblical casting of 
lots in Acts 1:22-26 (the many false preachers also cites this passage for support 
of voting), which yielded Matthias as the one to replace Judas among the twelve, 
is voting—or bal-loting.

Before leaving Acts 6, it is worth noting that Stephen, “only” a deacon who rose 
up to be an evangelist, “full of faith and power [Gk. dunamis], did great 
wonders [Gk. teras] and miracles [Gk. seimion] among the people.” Later we 
will learn that Stephen’s ability to do these things derived directly from 
apostolic authority present in the Church. However, I mention this because 
every deacon should recognize that when properly fulfilling his office he is more 
than “just that of a deacon” or that he is more than “only a deacon.” Recall that 
Acts 8 describes what the deacon Philip (who also rose up to become an 
evangelist) did in Gentile Samaria (vs. 5-6, 13) and also describes the 
“miracles and signs” he did there.

The three Greek words above were included to prepare you for their re-
introduction near the end of the book in regard to apostolic power and the signs 
of it. The reader is put on notice.

Other Qualifications

176



In one other series of verses, the apostle Paul formally lists what are often 
referred to as the “qualifications of a deacon.” Not as long as those of an 
elder, they still reflect a deeply converted person of exemplary conduct in the 
congregation. These are found in 1st Timothy 3:8-13:

“Likewise must the deacons be grave, not double tongued, not given 
to much wine, not greedy of filthy lucre; holding the mystery of the 
faith in a pure conscience. And let these also first be proved; then let 
them use the office of a deacon, being found blameless. Even so 
must their wives be grave, not slanderers, sober, faithful in all things. 
Let the deacons be the husbands of one wife, ruling their children 
and their own houses well. For they that have used the office of a 
deacon well purchase to themselves a good degree, and great 
boldness in the faith which is in Christ Jesus.”

Both references to “using the office of a deacon” derive from the Greek word 
diakoneo, which means “to be an attendant, that is, wait upon (menially or as a 
host…) administer (unto), serve, use the office of a deacon…” When the 
meaning of diakonos, derived from diakoneo, is included, meaning “a waiter (at 
table or in other menial duties); (technically a deacon or deaconess)…servant,” 
the picture is clear. Deacons were servants in menial, physical matters.

There is a great deal more to consider in this list of qualifications than meets the 
eye. Every pastor must carefully evaluate any who are being considered for this 
office in the full light of these verses and of Acts 6. The office of deacon, as with 
any other office of God, must never be given because one is a “favorite,” or is 
good at flattery, or has been a “friend,” or has been “particularly loyal”—or as 
happened many times in the past, was one of the “beautiful people,” usually 
synonymous with materially successful. Nor can it be a “golfing buddy,” or worse, 
as also happened more than once, a “drinking buddy.”

Do not lose sight of the fact that God is the one who “sets the bar”—the spiritual 
standard!—for this and every other New Testament office. There can be no room 
for politics, nepotism, favoritism or cronyism—or for just rewarding “senior” 
people—when it comes to this or any other office of God!

God’s standards must always prevail from the highest to the lowest office.

Most Also Leaders

Without exception, deacons (and deaconesses) had to exhibit at least a 
minimal level of leadership. Of course, some served more naturally as 
assistants, often to local church elders, but as often directly to the pastor. Some 
were very effective leaders, however, and their office often amounted to a 
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training period for higher service in a spiritual office. For instance, this was the 
case with Philip, referenced earlier, who was serving as a deacon in Acts 8, but 
also performing baptisms. This deacon went on to become an evangelist (Acts 
21:8).

To be a leader—one with authority over and responsibility for others—one must 
first demonstrate that he can be led—that he can be a good follower, one who is 
faithful under authority. He must be able to bring the voice of experience in 
teaching others to follow. Since there are some who are leaders in a local 
congregation but not ordained, a deacon could, in a sense, sometimes be 
thought of as a “second-level leader.” In other words, while not all deacons in 
the past led “crews,” or teams, that had their own leaders, many or perhaps most 
did. This is often what became necessary in larger congregations where 
responsibilities usually took on greater size—more brethren to organize. For 
instance, a tiny congregation might have one or two ushers, but a much larger 
congregation, 500-600 people, might have 10, 12 or more.

A deacon might find himself supervising considerably more than this. In the 
early years of the Church, some men were even formally appointed to be “head 
deacons.” While this idea was eventually dropped for problems it presented, 
supervising larger numbers of people requires real leadership. This can mean 
the need for effective communication, the assessment of men’s strengths, 
effective planning, budgeting and the juggling of schedules. It can also mean 
teaching others to deal with various kinds of attitudes and different situations 
that can arise. And all of this can be connected just to leading a crew of ushers. 
It also meant keeping the pastor or an elder regularly informed as needed.

Of course, there are those leaders who “drop the ball” and, in so doing—if this 
becomes a pattern—demonstrate that they are not leaders. I have seen 
deacons who were entrusted with important responsibility let down other 
brethren because they did not: get to the hall early enough to open up, send in 
the offering on time, properly research the location for a social, be sure that 
rides have been provided for certain people, set up the sound system or the 
stage, bring important items to services, and a host of other things. Sometimes 
the entire congregation has been injured because of negligence. Men (and 
women) servants “full of the Holy Spirit” evidence trustworthiness, dedication, 
zeal, attention to detail and selflessness, among other qualities.

Proved First

All of this describes the greatest reason men must be carefully evaluated before
ordination—“let these also first be proved; then let them use the office of a 
deacon, being found blameless.”

Although rare, deacons—and, of course, those in higher offices—can disqualify
themselves from further service. Deacons and deaconesses should be careful 
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to insure that they do not slip outside the qualifications to hold office. As 
examples to the congregation, they must “be found blameless,” and this before 
God and man (the brethren).

Despite the fact that many deacons were leaders, and some grew so that they 
were able to go on to higher spiritual office, it must be stressed once more that 
this office did not carry spiritual authority. There are several ways we know this:

1. Ephesians 4:11-16 lists the offices of the ministry and their overall 
purpose, meaning those offices that Christ appoints “for the perfecting 
of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the Body 
of Christ” (vs. 12). While the other offices in the Church are included 
here, the office of deacon is left out. This is because it is not directly
involved in the three phrases within verse 12. 

2. The office of deacon and deaconess were, in a sense, paralleling 
counterparts. In fact, some husbands and wives appear in Scripture to 
have been ordained to these offices as a couple (Aquila and Priscilla, and 
possibly Philologus and Julia). 

3. Church Pastors were permitted by the Ministry Centers, meaning the 
apostles had instructed this, to ordain deacons (and deaconesses) on 
their own authority of their own judgment. Of course, they were to be 
careful with this in every sense, and to notify the Ministry Centers 
afterward. Here is why this is significant. All other ordinations—those 
placing men into spiritual office—were approved at a different level and 
by a very different process, including filling out a detailed 
“Recommendation Form.” This will be addressed in a later chapter. 

All of this said, do not forget Stephen and Philip, and recognize that all pastors 
were given the authority to work with certain men in ways that had overtones of 
spiritual leadership. This was understood and permitted because those men 
were in training for possible higher office. An example would be that some 
deacons were selected to give sermonettes and split-sermons, and on more 
rare occasion, sermons (always with the pastor present because he/she was 
training on--the-job). They also could be used—and occasionally were—to lead 
visits in which certain very minimal spiritual counsel and encouragement might 
be given. (We will see that Paul was a “teacher” even before any ordination.)

A point should be brought out before closing. Deacons and deaconesses do not 
retire from service—ever. They can slow down or become disabled, but 
retirement never enters the picture.

Operations of the Deacon Team

This section is presented to describe how deacons are selected and 
appointed and to provide practical guidelines for the operation of a biblical 
deacon team.
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“For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve 
[Gk: diakoneo, 'To be an attendant, i.e. wait upon (menially or as a host, 
friend or {figuratively} teacher); technically to act as a Christian deacon:--
minister (unto), administer, serve, use the office of a deacon'], and to 
give His life a ransom for many.” (Mark 10:45).

JESUS CHRIST IS THE MODEL OF THE NEW TESTAMENT DEACON. His 
mission in life was not to take from others but to give. It was not to be served but 
to serve. No one forced Him to take on the role of a servant; He did it because of 
His love for man. And in John 13:15, after having washed the feet of His 
disciples, He said, 

“For I have given you an example, that you should do as I have done 
to you.”

Every born again believer is called to be a servant of the Lord, but those who are 
appointed to provide on-going service within an organized framework are called 
deacons.

The Origin and Purpose of Deacons

The origin of deacons as a distinct function in a local assembly is found in Acts 
6:1-6. In this passage, seven men from the church at Jerusalem were appointed 
by the apostles to ensure the equitable treatment of the widows in the church. 
The work of these men is referred to twice as “serving” (diakonia). 

Acts 6:1-7 says,

"And in those days, when the number of the disciples [Gk: 'A learner,
i.e. pupil:--to learn (in any way), learner, understand, disciple'] was 
multiplied [Gk: 'to increase (transitive or intransitive):—abound'], there 
arose a murmuring [complaint] of the Grecians [Gk: 'A Hellenist or 
Greek-speaking Jew:--Grecian'] against the Hebrews [Gk: 'A Hebraean
(i.e. Hebrew) or Jew:--Hebrew'], because their widows were neglected 
[Gk: 'To overlook or disregard:--neglect'] in the daily [EVERY DAY]
ministration [Gk: diakonia, 'Attendance (as a servant, etc.); figuratively 
(eleemosynary) aid, (official) service (especially of the Christian teacher, 
or technically of the diaconate):--minister, administer, ministering, 
ministration, administration, ministry, office, relief, service, servicing']. 
Then the twelve called the multitude of the disciples unto them, and 
said, It is not reason [Gk: 'Agreeable; implication fit:--(things that) 
please, pleasing, reason'] that we should leave [Gk: 'To leave down, i.e. 
behind; implication to abandon, have remaining:--forsake, leave'] the 
Word [Gk: 'the Divine Expression (i.e. Christ)'] of God [Jesus is the Word 
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of God--John 1:1-3, 14 & Rev. 19:13], and serve [Gk: diakoneo, 'To be 
an attendant, i.e. wait upon (menially or as a host, friend or {figuratively} 
teacher); technically to act as a Christian deacon:--minister (unto), 
administer, serve, use the office of a deacon'] tables [Gk: 'A table or stool
(as being four-legged), usually for food (figuratively a meal); also a 
counter for money (figuratively a broker's office for loans at interest):--
bank, meat, table']. Wherefore, brethren [brothers and sisters in Christ, 
look ye [all of you] out [Gk: 'To inspect, i.e. (implication) to select; by 
extension to go to see, relieve:--look out, visit'] among you seven men of 
honest report [Gk: 'To be a witness, i.e. testify (literally or figuratively):--
charge, give (evidence), bear record, have (obtain, of) good (honest) 
report, be well reported of, testify, give (have) testimony, (be, bear, give, 
obtain) witness'], full [Gk: 'Replete, or covered over; by analogy 
complete:--to "fill" (literally or figuratively) (imbue, influence, supply); full']
of the Holy Ghost [Spirit] and wisdom [Gk: 'Wisdom (higher, spiritual)'], 
whom we may appoint [Gk: 'To place down (permanently), i.e. 
(figuratively) to designate, constitute, convoy:--appoint, be, conduct, 
make, ordain, set'] over this business [Gk: 'Employment, i.e. an affair; 
also (implication) occasion, demand, requirement or destitution:--
business, lack, necessary, necessity, need, needful, use, want. to handle).
To furnish what is needed; (give an oracle, "graze" {touch SLIGHTLY}, 
light upon, etc.), i.e. (implication) to employ or (by extension) to act 
towards one in a given manner:--entreat, use']. But we will give 
ourselves continually [Gk: 'To be earnest towards, i.e. (to a thing) to 
persevere, be constantly diligent, or (in a place) to attend assiduously all 
the exercises, or (to a person) to adhere closely to (as a servitor):--attend 
(give self) continually (upon), continue (in, instant in, with), wait on 
(continually)'] to prayer [Gk: 'Prayer (worship); implication an oratory 
(chapel):--× pray earnestly, prayer. To pray to God, i.e. supplicate, 
worship:--pray (× earnestly, for), make prayer'], and to the ministry [Gk: 
diakonia, 'Attendance (as a servant, etc.); figuratively (eleemosynary) 
aid, (official) service (especially of the Christian teacher, or technically of 
the diaconate):--minister, administer, ministering, ministration, 
administration, ministry, office, relief, service, servicing'] of the Word [Gk: 
'the Divine Expression (i.e. Christ).' Jesus is the Word of God--John 1:1-3, 
14 & Rev. 19:13]. And the saying pleased [Gk: '(through the idea of 
exciting emotion); to be agreeable (or by implication to seek to be so):—
please'] the whole multitude: and they chose [Gk: 'To select:--make 
choice, choose (out), chosen'] Stephen, a man full of faith and of the 
Holy Ghost, and Philip, and Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and 
Parmenas, and Nicolas [Gk: 'a heretic'] a proselyte [Gk: 'An arriver from 
a foreign region, i.e. (specifically) one who accedes {agrees, assents, 
consents, complies, grants, allows, comes to} (a convert) to Judaism 
("proselyte"):--proselyte'] of Antioch: whom they set before the 
apostles [Gk: 'A delegate; specifically an ambassador of the Gospel; 
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officially a commissioner of Christ {"apostle"} (with miraculous powers):--
apostle, messenger, he that is sent']: and when they had prayed [Gk: 'To 
pray to God, i.e. supplicate, worship:--pray (× earnestly, for), make 
prayer'], they laid their hands [Gk: 'power'] on them. And the Word [Gk: 
'the Divine Expression (i.e. Christ)'] of God [Jesus is the Word of God--
John 1:1-3, 14 & Rev. 19:13] increased [Gk: 'To grow ("wax"), i.e. enlarge
(literally or figuratively, active or passive):--grow (up), (give the) 
increase']; and the number of the disciples multiplied [Gk: 'to increase 
(transitive or intransitive):—abound'] in Jerusalem greatly [Gk: '(violent; 
of uncertain derivation) as adverb. Vehemently, i.e. in a high degree, 
much:--exceeding, exceedingly, greatly, sore, very']; and a great 
company of the [Old Covenant] priests were obedient [Gk: 'To hear 
under (as a subordinate), i.e. to listen attentively; implication to heed or 
conform to a command or authority:--hearken, be obedient to, obey'] to 
the faith [Gk: 'persuasion, i.e. credence; moral conviction (of religious 
{SPIRITUAL} truth, or the truthfulness of God or a religious {SPIRITUAL} 
teacher), especially reliance upon Christ for salvation; abstract constancy 
in such profession; by extensive the system of religious (Gospel) truth 
itself:—assurance, belief, believe, faith']."

Rather than being distracted from their primary responsibilities of teaching the 
Word and prayer, the apostles appointed seven men to take care of the needy 
widows. Their service was different in character from that of the apostles, but 
was nevertheless an important spiritual work.

Though never specifically called deacons in this passage, the emphasis on their 
service can be viewed as a prototype of the role the deacons would fulfill as the 
young church became established throughout the world.

Several observations can be made from this passage:

1. The apostles (serving as the initial elders of the church at Jerusalem) 
recognized the need and went to the people for help.

2. The prospective deacons were nominated for appointment by the people 
using qualifications supplied by the apostles. After prayerful consideration, 
the apostles made the appointments.

3. Specific qualities were required in those being considered for appointment 
as deacons. They had to be “men of good reputation, full of the Holy 
Spirit and wisdom.” In other words, they had to be well thought of among 
the people, they had to be spiritual or Spirit-led men, and they had to be men 
of good sense and sound judgment.

4. Throughout the Bible, the number seven symbolically means fullness or 
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completion. We can therefore interpret the reference to “seven men” as 
indicating that the number of deacons needed in any local assembly should 
be whatever number is necessary to complete the work.

5. The deacons were appointed publicly by the overseers of the assembly 
through the laying on of hands.

By examining this passage carefully, we can uncover the underlying purpose of 
the 
service these men provided to the local assembly:

1. They worked to eliminate whatever might be hindering the elders 
from doing their primary work. They did this by taking over the daily 
distribution of food from the apostles. This freed them to devote more time to 
prayer and teaching the Word of God.

2. They worked to eliminate the underlying causes of disunity in the 
assembly. The inadequate job the apostles were doing in distributing food 
had resulted in discord and division within the local body, the Hellenists 
feeling neglected. The neglect was certainly not intentional, but was rather 
the result of the apostles having too much to do. By appointing deacons to 
take over this task, the quality of the work improved, no one felt neglected, 
and unity was restored.

The happy result of appointing these men was: 

“Then the word of God spread, and the number of the disciples 
multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests were 
obedient to the faith” (Acts 6:7). 

When an assembly is unified and its leaders are praying and proclaiming the 
Word of the Lord, the assembly will grow as God gives the increase.

Ready and Willing Service

In God’s plan, the elders reflect the oversight aspects of Jesus Christ’s 
Headship and the deacons reflect the service aspects.

Since the word “deacon” means one who attends to the needs of others, 
providing high quality service and care to the people of the local assembly 
should be the foremost concern of every deacon. Even though Paul’s 
admonition of Romans 12:11 applies to every believer, it has special application 
to anyone who would serve as a deacon: 

“Not lagging in diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord....”

183



Jesus is the model of servant hood. When His disciples argued about which 
would be the greatest, Jesus said, 

“Yet I am among you as the One who serves” (Luke 22:27). 

Based on this reality, Paul exhorted, 

“Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, who...made 
Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant”
(Philippians 2:7).

The Bible tells us to “serve the LORD with all your heart” (1 Samuel 12:20); 
“serve the LORD with gladness” (Psalms 100:2); “serve God acceptably 
with reverence and godly fear” (Hebrews 12:28). Deacons must not pursue 
their work with a frivolous or lackadaisical attitude but rather with vigor, 
diligence, enthusiasm, gladness, and reverence for the seriousness and 
importance of the work. It is the work of God!

Serving as a deacon must not be looked upon as a less important function than 
other gifts and service within the body. Look, for example, at the first men chosen 
to serve the assembly in this way at Jerusalem: Stephen was said to be a man
“full of faith and power,” who did “great wonders and signs among the 
people” (Acts 6:8). He was also the first recorded Christian martyr. Philip was 
the evangelist who went down to Samaria where “the multitudes with one 
accord heeded the things spoken by Philip, hearing and seeing the 
miracles which he did” (Acts 8:6). 

These men demonstrate that there is no incongruity between serving as a 
deacon and being a competent preacher of the Word. Stephen and Philip were 
appointed by the apostles as part of a seven-man team to serve in a specific 
way. By virtue of their God-given gifts, these two men also operated in a 
powerful ministry of the Word. Of Stephen the Bible says, “They were not able 
to resist the wisdom and the Spirit by which he spoke” (Acts 6:10).

As Paul told Timothy,

“Those who have served well as deacons obtain for themselves a 
good standing and great boldness in the faith which is in Christ 
Jesus” (1st Timothy 3:13). 

Providing faithful service to a local assembly as a deacon brings many spiritual 
blessings to a man’s life and ministry. 
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What About You?

Many deacons will, no doubt, read this. It is hoped that every deacon who did 
not fall away in the apostasy would eventually have this opportunity.

Some questions: Are you weary with disorganization and poor communication? 
Are you fed up with confusion, division and a flawed “chain of command”? Are 
you tired of “climbers” and flatterers receiving office? Are you tired of politics and 
compromise in governments that do not work? Could you be one who desires to 
return to his first love, calling and service within the structure of God’s 
government? Are you determined to “hold the mystery of the faith in a pure 
conscience”? Do you not care about serving for either physical reward and 
recognition, or pursuing money—“greedy of filthy lucre”? Are you one who 
wishes to get fully back to “using the office of a deacon well” and 
“purchasing to yourself a good degree, and great boldness in the faith…”? 
If this paragraph describes you, the greatest, most important and fastest growing 
work on the face of the earth is where you belong—if you anoint your eyes!

Finally, to those faithful leaders who have never been ordained: The vast 
majority of deacons in this age have fallen deep into compromise or left the faith 
altogether. The living Jesus Christ may yet use you in a position of real 
leadership, if you qualify.

And those who are deacons today could, with others, go on to the greater 
service of spiritual office, if they qualify.

Chapter 15 Real Signs of a Business Calling

Let‟s look at some of the real signs of the business calling. 

Sign No. 1 - A Desire to Meet Needs

Firstly you may have a deep desire to meet the needs of Christians who are 
suffering financially. You see it starts with giving. The first quality that the Lord 
requires of you is a desire to minister to the needs of others. If your ministry is 
going to be financial in nature, then how are you going to minister to their 
needs? 

You say, “Well my brother, be encouraged. The Lord will provide. I will keep you 
in prayer. Go and be filled.”

The problem is he may not have anything in the house. 
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If you don‟t have a desire to meet the needs of others then forget about the 
business calling. 

You say, “You know I would really like to help others, but I‟m pretty poor myself.” 

There is a little expression you‟ve heard me use many times. I wish I could say 
that I originated it, but I didn‟t. But I like it so much that I always use it. It goes 
like this: 

If you will dare to flow out in love to others, God will give you what you need to 
love them with. 

If you want to love people by providing their needs, God will give you the 
financial resources to love them in that way. 

This is the most important sign. If this desire does not burn in your heart then 
God did not call you to the business world. Yes you might be able to be a very 
successful businessman, but do not say, “God called me to do this,” because He 
didn‟t. Your own fleshly lusts have called you to do that. 

Sign No. 2 - Desire to See Blessing on the Church

The second sign of the business calling is a desire to see the church of God 
break free of lack. When you look at the Body of Christ; when you look at 
ministries and the people of God, you see how they are suffering financially. 
Your heart burns and you say, 

“Oh Lord if you could provide the needs of your people.” 

That desire didn‟t come from you. God put that desire in you. It is one of the 
signs of the business calling. 

Sign No. 3 - Teach Believers to Prosper

The third sign of the business calling is a desire to teach believers how to 
prosper. 

There is no place in God‟s business world for P/I‟s. If you that don‟t know what a 
P/I is, go and read or listen to our other teachings. 

I will give you a simple definition of a P/I. A P/I is a person who loves helping 
others, as long as he or she is in control. 
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He will say something like, “You poor thing, let me help you. But I have no 
needs. Don‟t you try to help me! That‟s below my dignity.” 

You see a true desire to meet the needs of others doesn‟t come from a selfish 
motive. If you want to be the wealthy businessman so that everybody in the 
church will look up to you, and you are so wonderful that you can give out money 
to everybody, then your motivation is wrong. That is not the calling of God. 

But when a true desire burns in you, you give out freely expecting nothing in 
return. In fact you just feel so blessed giving to the needs of others. 
Have you ever felt how exciting it is to lead a soul to the Lord? Well sometimes it 
is just as exciting to give to somebody who is in real need. You know sometimes 
that desire burns so strongly in me that I give them everything I have and I go 
without. 

What did Jesus say? He said, 

"That ye love one another; AS I HAVE LOVED YOU, that ye also 
love one another." (John 13:34).

How did Jesus love us? He shared everything He had with us? No. He gave up 
everything he had for us. He gave His very life. 

"For God so loved the world that He gave His only Son, the best that he 
had. "

You see that is God‟s kind of love. 

This desire can burn in you so strongly that you will even go without your own 
pleasures, for the joy and the blessing in seeing others filled with that joy. If this 
is happening to you then you are a candidate for the business call. 

Sign No. 4 - Ministers Taken Care of

Another sign of the business calling is when your heart burns to see God‟s full 
time workers not having financial lack. You long to see the ministers of God do 
what God has called them to do, without them having to worry all the time about 
their basic needs met.

Sometimes you need to have been there before you appreciate those needs. 

So when you think of building up your business and gaining all this wealth, what 
is the picture in your mind? Take this little sentence and complete it for me. 

“When I am rich one day I will…” 
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What will you do? Will you buy a new car or buy a new house? Will you buy 
your own plane; go to Hawaii? Is there anything wrong with that? No, but it is not 
a sign of the business calling. 

Sign No. 5 - Desire to Accumulate Wealth

The fifth sign of the business calling is a desire to accumulate wealth. Now you 
may misunderstand that to mean a desire to be rich. 

If I were to ask a group of people for a show of hands as to who would like to be 
rich, suddenly they could all have a business calling. 

No it is not a desire to be rich. It is a desire to accumulate wealth. 

You say, “Why must I accumulate wealth?” 

It is so that you have something to love people with; so that you have the 
resources to fulfill this calling of God. 

“You know, to tell you the truth I desire to spend wealth.” 

Of course you do, because that is all you can produce in yourself! Only God can 
put in you a desire to accumulate wealth, not out of fear but out of love, so that 
you can have the power to do what God has called you to do. 

When God begins to place this calling upon you, a new desire begins to burn in 
you and it has the right motive. It is a sign of the calling of God to the business 
world. 

Sign No. 6 – Create Employment for the Body of Christ

Sign number six is a desire to create employment for the Body of Christ. 

How often have you seen people in the church who are really battling maybe 
don‟t have job? They have a bad job, working hard for a boss who is like a slave 
driver. You have often felt, 

“Man if I had my own business I would take him in and give him a job. I would 
employ her and use her.” 

If that desire burns in you, it is one of the signs God may have given you the 
business call. 
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Sign No. 7 – Taking the Wealth of the Wicked

Sign number seven is a desire to see the wealth of the wicked come into the 
church. 

Just look at the wealthy of the world. They are stinking rich and they care 
nothing about the Kingdom of God. And here we are battling to do what God has 
called us to do. We are battling to reach the world for the Lord, and they are 
using their money to promote sin. 

Does that anger burn in you sometimes? You think, 

“If only I could take that money and give it to the work of God. If only I had the 
power to do that.” 

God will give you that power. It is part of the business calling. 

God said to Moses, "When My people come out of Egypt, the Egyptians are 
going to shower them with gifts and they are going to come out with an 
abundance."

The church is going to inherit the wealth of the world. There are so many 
Scriptures that speak about the unjust gathering up treasures and the just shall 
inherit them. It is going to happen. 

"A good man [God, Christ, the apostles] leaveth an inheritance to his 
children's children: and the wealth of the sinner is laid up for the 
just." (Proverbs 13:22).

"Go to now, ye [all of you] rich men, weep and howl for your miseries 
that shall come upon you. Your riches are corrupted, and your 
garments are moth-eaten. Your gold and silver is cankered [Gk: 'To 
rust down, i.e. corrode']; and the rust of them shall be a witness 
against you, and shall eat your flesh as it were fire [cooked]. Ye [all of 
you rich men] have heaped treasure together FOR THE LAST DAYS. 
Behold, the hire [Gk: 'Pay for service (literal or figurative), good or bad:--
hire, reward, wages'] of the laborers [God's people] who have reaped 
[those rewards] down your [the rich men's] fields [fields are sometimes 
symbolic for ministries/churches], which is of you [rich men] kept back 
BY FRAUD, [God's people] crieth: and the cries of them [God's people]
which have reaped [their blessings] are entered into the ears of the 
Lord of sabaoth [Gk: 'Armies; sabaoth (i.e. tsebaoth), a military epithet of 
God:--Sabaoth']. Ye [all of you rich men] have lived in pleasure on the 
earth [off God's people], and been wanton; ye [all of you rich men] have 
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nourished your hearts [off God's people], as in a day of slaughter [of 
God's sheep]. Ye [all of you rich men] have condemned and killed the 
just [God's people]; and he [God's people] doth not resist you. Be 
patient therefore, brethren [God's people], unto the coming of the 
Lord." (James 5:1-7a).

"For God giveth to a man that is good in His sight wisdom, and 
knowledge, and joy: but to the sinner He giveth travail [Heb: 
'employment or experience'], to gather and to heap up [riches], that he 
[the rich sinner] may give to him [God's people] that is good before 
God. This also is vanity [useless] and vexation of spirit ['chasing of the 
winds']." (Ecclesiastes 2:26).

"He that by usury [Heb: 'Interest on a debt:--oppression'] and unjust 
gain increaseth his substance, he shall gather it for him [God's 
people] that will pity the poor. When the wicked rise, men hide 
themselves: but when they perish, the righteous [God's people] 
increase." (Proverbs 28:8 & 28).

"He [God] hath showed His people the power of His works, that He 
may give them [God's people] the heritage [Heb: 'Properly something 
inherited, i.e. (abstractly) occupancy, or (concretely) an heirloom;
generally an estate, patrimony or portion:--heritage, to inherit, inheritance, 
possession'] of the heathen [the rich sinners, non-believers]." (Psalms 
111:6).

"And it shall come to pass IN THAT DAY [the LAST DAY], that a great 
tumult from the LORD shall be among them; and they shall lay hold 
every one on the hand of his neighbor, and his hand shall rise up 
against the hand of his neighbor. And Judah [God's people, the 
church--we [Gentiles] are the circumcision -- Phil. 3:3, which are the true 
inward Jew -- Rom. 2:28-29, the true 'Israel of God' -- Gal. 6:16] also 
shall fight at [NEW] Jerusalem; and the wealth of all the heathen 
round about shall be gathered together, gold, and silver, and 
apparel, in great abundance." (Zechariah 14:13-14).

"I will teach you by the hand [authority, power] of God: that which IS 
WITH the Almighty will I not conceal. Behold, all ye [all of you] 
yourselves have seen it; why then are ye [all of you] thus altogether 
vain [Heb: 'lead astray']? This is the portion of a wicked man with 
God, and the heritage of oppressors, which they shall receive of the 
Almighty. If his [the wicked's] children be multiplied, it is for the sword 
[Word of God]: and his offspring shall not be satisfied with bread [the 
Word of God]. Those that remain of him [the rich wicked sinners] shall 
be buried in death [the Second Death--the Lake of Fire]: and his 
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widows [harlot daughter churches] shall not weep. Though he [the rich 
wicked sinners] heap up silver as the dust, and prepare raiment as the 
clay; he [the rich wicked sinners] may prepare it, but the just [God's 
people] shall put it on, and the innocent [God's people] shall divide the 
silver." (Job 27:11-17).

"And I [GOD] will give this [God's] people favor in the sight of the 
Egyptians [the non-believers]: and it shall come to pass, that, when ye 
[ALL of you] go, ye [ALL of you] SHALL NOT GO EMPTY: but EVERY 
woman shall borrow of her neighbor, and of her that sojourneth [Heb: 
'Properly to turn aside from the road (for a lodging or any other purpose), 
i.e. sojourn (as a guest)'] in her house, jewels of silver, and jewels of 
gold, and raiment: and ye [ALL of you] shall put them upon your sons, 
and upon your daughters; and ye [ALL of you] shall spoil the 
Egyptians." (Exodus 3:21-22).

It is going to happen right now in these end times. That is what the apostolic 
movement is going to bring. It is going to bring judgment upon the world, but it is 
going to bring blessing upon the church. And as the world enters into disarray 
and disorder and confusion, the church of the living God is going to rise up and 
claim the wealth of this world. The church of the living God is going to rise up 
and walk in prosperity and blessing and abundance. And God is going to 
transfer the wealth from the Egyptians to His people, who deserve it, so that they 
can enter into the Promised Land of blessing that He has for them.

You know what happened with Israel? They became the envy of the Egyptians. 
Do you know that? But today we see the church, and they are envying the world. 
They are envying the wealthy people of the world. And Christians are saying, 
"Oh, I wish I were rich like that guy, that ungodly man." They are envying the 
world.

I want to tell you, God turned it so around that when Israel left, some of the 
Egyptians followed. Did you know that? When Israel left it was not just Jews that 
marched out of Egypt. A whole pile of Egyptians went with them. They were not 
going to lose out on the blessings. They saw what these Jews had and thought, 
"Hey, I want to get in with the in crowd here. I'm not staying behind! Egypt's 
bankrupt. This guy brought plagues on every jolly thing we had to rely on. What 
do I want to stay here for? These guys have got all the wealth. Let's follow 
them."

The Bible says that there was a mixed multitude that left Egypt. It caused a lot of 
problems afterwards. God had to bring a separation, because the Egyptians 
brought their curses with them, and all their sin with them. It caused a lot of 
problems to the Israelites. I tell you what, the time is going to come when people 
are going to rush to the churches because they are poor, because the church is 
going to be wealthy, because the work of God is going to know how to reach out 
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and tap into the resources of this world.

Sign No. 8 – Influence People in High Places

Do you have a desire to influence people in high places? That is the next sign of 
the calling. Would you like to change the attitude of the President, or some of 
the government leaders or the big names out there? Perhaps you want to 
influence some of the actors and actresses and people of influence. 

You say, “I wish I had a chance to have a word with him. I wish I could somehow 
persuade her to change her attitude, to make her think about the Kingdom of 
God. 

“Oh if only I could get that person saved. With the position they are in they can 
be an influence for the Kingdom of God.” 

Now you can think right at the top if you want to. The desire to get into politics is 
part of the business calling, provided it is motivated by God‟s call. It must not be 
motivated by what gets most politicians there - a need to make a name for 
yourself. 

Sign No. 9 – Desire to Be a Model to the World

Sign number nine is a desire to become a model to the world. 

I would like to be an image of how it is done. I would like to succeed in this so I 
can show other people how to do it. The Body of Christ can look at the way I am 
running business, to see the success that I have had and say, 

“I want to do it that way.” 

Sign No. 10 – Desire to Set a New Standard

The last sign is a desire to set a new standard in Christian business. 

Have you looked at Christian businesses out there? I have looked at some of 
them on the Internet. I have also bought books by so-called Christian 
businessmen. You go to their website hoping to see something different; hoping 
to see some kind of standard that shows that God is here. 

I have not found one yet. They are trying to use all the big names by saying 
things like, 
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“We are in partnership with Microsoft.” 

I haven‟t heard anybody yet say, 

“We are in partnership with Almighty God.” 

Obviously, His name isn‟t big enough. We need to set a new standard for 
Christian businesses, that when the world look at your business they know that 
it‟s different and they know why it is different. 

The only thing I ever see people saying is, 

“We work honestly. We don‟t lie and cheat. We may withhold the truth 
sometimes, but we don‟t lie.” 

They are trading just like the world and are not walking in the light. 

We need to run our businesses the way we run the ministry. We need to run our 
businesses as children of light, like a light set on the hill so the whole world can 
see it and know why we are succeeding. It is not just because we do business 
the right way, but because we do it God‟s way. 

So in conclusion, there is a calling to the realm of business and finance. There 
are many levels and varieties in that ministry in the exact same way there is in 
spiritual ministry. And every one of those levels needs to be trained and needs 
to qualify. 

The Church of God desperately needs these ministries to be released into the 
Body of Christ. 

The only question that now remains is, 

“Do you have the signs of the business calling?” 

If you do, then take it and run with it and let‟s just change this world for God. 
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