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Discovering Canada’s Government 

Dear Parents, 

 

This Unit Study covers all of the learning outcomes for grade 5 

Government. 

 

Lessons consist of reading the book Discovering Canada’s 

Government and doing the activities suggested.  There is also a 

list of questions in the parent guide for each learning outcome 

which will help you cover each area.  You do not have to do all of 

the activities or questions.  Choose those that suit your child’s 

level.   

 

Many helpful resources can be printed from this website: 

 

Enchanted Learning 

Web address: http://members.EnchantedLearning.com 

 

Ask your teacher for the username and password. 

http://members.enchantedlearning.com/


 
Here are some options to use to record your child‟s learning and to submit for 
portfolios.  There are many websites and yahoo groups which have a lot of 
information as well as free resources…just do a search!   
 
“Big Book of Books and Activities: an illustrated guide for teachers, parents, and 
anyone who works with kids!” by Dinah Zike is available from the HCOS library 
http://www.dinah.com/ 
 
About Lapbooks and Lapbooking 
Lapbooking is the term for taking a paper file folder and refolding it so that there 
are two covers on the front. It is held vertically, with the 11 inch long side being 
held in a vertical position. It is refolded so that one cover opens to the left and the 
other cover opens to the right. This lapbook is dedicated to one topic of study. 
The child then makes miniature books and little folded flaps about content of that 
subject area. Those little books are glued to the inside of this lapbook. 
Extensions can be made, with card stock paper or tag board paper, to make the 
lapbook have more surfaces in which to place books. The cover can be 
decorated. 
 
About Notebooks and Notebooking 
The big difference between notebooks and lapbooks is that in lapbooking the 
information is made into tiny books which are glued inside of a file folder. With 
notebooking a child may make little books but they are glued into pages which 
are 3 hole punched and put inside of a 3 ring binder notebook. With notebooking, 
regular pages can be added as well as pressed leaves or other objects. In other 
words the notebook pages might just be flat and not have "mini books" in them. 
Also some people use notebooks like scrapbooks and can add in things like 
pressed flowers, real dried leaves, photographs your family took, et cetera. 
Notebooking can cover a whole subject such as “Ancient History” and may hold 
an inch thick stack of papers, while lapbooking is smaller/thinner and holds less 
information. Subjects for lapbooking may cover smaller topics such as “Ancient 
Egypt” or “Pyramids”. 
Sites for lapbooks & notebooking: 

 

Homeschoolshare  has many free resources! 

http://www.homeschoolshare.com/lapbooking_resources.php 

 
www.knowledgeboxcentral.com 
 
Lapbooking 101 

http://lapbooking.wordpress.com/ 

 

Lapbook lessons    http://www.lapbooklessons.com/    

 

Flapbooks 

http://www.unitstudies.com/books/index.aspx 

 

 

 

http://www.dinah.com/
http://www.homeschoolshare.com/lapbooking_resources.php
http://www.knowledgeboxcentral.com/
http://lapbooking.wordpress.com/
http://www.lapbooklessons.com/
http://www.unitstudies.com/books/index.aspx


Discovering Canada’s Government 

Grade 5  

 

 

 

Lesson 1:  What is Government? 
Do page 3 activities 

 

Lesson 2:  Elections 
Choose an activity from page 5 

 

Lesson 3:  Joining the Party 
Do page 8 Activities.   

 

Lesson 4:  Voting Day 
Do pages 10 & 12 Activities 

 Hold your own voting day – take out one of the elections kits from the library. 

 

Lesson 5:  Parliament 
Do page 15 Activities 

 

Lesson 6:  Buildings and Symbols  
Do page 18 Activities 

 

Lesson 7:  The Crown in Canada  
Do page 20 Activities 

 

Lesson 8:  The Prime Minister and Cabinet 
Do page 23 Activities 

 

Lesson 9:  The Senate 
Do page 25 Activities 

 

Lesson 10: Making a Law 
Do page 28 Activities 

 

Lesson 11: The Court System 
Do activities on page 32. 

 



 

 

Lesson 12:  The Constitution 
Do page 36 Activities 

 

Lesson 13:  Levels of Government 
Do page41 Activities 
 

Lesson 14:  Governments Working Together 
Choose an activity on page 43  

 

Lesson 15:  Working for Government 
Do page 45 Activities 

 

Lesson 16:  Paying for Government 
Do page 48 Activities 

 

Lesson 17:  Types of Government 
Do page 52Activities 

 

Lesson 18:  Canada in the World 
Do page 56 Activities 

 

Lesson 19:  Aboriginal Government 
Do page 59 Activities 

 

Lesson 20:  A Political Gallery 
Do page 62 Activities 

 

Lesson 21:  The role of Media 
Do page 64 Activities 

 

Lesson 22:  Citizenship 
Do page 66 Activities 

 

Lesson 23:  Immigrants to Canada 
Do page 69 Activities 

 



 

 

Lesson 24:  Honouring Achievement 
Do page 72 Activities 

 

Lesson 25:  Influencing government 
Do page 74 Activities 

 

Lesson 26:  Being an Activist 
Do page 77 Activities 



Social Studies Comprehension Questions for HCOS Website 

Grade 5 – Final Copy 

 

 
 Politics and Law 
 

Demonstrate a basic understanding of the Canadian Constitution 
Useful sites: 
 http://laws.justice.gc.ca/en/const/index.html 
 
http://canada.gc.ca/acanada/acPubList.jsp?font=1&lang=eng&categoryId=124&p
arentCategoryId=1&level=1 
 
http://www2.parl.gc.ca/Sites/LOP/Education/Resources/index-e.asp 
 
http://canada.gc.ca/acanada/ViewCategory.htm?font=0&lang=eng&categoryId=1
15&parentCategoryId=1&level=1 
 
http://members.shaw.ca/kcic1/ 
 
 
 
 
1.  What did the Canadian constitution give Canadians in 1867 and 1982? 
Describe the significant events and people contributing to Confederation (e.g., 
gold rushes, railway, John A. Macdonald, Pierre Trudeau).  
 
2.  What is the Canadian constitution? 
 
3.  What does the Canadian constitution mean to you? 
 
4  Pick another country, how does the Canadian constitution compare to it?  If 
freedom of religion is not allowed, how would this affect you as a Christian? 
 
5.  What are the different elected representatives in the Canadian government?  
How are they elected?  Through role play, simulations, or case study, examine 
the election process (e.g., political parties, voting). 
 
6.  Create a timeline or other representation to show when each province and 
territory entered Confederation. 
 
Demonstrate awareness of the history of Aboriginal peoples rights 
7.  Define what „treaty rights‟ are.  What was the purpose of the first treaties 
made with Aboriginal people in Canada?  How is this different or similar to 
current treaties?   
 
8.  Research what „land claims‟ means.  Why do the Aboriginal people in Canada 
have the right to submit land claims?   
 

http://laws.justice.gc.ca/en/const/index.html
http://canada.gc.ca/acanada/acPubList.jsp?font=1&lang=eng&categoryId=124&parentCategoryId=1&level=1
http://canada.gc.ca/acanada/acPubList.jsp?font=1&lang=eng&categoryId=124&parentCategoryId=1&level=1
http://www2.parl.gc.ca/Sites/LOP/Education/Resources/index-e.asp
http://canada.gc.ca/acanada/ViewCategory.htm?font=0&lang=eng&categoryId=115&parentCategoryId=1&level=1
http://canada.gc.ca/acanada/ViewCategory.htm?font=0&lang=eng&categoryId=115&parentCategoryId=1&level=1
http://members.shaw.ca/kcic1/


9.  Why would Aboriginal people in Canada need to have their rights defined in 
more detail? 
 
10.  Use appropriate terminology to describe levels and structures of First 
Nations governments in Canada (e.g., elected chief, hereditary chief, band, band 
council, treaty, self-government, Assembly of First Nations).  Create a diagram to 
show the levels of first Nations Governments in Canada. 
  
Demonstrate understanding of Canada as a bilingual nation within a 
multilingual society 
11.  Why is Canada a bilingual nation? 
 
12.  What does bilingual mean?  What are the languages this refers to in 
Canada? 
 
13.  What is a multilingual society?  Out of the people you know, or that live in 
your town, how many different languages do they speak?  Why would there be a 
variety of multilingual people in Canada?  What would the benefit be to speaking 
different languages? 
 
14  Do you or members in your family speak more than one language?  Why is 
this? 
 
15.  List all the different things that show Canada is a bilingual nation. 
 
Demonstrate understanding of equality and fairness in Canada with respect 
to the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms, the BC Human Rights 
Code, and the Ombudsman Act 
16.  How does the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms protect individual 
rights?  How does it promote fairness? 
 
17.  How would you feel if you were treated differently from a friend or neighbor 
(e.g., not allowed to own the same things, go to the same stores, be a Christian, 
etc.)?  How is this prevented in Canada? 
 
18  What is the purpose of the BC Human Rights Code? 
Useful sites: 
http://www.bclaws.ca/Recon/document/freeside/--%20H%20--
/Human%20Rights%20Code%20%20RSBC%201996%20%20c.%20210/00_962
10_01.xml 
 
19.  What is an „ombudsman‟?  What is the purpose of the Ombudsman Act? 
Useful sites: 
http://www.ombudsman.bc.ca/ 
http://www.bclaws.ca/Recon/document/freeside/--%20O%20--
/Ombudsman%20Act%20%20RSBC%201996%20%20c.%20340/00_96340_01.
xml 
 

http://www.bclaws.ca/Recon/document/freeside/--%20H%20--/Human%20Rights%20Code%20%20RSBC%201996%20%20c.%20210/00_96210_01.xml
http://www.bclaws.ca/Recon/document/freeside/--%20H%20--/Human%20Rights%20Code%20%20RSBC%201996%20%20c.%20210/00_96210_01.xml
http://www.bclaws.ca/Recon/document/freeside/--%20H%20--/Human%20Rights%20Code%20%20RSBC%201996%20%20c.%20210/00_96210_01.xml
http://www.ombudsman.bc.ca/
http://www.bclaws.ca/Recon/document/freeside/--%20O%20--/Ombudsman%20Act%20%20RSBC%201996%20%20c.%20340/00_96340_01.xml
http://www.bclaws.ca/Recon/document/freeside/--%20O%20--/Ombudsman%20Act%20%20RSBC%201996%20%20c.%20340/00_96340_01.xml
http://www.bclaws.ca/Recon/document/freeside/--%20O%20--/Ombudsman%20Act%20%20RSBC%201996%20%20c.%20340/00_96340_01.xml


20.  Create a diagram showing the Charter of Rights and Freedoms, the BC 
Human Rights Code, and the Ombudsman Act and outline the main purposes for 
each.  Identify how each one is different and has a place in our society. 
 
21.  Why do we need documents like the Charter of Rights and Freedoms, the 
BC Human Rights Code, and the Ombudsman Act in Canada? 
 
22.  If we all followed and carried out Jesus‟ teachings, would we need 
documents like these? 
 
23.  How are these three documents similar or different from the Ten 
Commandments? 
 
Summarize the purposes of municipal, provincial, federal, and Aboriginal 
governments 
24.  What does your local government do for the people that live in your 
community? 
 
25.  As an active member of the countries of our world, what does Canada 
contribute to make it a better world to live in? 
 
26.  Why do we need four levels of government in Canada? 
27.  How would Christian leaders affect our towns, province, and country?  How 
do you think their faith would be challenged as a leader? 
 
28.  Who are the MP and MLA for your riding?  What is their job? 
 
29.  Who is the Prime Minister of Canada?  What is their job? 
 
30.  Who is the Governor General of Canada?   What is their job? 
 
31.  Who is the premier of BC?  What is their job? 
 
32.  Who is the Lieutenant Governor of BC?  What is their job? 
 
33.  How do the different levels of government work together?  Create a chart to 
show what each level‟s main purposes are and what they do for individuals in 
Canada? 
 
34.  Why is there a separate government for Aboriginal peoples?   Describe how 
First Nations governments are established (e.g., treaties, Indian Act) 
Useful sites: 
 
http://www.aboriginalcanada.gc.ca/acp/site.nsf/en/index.html 
 

http://www.aboriginalcanada.gc.ca/acp/site.nsf/en/index.html


Provincial Learning Outcomes 
Governance 

 demonstrate knowledge of how Confederation formed Canada as a 

nation 

 describe levels, responsibilities, and the election of government in 

Canada 

 identify the distinct governance structures of First Nations in Canada 

Skills & processes of social studies 

 apply critical thinking skills including hypothesizing, comparing, 

imagining, inferring, identifying patterns, and summarizing to a range 

of problems and issues 

 create a presentation on a selected topic 

 defend a position on a selected topic 

 gather a body of information from a variety of primary and secondary 

sources 

 use maps and timelines to locate, interpret, and represent major 

physical, political, and economic features of BC and Canada 

 


